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London, May 14, 1784.

At a Meeting of the Weft-India 
Planters and Merchants,

Refolved, That the following Confiderations on 
the Prefait State of the Intercourfe between 
his Majefys Sugar Colonies and the 
Dominions of the United States of 
America, be printed, and fent, in the 
name of this Meeting, to every Member 
of both Houfes of Parliament, and to 
the Principal Trading Towns in Great 
Britain and Ireland.

JAMES ALLEN, See.
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CONSIDERATIONS

O N T H E

Prefeiit State of the Inter coürfe be­
tween his Majefty’s Sugar Colo­
nies and the Dominions of the 
United States of America*

Third Edition of a Pamphlet, intitled*
44 Obfervations on the Commerce of the

44 American States* by John Lord Sheffield,’5 
having been lately introduced to the Public, with 
large additions, and an alfurance, 44 That the 
€‘ Fads were not lightly taken up, but minutely 
44 and carefully enquired into, and ftridly exa- 
44 mined the Weft India Planters and Mer­
chants think it incumbent on them no longer to 
hazard the public judgment being milled on 
points fo efiential to the general welfare, by his

A 2 Lordlhip’s
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Lordfliip’s unconîradiCted authority. Their wifrî 
Was, to have contradicted, in the whole of his Lord* 
fhip’s own words, fo much of his alertions as 
relate to themfelves and the Britifh Sugar Colonies, 
with the matters of faCt ; but they find fuch a 
perpetual repetition of the fame afiertions in va­
rious forms, and the whole mafs of afiertions, 
opinions, and extraneous matter fo complicated 
and confufed, that they could not effeCt that pur- 
pofe, without inferring herein the greateft part of 
the three pamphlets : they will therefore endea­
vour fairly, and as nearly as pofiible in his own 
words, to ftate the lubftance, and lay the 
queftion, refpe&ing the Intercourfe between the 
Sugar Colonies and the United States of America, 
before the Public, upon the true grounds on 
which its ifiue depends -, leaving the inveftigation 
of the reft of his Lordfhip’s doctrines to whom it 
may concern.

It may be proper to premife, that the firft edi­
tion of the pamphlet in queftion was publifhed in 
Spring 1783, immediately after the joint-adminiftra- 
tion of Lord North ana Mr. Fox was formed, and in 
oppofition to a Bill which the then late Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Mr. Pitt, had left depending in Par­
liament, for a temporary regulation of the Trade 
and Intercourfe between the Dominions of Great 
Britain and thofe of the United States. It was 
by that Bill propofed to be enaCled, amongft other

things*
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things, that American (hips might carry their 
own produce to our Blands, Colonies, or Plant­
ations in America, and take back the produce 
thereof in return. The Bill was rejected in Par­
liament, and in lieu of it, an Aft was pafled, 
empowering the Crown for a limited time, which 
has been by two fubfequent afts prolonged, and 
will expire the 20th June 1784, to regulate the 
faid trade and intercourfe by proclamation. Ac­
cordingly, proclamations have been from time 
to time iflfued, which fubftantially carry into exe­
cution moil of the other objefts of Mr. Pitt’s Bill, 
but confine the intercourfe between the Sugar 
Colonies and the American States to Britifli-built 
fhips, whilft they leave the trade between Great 
Britain and America free to the Blips of Ame­
rica. It is chiefly in fupport of this reftriftion 
upon the Sugar Colonies, that Lord Sheffield’s 
labours have been employed, and to prove the 
truth of an aflertion which pervades the whole 
work, ‘That the Weft Indies may be fufficiently 
fupplied with the Articles of North American pro­
duce from Canada., Nova Scotia, and the Ifland of 
St. John.

To this end, his Lordfhip aflerts as follows :
The coaft round St. John s abounds with fifh. The 

foil of the ifland is excellent, and capable of great 
improvement. No country in the world affords 
better pafture for cattle, and provifions of all

kinds
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kinds may he ratfed in great abundance. [Ëdï* 
tion 2d, page 42.]

Peaje, which may be made a fübftituté' for rice or 
Indian corn, cheaper in Canada than in any 
part of the American States, where they are 
only raifed in the province of New-York and the 
ferjcys : though perhaps there may not be a fuff - 
cient quantity raifed in Canada at prefent to fup- 
ply any great demand, there may foon. [Edi­
tion 1 ft, page 44.]

Before the war, the wheat from Canada begam to be 
preferred at Barcelona. It keeps better in a hot 
climate, being ufually font in grain, and yields 
from fixty to fixty-five pounds per bufhel -, yet the 
fleur of it, not being very white, fells proportion­
ally cheaper. Being in grain, the Spanifh pur- 
chafer had the advantage of manufacturing it ; 
and there being a demand in Canada for a low- 
priced, but ftrong red wine of Spain, for which 
there was none in the American States, the Cana­
dian merchants had great advantages, and they' 
may be fill increafed *. There was no winter- 
wheat in Canada previous to 1763. In 1774, 
vaft quantities of both that and fummer-wheat 
were exported, not lefs than five hundred thou- 

fund bujhels, with which above one hundred vef-

* They could not lawfully import wine into Canada from 
Spain.

[el$



[ 7 ]
Jeh were loaded for Europe, befides what was 

fent in flour and bifcuit to the JVeft-Indies and 
fljheries ; and one hundred thoufand bufloels were 
left in hand for want of floips to export them. 
In five or fix years, three or four hundred fail 
might be employed from Canada in different 
branches. Our V/eft-India ifiands will then be 
under no neceflity of drawing fupplies from the Arne - 
rican States -, and the importation of their wheat 
and flour fijould be prohibited. Fhe merchants 
of Philadelphia, the capital of the corn country, 

fent J,hips to Quebec to load with wheat from 
thence to Europe. Canada can fupply the New- 
foundland fljheries with flour and bread. [EdE 
tion 2d, page 45.]

Forty thoufand quarters of Canada wheat ufed to be 
imported to Philadelphia and New-Tork annually 
before the revolt. [Edition 3d, page 65.]

No wheat is fent from America to the Weft-Indies, 
except a very f mall quantity for poultry, or fluch 
if es. In the year 1769, one hundred and fixty
bufloels of wheat were exported from North Ame­
rica to the Weft-Indies -, but twelve thoufand Je- 
ven hundred and thirty tons of flour and bread 
were exported from thence in the year 1770, into 
our iüands. As wheat has been for feveral years 
f aft, and previous to the war, cheaper in Canada 
than in the American States, and as the New- 
Fork and Philadelphia mills were ten years ago

Supplied



Jupplied with forty thoufand quarters from Cana­
da, there can he no doubt that thefe articles will 
come cheaper from that province, when a fufficient 
number of corn-mills are erebled, than from the 
American States. Canada will then be able to 
fend her flour immediately to the place of confump- 
tion, without paffing through the medium of New- 
York and Philadelphia, leaving a great profit at 
thofe places. [Edition 3d, page 118.]

Yhere is only one capital mill in Canada. [Edition 
2d, page 84.]

Canada willfoon amply fupply the principal articles 
wanted in the iflands, except Indian corn and rice ; 
and if there Jhould be a difficulty in getting thefe 
articles, the cheapnefs of wheat in Canada will 

foon afford a good fubfiitute for them. [Edition 
2d, page 89.]

Nova Scotia, or St. John's If and, cannot, for fomt 
time, fpare much grain, as they are new fettle- 
ments. Yhey plant fummer-wheat, as in Canada ; 
but from the Jhortnefs of the fummer, and becaufe 
the planters are not in good order fufficient to take 
all advantages of the feafon, and are not ac­
quainted as yet with all the adequate methods 
that may be known in a more advanced ft ate of 

fettlement, the fummer-wheat is apt to blaft ; the 
fettlers therefore all injudicioufly in giving theni- 
felves up fo much to the culture of wheat. Yhefe 

2 countriesi
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countries grow fine barley, good rye*, and tole­
rable oats -, and as theje grains are not fkbjeft to 
the accidents 'peculiar to new-fettled northern 
countries, they fijould therefore principally culti­
vate them and peafie, at leaf: for the p refient. 
Lower Canada grows fummer-wheat. Higher 
Canada, which is the great granary, grows both 

fiummer and whiter wheat. [Edition 3 d, page 
120.]

