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Loxpon, May 14, 1784,

| At a Meeting of the Welt-India
Planters and Merchants,

Refolved, That the following Confiderations on
the Prefent State of the Intercourfe between
bis Majefty’'s SucAr COLONIES and the
Dominions of the UNITED STATES of
AMERICA, be printed, and fent, in the
name of this Meeting, to every Member
of both Houfes of Parliament, and to
the Principal Trading Towns in Great

Britain and Ireland.

JAMES ALLEN, See.
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CONSIDERATIONS

ON THE

Prefent State of the Intercourfe be-
tween his Majef’cy’s Svcar CoLro-
NiEs and the Dominions of the

UNITED STATES of AMERICAS

Third Edition of a Pamphlet, intitled
A ¢ Obfervations on the Commerce of the
¢ American States; by John Lord Sheffield,”
having been lately introduced to the Public, with
large additions, and an aflurance, “¢ That the
¢ Faéts were not lightly taken up, but minutely
“ and carefully enquired into, and ftritly exa-
“ mined;” the Weft India Planters and Mer-
chants think it incumbent on them no longer to
hazard the public judgment being mifled on
points fo effential to the general welfare, by his

A Lordfhip’s
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Lordthip’s uncontradited authority, Their wilfi
wad, to have contradied, in the whole of his Lord« -
fhip’s own words, fo much of his affertions as
relate to themfelves and the Britifh Sugar Colonies,
with the matters of fact; but they find fuch a
perpetual repetition of the fame affertions in va-
rious forms, and the whole mafs of affertions,
opinions, and ‘extraneous matter fo complicated
and confufed, that they could not effect that pur-
pofe, without inferting herein the greateft part of
the three pamphlets: they will therefore endea-
vour fairly, and as nearly as pofiible in his own
words, to ftate the {ubftance, and lay the
queftion, refpecting the Intercourfe between the
Sugar Colonies and the United States of America,
before the Public, upon the true grounds on
which its iffue depends ; leaving the inveftigation
of the reft of his Lordfhip’s doétrines to whom it
may concern.

It may be proper to premife, that the firft edi-
tion of the pamphlet in queftion was publifhed in
Spring 178 3,immediately after the joint-adminiftra-
tion of Loord North ana Mr. Fox was formed, and in
oppoiition to a Bill which the then late Chancellor of
the Exchequer, Mr. Pitt, had left depending in Par-
liament, for a temporary regulation of the Trade
and Intercourfe between the Dominions of Great
Britain and thofe of the United States. It was
by that Bill propofed to be enacted, amongft other

thingsy
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things, that American fhips might carry their
own produce to our Iflands, Colonies, or Plant-
ations in America, and take back the produce
thereof in return., — The Bill was rejeéted in Par-
liament, and in lieu of it, an A& was pafled,
empowering the Crown for a limited time, which
has been by two fubfequent aéts prolonged, and
will ‘expire the 20th June 1784, to regulate the
{aid trade and intercourfe by proclamation. Ac-
cordingly, proclamations have been from time
to time iffued, which fubftantially carry into exe-
cution moft of the other objeéts of Mr. Pitt’s Bill,
but confine the intercourfe between the Sugar
Colonies and the American States to Britifh-built
fhips, whillt they leave the trade between Great
Britain and America free to the fhips of Ame-
rica. It is chiefly in fupport of this reftriction
upon the Sugar Colonies, that Lord Sheffield’s
labours have been employed, and to prove the
truth of an affertion which pervades the whole
work, That the Wef Indies may be [ufficiently
Jupplied with the Articles of North American pro-
duce from Canada, Nova Scotia, and the Ifland of
St Jobn.

To this end, his Lord(hip afferts as follows :
The coaft round St. Jobn's abounds with fifh. The
Joil of the ifland is excellent, and capable of great
improvement.  No country in the world affords
better pafture for cattle, and provifions of all

/ ."-7." L.JS
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kinds may be raifed in great abundance, [Edis
tion 2d, page 42.]

Peafe, which may be made a fubftitute for rice or
Indian corn, are.cheaper in Canada than in any
part of the American States, where they are
only raifed in the province of New-York and the
Ferfeys s though perbaps there may not be a [ufi~
cient quantity raifed in Canada at prefent to fup-
ply any great demand, there may foon. [Edi-
tion'tft, page 44.]

Before the war, the wheat from Canada began to be
preferved at Barcelona. It keeps better in a bot
climate, being wufually fent in grain, and vyields
[from fixty to fixty-five pounds per bufbel; yet the
Sfleur of it, not being very white, fells proportion-
ably cheaper. Being in grain, the Spanifh pur-
chafer had the advantage of manufalluring it ;
and there being a demand in Canada for a low-
priced, but ftrong red wine of Spain, for which
there was none in the American States, the Cana-
dian merchants had great advantages, and they
may be f4ill increafed *. There was no winter=
wheat in Canada previous to 1763. In 1774,
vaft quantities of both that and fummer-wheat
were exported, not lefs than jive bundred thou-

Jand bufbels, with which abeve one bundred vef-

% They could not lawfully import wine into Canada from

$nain,

»

[els
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: Sfels were loaded for Europe, befides what was

| fent in flour and bifcuit -to the Weft-Indies and
fifberies 5 and one bundred thoufand bufbels were
left in bhand for want of fhips to export them.
In five or fix years, three or four bundred Jail
might be employed from Canada in different

| branches. QOur Weft-India iflands will then le
under no neceffity of drawing [upplies from the Ame-
rican States 5 and the importation of their wheat
and flour [hould be probibited. The merchants
of Philadelphia, the capital of the corm-country,
Sfent fbips to Quebec to load with wheat from
thence to Europe. Canada can fupply the New-
foundland fifberies with flour and bread, [Edi-
tion 2d, page 45.]

Forty thoufand quarters of Canada wheat ufed to be
1inported to Philadelphia and New-York annually
before the revolt.  [Edition 3d, page 65.]

No wheat is [ent from America to the Weft-Indies

'l except a very [mall quantity for poultry, or Juch

ules.  In the year 1769, one bundred and Jixty
bufbels of wheat were exported from North Ame-
ricg to the Weft-Indies ; but twelve thoufand fe-
ven bundred and thirty tons of flour and bread
were exported from thence in the year 1770, 1nto
our iflands. As wheat bas been for feveral years
pajt, and previous to the war, cheaper in Caonada
than in the American States, and as the Nezw-

Cw

Zork and Philadelphia mills were ten JYears app

Japplied
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Jupplied with forty thoufand quarters from Cana-
da, there can be no doudt that thefe articles will
come cheaper from that province, when a fufficient
number of corn-mills ave erefled, than from the
American States. Canada will then be able to
Jend ber flour immediately to the place of confump-
tion, without paffing through the medium of New-
York and Philadelphia, leaving a great profit at
thofe places. [Edition 3d, page 113.]

There is only one capital mill in Canada. [Edition
2d, page 84.]

Canada will foon amply fupply the principal articles
wanted in the iflands, except Indian corn and rice;
and if there fhould be a difficulty in getting thefe
articles, the cheapnefs of wheat in Canada will
Joon afford a good [fubftitute for them. [Edition

2d, page 89.]

Nove Scotia, or St. Fobn's Ifland, cannot, for Jome
time, [pare much grain, as they are new [ettle-
ments. They plant fummer-wheat, as in Canada
but from the fhortnefs of the [ummer, and becaufe
the planters are not in good order [ufficient to take

all advantages of the feafon, and are not ac-
quainted as yet with all the adequate methods

that may be known in a more advanced flate of
Sfettlement, the Jummer-wheat is apt to blaft ; the
Jettlers therefore aét injudicioufly in giving thein-
Jelves up fo much to the culture of wheat. Thefe
countriesy
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countries grow fine barley, good rye*, and tole-
rable oats ; and as thefe grains are not fhbjel? to
the accidents peculiar to mew-fettled northern
countries, they [bould therefore priucipally culti-
vate them and peafe, at leaft for the prefent.
Lower Canada grows [ummer-wheat. Higher
Canada, which is the great granary, grows both
Suiminer and winter t;:fw(z,f. [Edition 3d, page
120. |

Nova Scotid may raife oxen [ufficient for the iflands,
baving fine paflure. TEdition 2d, page 76.}

Horfes for the faddle came from New England on
the beft terms, and may be fupplicd through Nova
Scotia and Canadet. Horles for draught, and
for the fugar-works, are effentially necefJary in the

Vindward Iflands, and can be bad from Canada
on better terms than from ‘any other country:
they are [nall, but very firong and bardy. [Edi-
tion 2d, page 70.]

it is _faid, bowever, that horfes from the Southern
Colonies, being zfal to a warm climate, are pre-
ferred. [Edition 3d, page 118.]

