
I am proud and delighted once again to serve as spokesperson  
for the summer season. With the OSM, summertime means 
beauty, accessibility, and virtuosity, so take full advantage of it! 
Individuals, families, friends, come enjoy the 8th Classical Spree, 
a fantastic musical marathon with a great variety of affordable 
concerts and various activities, without forgetting the spectacular 
opening show at the Olympic Park. In concert halls or under the 
stars, it’s a renewed promise of unforgettable, rallying moments.  
I can’t wait to see you there in great numbers!

André Robitaille
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The great tradition of Montreal summer 
festivals is unique in the world. Our 
city’s truly special seasonal atmosphere 
perfectly reflects the “DNA” of 
Montrealers’ spirit; for in summer we 
celebrate zest for life, conviviality, and 
warmth after a long winter. The Classical 
Spree is an integral part of this festive 
tradition, providing the opportunity  
to welcome back “old friends,” –  
world-famous soloists, composers of  
the great repertoire – in a wholly different  
context than usual.
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The Classical Spree’s range of different musical genres mirrors the diversity of Montreal’s 
soundscape and its public. While maintaining our wonderful classical music offerings,  
this year we have broadened our artistic programming to include different realms: Indian,  
jazz, and Canadian Indigenous music.

It is with great enthusiasm that my musician colleagues from the Orchestra, our guest artists,  
and I invite you to join us in celebrating music and summer! 

Kent Nagano, Music Director

The OSM invites you to the 8th edition of its Classical Spree, held in a 
perfect summer setting for festivities and gatherings. This one-of-a-kind 

festival in North America features 31 indoor concerts in addition  
to a multitude of free activities – and as many opportunities  

to discover classical music in new ways. 

Masterful performers of all generations will dazzle you with symphonic 
concerts, chamber performances and recitals. To broaden the horizons 

of musical discovery, we also propose concerts of Indian classical 
music and performances by Indigenous artists.  

COME SEE  
THE MUSIC 

Diverse 
PROGRAMMING

1
FREE GRAND 

OPENING 
CONCERT  

at the Olympic 
Park’s Esplanade 

GREAT CONCERTS 
AT AFFORDABLE 

RATES:   
tickets  from $10 to $45*

4
DAYS  

of festivities

CONCERTS 
IN 4 

DIFFERENT 
INDOOR 
VENUES 

31

FREE ACTIVITIES 
for all ages
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31
CONCERTS

STARTING AT 

$10
Taxes extra

Vast programming, 
FREE OF 

CHARGE!

Charismatic Montreal tenor Marc Hervieux performs 
Britten’s song cycle Les Illuminations, setting to music 

the poetry of Rimbaud. Kent Nagano will conduct 
excerpts from Suites nos. 1 and 2 of Peer Gynt, Grieg’s 
music to Ibsen’s fantastical play. The melodic richness 

of these suites has made them a huge success  
ever since their first performance.

FRI. AUGUST 9   |   6:30 P.M.

LEGEND AND POETRY 
WITH MARC HERVIEUX 

AND KENT NAGANO

As night falls, a toymaker’s store comes to life as 
dolls throw themselves into a series of unruly dances: 
welcome to The Magic Toyshop by Respighi, based 
on themes by Rossini! As for Bruch’s Violin Concerto 
no. 1, it has become so famous as to virtually eclipse 

the composer’s other works. Its performance 
will showcase the dazzling virtuosity and lyricism 

of violinist Vadim Repin.

FRI. AUGUST 9   |   8:15 P.M.

ROMANTICISM: 
SIGNED 

VADIM REPIN  

Canadian Brass returns to the Classical Spree,  
to the public’s great delight. With more than two 

million albums sold and a vast repertoire of original 
pieces, standards, and arrangements, Canadian Brass 
transports listeners to a captivating and exhilarating 

world of sound. The group’s performers share  
their passion for brass with finesse and fun. 

SAT. AUGUST 10   |   11 A.M.

THE INCOMPARABLE 
CANADIAN 

BRASS

From the Concerto for two trombones by young 
Canadian composer Matthew Ricketts to the swingin’ 

tunes of Glenn Miller and Tommy Dorsey, brass 
instruments take centre stage under the baton of 

Maestro Kent Nagano. Treat yourself to this exquisite 
musical cocktail, a mix of jazz and classical spiced  

with the gripping modulations and humorous touches  
of Prokofiev’s Symphony no. 1. 