TVTova Scotia may raifie oxenJujfieient for the ifiandst 
having fine p aft ure. [Edition ad, page 76.}

Horfies for the Jaddle came from New England on 
the befi terms, and may be Jupplied through Nova 
Scotia and Canada f. Horfies for draught; and 
for thefugar-works, are effentially necefif'ary in the 
IVindward Ijlands, and can be had from Canada 
on better terms than from any other countty\ : 
they are JmaJl, but very firong and hardy. [Edi­
tion id, page 70.]

It is fiaid, however, that horfies from the Southern 
Colonies, being ufied to a warm climate, are pre­

ferred. [Edition 3d, page 118.]

* Neither of which are confirmed in the Weft-Indies,,

f So that thofe Colonies may be allowed a direct intercourfe 
with the United States, though the Sugar Colonies muft not.

Î Witnefs the number fupplied by Canada, when the trade 
Co all .America was free.

B A con-
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A confide?able quantity of candles and Joap njed to g& 

from England to America,. Our ijlands were never
well fupplied with foap from England ; they got a 
confiderahle quantity from the Butch. There is 
a drawback on exportation, of id. per lb. on 
candles, and ifd. per lb. on foap. If the trade 
with the Weft-Indies fhould be laid open, Britain 
and Ireland may lofe the foap and candle trade* a 
[Edition 3d, page 124.]

The mafts and fpars formerly fent to Europe from 
America, were procured from the northern parts 
of New England 3 but they have been gradually 
cut, near to water-carriage, and are daily becom­
ing more fear ce and more difficult to be got in the 
American States, whilft the forefts of Nova Sco­
tia and Canada} abounding in timber of that kinds 
remain untouched, [Edition 2d^ page 49.]

The beft timber for pipe-ftaves and lumber in gene­
ral, is to be found in Canada and Nova Scotia ; 
and the forefts in thofe countries have been hither­
to almoft untouched. They will be found, for a 
long time to come, inexhauftible, whilft timber has 
already become fcarce in moft of the American 
States, and in the Middle and Southward Pro-

* This reafoning teems to ftand thus :—Britain and Ireland 
fupplied both America and the Weft-indies ; — open the trade 
between America and the Weft-Indies, and Britain and Ire­
land will lofe the fupply of both0

vrnces
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winces is not of Jo good a quality. [Edition 2d* * 
page 51.]

The lumber of the Southern Colonies is 'preferred, 
and is fold 10 per cent, dearer ; it is moftly for 
building. [Edition 3d, page 68.]

Ships are now built in Canada little inferior to 
thofe built in Britain. [Edition 2d, page 64.]

Prom the great plenty of timber in Nova Scotia and 
Canada, and the beginning fcarcity of it near 
water-carriage in the American States, thefe 
articles may be imported from the former on better 
terms than from the latter. [Edition 2d, 
page 75.]

Phe Sugar Colonies did not get fo much lumber by 
prizes, and through neutral iflands, as may now 
be got immediately from Canada and Nova Scotia. 
Phe lumber of thofe Colonies is as good as any in 
America, and may foon be fent cheaper than it 
could from thé revolted Provinces in their prefent, 
or any probable fate. Some little time may be 
necejfary before a full fupply of all the articles 
they can produce will be obtained-, but it will be 
better for this country to allow a bounty * on 
lumber, conveyed in Britifh vejfels from Canada 
and Nova Scotia to the Weft Indies, for a limited

> > >
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deff vet let ùs ajlow“a'’b^iinty for carrying i'*to market.
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time, than to fa cr if ce our carrying trade ; alfo a 
bounty on building ftps in Canada and Nova 
Scotia, to be employed in the carrying trade to- 
the Weft Indies. [Edition 2d, page 84.. 
Edition 3d, page 144, J

In the article of wheat, if has appeared how 
amply Canada can fupply our if ands. It ap­
pears alfo, that no part of the world furnifes 
greater advantages for Jhip-building.—In fort, 
it is unquefionably a fait, that Nova Scotia 
Canada, and the if and of St. John, will foon 
become capable, with very little encouragement,, 
of fupply ing our if anas with all the flipping, fifh, 
timber, and lumber of every kind, and with mill 
or draft horfes, with four and feveral other 
articles they may want. [Edition 2d, page 85.]:

Fhe difference of price between French, DanifhT 
Dutch, and Britijh Wefi India fugar, was fo 
great, that above two-thirds of the fugar im­
ported into 'America came from the foreign ifands 
and cheaper, notwithfanding the duty on the 
foreign of five fillings per hundred. Floe 
greatefi part was regularly entered -, that which 
was fmuggled into America, is computed to have 
incurred an expence equal to half the duty, be- 
fides the, exbence .of getting it in a.• clandefiine

m. It
not be 

taken

manner fr'ent the fcreignnfânds and'Sumac
® >

is clear from this, that our fugars will
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taken for conjunction in the American States? 
and that they only mean to he carriers elfewhere? 
if -permitted to go to our if ands *. Neither Hol­
land nor France will Juffcr the American States 
to carry fugar from their ports in the IVeft Indies? 
notwithstanding the connection now between them. 
[Edition zd? page 65.]

Fhe licenfe given lately by the court of France to 
ere F fugar-houfes to refine three millions of pounds 
of fugar in Martinico? for the American market? 
cannot? and will not be confidered as a favour by 
the States? who cannot wife to avail themfelves 
of it? having many refineries of their own. No 
indulgence is allowed by France as to raw fugars. 
South Carolina has made? in the article of refined 
fugar? a difcrimination in favour of France, 
Spain? Holland? Denmark? and Sweden? of one 
hundred per cent. duty. Fhe refined fugar of 
the Britijh Plantations being fubjeFcd to double 
duty? and the rawfugars to twenty-five per cent. 
more than the foreign. Surely this conduct does 
not entitle the States to any indulgence in trading 
to our iflands. F he difcr imination however is
as odious as it is unneceffary. [Edition jd, 
page 108.]

* That is to fay, a merchant wanting to carry a commo­
dity to a foreign market, will go to purchafs it where 
dear eft.

Molafes
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Molajfes are of very great importance to the Ame** 

ri can States, on account of their, numerous diftil- 
levies, and the extenfivc commerce carried on by 
means of the rum made out of them. They were 
chiefly importedfrom the French iflands and Suri­
nam. Before the Americans were allowed to go 

■ to the French iflands for molajfes '(they are not 
. allowed to carry away any thing'elfe), it was an 

objedt with the French Jugar planter to * contrive 
to get rid of his molajfes, by conveying it into the 

fea, or to Jome wafle, while the Britijh planter 
converted his into rum. They are fill confiderably
cheaper in the foreign than in the Britijh iflands, 
The Americans, who [old their cargoes in our 
iflands, ufed to take the money and go with it to 
foreign iflands, where they laid it out in molajfesÿ 
See. This has been a Jerious complaint a long 
time. [Edition 3d; page 108.]

The amount of rum imported and confumed in the 
United States, was more than equal to all the 
other articles of their importation, molajfes ex­
cepted. The rum diflilled from molajfes in the 
United States, was moftly exported to Africa and 
the Nor therm Colonies. The rum imported was 
confumed in the country, and, except a Jmall 
quantity from Demerary and Santa Cruz, the 
whole was, and may fill be, imported from the

* There is fcarce an animal that will not eat it, and thrive
upon it*

Britijh6
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ftritîjh IVeft India iflands. We muft take care, 
howeverj not to encourage Englijh and American 
diftillers to Jet up their bufinefs in the French and 
Dutch colonies, by fujfering any burthens on rum 
going to the American States, which pojfibly can 
be avoided. The French make very little rum, 
and that of a bad quality. Fhey do not encourage 
the making of rum -, it might interfere with their 
brandies. [Edition 2d, page 67.]