* Neither of which are confumed in the Weft-Indies.
4 So that thofe Colonies may be allowed a direét intercourfe
with the United States, though the Sugar Colonies muft not.

1 Witnefs the number fupplied by Canada, when the trade
g0 all America was &

B A con-
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A confiderable quantity of candles and foap ufed to ge

Srom England to America.  Our iflands were never
well fupplied with foap from England ; they got a
confiderable quantity from the Dutch. There is
a drawback on e.xpoftr_z!ion, of 1d. per 1b. on
¢candles, and 11d. per lb. on foap. If the trade
with the Weft-Indies foonld be laid open, Britaiss

and Ireland may lofe the foap and candle trade*,
[Edition 3d, page 124.]

The mafts and [pars formerly fent to Europe from
America, were procured from the northern p&rt:
of New England ; but they bave been gradualiy
cut, near to water-carriage, and are daily becom-
ing more [carce and more difficult to be got in the
American States, whilft the forefts of Nova Sco-
tia and Canada, abounding in timber of that kind,
rematn untoyched, [Edmon 2d, page 49.]

The beft timber for pipe-ftaves and lumber in gene-
raly is to be found in Canada and Nova Scotia ;
gnd the forefts in thofe countries bave been bither -
to almoft untouched. They will be found, for a
long time to come, inexbanfiidle, whill} timber bas
already become Jearce in moft of the American
States, and in the Middle and Soutbward Pro-

* This xmfonmrr {feems to ﬁ nd thus :—Britain and Ireland
fopplied both America and the Weft-Indies ;—open the trade
beiween America and the Weft-Indies, and Britain and Ire
land w1ll lo(“ the {upply of Loth

vIYses
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winces is not of fo govd a quality. [Edition 2d,
page §1. ]

The lumber of the Southern Colonies is preferred,
end is Jold 20 per cent. dearer ; it 15 maftly for
building. [Edition 3d, page 68.]

Ships are now built in Canada little inferior to
thofe built in Britain. [Edition 2d, page 64.]

Lirom the great plenty of timber in Nova Scotia and
Canada, and the beginning fearcity of it near
Water-carriage in the American States, thefe
articles may be imported from the former on better
terms than [from the latter. [Edition ad,
page 75.]

The Sugar Golonies did not get fo much lumber by
prizes, and through nez/trtzl flands, as may now
be got immediately from Canada and Nova Scotia.
The lumber of thofe Colonies is as good as any in
America, and may foon be fent cheaper than it
could from the revolied Provinces in their prefent,
or any probable ftate. Some little time may be
neceffary before a full fupply of all the articles
they can produce will be obtained; but it will be
better for this country to allow a bounty *
lumber, conveyed in Britifh veffels from Co naa’a
and Nova Scotia to the Weft jﬂdlt’f, for a limited

PRk

* That s to fay, when the "'Jmmodxty w2 fiand in need of
dm 7’01‘ exiff ) let us allow: a: bf‘mnty for carrying it to market.

e B3 time,
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time, than to facrifice our carrying trade; alfo @
bounty on building [bips in Canada and Nova
Scotia, to be employed in the carrying trade to
the Weft Indies. [Edition 2d, page 84.
Edition 3d, page 144.]

In the aricle of ‘wheat, it bas appeared how
amply Canada can [upply our iflands. It ap-
pears alfo, that no part of the world furnifbes
greater advantages for [hip-building.—1In fhort,
it 15 unqueflionably a fofl, that Nova Scotia,
Canada, and tie ifland of St. Fobn, will foon
become capable, with wvery little encouragement,

of fupplying our iflands with all the [hipping, fifb,

timber, and lumber of every kind, and with mill

or draft borfes, with flour and [feveral other
articles they may want. [Edition 2d, page 85.7

The difference of price between French, Danifb,
Dutch, and Britifh Weft India fugar, was [o
greaty that above two-thirds of the [fugar im-
ported into America came from the foreign iflands,
and cheapery notwithflanding the duty on the
foreign of five [fhbillings per bundred. The
greateft part was regularly entered ; that which
was fmuggled into America, is computed to bave
incurred an expence equal 10 balf the duty, be-
Jides the exbénce’of: getsing. id in a: clandeftine
manuer, fram the foreignifiands and Suvinam. It
is cleai from this, that our Jugars will aot be

taken




£ 237 |

taken for comfumption in the American States, 4
and that they only mean to be carriers elfewbhere,
if permitted to go to our ;-’.fi‘:;:b,J *.  Neither Hol-
land nor France will [uffer the Awmerican States

-

to carry fugar from their ports in the Weft Indies,

o

i T A e s Naxis s rEy ” 59 Hafersos 1
wotwithftanding the connecltion now bétween them
L4 =

~
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[ Edition 2d, page 63.]
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the States, who cannot wifh to avail themfelves

(n‘" -.r'f, baving many refineries J their own. INo
1dulgence is allowed by France as to raw fugars.
S‘ux::b Carolina has made, in the (:;'z’iclc of refined
/z;ff:z;‘, a diferimination in fovour of France,
Spain, Holland, Denmark, and Sweden, of one

SCLLC /Iy

bundred per cent. duty. The refined fugar of

tbhe Britifb Plantations being [ubjefted to double
duty, and the raw [ugars to twenty-five per cent.
more than ithe /07'515',’:. Surely this condull does
not entitle the States to any indulgence in trading
to our iflands. The difcrimination bowever is

-
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as odious as it is umneceflary. [Edition 3d,
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* That 1s to fay, a merchant wanting to carry a commo-
dxtv to a foreign mﬁx‘ t, will go to purchafe it where iigge
deareft,
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Molaffes are of very great importance to the Ames
rican States, on account of their numerous diftil-
leries, and the extenfive commerce carried on by
means of the rum made out of them. They were
chiefly imported from the French iflands and Suri-
nain. Before the Americans were allowed to go
fo the French iflands for molaffes (they are nof
allowed to carry away any thing elfe), it was an
objeit with the French fugar planter to * contrive
1o get vid of his molaffes, by conveying it into the
Jea, or to fome wafte, while the Britifb planter
converted bis into rum.  They are ffill confiderably
cheaper in the foreign than in the Britifb iflands.
The Americans, who [old their cargoes in our

iflands, ufed to take the money and go with it to
]

Soreign iflands, where they laid it out in molaffes,
&c. This bas been a ferious complaint a long
time. [Edition 3d, page 108.]

The amount of rum imported and confumed in the
United States, was more than equal to all the
other articles of their importation, molajks ex-
cepted.  The rum diftilled from molaffes in the

Tnited States, was moftly exported to Africa and
the Northern Colonies. The rum imported was
confumed in the country, and, except a fmall
quantity from Demerary and Santa Craz, the
whole was, and may fill be, imported from the

% There is {carce an animal that will not eat it, and thrive

upon it. ha
Britifb
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Britifh Welt India iflands, We muft take cave,

bowever, not to encourage Englifb and American
diftillers to fet up their bufine/s in the French and
Dutch colonies, by [uffering any burthens on rum
going to the American States, which poffibly can
be avoided. The French make very little rum,
and that of @ bad quality. They do not encourage
the making of rum ; it might interfere with their
brandies, [Edition 2d, page 67.]