SAT. AUGUST 10   |   1 P.M.

THE OSM: 
FROM PROKOFIEV 
TO GLENN MILLER 

Mussorgsky’s Night on Bald Mountain, whose vivid 
theatricality has marked the collective imagination 
through Disney‘s Fantasia, calls forth witches and 

supernatural beings in an infernal dance. For her Montreal 
debut, Baiba Skride demonstrates her exceptional talent 

in a performance of Mozart’s Violin Concerto no. 3, a 
work exuding irresistible freshness. And the warm, deep 

tones of Todd Cope’s clarinet flourish in Berio’s Lied. 

SAT. AUGUST 10   |   5:30 P.M. 

THE PHANTASMAGORICAL 
NIGHT ON BALD 

MOUNTAIN 

Hear the OSM perform one of its greatest 
recording successes: Ravel’s La valse, the 
featured encore of the Orchestra’s 2019 

European tour. Inspired by Eastern European 
folk music and imbued with fiery vigour, 

Bartók’s Concerto for Orchestra showcases 
the virtuosity of different OSM members. 

SAT. AUGUST 10   |   7:15 P.M.

KENT NAGANO 
CONDUCTS 

BARTÓK AND RAVEL 

Under the direction of Maestro Kent Nagano, 
Herbert Schuch engages in a dialogue with the OSM 

in Beethoven’s Piano Concerto no. 3, expressing  
all the composer’s passion and determination.  

To conclude this concert, Bizet’s dazzling Farandole 
entices you into a veritable whirlwind of music.

SAT. AUGUST 10   |   9 P.M.

HERBERT SCHUCH PLAYS 
BEETHOVEN’S THIRD 

PIANO CONCERTO

For the third year in a row, the Classical Spree welcomes 
choirs of the Alliance chorale du Québec, who present a 
varied repertoire in tribute to the rich tradition of choral 
singing. The concert concludes with the powerful sound 

of four choirs,  joined together with accompaniment 
on the Grand Orgue Pierre-Béique, in Beethoven’s 

Ode to Joy, an authentic hymn to freedom and human 
brotherhood, conducted by Kent Nagano. 

SUN. AUGUST 11   |   11 A.M. 

A CHORUS 
OF VOICES

Ensemble InSpirations presents a mosaic of 
different musical traditions: touches of folklore 
from the Balkans, klezmer, jazz, and a sprinkling  

of Latin flavour. An original programme conceived 
by five seasoned artists giving audiences  

the chance to discover an unexpected dimension 
of the Grand Orgue Pierre-Béique.

SAT. AUGUST 10   |   3:15 P.M.

A JOURNEY IN STYLE: 
JAZZ, FOLK AND 

BEYOND

Joy and ebullience describe the closing concert  
of the 8th Classical Spree. On the programme: works  

by Vivaldi, composer of the universally famous  
Four Seasons. No instrument is left behind under 

Vivaldi’s pen: he gives them all their due in his 
innumerable concertos. All? Well, maybe not...  

but discover unheard-of versions of these works on 
unusual instruments! An array of fabulous artists unite  

to bring you right to the center of the celebration!

SUN. AUGUST 11   |   2 P.M.

VIVALDI 
DELIRIUM!

NOT TO BE MISSED AT THE MAISON SYMPHONIQUE 

COMPLEXE  
DESJARDINS 
For a weekend, Complexe Desjardins 
morphs into a veritable concert hall! 
Catch performances by emerging 
ensembles and by the Classical 
Spree Symphony, made up of 
Quebec musicians from all walks of 
life, and get ready for a surprise as 
some Classical Spree artists make 
impromptu appearances! 

The Classical Spree takes to the streets! 
Experience music in new and extraordinary 
ways, right on Sainte-Catherine Street: 

•	Immersive yoga sessions with 
	musical performance 

•	Bhangra workshop, dance from 
	India’s Punjab region 

•	Percussion workshops 

Enjoy these participative activities to get you 
moving to the rhythm of the festival!