The Dutch and French iflands andfeulements on the 
main cannot fupply the demand of the American 
States, even if they ftoould erect diftilleries, and 
manufacture their own molaffes. Nothing can be 
more trifling, and lefs founded, than the clamour 
on the fuppofttion of lofing the rum trade, which 
our iflands had. The competition with our iflands 
will be exactly the fame, whether the molaffes arc 
diftilled in the f oreign iflands, or on the continent 
of America. It is the intereft of the American 
States, and not our bufinefs, to difcourage the 
diftillation of molaffes in the foreign iflands. It 
would be ruinous to New England in particular ; 
and zvhen the encouragements lately held out in 
the French iflands to eftablijh diftilleries, are ufed 
ys an argument for the purpofe of frightening us 
into concefftons, they can only be attended to by 
the moft ignorant. [Edition 3d, page 112.]

ft is abfigrd to fuppofe the Americans would confine 
<hemfelves to the ufe of our IVeft India rum, even



/
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if we were week enough to give them every ad­
vantage held forth in the Bill which gave rife to 
thefe Ohfervations. ‘The Americans would cer­
tainly go to the cheap eft markets, hut they will 
require the fame quantity they did before, con- 

fequently there will be the fame demand ; and they 
muft have it from our iflands, as they cannot have 
a fufficient quantity elfewhere. It is well known 
how much the Jamaica and Grenada rum is pre­
ferred by them. As cur Weft India iflands will 
be entitled to the monopoly of the rum trade with 
cur remaining colonies,—they will be benefited in 
this trade, at le aft by the difmemberment of the 
American States. If any new competition could 
be rafted in this trade, the monepdy in queftion 
would doubly compenfate *. I’he quantity of rum 
corf limed in our fftheries, and remaining colonies, 
is very great indeed ; and through Canada, the 
inland parts cf America, will be partly fupplied. 
If our rum Jhould be prohibited there, the Ameri­
cans will be gratified by the opportunity of fmug­
ging. [Edition 3d., page 114.]

By any violation or relaxation of the navigation all, 
that alt will be entirely loft as to Ireland. That 
kingdom exprefsly adopted it only as long as it 
fa Quid remain unaltered in Great Britain. It is

[ 16 ]

* What proportion the confurr.ption of the nenxs inhabit­
ants of our remaining colonies (for we fupplied the old ones 
before) can bear to the dedtrine here laid down, will appear 
from their numbers herein after dated.

a prin-
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a principal tye between the two countries. But 
befides the lofs of the Adi, as far as it confines 
Ireland, we fhould involve curfelves moftferioufly 
with that kingdom in another reft eel. Ireland 
received, as a right, every advantage fhe had 
lately acquired, except the participation of the 
monopoly of the Weft India confumption of Britifh 
produits, and manufactures: For that foe was 
thankful ; and, in return, paffed the Adi which 
encreafed the duty on fugars, and other Weft 
India articles -, and engages to augment them far­
ther , in proportion to the duties which may in 
future be impofed upon them in Great Britain ; 
and lays prohibitory duties on fimilar articles from 
foreign iflands. By this Bill that monopoly would 
ceafe. Ireland will think Britain has done away 
the confideration which induced her to Jhut her 
ports againft foreign fugar. Fhe Iriflo All, lay­
ing prohibitory duties, is biennial, and will ex­
pire next Chriftmas ; and it is not to be fuppofed, 
under the circumfiance alluded to, it would be 
continued. Her redrefs might be, to take foreign 
Wfi India goods -, at leaf, Jhe would not think 
it neceffary to charge her own confumption of fu­
gar s with higher duties than are required from 
America. She will expeIt to have Weft India 
goods on as good terms as the American States, 
now become foreign. :Weft India planters fhould 
confider, whether a dir ell trade to the American 
States will recompenfe them for the lofs of the

C Irifb
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Irijh confumption -, and parliament Jhould con- 
fider what would he the fiate of frauggling from 
Ireland into this country, if Ireland Jhould become 
the repofitory for foreign Weft India goods, or of 
our own, under low duties. [Edition 2d, 
page 82.]

Ruffia is, by treaty, to be confidered as the mofi 
favoured nation. She will not eafily be amufed 
by any ridiculous attempts that may be made to 
treat the American States other than foreign. 
[Edition 2d, page 3.]

It has been faid, Ehe iflands cannot exifi without an 
open trade to the American States.—-In anfwer, 
it may afked, how they have exifed during the 
war, when even Canada, or Nova Scotia, and 
alfo England and Ireland, were not open to them, 
•without great expence and rifque? [Edition 3d, 
page 144.]

It has already been fated, that the Bermudians, in 
great part, fupplied our Ifands with frefh pro - 
vifions. Our remaining Colonies, or at leaf part 
of them, will foon equip fmall vejfels, and carry 
on the fame trade. Ifourifands are fo helplefs,
and would rather facrifice our marine, than ?nake- 
fo fmall an effort as to ft out vejfels in 
addition to thofe of Bermuda, and our remaining 
colonies, fufficient to fupply themfelves with 

4 provifions
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provifions and lumber, they deferve to Juffer, 
or to pay an extraordinary price. Even if they 
jhould he Jo helplefs, no man can fay they will he 
fubjedt to any other inconvenience than that of 
paying an advanced price for thofe articles, 
through the medium of foreign Weft India Free 
Ports -, and, at any rate, the inconvenience can 
he nothing, when put in competition with the ob­
ject of our navigation, <2^ unforefeen mif- 
chiefs that may arife. [Edition 3d, page 147*]

fthe means of reducing the price of Weft India com­
modities to the level of thofe of the foreign plant­
ations, is extremely worthy the attention of the 
planters, and the legiflature. It is an objedi of 
high national import, and might greatly promote 
the wealth and navigation of this country. And, 
conftdering the bulk of Weft India commodities, 
viz. fugar, molaffes, and rum, particularly the 
former, the univerfality and extent of its ccn- 
fumption -, a confumption in its infancy even in 
Europe, and ftill more fo hi America, it is not 
improbable, in a few ages, nation which
may be in poffeftion of the moft extenfive and beft 
cultivatedfugar funds, fubjedt to proper policy, 
will take the lead at fea. [Edition 3d, page 
162.]

France is increaftng her fugar plantations ; and no­
thing but bad management, or extravagance, can

C 2 prevent
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frevent our ijlands from Jelling as cheap as the 
French , although they now underjell US' Jo greatly „ 
[Edition 2d, page 89.]

Jhere is nothing to he complained of more, than the 
prodigious Jams that have been Jpent in forming 
Jugar plantations, when they might have been Jo 
much better employed at home. [Edition 3d, 
page 260.]

But above all, theutmoft endeavours Jhould be exerted 
to reduce the price of our JVeft India produce, fa 
as to enable this country to fupport a competition 
at the American, as well as European markets„ 
[Edition 3d, page 158.]

Floe difference of price between Britijh and foreign 
Jugars exifted when our ijlands were open to all the 
flipping of America. It is Jaid, the French are 
able to underfell us, becaufe they raife a great part 
of theirprovifions in their ijlands, and aljo a con- 
fid enable quantity of lumber -, and that France can 
Jupply them with all articles cheaper than we can. 
Fhe firfl is true -, but the preceding examination, 
as to the, probable future Jupply of America, Jeems 
to prove, that the latter ajfertion is by no means 
founded -, and as to the Jupply of negroes, we 
have Juch a decided fuperiority in the African 
trade, that it is allowed we have faves one-fxth 
cheaper. It is aljo Jaid, and very truly, that 
the Joil of our ijlands is more ungrateful than that 
of the French, and that our mode of cultivation is

much.
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much more expenfive * ; and the French Jay, we 
do not exabt Jo much labour from our Javes as they 
do f ; that we feed them at a greater expence ; 
and particularly 3 that we are lefs induftrious. 
But the argument which is moft Jirongly urged is, 
that the expenfive manner in which our planters 
live cannot be accommodated to Jmallprofit : That 
the French planters, in their manner of life, re- 

Jemble our yeomanry and farmers ; and that our 
planters, except their having been lately rivalled 
by the magnificence of the Eaft, are among ft the 
moft fplendid me?nbers of the empire f. The an- 
Jwer to this difficulty does not immediately occur ; 
but as long as Jo many of them generoufty Jpend 
their incomes among us, without expecting or re­

quiring

* There are many other fubftantial reafons for the differ­
ence; but this is a point noway neceffary to be here difcufted.

f The planters with pleafure receive this teftimony to their 
humanity from a generous enemy, and hardly think their 
fellow-fubjefts in Great Britain or Ireland would feelc a re­
duction of the prices of fugars, at the expence of its viola­
tion.

J Perhaps this obfervation deferves no anfwer but filent 
contempt. It might not be impoffible, even in the rank to 
which his Lordfnip has been elevated, to find example of 
oftentatious expence, equally unwarranted by the poifelTion 
of an adequate fortune : But the rights and interefts of large 
bodies of men, are quite a diftinCt confideration from the wif- 
dom or folly of their individual members ; and the price at 
which fugar can be cultivated and manufactured in the Weft- 
Indies, depends upon the rate at which plantations can be 
fupplied with the effential requifites of their culture and ma­
nufacture, and' not upon the way of life of the proprietors 
refiding in England.
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quiring the mojî effential interefis of the country 

Jhould he relinquifhedfor their advantage^ En- 
giifhmen will not he jealous of the affluence of this 
•very confiderahle y art of the community, or repine 
at paying a higher price than their neighbours for 
JVeJl India commodities : But if expectations or 
requifitions of the fame kind fhould he con­
tinued’, we Jhall only ohferve, that bodies of men 
are too apt to imagine the empire ought to he ac­
commodated or fitted to their interefis without 
recollecting that their interefi fhould rather he 
accommodated or fitted to that of the empire, 
[Edition 3d, page 160.]