The Dutch and French iflands and [ettlements on the

(L\:

main cannot [upply the demand of the American
States, even if they fhould ereft diftilleries, and
manufalture their own molaffes.  Nothing can be
more trifling, and lefs founded, than the clamour
on the [fuppofition of lofing the rum trade, which
our tflands bad. The competition with our iflands
will be exaltly the fame, whether the molaffes are
diftilled in the foreign iflands, or on the continent
of America. It is the intereft of the American
States, and not our bufinefs, to difcourage the
diftillation of molaffes in the foreign iflands. It
would be ruinous to New England in particular;
end when the encouragements lately beld out in
the French iflands to effablifb difilleries, are ufed
4s an argument for the purpofe of frightening us
into conceffions, they can only be attended to by
the moft ignorant, [Edition 3d, page 112.]

is abfyrd to fuppofe the Americans would confine
themfelves to the yfe of our Weft India rum, even
if
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tainly go to the cheapeft markets, but they will
require the [ame quantity they did before, con-
Jequently there will be me demand 3 and they
myft bave it from our u/ nds, as they cannot have

@ [ufficient quantity elfewhere. It is well knows
bow much the Jamaica and Grenada rum is pre-
ferred by them. s our Welt India iflands will
be entitled to the monopo ’y of the rum trade with

our remaining colonies,—they will be benefited in
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% What proportion the confumption of the zeaw inbabit-
znts of our remaining colonies (for we fupplied the old ones
before) can bear to the doérine here laid down, will appear
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a principal tye between ~the two countries. But
befides the lofs of the Afl, as far as it confines
Ireland, we fbould involve ourfelves moft ferionfly
with that kingdem in another refpeit. Ireland
received, as a right, every advantage [be had
lately acquired, except the participation of the
moncpoly of the Weft India confumption of Briti/h
produtts, and manufaltures: For that fhe was
thankful ; and, in return, pafled the AF which
encreafed the duty on_fugars, and other Wef
India articles ; and engages to augment them far-
ther, in propertion to the mm o5 which may in
ﬂ/[///c’ be uupo/u, upon them in Great Britain ;
and lays probibitory duties on fimilar articles from
Jereign iflands. By this Bill that monopoly would
ceafe.  Ireland will think Britain bhas done away
the confideration which induced /)e;' o fhut ber
ports againft foreign fugar. The I z/n ALty lay-
ing probibitory duties, is biennial, and w ’/ ex
pire next Chriftmas ; and it is not to be /'}'s;;’: pofed,
under the circumftance alluded fto, it would be
continued. Her redrefs might be, to take foreign
Weft India goods ; at /w;/f She would not think
it neceffary to charge her own confumption of fu-
gars with bigher dz./;’/(fj z‘/Jn;z are required from
America. She will expest to have Weft India
goods on_as good terins as the Awerican States,
now become foreign. Weft India planters fhould
confider, whether a direfl trade to the American
States will recompenfe them for the lofs of the

il
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Lrifh confumption ; and parliament [hould con-
Jfider what would be the [flate of [muggling from
Ireland into this country, if Ireland [hould become
the repofitory for foreign Weft India goods, or of
our own, under low duties.” [Edition ad,
page 82.]

Ruffic is, by treaty, to be confidered as the moft
favoured nation.  She will not eafily be amufed
by any ridiculous attempts that may be made to
treat the American States other than foreign.
[Edition 2d, page 3.] :

[t has been faid, The iflands cannot exift without an

open trade to the American States.—In anfwer,
it may afked, bhow they have exifted during the
war, when even Canada, or Nova Scotia, and
alfo England and Ireland, were not open to them,

without great expence and rifque? [ Edition 3d,
page 144.]

has already been ftated, that the Bermudians, in
great part, fupplied our Iflands with frefb pro-
vifions. Our remaining Colonies, or at leaft part
of them, will foon equip Jmall vellels, and carry
on the fame trade. If our iflands are fo belplefs,
and would rather facrifice our marine, than make
fo fmall an effort as 20 Jit out veffels in
addition to thofe of Bermuda, and our remaining
colonies, fufficient to fupply themfelves with

4 provifions
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provifions and lumber, they deferve to fufjer,
or to pay an extraordinary price. Even if they
Jbould be fo belplefs, no man can fay they will be
[fubjeft to any other inconvenience than that of

LR P s e e ——

memreLLTT

paying an advanced price for thofe articles,
through the medium of foreign H’?y’i" India Free
Ports; and, at any rate, the INCOnVenience can

—_— . —

be nothing, when put in compeétition with the 0b-

Jelt of our mavigation, and the unforefeen mif-
chiefs that may arife. [Edition 3d, page 147.]

The means of reducing the price of Weft India com-
modities to the level of thofe of the foreign plant-
ations, is extremely worthy the attention of the
planters, and the legiflature. It is an objelt? of
bigh national import, and might greatly promote
the wealth and navigation of this country., And,
confidering the bulk of Weft India commodities,
Viz. fugar, molaffes, and rum, particularly the
Sormer, the univerfality and extent of its con-
[fumption ; a confumption in its infancy even ip
Europe, and fiill more fo in America, it is not
improbable, that in a few ages, the nation which

may be in pofleffion of the moft extenfive and beft 3

cultivated [ugar iflands, Jubjet to proper policy,
will take the lead at fea. [Edition 3d, page
162. ]

1

France is increafing ber fugar plantations ; and no- I
thing but bad management, or extravagance, can '

8y prevent {




[ 20 ]
prevent our iflands from [elling as cheap as the
French, although they now underfell us Jo greatly.
[Edition 2d, page 89.]

There is nothing to be complained of more, than the
P"Uﬂ?’fejzw.f Juins that have been [pent in Sforming
Jugar plantations, when they might have been fo
mitch better employed at bome. [Edition 3d,
1\‘_ ye 160 ]

s

But above all, theutmoft endeavonrs fhould be exerted
to reduce the price of our Weft India produce, fa
as to enable this country to [upport o competition
at the American, as well as European markets,

T e . 7 :
[Edition 3d, page 158.]

The difference of price between Britifb and foreign
Jugars exifted when our iflands were open to all the
ﬂr.{,’r‘; ing of America.. It is faid, the French are
able to underfell us, ! m// they raife a great part
Cf their p «,u/_f s in their :’;J(ZU(/J, and (z‘///z, a comn-
fm/ﬂ'//z quantity of lumber ; and that France can
Supply them with all articles cheaper than we can.
The firft is true ; but the preceding examination,
as to the probable future fupply of America, [eems
to prove, that the latter affertion is by no means
Jounded ; and as to the [upply of negroes, we
have fuch a decided [uperiority in the African
trade, that it is allowed we bave flaves one-fixth
cheaper. It is alfo faid, and wvery truly, that
the foil of our iflands is more ungrateful than that
of the French, and that our mode of cultivation is

much
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much more expenfive® 5 and the French [ay, we
do not exaft fo much labour from our flaves as they
dot; that we feed them at a greater expence ;
and particularly, that we are lefs induftrious.
But the argument which is moff frongly urged is,
that the expenfive manner 1 which our planters
live cannot be accommodated to fmall profit : That
the Freuch planters, in their manner of life, re-
femble our yeomanry and farmers s and that our
planters, except their having been lately rivalled
by the magnificence of the Eaft, are amongft the
moft fplendid members of the empire T. The an-
Jwer to this difficulty does not immediately occur ;
but as long as [o many of them generonfly [pend
their incomes among us, without expeliing or re-

U117
qury //7g

* There are many other fubftantial reafons for the differ-
ence; but this is a point no way neceffary to be here difcuffed.

+ The planters with pleafure receive this teltimony to their
humanity from a generous enemy, ant hardly.think their
fellow-fubje&s in Great Britain or Ireland would feek a re-
du&ion of the prices of fugars, at the expence of its viola-
tion.

1 Perhaps this obfervation deferves no anfwer but filent
contempt. It might not be impoflible, even in the rank to
which his Lordfhip has been elevated, to find example of
oftentatious expence, equally unwarranted by the pofleflion
of an adequate fortune: But the rights and interefts of large
bodies of men, are quite a diftin&t confideration from the wif-
dom or folly of their individual members; and the price at
which fugar can be cultivated and manufactured in the Weft-
Indies, depends upon the rate at which plantations can be
{upplied with the eflential requifites of their culture and ma-
nufaéture, and: not upon the way of life of the proprietors
refiding in England.
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guiring the moft ¢ffential interefts of the country
Should be relinguifbed for their advantage, En-
glifbmen will not be jealous of the affluence of this
wery confiderable part of the community, or repine
at paying a bigher price than their neighbours for
Weft India commodities:  But if expefiations or
requifitions of the [fame kind [bould be con-
tinued, we fhall only obferve, that bodies of men
are too apt to imagine the empive ought to be ac-
commodated or fitted to their intereft, without
recollecting that their ‘intereft [fhould rather be
accommodated or fitted to that of the empire,
[Edition 3d, page 160.]