PLACE DES ARTS  

SEE THE DETAILED SCHEDULE, OVERLEAF

Place des Arts and its public spaces turn into the prime 
venue for learning more about music and musicians: 

•	Chamber music performances 

•	Talks  

•	Film screenings at Théâtre Maisonneuve 

•	Musical awakening activites  

An abundance of options, varied programming,  
all designed to inspire the artist in you!

FREE 
PROGRAMMING 

AND 
ACTIVITIES

More details on

osm.ca

SAINTE-CATHERINE 
STREET 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 9 SATURDAY, AUGUST 10 SUNDAY, AUGUST 11

Under the direction of Kent Nagano, a massed chorus and  
orchestra joined by four soloists including Leslie Ann Bradley  

and Mario Bahg will launch the eighth edition of the 
Classical Spree with a performance of Verdi’s Requiem.  

A great master of opera, Verdi gave this work a truly 
theatrical dimension: profound vocal lyricism, powerful 

choral and orchestral forces and the famous Dies irae with 
its striking effect. Join the OSM and 500 choristers 

at the Olympic Park to experience this special, highly  
charged and powerfully emotional moment.

OUR PARTNERS

VERDI’S 
GREAT  
REQUIEM

PRESENTED AT 
THE OLYMPIC PARK’S 

ESPLANADE 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7  |  8 P.M.

FREE
GRAND 

CONCERT

$15 TO $45*MAISON SYMPHONIQUE

$27*CINQUIÈME SALLE

$22*PIANO NOBILE

$10*SALLE CLAUDE-LÉVEILLÉE
ARTISTIC PARTNERS

SUPPLIERS 

PUBLIC PARTNERS

* Price per concert. Taxes extra.

45-MINUTE 
CONCERTS 
WITHOUT 
INTERMISSION

Kent Nagano, conductor 
Andrew Megill, chorus master 

With soprano Leslie Ann Bradley 
and tenor Mario Bahg, among others   

The OSM Chorus

See the complete programming 
and discover our free activities on  

osm.ca
Get your tickets now!

PLAN YOUR 
CLASSICAL 

SPREE

90 min 60 min

VENUE SPONSORS 

MEDIA PARTNERS 

17 years and under

$10*

YOUTH 
RATE

per concert

ASSOCIATE PARTNER

EVENT HOSTPRESENTING SPONSOR OF THE OSM

MAJOR PARTNERS PRIVILEGED PARTNER

LEGEND AND POETRY 
WITH MARC HERVIEUX 
AND KENT NAGANO    
Kent Nagano, conductor 
Marc Hervieux, tenor 
—
Britten, Les Illuminations, op. 18
Grieg, Peer Gynt, Suite for Orchestra  
nos. 1 & 2, excerpts

6:30 P.M.
ROMANTICISM:  
SIGNED VADIM REPIN    
Kent Nagano, conductor 
Vadim Repin, violin
—
Respighi/Rossini, The Magic 
Toyshop, excerpts
Bruch, Violin Concerto no. 1  
in G minor, op. 26    

8:15 P.M.
THE INCOMPARABLE 
CANADIAN BRASS 
Christopher Coletti, trumpet
Caleb Hudson, trumpet
Jeff Nelsen, horn
Achilles Liarmakopoulos, trombone
Chuck Daellenbach, tuba

THE OSM: FROM PROKOFIEV 
TO GLENN MILLER 
Kent Nagano, conductor 
Ian Bousfield, trombone
James Box, trombone 
—
Prokofiev, Symphony no. 1 in D major, 
op. 25, “Classical”
Matthew Ricketts, Halo, Concerto  
for two trombones, World premiere – 
OSM commission
David Martin, Homage to Glenn Miller 
and Tommy Dorsey, World premiere – 
OSM commission

1 P.M.
A JOURNEY IN STYLE:  
JAZZ, FOLK AND BEYOND 
Ensemble InSpirations
André Moisan, clarinets and 
saxophones
Frédéric Alarie, double bass 
Hélène Lemay, trombone
Paul Picard, percussion
Jean-Willy Kunz, organist in residence
—
Works by Bart Howard, Frédéric Alarie, 
Chick Corea and Paquito d’Rivera

3:15 P.M.
THE PHANTASMAGORICAL 
NIGHT ON BALD 
MOUNTAIN 
Kent Nagano, conductor  
Baiba Skride, violin 
Todd Cope, clarinet
—
Berio, Lied
Mozart, Violin Concerto no. 3 in G major
Mussorgsky, Night on Bald Mountain 
(orch. Rimsky-Korsakov)