Having performed the laborious tafk of ex­
trading thefe difcordant grounds of that opinion 
which is contended for, from their native con- 
fufion, the Planters and Merchants proceed to 
ftate their reply.

In order to judge of the truth of the general 
proportion, “ That the Weft Indies may be fuf- 
“ ficiently fupplied with the articles of North 
“ American produce from Canada, Nova Scotia, 
“ and St. John’s,” it is neceftary to underhand,

Firft, What the annual confumption of Ame­
rican Produce in the Britifh Sugar Colonies
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really amounts to -, which his Lordfhip’s tables, 
blending the exports to the foreign, with thofe 
to the Britifh iflands, do not (hew.

Secondly, How much thereof ufed to be fup- 
plied by thofe Provinces which now form the 
United States, and how much by thofe which 
remain Britifh.

And thirdly, To review the prefent ftste of the 
remaining Britifh North American Colonies, 
and fee how far their prefent or probable 
Produce may be expected to exceed what 
they heretofore produced, or prove at all 
adequate to the demand.

There is extant an official return from the 
Commiffioners of the Cuftoms, dated the 15th 
March 1775, which affords a complete anfwer to 
the firft and fécond heads of this enquiry, and an 
authentic view of the confumption of the Britifh 
Sugar Colonies in time of peace. It contains an 
account of the importation into thofe Colonies 
from North America in the years 1771, 1772, 
and 1773, the totals of which, for all thethree years 
added together*, {land as follows :

Ah
v • t



An Account of the total Import from North 
America into the Britifh Weft India Iflands, in 
the Years 1771, 1772, and 177g ; taken from 
an official Account iigned by Mr. Stanley, Se­
cretary to the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms in 
London, dated 15th March 1775.

From Ca- From
From the Colonies now nada and New •

Lumber. forming the United States. Nova Sco found-
ria. land

Boards and Timber Feet 76,707,69; 212,^40 2,000
Shingles - N° - 59,586,194 185,000

Staves N° - 57,998,661 27’35° —
Hoops N° - 4,712,005 16, 50 9,COO
Corn Bulhels - 1,20 ,389 24

Peale and Beans Ditto 6 4-, O06 1,0.17 — -,

Bread and Flour Barrels 396,329 991 ■--------

Ditto Kegs - 0,099 —

Rice Barrels - 3 9>912 —-
Ditto Pierces - 2 0777
Fifh Hogiheads - 5 1 ’344 449 2,307
Ditto Barrels 47,686 646 2 2

Ditto Quintals 21,500 2,958 11,764

Ditto Kegs 3’3°4 609 ------ -
Beef and Pork Barrels - 44’782 170 24

Poultry - Dozens z’739 10

Hcrfes N° - 7>‘ 3° 28
Oxen lN° - 3*647 — —

Sheep and Hogs N° - -3’8lS
Oil Barrels - 3>i89 139 Il8
Tar, Pitch, and 2 

Turpentine 3
Ditto - - 17,024 —

Mafts N° - 157 —

Spars N° - 3>°74 3° —

shook Calks N° - 5 3 >8 5 7 40 H1
Soap and Candles Box'es - 20,475 ——

OxBows and Yokes N° 1,540 —

Houfe Frames - N° 620 •----------

Iron Tons - 3 99 k
1

From
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From hence it appears, that the fupply from the 

Provinces now forming the United States, was 
immenfe ; whilft the fupply from thofe which re­
main Britilh was, before the late war, quite trifling, 
except in the Angle article of fifh from New­
foundland, with which the independence of the 
American States has no connexion, and of which 
there is nothing now to hinder the importation as 
formerly. This comparative view is corroborated 
by another account extracted from the Cuftom- 
houfe Returns for the year 1772, by which it ap­
pears, that of one thouland two hundred and 
eight cargoes of lumber and proviflons imported 
that year from North America into the BritiPn 
Sugar Colonies, only feven cargoes came from 
Canada and Nova Scotia ; and it is further con­
firmed by Lord Sheffield’s table, No.7 -, by which 
it appears, that of feven hundred and one topfail 
veflels, and one thouland fix hundred and eighty- 
one Hoops, cleared outwards from North America 
to the Britiffi and foreign Well Indies in the year 
1770, only two topfail veflels and eleven Hoops 
were cleared from Canada and Nova Scotia. It 
Bands therefore incontrovertiole, that, previous to 
the late war, the fupplies to the Weft Indies, 
afforded by thofe North American Colonies which 
now remain Britiffi, did not amount to a propor­
tion of the whole confumption of the Sugar 
Colonies in any degree worthy of national atten­
tion. ]t remains to examine, how far their prefent

D Bate
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ftate differs from what it was then, or affords a 
rational ground for believing thofe Colonies at all 
adequate to the fupply of the Weft Indies.

And frfl, as to Canada :

The navigation of the river St. Lawrence opens 
in May, and clofes in November j during which 
Ihort feafon of intercourfe, the prevalent wefterly 
winds and frequent calms greatly impede the 
paffage up the river, and render more than one 
voyage in the year to and from the Weft Indies 
impracticable. The trade affords no outward- 
bound freight from Britain to Canada, beyond 
what the fhips returning from Canada to Britain 
can carry out-, and confequently all fhips fent 
thither from Britain, to carry lumber or provifions 
to the Weft Indies, muft go in ballaft at a ruinous 
expence.

The climate renders the crops of wheat very 
precarious. When in the ear, a kind of mildew 
moft commonly affeCts it, and deftroys the faireft 
expectations of plenty. The quality is far inferior 
to the wheat of either Great Britain or the Middle 
Colonies of America, and upon competition fells 
accordingly. Its produce in flour is nearly twenty- 
eight pounds of fine flour per bufhei of wheat. 
No quantities of winter wheat have ever beenfown

5 in
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in Canada, though fome experiments of that kind 
have been tried without any remarkable fuccefs. 
The hiftory of the exportation of wheat and flour 
from Canada is as follows. Before the year 1772 
there was none.

Bu/hels
of Wheat.In 1772, There were exported

To Great Britain,
To the Britifh Colonies

5>94° 
2.2,811

To the fouthern Parts of Europe, 12 6,056

Total 154,807

In 1773, To Great Britain,
To the Britifh Colonies,

3>3°°

Tothe fouthern Parts of Europe, 320,545

Total 354,556

In 1774, To Great Britain, 49,871 
1,004To the Britifh Colonies,

To the fouthern Parts of Eu- 412,619
rope, about

Total 463,494

In 1775, 1776, and 1777, the export was 
quite inconflderable ; and lince that time, no 
wheat has been exported ; nor, before that time, 

- any flour.

D 2 In
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In 1778, about three thoufand barrels of dour 

were Chipped for Halifax and New York, where 
the war had occafioned it to be very dear, and no
more was exported.----- -In 1779, 1780, 1781,
and 1782, the fcarcity in Canada was fuch, that 
all exportation of bread, flour, or wheat, was pro­
hibited, In the beginning of Summer 1783, about 
one thoufand five hundred barrels of flour were 
exported to Halifax and Newfoundland, and none 
to any other place : but the crop again proved, 
bad. Flour at Quebec was, by the la ft advices, 
at thirty (hillings per hundred weight ; and there 
was, at the time of Lord Sheffield’s laft publication, 
a Chip loading with flour in the river Thames for 
Quebec, which failed the beginning of April 
laft.

No trace appears, but in his Lorbffiip’s aflfer- 
tion, of the forty thoufand quarters, or three hun­
dred and twenty thoufand buffieis of Canada 
wheat, that ufed to be imported to Philadelphia and 
New York annually, before the revolt.

There are many good mills in Canada, and 
fome very capital ones, and no want of the means 
of grinding any quantity of wheat they have to 
grind.