Having performed the laborious tafk of ex-
tracting thefe difcordant grounds of that opinion
which is contended for, from their native con-
fufion, the Planters and Merchants proceed to

ftate their reply.

In order to judge of the truth of the general
propofition, ¢ That the Weft Indies may be fuf-
¢ ficiently fupplied with the articles of North
¢¢ American produce from Canada, Nova Scotia,
¢ and St. John’s,” it is neceflary to underftand,

Firft, What the annual confumption of Ame-
rican Produce in the Britith Sugar Colonies
really
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really amounts to ; which his Lordfhip’s tables,

blending the exports to the foreign, with thofe
to the Britith iflands, do not thew.

Secondly, How much thereof ufed to be fup-
plied by thofe Provinces which now form the
United States, and how much by thofe which
remain Britith.

And thirdly, To review the prefent ftate of the
remaining Britith North American Colonies,
and fee how far their prefent or probable
Produce may be expelted to exceed what
they heretofore produced, or prove at all
adequate to the demand.

There is extant an official return from the
Commiffioners of the Cuftoms, dated the 1sth
March 1775, which affords a complete anfwer to
the firft and fecond heads of this enquiry, and an
authentic view of the confumption of the Britith
Sugar Colonies in time of peace. It contains an
account of the importation into thofe Colonies
from North America in the years 1771, 1772,
and 1773, the totals of which, for all thethree years
added together, f{tand as follows:
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An Account of the total Import from North
A merica into the Britith Weft India Iflands, in
the Years 1771, 1772, and 1772 ; taken from

Account figned by Mr.-Stanley, Se-
cretary to the Commiflioners of ‘the Cuftoms in

e T o N >
London, dated 15th March 1743,

From Ca-| From

From the Colonies now |nadaand | New
Lumber. forming the United States. |NovaSco | found-
t1a,

Bo. rds and Timber {*‘c;ct - 765767,695 (2 ;2,' 40
Shingles = - - |IN® - 50,586,194 |185,000
Staves - ~ ‘O - 57,998,661 27,360
Hoops - - - 4,712,005 | 10,50
Corn - - EBL.lﬂlr:Is - 1,20 ,389 24
Peafe and Beans Ditto d 64,000 1,017
Bx:end and Flour 3:1rrcls - 396,329 991
Ditto - = }\‘";”,q PRl (& riolofo)
B[cc - - .BA‘:fz"r-':ls - 39,912
Ditto - = |'Tierces .= _ 23 %27
Fith = - |Hogtheads - 51,344
Ditto - Barrels - 47,686
Ditto - Quintals 21,500 [ 2,958(11,764
Ditto - Kegs - 2,304 609| —
Beef and Pork Barrels - 44,782 170
z 10|
28

Poultry - - |Dozens
Horfes - = |IN° =
Oxen - - N° -
Sheep and Hogs N°© =
Oil b - |Barrels
Tar, Pitch, and?
Turpentine  §
Matfts - LS NP
Spars - I )
shook Cafks - \[ @
Soap and Candles
Ox Bows and Yokes{N°
Houfe Frames -
Iron - -

1
3
\O

b

~
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From hence it appears, that the fupply from the
Provinces now ‘forming the United States, was
immenfe ; whilft the fupply from thofe which re-
main Britith was, before the late war, quite trifling,
except in the fingle article of fith from New-
foundland, with which the independence of the
American States has no conneétion, and of which
there is nothing now to hinder the importation as
formerly. . This comparative view is corroborated
by another account extracted from the Cuftom-
houfe Returns for the year 1772, by which it ap-
pears, that of one thoufand two hundred and
eight cargoes of lumber and provifions ia‘npo:'tcd
that year from Noxth America into the Britith
Sugar Colonies, only feven cargoes came from
Capada and Nova Scotia; and 1t is further con-
firmed by Lord Sheffield’s table, No.7 ; by which
it appears, that of feven hundred and one topfail
vellels, and one thoufand fix hundred and eighty-
one floops, cleared outwards from North America
to the Britifh and foreign Wefl Indies in the year
1770, only two topfail veflels and eleven floops
were cleared from Canada and Nova Scotia. It
ftands therefore incontrovertiole, that, previous to
the late war, the fupplies to the Weft Ilndies,
afforded by thofe North American Colonies which
now remain Britifh, did not amount to a propor-
tion of the whole confumption of the Sugar
Colonies in any degree worthy of national atten-
tion. It remains to exanine, how far their prefent

D {tate
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ftate differs from what it was then, or affords a
rational ground for believing thofe Colonies at all
adequate to the fupply of the Weft Indies.

And firfly, as to Canada :

The navigation of the river St. Lawrence opens
in May, and clofes in November; during which
fhort feafon of intercourfe, the prevalent wefterly
winds and frequent calms greatly impede the
paffage up the river, and render more than one
voyage in the year to and from the Weft Indies
impracticable.  The trade affords no outward-
bound freight from Britain to Canada, beyond
what the fhips returning from Canada to Britain
can carry out; and confequently all fhips fent
thither from Britain, to carry lumber or provifions
to the Weft Indies, muft goin ballaft at a ruinous
expence.

The climate renders the crops of wheat very
precarious. When in the ear, a kind of mildew
moft commonly affets it, and deftroys the faireft
expeltations of plenty. The quality is far inferior
to the wheat of either Great Britain or the Middle
Colonies of America, and upon competition fells
accordingly. Its produce in flour is nearly twenty-
eight pounds of fine flour per bufhel of wheat.
No quantities of winter wheat have ever been fown

5 in
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in Canada, though fome experiments of that kind

have been tried without any remarkable fuccefs.

The hiftory of the exportation of wheat and flour
| from Canadais as follows. Before the year 1772
.‘ there was none.

L S M e et SRR T

! Bufbels
In 1772, There were exported of Wheat.

To Great Britain, - 5,040

To the Britith Colonies 22,811

To the fouthern Partsof Europe,126,056

Total 154,807

—

In1773, To Great Britain, - 3,300
To the Britifh Colonies, 30,711
Tothe fouthern Parts of Europe, 320,54

Total 354,556

B e

In 1774, To Great Britain, - 49,871
To the Britith Colonies, - 1,004
To the fouthern Parts of Eu-%
412,619
rope, about -

——

Total 463,494

A S uen

In 1775, 1776, and 1777, the export was
quite inconfiderable ; and fince that time, no
wheat has been exported ; nor, before that time,
-any flour,

!
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In 1778, about three thoufand barrels of flous
were fhipped for Halifax and New York, where
the war had occafioned it to be very dear, and no
more was exported.

Insi147570s « 17805 $285;
and 1782, the {carcity in Canada was fuch; that

rtation of bread, flour, or wheat, was pro-
hibited. In the beginning of Summer 1783, about

f]v hundred b‘rrcls of flour were

one thoufand
Halifax and Newfoundland, and none
]

PO S | s
cxported to

-

-1 30 2 ."?

bad. Flour at Quebec was, by the laft advices,
at thirty ll,u,u,;i per hundred weight ; and there
was, at the time of Lord Sheffield’s laft publication,

e SR “""‘ a1t 8 P - 11 » =3 -'--:~~"< '\:;r*'/ 1-
a ih1p loading with flour in the river Thames for

Quebec, '*.:'.'.::;;"1 failed the beginning of April

e S
I | tia

No trace appears, but in his Lordfhip’s affer-
t of the forty thoufland quarters, or three hun-

dred and twenty thoufand buthels of Canada

wieat, thatuled to be imported to Philadelphia and
‘ew York annually, before the revolr.

There are many good mills in Canada, and
fome very capital ones, and no want of the means
of grinding any quantity of wheat they have te
orind.

huring the whole war, the army in Canada was
obliged to be {upplied with complete rations of

proviﬁons

to any other place: but t’;- crop again pmvcd.
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provifions from Europe, except a part of one
ﬁn(r]c year’s fupply of flour, for which the produce
of the country was relied upon; and that {mall
extra demand raifed the price from eighieen thil-
lings to thirty fhillings per hundred weight, and
occafioned great {carcity.