5:30 P.M.
KENT NAGANO CONDUCTS 
BARTÓK AND RAVEL 
Kent Nagano, conductor
—
Bartók, Concerto for Orchestra
Ravel, La valse

7:15 P.M.
HERBERT SCHUCH 
PLAYS BEETHOVEN’S THIRD 
PIANO CONCERTO   
Kent Nagano, conductor 
Herbert Schuch, piano
—
Beethoven, Piano Concerto no. 3 
in C minor, op. 37
Bizet, L’Arlésienne, Suite no. 2: 
“Farandole”

9 P.M.
A CHORUS 
OF VOICES
Kent Nagano, conductor 
Member-choirs of the Alliance chorale 
du Québec and their titular conductors
Jean-Willy Kunz, organist in residence
—
Works for choir and organ,  
including Beethoven’s Ode to Joy. 
Concert without orchestra.

11 A.M.
VIVALDI DELIRIUM!
Classical Spree Ensemble
Kent Nagano, conductor
Baiba Skride, violin
Andrew Wan, violin
Blake Pouliot, violin
Timothy Chooi, violin
Andrei Ioniţă, cello
Eric Chappell, octobass
Krystina Marcoux, marimba
Alexandru Sura, cimbalom
—
Concerto and other works by Vivaldi 

2 P.M.

MAKUSHAM! 
FLORENT VOLLANT
With singers Florent Vollant  
and Moe Clark, with the participation  
of OSM musicians
—
Makusham! A concert inspired by 
the traditional Innu gathering to share 
in music with generosity and joy. 
With Florent Vollant, Moe Clark and 
musicians of the OSM.

6:45 P.M.
SHOSTAKOVICH’S SOLE 
PIANO QUINTET  
Baiba Skride, violin  
Blake Pouliot, violin 
Lambert Chen, viola
Tavi Ungerleider, cello
Philip Chiu, piano
—
Shostakovich, Piano Quintet 
in G minor, op. 57

8:45 P.M.
CLASSICAL MUSIC 
OF INDIA: 
“MORNING MUSIC”
Indian Music
Nishat Khan, sitar master  
—
Master of the sitar Nishat Khan  
presents morning music, a series 
of North Indian ragas composed 
especially to start the day. 

11 A.M.
PLAY A STORY 
WITH SOPHIE CADIEUX!  
Sophie Cadieux, actor
Instrumental Ensemble 
—
An interactive concert  
featuring a musically  
illustrated story,  
with works chosen 
by the public.

Performance in french 

1 P.M.
TCHAIKOVSKY’S 
SOUVENIR OF FLORENCE
Vadim Repin, violin
Baiba Skride, violin
Victor Fournelle-Blain, viola
Natalie Racine, viola 
Andrei Ioniţă, cello
Anna Burden, cello 
—
Tchaikovsky, Souvenir de Florence, 
op. 70

2:45 P.M.
BEETHOVEN, BRAHMS 
AND LISZT WITH 
HERBERT SCHUCH
Herbert Schuch, piano
—
Beethoven, Piano Sonata no. 8 
in C minor, op. 13, “Pathétique” 
Brahms, Variations on a Theme 
by Paganini, op. 35, Book I 
Liszt, Grandes études de Paganini,  
S. 141: III. “La campanella”

4:45 P.M.
THE EXTRAORDINARY 
VADIM REPIN IN RECITAL   
Vadim Repin, violin
Mari Kodama, piano 
—
Debussy, Sonata no. 3 for Violin 
and Piano in G minor 
Grieg, Violin Sonata no. 3 
in C minor, op. 45
Tchaikovsky, Eugene Onegin, op. 24: 
Act II “Lensky’s Aria”

6:45 P.M.
BACH AND MENDELSSOHN 
BY THE BORROMEO QUARTET 
Borromeo String Quartet
Nicholas Kitchen, violin
Kristopher Tong, violin
Mai Motobuchi, viola
Yeesun Kim, cello 
—
J. S. Bach, The Well-Tempered Clavier,  
Book II, BWV 870-893, excerpts 
(arr. for string quartet by N.Kitchen)
Mendelssohn, String Quartet no. 3 
in D major, op. 44, no. 1

8:30 P.M.