During the whole war, the army in Canada was 
obliged to be fupplied with complete rations of

provifions
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provifions from Europe, except a part of one 
fingle year’s iupply of flour, for which the produce 
of the country was relied upon ; and that fmall 
extra demand railed the price from eighteen (hil­
lings to thirty {hillings per hundred weight, and 
occafloned great fcarcity.

Thus it clearly appears, that for the nine lad 
fuccefllve years, Canada has had no wheat or flour 
worthy of notice to export. Its greateft export, 
viz. that of the year 1774, amounted to a mere 
trifle, compared to the demands of the Sugar 
Colonies. And although it be true, that, in fa­
vourable feafons, an overplus of grain, beyond the 
confumptioa of the inhabitants, may now and then 
happen, yet fuch overplus can never be relied 
upon ; and the frequency of disappointment mud 
prove an infurmountable bar to new inhabitants 
fettling with a view to the cultivation of wheat.

No peafe have ever been cultivated in Canada, 
fo as to form an article of exportation.

With refpecl to lumber -, the quality of every 
fpecies of the pine in Canada is vadly inferior to 
the pine timber of the Middle and Southern Colo­
nies, and does not fell in the Wed Indies for much 
more than half the price. The Navy-board was 
lately led to believe, that mads might be had 
from Canada ; and fent out a furveyor to examine

them ;
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them -, but he found none fit for the fervice. The 
white oak ff.aves of Canada are of good quality, 
but they are manufactured to a fise fit for the 
London market, which takes off the whole. The 
price of labour, which runs from half a dollar to 
a dollar per day, renders the cutting red oak 
ftaves, or other low-priced lumber, impracticable 
at any price which the Sugar Colonies can afford 
to pay for it, in a country lb difficult of accefs as 
Canada.

There has not been a fingle ftup built in the 
province fince fome years before the late war j nor, 
according to the lateft advices, is there a fingle one 
building. All they have attempted is, boats and 
fmall veffels, fit for the uavigation of their own 
river.

And finally, The ftate of population precludes 
all hope of a fpeedy increale of fupplies. Not 
more than two or three Britilh families have pur- 
chafed lands for cultivation, fince the province 
was firft ceded to us by France : The few Loyalifts 
who have lately gone thither are chiefly trading 
people: And the French Canadians, in number 
about one hundred thoufand fouls, have not yet 
exhibited any fuch figns of Ipirit or vigorous in- 
duftry, beyond what is neceffary for the fuflenance 
of life, as to warrant an expectation of their fur­
mounting all the difad vantages of climate, and

furnifhing;



furnifhing a fupply at all extenfive to other coun­
tries. In fhort, any confiderable additional pro­
duce muft undoubtedly depend upon additional 
hands, not now exifting in the province.

[ 3« ]

Secondly, as to Nova Scotia:
»

It has never yet produced grain fufficient for 
the fuftenance of its inhabitants, which, at the 
commencement of the late war, did not exceed 
twenty-feven thoufand fouls -, but are recently in- 
creafed to about fixty thoufand fouls, by the emi­
gration of Loyalifts from the United States,

It has never yet exported any lumber worthy the 
name of merchandize ; and fo far from having any 
to export, it appears, by the lateft advices, that a 
confiderable importation was raking place from the 
American dominions on the oppofite fide of the 
Bay of Fundy.

It has never yet built any fhips beyond the fmall 
craft employed in the filhery, and other fervices 
upon its own coaft; and, confidering that there 
are at prefent few or no fhip-builders among the in­
habitants, if fhip-building in Nova Scotia were to 
be pulhed, it muft be principally by artifans emi­
grating thither from Great Britain and Ireland.

It
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It. has never yet afforded any fupply of black 

cattle to any other country whatever.

The quality of its timber is varioufly fpoken 
of and very little known ; but there is reafon to 
believe, that all the pine fpecies, efpecially thofe 
growing on the Peninfula, are inferior to thofe 
of the Middle and Southern Provinces of Ame­
rica. And although this Colony may, with 
great encouragement, in time become inhabited 
and productive, yet at prefent it affords nothing 
for exportation but what may, by indiredt means, 
be brought into it from the feulements made in 
Frenchman’s Bay, and other parts of the Province 
of Maine in the American dominions, from whence 
the run acrofs the mouth of the Bay of Fundy to 
Port Rofeway, now called Port Shelburn, is only 
about fixty or feventÿ leagues.

Thirdly, as to the IJland of St. "John :

It has never yet produced food for its own in­
habitants, in number about 2000 fouls.

It has never exported any thing that can be 
confidered as merchandize, the produce of the 
ifland.

Its fifnery is no better than that of Newfound­
land or Nova Scotia, whilft its fituation within the

Gulph
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Gulp.lv of St, Lawrence fhuts it up from aii inter- 
courfe for more than five months in the year ^ and 
its fog, more impenetrable than even the fog of 
Nova Scotia, renders the country too uncomfort­
able to hope for population, while land remains 
unoccupied in happier climates.

Upon this review of the atftual ftate of the 
Britifh North American Colonies, it is difficult to 
treat a deliberate and perfevering attempt to im- 
prefs the Public with an opinion, that the wants o£ 
the Sugar Colonies may be fupplied from thence, 
with that refpetfl which the Weft India Planters and 
Merchants wiffi to preferve upon the prefent occa- 
fion. To fuppofe thofe Colonies at all produflive 
for the purpofes of a fubftantial exportation, is to 
anticipate the flow effeffc of many years of that 
fteady and expenfive fyftem of encouragement 
from the Mother-country, which raifed the other 
North American Colonies to independence ; and to 
fuppofe that at any time their produce can be 
rendered adequate to the Weft Indian demand, 
appears vaftly beyond what the climate and other 
natural difadvantages can ever admit, under any 
encouragement whatfoever.

The truth is, that the Sugar Colonies can alone 
be iupplied with lumber from the Dominions of the 
United States, and that they cannot either well or 
cheaply be fupplied with many eftential articles of

E proYifions
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provisions from any other country. Flour in parti­
cular will not keep in the Weft Indies, and requires 
a confiant fupply by as (hort a voyage as poflible : 
Even in the voyage from England it frequently 
grows four ; and live-ftock of all kinds obvioufty 
require a fhort voyage at a favourable feafon of 
the year. Without thefe fupplies, the cultivation 
of the Sugar Colonies cannot he carried on\ and whether 
the circumftances of the cafe do or do not admit 
the intercourse, thereby created, to be confined to 
Britifh fhips, is the true queftion for the public 
consideration : The Subject is highly important, and 
involves in it very extenfive considerations, which 
require to be diftinftly treated of.

Among the foremoft ftands the consideration 
how thefe fupplies are to be paid for. This can 
only be done by bills of exchange upon Great 
Britain, which is to all intents andpurpofes fending 
fo much money out of the kingdom ; or by indu­
cing the Americans to take the Superfluous part of 
the produce of our Sugar Colonies in payment. 
This they conftantly did, previous to the late war; 
and the following account of the total exportation 
from the Sugar Colonies in the years 1773 and 
1774, diftinguifliing what went to America, from 
what came to Great Britain and Ireland, will belt 
explain the natural courfe and extent of this 
trade, and ihew how far it was any hardfhip to the 
Mother-country to part with the commodities 
which America took in payment.
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An ACCOUNT of the total Exportation from the British Sugar Colonies, in the
Years 1773 and 1774*

N.B. The Packages are reduced to one common denomination of 1600lb. per Hhd. of Sugar, and 110 Gallons 
per Puncheon of Rum, and fome Commodities of trifling Amount are left out.

To Britain and Ireland, 
To America,

Total in 1773,

Sugar 
Hhds. 
of 1600 

lb.

Run 
Punch, 
of 110 
gallons

Mel ailes. Pimento 
Calks and 
Bags of 

unknown 
Weight.

Coffee. Cotton. Ginger

Hhd%
gauge

unknown.
Gallons.

Calks and 
Bags of 

unknown 
weight.