Thus it clearly appears, that for the nine laft
fucceflive ycars, Canada has had no wheat or flour
worthy of notice to export. Its greateft export,

viz. that of the year 1974, amounted to a mere
trifle, .ompared to the demands of the Sugar
Colonies. And although 1t be true, that, in fa-
vourable feafons, an overplus of grain, beyond the
cunfun ption of the inhabitants, may now and then
hdpPLn, yet fuch overplus can never be relied
upon ; and the frequency of difappointment muft
prOVc an infurmountable bar to new inhabitants
n

with a view to the cultivation of wheat.

No puw have ever been cultivated in Canada,
fo as to form an article of exportation.

With refpect to lumber; the quality of every
{pecies of the pine in Canada is vaftly inferior to
the pine timber of the Middle and Sourhcrn Colo-
ot {ell in the Welt Indies for much
the price. The Navy-board was
lately led to believe, that mafts might be had

~

from Canada; and fent out a furveyor to examine

nies, and du s n
more than half

them s
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them 5 but he found none fit for the fervice. The
white oak ftaves of Canada are of good quality,
but they are manufadtured to a fize fit for the
London market, which takes off the whole. The
price of labour, which runs from half a dollar to
a dollar per day, renders the cutting red oak
ftaves, or other low-priced lumber, impracticable
at any price which the Sugar Colonies can afford
to pay for it, in a country fo difficult of accefs as
Canada,

There has not been a fingle fhip built in the
province fince fome years before the late war; nor,

according to the lateft advices, is there a fingle one
building. All they have attempted is, boats and
{mall veffels, fit for the gavigation of their own
river.

And finally, The ftate of population precludes
all hope of a fpeedy increafe of fupplies. Not
more than two or three Britifh families have pur-
chafed lands for culrivation, fince the province
was firft ceded to us by France : The few Loyalifts
who have lately gone thither are chiefly trading
people: And the French Canadians, in number
about one hundred thoufand fouls, have not yet
exhibited any fuch figns of {pirit or vigorous in-
duftry, beyond what is neceflury for the fuftenance
of life, as to warrant gn expetation of their fur-

mounting all the difadvantages of climate, and
furnifhing
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furnithing a fupply at all extenfive to other coun.
tries. In fhort, any confiderable additional pro-
duce muft undoubtedly depend upon additional
hands, not now exifting in the province,

Secondly, as to Nova Scotia:

It has never yet produced grain {ufficient for
the fuftenance of its inhabitants, which, at the
commencement of the late war, did not exceed
twenty-feven thoufand fouls ; but are recently in-
creafed to about fixty thoufand fouls, by the emi-
gration of Loyalifts from the United States.

It bas never yet exported any lumber worthy the
name of merchandize ; and {o far from having any
to export, 1t appears, by the lateft advices, that a
confliderable importation was raking place from the
American dominions on the oppofite fide of the
Bay of Fundy.

It has never yet built any fhips beyond the {mall
craft employed in the fithery, and other fervices
upon its own coaft; and, confidering that there
are at prefent few or no fhip-builders among the in-
habitants, if fthip-building in Nova Scotia were to
be pufhed, it muft be principally by artifans emi-
grating thither from Great Britain and Ireland.

It
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It has never yet afforded any fupply of black
cattle to any other country whatever,

’ its timber 1s variouflly fpoken
of and' very 1 l' known ; but there is reafon to
believe, that all the pine fpecies, e efpecially thofe
growing on the Peninfula, are inferior to thofe

of the Middle and Southern Provinces of Ame-
1

rica. And although this Colony may, @ with

great encouragement, in time become inhabited
and productive, yet at prefent it affords nothing
for exportation but what may, by indiret means,
be brought into it from the fettlements made in
Frenchman’s Bay, and other parts of the Province
of Mainein the A merican domimons, from whence
the run zcrofs the mouth of the Bay of Fundy to
Port Rofeway, now called Port Shelburn, is only

about fixty or feventy leagues.

Thirdly, as tothe Wfland of St. Fobn:

It has never yet produced food for its own in-

Aid

1
3

habitants, in number about 2000 fouls,

It has never exported any thing that can be
confidered as merchandize, the produce of the
{1

Al-& l\!.

Its fithery is no better than that of Newfound-
land or Nova Scotia, whilft its fituation within the

Gulph
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Gulph-of St. Lawrence fhuts it up from all inter-
courfe for more than five months in the year; and
s fog, more impenetrable than even the fog of
Nova Scotia, renders the country too uncomfort-
able to hope for population, while land remains
unoccupied in happier climates.

Upon this review of the actual ftate of the
Britith North American Colonies, it is difficult to
treat a deliberate and perfevering attempt to im-
prefs the Public with an opinion, that the wants of
the Sugar Colonies may be fupplied from thence,
with that refpet which the Weft India Planters and
Merchants wifh to preferve upon the prefent occa-
fion. To fuppofe thofe Colonies a# 4/l produétive
for the purpofes of a fubftantial exportation, is to
anticipate the flow effet of many years of that
fteady: and ‘expenfive fyftem of encouragement
from the Mother-country, which raifed the other
North American Colonies to independence ; and to
fuppofe that “at any time their produce can be
rendered adequate to the Weft Indian demand,
appears vaftly beyond what the climate and other

natural difadvantages can ever admit, under any
encouragement whatfoever,

The truth is, that the Sugar Colonies can alone
be fupplied with lumber from the Dominions of the
United States, and that they cannot either well or
cheaply-be fupplied with many effential articles of

E ~ provifions
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provifions from any other country. Flour in parti-
cular will not keep in the Weft Indies, and requires
a conftant fupply by as fhort a voyage as poflible s
Even in the voyage from England it frequently
grows four; and live-ftock of all kinds obvioufly
require a fhort voyage at a favourable feafon of
the year. Without thefe {upplies, tbe cultivation
of the Sugar Colonies cannot be carried on; and whether
the circumftances of the cafe do or do not admit
the intercourfe, thereby created, to be confined to
Britith fhips, is the true queftion for the public
confideration : The fubject is highly important,and
involves in it very extenlive confiderations, which
require to be diftintly treated of,

Among the foremoft ftands the confideration
how thefe fupplies are to be paid for. This can
only be done by bills of exchange upon Great
Britainy; which is to all intents and purpofes fending
fo much money out of the kingdom; or by indu-
cing the Americans to take the fuperfluous part of
the produce of our Sugar Colonies in payment,
This they conftantly did, previous to the late war
and the following account of the total exportation
from the Sugar Colonies in the years 1773 and
1774, diftinguithing what went to' America, from
what came to Great Britain and Ireland, will beft
explain the natural courfe and extent of this
trade, and fhew how far it was any hardfhip to the
Mother-country to part with the commodities

which America took in payment.

An




An ACCOUNT of the total Exportation from the Britisu Sucar CoLoONIES, 1o the
Years 1773 and 1774.

N.B. The Packages are reduced to one common denomination of 1600/, per Hhd. of Sugar, and 110 Gallons
per Puncheon of Rum, and fome Commodities of trifling Amount are left out,

Rim Cotton.

o

Sugar Melafles. Pimento Cofiee. Ginger

To Britain and Ireland,
To America, - -

Total in 1773,

I'o Britain and Ireland,
I'o America, -

Total in 1774,

Hhds.
of 1600
1b.

Punch.
of 110
gallons

Hhd-.

gauge
unknown,

Gallons.

Caftks and
Bags of
unknown

Weight.

Cafks and

Bags of
unknown
weight.

Pounds.

Bags of
upknown
weight.

Pounds.

Pounds

118015
3776

25389
3226

18263
1521

235

53

3444731
364236

1184
184

846810
50080

462171
9o

122691

57654

19784

288

3808967

1368

896890

462261

141460
5325

26662
43488

14261
55°

711
28

3145580
410693

1385
171

929310
4802

180425
300

146785

70090

14801

739

3562273

1556

934112

180725
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From hence it plainly appears, that the Sugay
Colonies paid for their lumber and provifions
cniefly in rum. During the interruption: of this
commerce occafioned by the war, our ficets and
armies in North America and the Weft Indies
have occafioned a demand for rum perhaps not
much fhort of what America formerly took; but
that demand is now at an end 5 and to expect that
Great Britain and Ireland can take off an addi-
tional quantity of forty thoufand puncheons of
rum per annum, would be as abfurd, as to fuppofe
our Sugar Colonies could exift, if theywere obliged,
inftead of making this ufe of their rum, to throw
it away,and payabout four hundred thoufand pounds
fterling per annum for their lumber and provifions
out of the reft of their produce. Nothing can
therefore be more effential, than to take care that
no regulations be eftablithed which can tend to
drive the Americans into other mades of obtaining
a fupply of rum; and in'as far as they can be
induced to take fugar or other articles of our
produce, wild indeed muft that policy be on our
part, which ‘would prefer their confuming in
America the produce of French labeur and in-
dufiry, rather than Britifh,

The A& of Navigation, or more properly the
principle of that A¢t, branched out, varied, or
modified, as it has been, by a great number of
other Aéts of Parliament down to the prefent times,
muft, like all other human inftitutions, adapt itfelf

to
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to every material alteration of circumitances, or its
provifions will be no longer wife or falutary. It
originated when the national fpirit _of commercial
enterprize, operating upon natural advantages long
neglected, began to produce thofe effeéts which
have raifed this nation to greatnefs. Our ancef-
tors then faw, that the Britifh empire and its
dependencies contained within them every thing
that was efiential to the eftablifament and fupport
of their then infant Colonies, and, under thole
circumftances, wifely confined the intercourfe of
thofe Colonies to the Mother-country, and to each
other, and the importation of foreign commodities
into the Mother-country, to be by Britith fhips (in
that defcriprion, including the fhips of Ireland and
the Colonies) or by thips of the country from
whence the commodities were imported. Our
agriculture, manufactures, and the commerce
thereon dependent, have fince increaled to an
amazing dearee, and (at a time when they are
treated in fo fubordinate a way, as men whofe pro-
perty and exiftence are to lay at the mercy of the
moft ill-informed prejudices of individuals), the
Weft India Planters and Merchants may be allowed
to fay, that if any body of men have more emi-
nently contributed to fuch increafe than another,
it 1s to them, and to the inveftment of at leaft fifty
millions fterling of their property in the Sugar
Colonies, that fuch diftin&ion i1s due. Our agri-
culture, manufactures, and commerce have rifen
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to greatnels, and navigation and naval power have
rilen in their train: But navigation and naval
power are among the bappy fruits, not the parents
of commerce ; for if agriculture and manufadtures,
and mutval wants, did not furnith the fubject of
mcercourfe between diftant countries, there muft
foon be an end of navigation. To facrifice the
jources of commerce, or cramp them, with a view
to promote navigation, is therefore obvioufly de-
ftructive of the very end propofed : “The carrying
srade is of great importance, but it is of greater
ftill 70 have trade to carry. Encourage cultivation
and manufadlures, and promote a demand for their
produce, and render its conveyance to market
caly, and the benefits of navigation will follow of
courfe : But encourage the fpeculative fancies of
thole who think they can, by human infticutions,
ftrongly controul the natural courfe of things, and
indulge them in cramping the operation of the
¢aiifz, n order to increafe the effef, and the manu-
tactures, commerce, navigation, and naval power
of Britain muft fink together. The policy of
the Act of Navigation is juftly popular. Its regu-
lations, until the lofs of America, under the various
relaxations which Parliament has applied to parti-
cular events and exigencies as they arofe, have
guided the courfe of trade without opprefling it
for the markets which thofe regulations left open
to the confumption of the produce of the Colonies

were {ufficient to take off the whole; and no foreign

COUHIF}-”




[ 39 1

country could have fupplied the eflential part of
their wants materially cheaper, than the Colonies or
the Mother-country could fupply one another.
The independence of America has totally changed
all this, and yet we hefitate to follow the event
with anfwerable regulations.

The intercourfe between North America and the
Sugar Colonies hasat all times been carried on,
chiefly by fmall veflfels builc in America, and
navigated at a very cheap rate, which brought
provifions and lumber to fell, and carried back their
own returns. ‘T'he expence of navigation in long
voyages is vaftly higher, in proportion to the length
thereof; than in fhort ones: and the American vel-
{els, thus making freight both ways, with very thort
voyages, brought their bulky commodities to our
confumption at perhaps the cheapeft rate poffible ;
but {till the expence of its tranfportation exceeded
its original value, - Whatever increafes the expence
at which the culture and manufacture of fugar in
the Weft Indies is to be carried on, moft evidently
firikes at the root of every benefit derived from
them ; yet, in order to reduce the price of thofe
commodities, and enable us, according to the noble
Lord’s idea, to contend for the confumption ever of
America with foreign Colonies, whofe foil and
other advantages are {uperior to our own, meafures
are infifted on, which muft at once thut the Ame-
rican market againft our produce, and oblige us to

take
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take theirs at an expence far beyond what the
nature of the cafe requires, or our rivals pay. It has
already been fhewn what reliance is to be had upon
the fhipping of Canada and Nova Scotia. That of
Bermudas amounts to a very trifling part indeed of
tie tonnage wanted, and whatever may be the noble
Lord’s facility in condemning our Iflands to fuffer
for it, if they are {o helplefs, and will not make fo
Jmall an effort as to fir out veffels, in addition
thereto, fufficient to fupply themfelves with provifions
and lumber, it would have been as well if his
Lordfhiphadadvertedeven to hisown reprefentation
of the extent of that fupply, and had taken the
trouble to inform himfelf of the practicability of
building or fitting out almoft any fhips whatever
from our iflands, before fuch doétrines were fported
to the Public. If the intercourfe by American
{hips remains prohibited, the bulk of the fupply
muft be had either by indire& means from the
Americans through the ne‘ghbouring foreign
iflands, or coming into ports where we have no
Cuftom-houfe Officers, or elfe by fhips fent in
ballaft from Great Britain to America, to fetch it
under all the burthens which the policy of Ame-
rica, rendered adverfe by fuch hoftile inftitutions,
can impofe. The direét trade between Britain and
America has not, at any time, afforded outward
bound freight at all equal to the homeward bound;
and confequently, thips notin the dire¢t trade, but
going there accidentally upon a circuitous voyage,

i 7 have
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have feldom obtained any freight out, unlefs from
{fome cafualty ; and as the lumber trade could by
no means bear the expence of navigation by fhips
fo fitted out, and making the voyage from Britain
to America in ballaft, a very fmall proportion of
the fupply was at any time imported by fuch fhips
into the Weft Indies. But it will be afked, Why
may not Britifh fhips, when in the Weft Indies,
make a voyage to America with rum, fugar, &c.
and bring back lumber, with the advantage of
having freight both ways? Lord Sheflield gives
a full anfwer. The prices have at all times been
much lower in the foreign ifiands thanin ours ; and
although, whilft we permitted the Americansto bring
us heir produce, and take back ours,the homeward-
bound freight operated as a bounty, and the habit
of intercourfe led to the confumption of Britifh
produce, even under fome {mall difadvantage; we
can never expect, that while we prohibit this
intercourfe, and the French permit it, the Ameri-
cans will confume any part of our produce which
they can otherwife be fupplied with. Upon this
principle, befides what has been done in Carolina,
as ftated by Lord Sheffield, the Affembly of
Maryland (one of the moft moderate of the United
States), immediately on receiving advice of our
reftrictive proclamation herein before mentioned,
paffed an A, impoling a duty on all Britifh (hips

coming into their ports, and on all merchandize
imported thercin being Britifh property, and em-
F powering
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powering their Delegates in Congrefs to agtee to
a law, confining all importation into America to be
by American thips. Upon the fame occafion, the
Affembly of Virginia refolved unanimoufly, to
authorife their Delegates in Congreis, to prohibic
Britith veflels from importing the produce of the
Britith Weft Indies into the United States, {o long
as thofe reftrictions thould be continued ; and or-
dered a Bill to be brought into their own Affembly
accordingly. Advice is received, that the province
of Pennfylvannia has come to refolutions fimilar to
thofe of Maryland, and the concurrence of the
Northern Provinces, whofe intereft is more deeply
concerned in the meafure than the Southern ones,
can never be doubted. How well founded Lord
Sheffield’s aflertions are, that France prohibits the
intercourfe between her Sugar Colonies and the
American dominions, let the following Proclama-
tion bear witnefs, The French governmient could
at all times give an effectual protection to Ameri-
can fhips in their ports, notwithftanding any pub-
lic edicts of prohibition ; becaufe zb¢y have no cuf-
tom-houfe officers empowered by law to feize fhips
for their own benefit, independent of the will of the
governor, grounded upon fecret orders; and the
Americans were well accuftomed to truft to fuch
protetion : but all difguife is now thrown off, and

the permiffion avowed.