Pounds.
Bags of 

unknown 
weight. Pounds. Pounds

118915
3776

25389
32265

44
1277

140
2450

18263
1521

235
53

3444731
364236

1184
184

846810
50080

462171
90

122691 57654 1321 2590 19784 288 3808967 1368 896890 462261

To Britain and Ireland, 141460 26602 5379 14251 7rI 3145580 1385 929310 180425
Fo America, 5325 43488 I34532 550 28 416693 171 4802 300

Total in 1774, 146785 70090 139911 14801 739 3562273 15 56 934112 180725
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From hence it plainly appears, that the Sugar 

Colonies paid for their lumber and provifions 
cniefly in rum. During the interruption of this 
commerce occafioned by the war, our fleets and 
armies in North America and the Weft Indies 
have occafioned a demand for rum perhaps not 
much fliort of what America formerly took; but 
that demand is now at an end ; and to exped that 
Great Britain and Ireland can take off an addi­
tional quantity of forty thoufand puncheons of 
rum per annum, would be as abfurd, as to fuppofe 
our Sugar Colonies could exiff, if they were obliged, 
inftead of making this ufe of their rum, to throw 
it away,and pay about four hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling per annum for their lumber and proviflons 
out of the reft of their produce. Nothing can 
therefore be more effential, than to take care that 
no regulations be eftabiifhed which can tend to 
drive the Americans into other modes of obtaining 
a fupply of rum ; and in as far as they can be 
induced to take fugar or other articles of our 
produce, wild indeed mult that policy be on our 
part, which would prefer their confuming in 
America the produce of French labour and in- 
duftry, rather than Britifh.

The Ad of Navigation, or more properly the 
principle of that Ad, branched out, varied, or 
modified, as it has been, by a great number of 
other Ads of Parliament down to the prefent times, 
mult, like all other human inftitutions, adapt itfelf

to
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to every material alteration of circumftanceç, or its 
provifions will be no longer wife or falutary. It 
originated when the national fpirit of commercial 
enterpnze, operating upon natural advantages long 
negleCted, began to produce thofe effets which 
have railed this nation to greatnefs. Our ances­
tors then law, that the Britifh empire and its 
dependencies contained within them every thing 
that was elTential to the eftablifhment and fupport 
of their then infant Colonies, and, under thofe 
circurnftances, wifely confined the intercourfe of 
thole Coionies to the Mother-country, and to each 
other, and the importation of foreign commodities 
into the Mother-country, to be by Britilh fhips (in 
that deferipdon, including the fhips of Ireland and 
the Coionies) or by fhips of the country from 
whence the commodities were imported. Our 
agriculture, manufactures, and the commerce 
thereon dependent, have fince increafed to an 
amazing degree, and (at a time when they are 
treated in fo fubordinate a way, as men whole pro­
perty and exiftence are to lay at the mercy of the 
moft ill-informed prejudices of individuals), the 
Welt India Planters and Merchants may be allowed 
to fay, that if any body of men have more emi­
nently contributed to fuch increafe than another, 
it is to them% and to the inveftment of at lead fifty 
millions lterling of their property in the Sugar 
Colonies, that fuch diftinCtion is due. Our agri­
culture, manufactures, and commerce have rifen

to
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to greatnefs, and navigation and naval power have 
riien in their train : But navigation and naval 
power are among the happy fruits, not the parents 
os commerce ; for if agriculture and manufactures, 
and mutual wants, did not furnifh the fubjeCt of 
intercourfe between diftant countries, there mult 
loon be an end of navigation. To facnfice the 
lources of commerce, or cramp them, with a view 
to promote navigation, is therefore obvioufiy de- 
ftrudive of the very end propofed : The carrying 
trade is of great importance, but it is of greater 
Itill to have trade to carry. Encourage cultivation 
and manufactures, and promote a demand for their 
produce, and render its conveyance to market 
eafy, and the benefits of navigation will follow of 
courfe : But encourage the fpeculative fancies of 
thofe who think they can, by human inftitutions, 
ftrongly controul the natural courfe of things, and 
indulge them in cramping the operation of the 
eaufe, in order to increafe the effeB* and the manu­
factures, commerce, navigation, and naval power 
of Britain mult fink together. The policy of 
the ACt of Navigation is juftly popular. Its regu­
lations, until the lois of America, under the various 
relaxations which Parliament has applied to parti­
cular events and exigencies as they arofe, have 
guided the courfe of trade without oppreffing it ; 
for the markets which thofe regulations left open 
to the coniumption of the produce of the Colonies 
were fufficient to take off the wholes and no foreign

country
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country could have fupplied the eftential part of 
their wants materially cheaper, than the Colonies or 
the Mother-country could fupply one another. 
The independence of America has totally changed 
all this, and yet we hefitate to follow the event 
with anfwerable regulations.

The intercourfe between North America and the 
Sugar Colonies has at all times been carried on, 
chiefly by fmall veflels built in America, and 
navigated at a very cheap rate, which brought 
provifions and lumber to fell, and carried back their 
own returns. The expence of navigation in long 
voyages is vaftly higher, in proportion to the length 
thereof, than in Ihort ones: and the American vef- 
fels, thus making freight both ways, with very fhort 
voyages, brought their bulky commodities to our 
confumption at perhaps the cheapeft rate poflible ; 
but ftill the expence of its tranfportation exceeded 
its original value. Whatever increafes the expence 
at which the culture and manufacture of fugar in 
the Weft Indies is to be carried on, moft evidently 
ftrikes at the root of every benefit derived from 
them ; yet, in order to reduce the price of thofe 
commodities, and enable us, according to the noble 
Lord’s idea, to contend for the confumption even of 
America with foreign Colonies, whofe foil and 
other advantages are fuperior to our own, meafures 
are infilled on, which mull at once Ihut the Ame­
rican market againft our produce, and oblige us to

take
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take theirs at an expence far beyond what the 
nature of the cafe requires, or our rivals pay. It has 
already been fhewn what reliance is to be had upon 
the Jhipping of Canada and Nova Scotia. That of 
Bermudas amounts to a very trifling part indeed of 
the tonnage wanted, and whatever may be the noble 
Lord’s facility in condemning our Iûands to differ 
for it, if they are fo helplefs, and will not make fo 
fmall an effort as to fit out vefiels, in addition 
thereto, fufficient to fupply themfelves with provifions 
and lumber, it would have been as well if his 
Lordfhip had advertedeven to his own reprefentation 
of the extent of that fupply, and had taken the 
trouble to inform himfelf of the pradicability of 
building or fitting out almofl any fhips whatever 
from our iflands, before luch dodrines were fported 
to the Public. Jf the intercourfe by American 
fhips remains prohibited, the bulk of the fupply 
mult be had either by indired means from the 
Americans through the ne:ghbouring foreign 
ifiands, or coming into ports where we have no 
Cuftom-houfe Officers, or elfe by fhips fent in 
ballaft from Great Britain to America, to fetch it 
under all the burthens which the policy of Ame­
rica, rendered adverfe by fuch hoftile inftitutions, 
can impofe. The dired trade between Britain and 
America has not, at any time, afforded outward 
bound freight at all equal to the homeward bound; 
and coniequently, fhips not in the dired trade, buc 
going there accidentally upon a circuitous voyage,

7 have
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have feldom obtained any freight out, unlefs from 
fome cafualty -, and as the lumber trade could by 
no means bear the expence of navigation by fhips 
fo fitted out, and making the voyage from Britain 
to America in ballaft, a very fmall proportion of 
the fupply was at any time imported by fuch fhips 
into the Weft Indies. But it will be afkeo, W hy 
may not Britifh (hips, when in the Weft Indies, 
make a voyage to America with rum, lugar, &c. 
and bring back lumber, with the advantage of 
having freight both ways ? Lord Sheffield gives 
a fuil anfwer. The prices have at all times been 
much lower in the foreign ifiands than in ours •, and 
although, whilft we permitted the Americans to bring 
us their, produce, and take back ours^the homewara- 
bound freight operated as a bounty, and the habit 
of intercourfe led to the confumption or Britifh 
produce, even under fome imall difadvantage ; we 
can never expert, that while we prohibit this 
intercourfe, and the French permit it, the Ameri­
cans will confume any part of our produce which 
they can othervvife be fupphed with. Upon this 
principle, befides what has been done in Carolina, 
as ftated by Lord Sheffield, the Aflembly of 
Maryland (one of the moft moderate of the United 
States), immediately on receiving advice of our 
reftrirtive proclamation herein before mentioned, 
pafted an Art, impofing a duty on all Britifn fhips 
coming into their ports, and on ail merchandize 
imported therein being Britifh property, and em-

F powering
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powering their Delegates in Congrefs to agree to 
a law, confining all importation into America to be 
by American fhips. Upon the fame occafion, the 
Affembly of Virginia refolved unanimoufly, to 
authorile their Delegates in Congrefs, to prohibit 
Britifh veffeis from importing the produce of the 
Britii'h Wed Indies into the United States, fo iong 
as thofe reftridions fhouid be continued j and or­
dered a Bill to be brought into their own Affembly 
accordingly. Advice is received, that the province 
of Pennfylvannia has come to refolutions fimilar to 
thofe of Maryland, and the concurrence of the 
Northern Provinces, whofe intereft is more deeply 
concerned in the meafure than the Southern ones, 
can never be doubted. How v/ell founded Lord 
Sheffield’s affermons are, that France prohibits the 
interccurfe between her Sugar Colonics and the 
American dominions, let the following Proclama­
tion bear witnefs. The French government could 
at all times give an effectual protection to Ameri­
can fhips in their ports, notwithstanding any pub­
lic edids of prohibition j becaufe they have no cuf- 
tom-houfe officers empowered by law to feize Snips 
for their own benefit, independent of the will of the 
governor, grounded upon fecret orders ; and the 
Americans were well accuftomed to truft to luch 
protedion : but all difguife is now thrown off, and 
the permiffion avowed.