Tranflation
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Tranflation of a Proclamation by the Vifeount De
Damas, Governor of Martinique, and Command-
ant-General of the French Windward [flands,
dated 23d July 1783.

WarazerEeas the trade of our Colonies, and that
of the Thirteen United States of North America,
promifes a reciprocal benefit and advantage to
both nations, fo are we willing to grant the laft-
mentioned every privilege in our potts or harbours,
In order to animate them thereunto, it has appear-
ed to us, as we find that the duty formerly ftipu-
lated on them was not calculated agreeable to the
nature of the trade, iading, arid fize of their vefiels 3
alfo for the reafon of the long detention of their
veflels in our ports, we find that they muft have
run into many unneceflary expences, which have
caufed ‘the lofs of their voyage and labour; to
prevent thofe obftacles, we do hereby grant and
permit to their merchants, to furnith our Colonies
with every kind of their commodities whieh our
nation cannot fupply us with, and likewife to {uf-
fer them to purchafe and load any kind of pro-
duce of our faid iflands, of which we alfo grant the
fame privilege to our own merchants; this being
the will and pleafure of -his Majefty, who has au-
thorized and ordered us to have it publifhed, and
the following articles:

tft, All Americans that carry on trade in
our Colonies, fhall have no ‘more to pay for every
F 2 veficl
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veffel than fixteen livres ten fols * anchorage, and
twenty-four livres fifteen fols + at the Admiralty-
office, and the fame fum and no more to the in-
terpreter ; for which he fhall be bound to take the
Captain to the General or Governor, and to affift
him in every thing according to the laws and cuf-
toms of the country,

2d, And as we want to favour as much as pof-
fible the fpeedy difpatch of all American vefiels,
we do hereby permit and allow to all thofe efta-
blifhed merchants to build at the Bay of Gallery a
rum diftillery, and round about the city of St.
Pierre proper cifterns, to keep a fufficient quantity
of molaffes, for which we hereby exempt them
from all duty and tax-money, and every one of
their negroes, for the fpace of five years.

We have thought proper to publifh, regifter,
and inftitute this at the Admiralty-office, and every
Cuftom-houle within our government; and allo
charged our Direftor General to ufe every dili-
gence tofee it executed, in order that no perfons
hereafter may plead ignorance.

Signed, &c. DAMAS.

Counterligned by the proper Officers.

But further; Lord Sheffield argues, that this
permiffion to export produce in American fhips

—~———
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from the French iflands, will, as far as relates to thé
great article of rum, be of no confequence ; for the
French cannot fupply them, and confequently they
muft ftill take their rum from the Britifh iflands,
where alone it is to be had. Such indeed would
have been the cafe, had we been as early wife as
the French, and had not by violence turned the
channel of fupply. The only obftacle to the
making rum in any quantity in the French iflands,
is the want of {tills and the other utenfils of dif-
tillation, which are expenfive in the firt conftruc-
tiog, but kept up and worked afterwards at very
little expence. There is no ground whatever for
fuppofing the quality of { fuch rum at all inferior
to that with which we have chiefly fupplied the
American confumption, and the longer we perfe-
vere in the meafures which have raifed againft us
this dangerous rival, the more we fhall open the
eyes of thc French to our folly, and their own
intereft in protecting the manufaéture., The argu-
ment dla\x-n from the pofition, that the molafles
can be diftilled but once, and therefore it is the
fame thing to us whether the Americans diftil
them in their own country as heretofore, or
diftil them in the French iflands, leaves our one
#mall confideration, viz. that the zormgn 1flands
producc molaffes abundantly f{ufficient for both

v

purpofes : And the argument

o

prounded on 1ts not

o (")

being fox the m'::af. of :ft:: Americans to fet up
or encourage diftilleries in the foreign iflands, be-

2 caufe
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ciufe they have diftilleries at home, is anfwered
by the noble Liord himfelf : for he ftates, and the
fact 1s, that (from whatever caufe it may arife)
molafles diftilled any where elfe, and without the
additions they receive in the Welt Indies from the
{kimmings of the fugar, do not in any country
produce a liquor at all like Weit India rum, bug
much inferior to 1t: witnefs the quality of the
molafics fpirit in England, which is little, if at all,
fuperior to the raw unrectified fpirit of the malt
diftillers. As far as the internal confumption of
America is concerned, there is therefore no com-
petition between their own diftilleries, and thole
eftablithing in the French iflands.

The apprehenfion, that if American fhips were
fuffered to take fugar from cur Iflands, they would
convey it not to America, burt to foreign countries,
and rob us of the carriage of it, 1s fully anfwered
by Liord Sheflicld himfelf. Sugar is, and ever has
been cheaper in the French Iflands, where the
Americans are at liberty to receive 1t; and it is
paft all doubt that Britith Plantation fugar may be
conveyed cheaper through the medium of -Great
Britain to its confumption in any of the northern
parts of Europe, where alone the demand for it
can arife, than by any other channel whatever.
The fear 1s therefore chimerical ; but a limitation

of tonnage to the (hips employed in the American

intercourfe, confining it to be by vellels having
only
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enly one deck, and not exceeding eiglity or ene
hundred tons burthen, mult furely fatisfy the moft
timorous on this head ; for fuch vefiels can never
be to any extent enplo;cd in tran{porting fugar
acrols the Atlantic, nor could they be got infured.
The planters and merchants think the caution
wholly unneceffary ; however, they do not mean
to object to the limitation, becaufe all the effential
purpofes of both countries may be effected under

‘_
dle

In anfwer to the queltion, How were the Sugar
Colonies fupplied wicth lumber and provifions dur-
ing the war? the parties concerned with great
truth fay, Very ill, and at an expence which, not-

'r a :!' r o .f I 3 ~ G AT 7 { ~
withftanding the high price of fugar in'England,
has been ruinous. At different times different
parts of the Continent of America, where our arms
have prevailed, were open to us: G-’:o;‘g;ix was
moltly fo ; Ealt Florida always; Weft Florida for
a confiderable time. The fupply by prizes was
grear,and that derived through neutral iflands by no
means trifling. And finally, our
ven by neceffity to that worft of all appl;

tons, for
the pi.:bhc good of their own labour, viz, the railino
te J

iGone A 1 ¢ ) by - . :
provilions, and cutting lumber upon their own

1 - - 1 . T ] Y 1 1
eftates. It is evident that the Public can onlv be

profited by the application of that labour to the
cultivation and manufa&ture of artif;}egs of com

{

merce; and in as far as any regulations tend to
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make it more for the iptereft of the planter to raife
any thing elfe upon his eftate, they, by inevitable
confequence, deftroy fo much of his power to pro-
duce articles of commerce ; and from this confi=
deration, another very powcrful reafon arifes, for
bringing to his hand, atthe cheapeft rate poffible,
thofe {fupplies of provifion and lumber which are
the very foundations of all his culture.

During th fcven months that have elapfed be-
tween their receiving the news of the Proclamation
and the date f H‘c laft advices, the iflands have
probably [uffered lefs from the want of lumberand
provifions than might juftly have been apprehend-
ed. Various caufes have contributed to their re-
lief. The iflands which had been co'*qucred by
the French, had the benefit, whillt under that do-
minion, of a free intercourfe with the Americans,
and have been ceded to us in a fituation in this re-
fpe& enabling them to fupply much of the wants
of their neighbouring iflands. Before the news of
the Proclamation reached Jamaica, many Ameri-
can veflels had carried large fupplies thither, Some
have fince gone by Britifh thips, free from the new
burthens which the American States are but begin-
ning to lay upon that navigation, and probably fome
fubject to them ; and there is no doubt but a great
deal has been obtained by American veffels, either
directly, or through the mediumof CapeNicolasinSt.
Domingo, notwithftanding the Proclamation, And

it
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t¢ muft not be forgotten, thatit is ftilllawful, under
the Free Port A& of 6 Geo. 1II. continued by an
A& of 21 Geo. I1I. ¢ To import into the ports of
“« Kingfton, Savanna La Mar, Montego Bay, and
<¢ Santa Lucea in Jamaica, from any foreign Co-
' ¢ Jony or Plantation in America,” (within which
de(crii;tion the Dominions of the United States
now fall) * in any foreign veflel whatfoever, not
¢¢ having more than one deck, all manner of
“ ogoods and commodities, the growth or produce
¢¢ of any fuch Colony or Plantation, manufaétures
¢¢ excepted.” By all thefe means, a fufficiency of
lumber, to pack the crop of the prefent fummer,
will probably be pro«.u‘ui at fome pee= or other:
but through whatever channel it comes, it is from
the American dominions alone that it muft be had ;
and the queflion, Whether it 1s more for the public

good to take it in the che: apeft way ‘v\/tth reciprocal
advantaoes that are effential to our exiftence; or in

the deareft way, foregoing all thofe advantages, and
transferring them to the French? would not feem
to require much deliberation.

Under all thefe circumftances, it is hoped that
no reafonable dovbt can remain about the ten-
dency of thefe fatal reftriCtions, as between us
and America and rival nations. Inftead of avail-
ing ourfelves of thofe difpofitions which Gimilarity
of language, religion, manners, laws, and 'd‘l_.\'x";

st i ioibunid ferac:
habits, and individual conneclions, could not fail
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foon to revive between the two countries under a
wife and :zccornmodatmg conduct, and thereby
rendering the lofs of America as little hurtful to
ourfelves, and as little advantageous to rival na-
tions as pf)mol we are, by a narrow and petulant
jealoufy, driving her into the arms of thofe very
rm.ls, to their aggrandizement and our ruins and
may find it no eafy matter to refame channels of
trade once loft.

The imaginary objeftions advanced on the part
of Ruffia and Ireland, appear wholly foreign to
the fubje@®.—Ary arrangement of the intercourfe
between the Sugar Colonies and America, muft
narrow, and not extend, thofe rights of intercourfe
inder which Ruffia made her alliance with us;
confequently, they can be no infringement of that
alliance, and in truth are not in the fmalleft de-
oree the obje@sof it.  But put the cafeat the worft,
and let it be even [uj )pokd that her Imperial Ma-
Jc“cv thould infit, -that the too fhall have the right
of {ending the pxodua of Ruffia from thence in
Ruflian thips with one deck, and not exceeding
cighty or one hundred tons burthen, to our Sugar
Colonies, and bring back fugar; wh at could the
evil extend to? an any man believe that fuch a
pretenfion would ever ferioufly be fet up f—As to
Ireland, although there be no doubt of the good
endeavours of thuu: who have fhewn themfelves

ever ready to embroil-us with our fifter kingdom,
they
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they will not find it ez fy to confound two points
fo diftinct from each other, as the quanium of duty

payable to the revenue of their own c._.*z.r;f.f‘;y upon the
importation of any commodity, and the right to

U

g0 and fetch that commodity. Britein imparted
Ireland

that right to go and fetch 1t to Ireland, as a

matter of favour; and Ireland i1s tco juit to con-

o jult
. - - Ny -__,1';
ceive that Britain thereby precluded hericlt

from regulating the trade of her own Colonies in
other refpeéts, according to future events. While
Ireland enjoys the commerce of the Britith Sugar
Colonies upon the fame footing that England does
{he can have no caufe to complain; but hard in-
deed would be the lot of the Sugar Colunies, if,
whilft both Britain and Ireland enjoy the freeft in-
tercourfe with the Americans in American fhips,
they, to whom a/one, from local circumftances, that
mode of intercourfe is ¢ffential, fhould ftand pre-
cluded from it. The Irith thmk too generoully, to
with to eftablith any fuch principle.

One other view remains to be taken of the re-
firiction contended for, and it is an important
one. If it were poffible to confine the intercourle
between the Sugar Colonies and America to Bri-
tifh-built fhips, 1s it quite {o clear, as mien ima-
gine, that we have (hips to carry it on, or can
keep up fuch a ftock of Britith fhipping in the
merchants fervice, as would be wanted ? There is
no doubr, but immediately upon the difcharge of

o]
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the tranfport fervice, a great many thips built dur-
ing the war exprefsly for that fervice, were thrown
out of employment; but it is to be confidered,
that the American-buiit fhips heretofore deemed
Britith, are now beq :41:’,1 1g tO wear out very faft,

and that no more American fhips can be received

as Britith, unlefs Jomc :1ccommod;ating plan of

NT 1

adoption in Nova Scotie fhall be fallen upon, 1In-

dependent of the intercourfe in queftion, which,

as has been before obferved, was carried on almoft

vholly in American bottoms, the pronortiOn of

the general trade of this country fo carried on was
vcr}' oreat. Britith and American privileges being

before the war the fame, it is not eafy to come at
exafl information, what proportion the one clafs
3 AR

of thipping bore to the other; and probably no
official documents are extant that would fhew it;

b?;: an inftitution of the Underwriters ot LQ xd()t]
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of merchants and L::xicz'x\';':zcrs have eftablifhed fur-
veyors at all the principal ports of the kingdom,
who inake weekly returns of every fhip employed
in foreign trade that enters the port; but take no
cognizanceof the coafting trade, upon which fewer

- I NCs N N 2 '} ‘.I . *neo 3 A !
InDiurances are mace. 1 hole returns ftate her
AR TS P S e e | S 598 ) ] il are Is
name, tonnage and ace, where built, who are the
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s EE P AT IR f o OB % podoe i t Lo Kkiill cand

LnCHr (l!..ﬁulf;.“‘ E 21C] \,LLLA.\». ()[u as to tne I.UH and
i ¢

tha rrooing and VIt . A qll hola tpriterna ATeE

biive ! '_)“)<J cedive gcutat 3 n. i odl [l Sie lbl.ui 1O Al S

Po!
POILLES
k




[1 58451

pofted weekly into books for the ufe of the fub.
| {cribers. In the year 1775, the furveying ports
were London, Briftol, Liverpool, Lancafter, Whtie-
baven, Workington, Marypert, Leith, Tinmouth,
Hull, Whithy, Lynn, Yarmouth, Porifmouth, Cowes,
Pool, Topfbam, Exeter, Dartmoutbh, Biddeford,
Barnftaple, Appledore, Dublin, Corke, Belfaft, New-
ry, and Waterford 5 and the book of that year con-
tains the laft furvey of every fhip employed in
foreign trade that had entered any of thofe ports

= o

in 1772, 1773, 1774, and till the Autumn of
1775, {hewing the date of the laft {urvey; but
inferting no fhip twice, although all the conftant
traders had in that period been many times fur-
)‘ veyed. The number amounts to 6219 fail, which
: ftand reported,

Tons.

3908 Britifh-built, amounting to 605,645
2311 American-built — — 373,018

The tonnage of both is much below the truth,

being the tonnage the fhips were regiftered at ; but

1 Al ;
as there 1s no ground to {uppofz the one more fo
than the other, the proportion holds; and it fol-

\ b  bae leve s £ S ]
lows, that as far as this furvey extended. the
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American fhipping emploved in the foreien trade
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directly to and from Brirain, amounted to a cood
deal more than half as much as the Britith. Now
. Now,
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there appears no reafon to fear a falling-off of the
Britith trade : it will follow, that without med-
dling with the intercourfe between America and the
Weft Indies, we muft add nearly one half to our
ftock of fhips in the merchants fervice, as the
American fhips and thofe difcharged from the
tranfport fervice gradually wear out; and whether
that can be done without too much exhaufting the
timber of the kingdom before it comes to the
growth fiz for large fhips, will require the moft fe-
rious conflideration. To build fhips in England
with imported timber will never anfwer ; and it
muft not be forgot that every increafe of the price

a fhip operates as a tax upon the manufactures
and commerce which fhe is to tranfport; and that
our price of fhip-building is alreadz perhaps the
higheft in the world w here materials are to be had.
It is not meant to draw this head to any precife
conclufion, but to {uggeft the general confideration
of it as very important in itfelf, and applying col-
laterally to the prefent queftion; in which the
Weft India Planters and Merchants eonfidently truft
they ftand otherwife fupporced by facts incontro-
vertible, and oppofed by no argument that does
not fap the foundation of the very interefts it pro-

feflcs to {upport.

JAMES ALLEN, Secretary,
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