AranftGtion
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\tf(inflation of a Proclamation by the Vifcount De 
Damas, Governor of Martinique, and Command- 
ant-General of the French IVindward djlands, 

dated 23d July 1783.

Whereas the trade of our Colonies, and that 
of the Thirteen United States of North America, 
promifes a reciprocal benefit and advantage to 
both nations, fo are we willing to grant the laft- 
mentioned every privilege in our ports or harbours. 
In order to animate them thereunto, it has appear­
ed to us, as we find that the duty formerly ftipu- 
lated on them was not calculated agreeable to the 
nature of the trade, lading, arid fize of their veffels ; 
alfo for the reafon of the long detention of their 
veffels in our ports, we find that they mult have 
run into many unneceffary expences, which have 
caufed the lofs of their voyage and labour*, to 
prevent thofe obftacles, we do hereby grant and 
permit to their merchants, to furnifii our Colonies 
with every kind of their commodities which our 
nation cannot fupply us with, and likewiie to buf­
fer them to purchafe and load any kind of pro­
duce of ourfaid ifiands, of which we alfo grant the 
fame privilege to our own merchants ; this being 
the will and pleafure of his Majefty, who has au­
thorized and ordered us to have it publifhed, and 
the following articles :

1 ft, All Americans that carry on trade in 
our Colonies, {hall have no more to pay for every

F 2 veffvl
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veflel than fixteen livres ten fols * anchorage, and 
twenty-four livres fifteen fois f at the Admiralty- 
office, and the fame fum and no more to the in­
terpreter ; for which he fhall be bound to take the 
Captain to the General or Governor, and to affift 
him in every thing according to the laws and cuf- 
toms of the country.

2d, And as we want to favour as much as pof- 
fible the fpeedy difpatch of all American veffels, 
we do hereby permit and allow to all thole efta- 
bliffied merchants to build at the Bay of Gallery a 
rum diftillery, and round about the city of Sr. 
Pierre proper cifterns, to keep a fufficient quantity 
of molaffes, for which we hereby exempt them 
from all duty and tax-money, and every one of 
their negroes, for the fpace of five years.

We have thought proper to publifh, regifter, 
and inftitute this at the Admiralty-office, and every 
Cuftom-houfe within our government ; and alfo 
charged our Dire&or General to ule every dili­
gence to fee it executed, in order that no perfons 
hereafter may plead ignorance.

Signed, &c. DAMAS.
Counterfigned by the proper Officers.

But further; Lord Sheffield argues, that this 
permiffion to export produce in American fhips

* About Fourteen Shillings. p About a Guinea.
from
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from the French iflands, will, as far as relates to thé 
great article of rum, be of no confequence -, for the 
French cannot fupply them, and confequently they 
mud fcill take their rum from the Britilh iflands, 
where alone it is to be had. Such indeed would 
have been the cafe, had we been as early wife as 
the French, and had not by violence turned the 
channel of fupply. The only obftacle to the 
making rum in any quantity in the French iflands, 
is the want of Fills and the other utenfils of dis­
tillation, which are expenfive in the flrft conftruc- 
tioq, but kept up and worked afterwards at very 
little expence. There is no ground whatever for 
luppoflng the quality of fuch rum at all inferior 
to that with which we have chiefly fupplied the 
American confumption, and the longer we perle- 
vere in the meafures which have railed asainft us 
this dangerous rival, the more we (hall open the 
eyes of the French to our folly, and their own 
interefl: in protecting the manufacture. The argu­
ment drawn from the pofition, that the molaffes 
can be diflilled but once, and therefore it is the 
fame thing to us whether the Americans diftil 
them in their own country as heretofore, or 
diftil them in the French iflands, leaves out one 
knall confideration, viz. that the foreign iflands 
produce molaffes abundantly fufEcient for both 
purpofes : And the argument grounded on its not 
being for the interefl; of the Americans to fet up 
or encourage diftilleries in the foreign iflands, he-

caufe2
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caufe they have diftilleries at home, is anfwercd 
by the nobie Lord himfelf : for he ftates, and the 
fadt is, that (from whatever caufe it may arife) 
molaflfes diftilled any where elfe, and without the 
additions they receive in the Weft Indies from the 
fkimmings of the fugar, do not in any country 
produce a liquor at all like Weft India rum, but 
much inferior to it : witnefs the quality of the 
molaflfes fpirit in England, which is little, if at all, 
fuperior to the raw unredtified fpirit of the malt 
diftillers. As far as the internal confumption of 
America is concerned, there is therefore no com­
petition between their own diftilleries, and thole 
eftablifhing in the French iflands.

The apprehenfion, that if American fhips were 
fuffered to take fugar from our Iflands, they would 
convey it not to America, but to foreign countries* 
and rob us of the carriage of it, is fully anfwered 
by Lord Sheffield himfelf. Sugar is, and ever has 
been cheaper in the French Iflands, where the 
Americans are at liberry to receive it j and it is 
paft all doubt that Britifh Plantation fugar may be 
conveyed cheaper through the medium of Great 
Britain to its confumption in any of the northern 
parts of Europe, where alone the demand for it 
can arife, than by any other channel whatever. 
The fear is therefore chimerical ; but a limitation 
of tonnage to the (hips employed in the American 
intercourfe, confining it to be by veflels having

only
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only one deck, and not exceeding eighty or on§ 
hundred tons burthen, muft iiirely fatisfy the mofh 
timorous on this head ; for iuch velfels can never, 
he to any extent employed in tranfporting fugar 
acrols the Atlantic, nor could they be got infured. 
The planters and merchants think the caution 
wholly unnecelfary -, however, they do not mean 
to objeft to the limitation, becaufe all the elfential 
purpofes of both countries may be effected under 
it.

In anfwer to the queftion, How were'the Sugar 
Colonies fupplied with lumber and provifions dur­
ing the war c* the parties concerned with great 
truth lay, Very ill, and at an expence which, not- 
withftanding the high price of fugar in England, 
has been ruinous. At different times different 
parts of the Continent of America, where our arms 
have prevailed, were open to us : Georgia was 
moffly fo ; Eaft Florida always ; Weft Florida for 
a confiderable time. The fupply by prizes was 
great,and that derived through neutral inlands by no 
means trifling. And finally, our iftands were dri­
ven by neceffity to that worftof all applications, for 
the public good of their own labour9viz. theraifino- 
provifions, and cutting lumber upon their own 
éftates. It is evidenc that the Public can only be 
profited by the application of that labour to the 
cultivation and manufa&ure of articles of com­
merce ; and in as far as any regulations tend to

. make
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make it more for the ioterefl of the planter to raife 
any thing elfe upon his eftate, they, by inevitable 
confequence, deftroy fo much of his power to pro­
duce articles of commerce ; and from this confi- 
deration, another very powerful reafon arifes, for 
bringing to his hand, at the cheapeft rate poffible, 
thofe fupplies of provifion and lumber which are 
the very foundations of all his culture.

During the feven months that have elapfed be­
tween their receiving the news of the Proclamation 
and the date of the lafc advices, the iflands have 
probably suffered lefs from the want of lumber and 
provifions than might juftly have been apprehend­
ed. Various caufes have contributed to their re­
lief. The iflands which had been conquered by 
the French, had the benefit, whilft under that do­
minion, of a free intercourfe with the Americans* 
and have been ceded to us in a fituation in this re- 
fpedt enabling them to fupply much of the wants 
of their neighbouring iflands. Before the news of 
the Proclamation reached Jamaica, many Ameri­
can veffeis had carried large fupplies thither. Some 
have fince gone by Britifh fhips, free from the new 
burthens which the American States are but begin­
ning to lay upon that navigation, and probably fome 
fubjedt to them ; and there is no doubt but a great 
deal has been obtained by American veffeis, either 
diredtly,or through the medium of CapeMicolas inSt. 
Domingo, notwithstanding the Proclamation. And

it



k muft not be forgotten, that it is {till lawful, under
the Free Port Aft of 6 Geo. III. continued by an
Ad of21Geo.HL “ To import into the ports of
“ KingRon, Savanna La Mar, Montego Bay, and
tc Santa Lucea in Jamaica, from any foreign Co-
t£ Jonv or Plantation in America,” (within which *
defcription the Dominions of the United States 
now fall) u in any foreign veffel whatfoever, not 
“ having more than one deck, all manner of 
“ goods and commodities, the growth or produce 
ct of any fuch Colony or Plantation, manufadures 
st excepted.” By all thefe means, a fufficiency of 
lumber, to pack the crop of the prefent fummer, 
will probably be procured at fome pW»or other: 
but through whatever channel it comes, it is from 
the American dominions alone that it muft be had ; 
and the queftion, Whether it is more for the public 
good to take it in the cheapeR way with reciprocal 
advantages that are eftential to ourexiftencej or in 
-the deareft way, foregoing all thofe advantages, and 
transferring them to the French? would net feem 
to require much deliberation.

Under all thefe circumftances, it is hoped that 
no reafonable doubt can remain about the ten­
dency of thefe fatal reRridions, as between us 
and America and rival nations. Inftead of avail­
ing ourfelves of thofe difpofitions which fimilarity 
of language, religion, manners, laws, and ancient 
habits, and individual conuedions, could net fail

^ loon
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foon to revive between the two countries under a 
wife and accommodating conduit, and thereby 
rendering the lofs of America as little hurtful to 
ourfelves, and as little advantageous to rival na­
tions as poffible, we are, by a narrow and petulant 
jealoufy, driving her into the arms of thole very 
rivals, to their aggrandizement and our ruin ; and 
may find it no eafy matter to refume channels of 
trade once loft.

The imaginary objections advanced on the part 
of Ruffia and Ireland, appear wholly foreign to 
the fubjeCl.—Any arrangement of the inrercourfe 
between the Sugar Colonies and America, muft 
narrow, and not extend, thofe rights of intercourfe 
under which Ruffia made her alliance with us 
confequently, they can be no infringement of that 
alliance, and in truth are not in the fmalleft de­
gree the objeCts of it. But put the cafe at the worft, 
and let it be even fuppofed that her Imperial Ma- 
jefty fhould infill, that ffie too {hall have the right 
of fending the produce of Ruffia from thence in 
Ruffian fhips with one deck, and not exceeding 
eighty or one hundred tons burthen, to our Sugar 
Colonies, and bring back fugar-, what could the 
evil extend to? Can any man believe that luch a 
pretenfion would ever ferioufly be fet up ?- As to 
Ireland, although there be no doubt of the good 
endeavours of thofe who have fhewn themfelves 
ever ready to embroil us with our filler kingdom,



they will not find it eafy to confound two points 
fo didindt from each other, as the quantum of duty 
payable to the revenue of theiv own country upon the 
importation of any commodity, and the right to 
go and fetch that commodity. Britain imparted 
that right to go and fetch it to Ireland, as a 
matter of favour -, and Ireland is too juft to con­
ceive that Britain thereby precluded herfelf 
from regulating the trade of her own Colonies in 
other refpetds, according to future events. While 
Ireland enjoys the commerce of the Britifh Sugar 
Colonies upon the fame footing that England does, 
fbe can have no caufe to complain; but hard in­
deed would be the lot of the Sugar Colonies, if, 
whilfh both Britain and Ireland enjoy the freed in- 
tercourfe with the Americans in American fhips, 
they, to whom alone, from local circumftances, that 
mode of intercourfe is ejfential, fhould Hand pre­
cluded from it. The Irifh think too generoufiy, to 
wifh to edabliih any fuch principle.

One other view remains to be taken of the re- 
dri&ion contended for, and it is an important 
one. If it were poffible to confine the intercourfe 
between the Sugar Colonies and America to Bri- 
tifh-buiit fhips, is it quite fo clear, as men ima­
gine, that we have (hips to carry it on, or can 
keep up fuch a dock of Britifn flipping in the 
merchants fervice, as would be wanted ? There is 
no doubt, but immediately upon the difehargeof

G 2 the
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the tranfport fer/ice, a great many fhips built dur* 
ing the war exprefsly for that fervice, were thrown 
out of employment; but it is to be conftdered, 
that the American-built fhips heretofore deemed 
Britifh, are now beginning to wear out very fail, 
and that no more American fhips can be received 
as Britifh, unlefs fome accommodating plan of 
adoption in Nova Scotia fhall be fallen upon. In­
dependent of the intercourfe in queftion, which, 
as has been before obferved, was carried on almoft 
wholly in American bottoms, the proportion oi 
the general trade of this country fo carried on was 
very great. Britifh and American privileges being 
before the war the fame, it is not eafy to come at 
exact information, what proportion the one clafs 
of {hipping bore to the other ; and probably no 
official documents are extant that would fhew it; 
but an inftitution of the Underwriters of London 
affords a very good general ground of judgment. 
To guard againft impofition in infurances, a fociety 
of merchants and underwriters have eftablifhed fur- 
veyors at all the principal ports of the kingdom, 
who make weekly returns of every fbip employed 
in foreign trade that enters the port; but take no 
cognizance of the coaking trade, upon which fewer 
infurances are made. Thofe returns Hate her 
name, tonnage and age, where built, who are the 
owners, her draft of water, her ufual trade, and 
their opinion of her quality, both as to the hull and 
the rigging and outfit; and ail thefe returns are
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polled weekly into books for the ule of the fub» 
fcribers. In the year 1775, the furveying ports 
were London, Briftcl, Liverpool, Lane after, White- 
haven, Workington, Mar y pert, Leith, Y inmouth, 
Hull, Whitby, Lynn, Yarmouth, Portfmouth, Cowes, 
JW, Yopftoam, Exeter, Dartmouth, Biddefcrd, 
Barnftaple, Apple dore, Dublin, Corke, B elf aft, New- 
ry, and Waterford -, and the book of that year con­
tains the laft furvey of every fnip employed in 
foreign trade that had entered any of thofe ports 
in 1772, 1773, 1774, and till the Autumn of 
1775, fhewing the date of the laft furvey*, but 
inferting no fhip twice, although all the confiant 
traders had in that period been many times fur- 
veyed. The number amounts to 6219 fail, which 
ftand reported,

Tons.
3908 Britifh-built, amounting to 605,645 
2311 American-built — — 373,61s

The tonnage of both is much below the truth, 
being the tonnage the (hips were regiftered at ; but 
as there is no ground to fuppofe the one more fo
than the other, the proportion holds ; and it fol­
lows, that as far as this furvey extended, the 
American (hipping employed in the foreign trade 
diredly to and from Britain, amounted to a good 
deal more than half as much as the Britifh. Now,
the direct trade between America and Britain ma 
ftiil be carried on by American (hips in as great 
degree as before, but from every other branc

d

they will be precluded} and except in that brancl
there



there appears no reafon to fear a falling-off of the 
Britifti trade : it will follow, that without med­
dling with the intercourfe between America and the 
Wefc Indies, we muft add nearly one half to our 
flock of fhips in the merchants fervice, as the 
American fhips and thofe difcharged from the 
tranfport fervice gradually wear out ; and whether 
that can be done without too much exhaufting the 
timber of the kingdom before it comes to the 
growth fit for large fhips, will require the moft fe- 
rious confideration. To build fhips in England 
with imported timber will never anfwer ; and it 
muft not be forgot that every increafe of the price 
of a fhip operates as a tax upon the manufactures 
and commerce which Ihe is to tranfport; and that 
our price of flhip-building is already perhaps the 
higheft in the world where materials are to be had. 
It is not meant to draw this head to any precife 
conclufion, but to fuggeft the general confideration 
of it as very important in itfelf, and applying col­
laterally to the prefent queftion ; in which the 
Weft India Planters and Merchants confidently truft 
they ftand otherwife lupporced by fadls incontro­
vertible, and oppofed by no argument that does 
not fap the foundation of the very interefts it pro- 
feffes to fupport.

JAMES ALLEN, Secretary.
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