BEETHOVEN’S 
“ARCHDUKE” TRIO
Andrew Wan, violin   
Brian Manker, cello 
Herbert Schuch, piano
—
Beethoven, Piano Trio no. 7 in B-flat 
major, op. 97, “Archduke”

6:45 P.M.
COLOURS OF INDIA 
AND OF THE SITAR 
Indian Music: “Evening Music” 
Nishat Khan, sitar’s master 
—
At the heart of North Indian Classical 
music is the Raga, the Sanskrit word for 
colour. Join virtuoso sitarist Nishat Khan 
for a raga performance designed to 
awake emotions for the evening.

8:30 P.M.
BACH’S MAJESTIC CELLO 
SUITE NO. 1 
Andrei Ioniţă, cello
—
J. S. Bach, Cello Suite no. 1 in G major, 
BWV 1007 
Kodály, Sonata for Solo Cello, op. 8

11:15 A.M.
THEORBO AND GUITAR 
IN THE BAROQUE ERA
Sylvain Bergeron, theorbo 
and baroque guitar
—
Pieces for theorbo  
by Alessandro Piccinini 
Pieces for baroque guitar  
by Giovanni Battista Granata  
and Domenico Pellegrini

1:15 P.M. 3:15 P.M.
QUARTETS BY HAYDN 
AND BARTÓK
Borromeo String Quartet
Nicholas Kitchen, violin
Kristopher Tong, violin
Mai Motobuchi, viola
Yeesun Kim, cello
—
Bartók, String Quartet no. 3, Sz. 85
Haydn, String Quartet in C major, 
Hob.III:32

5 P.M.
CHOPIN, POULENC 
AND RAVEL WITH 
CARTER JOHNSON
Carter Johnson, piano (Grand Prize 
winner of the 2018 OSM Competition)
—
Chopin, Polonaise-fantaisie 
in A-flat major, op. 61
Poulenc, Improvisations, excerpts
Ravel, Le tombeau de Couperin

7:15 P.M.
OPERA SOIREE
Leslie Ann Bradley, soprano 
Mario Bahg, tenor (First Prize winner, 
«Aria» category of the 2018 CMIM)
Marie-Ève Scarfone, piano
—
Great opera arias and duets

8:45 P.M.

THE TROMBONE 
BY IAN BOUSFIELD
Ian Bousfield, trombone
Pamela Reimer, piano
—
Glinka, Sonatensatz,  
for trombone and piano
René Staar, Panik and Irony,  
for solo trombone, op. 22k ter
Debussy, Menuet, for  
trombone and piano
Korngold, Die tote Stadt  
(The Dead City), excerpts 

7 P.M.
THE TRIO OF LAUREATES
Timothy Chooi, violin   
(Laureate of the OSM Competition  
in 2010)
Bruno Tobon, cello
(Laureate of the OSM Competition  
in 2016)
Carter Johnson, piano
(Laureate of the OSM Competition  
in 2018)
—
Brahms, Piano Trio no. 2 in C major, 
op. 87

11:45 A.M.
THE VIOLIN ACCORDING 
TO BLAKE POULIOT
Blake Pouliot, violin  
(Winner of the OSM Competition in 2016)
Hsin-i Huang, piano 
—
Janáček, Violin Sonata 
Mozart, Violin Sonata no. 24 
in F major, K. 376 
Bartók, Violin Rhapsody no. 1, Sz. 86 
Brahms, Hungarian Dance no. 1,  
in G minor

1:15 P.M.
CARTE BLANCHE TO 
THE DOUBLE BASS 
Ali Kian Yazdanfar, bass
Todd Cope, clarinet 
Sanaz Sotudeh, piano 
—
Schumann, Adagio and Allegro, op. 70 
Behzad Ranjbaran, Ballade 
Morton Gould, Benny’s Gig 
Alfred Desenclos, Aria et Rondo 

3:15 P.M.
ENCOUNTERS 
WITH THE OBOE 
Theodore Baskin, oboe
Olga Gross, piano
—
C. P. E. Bach, Oboe Sonata 
in G minor, Wq 135 
Schumann, Three Romances 
for Oboe and Piano, op. 94 
Poulenc, Oboe Sonata, FP 185 
Hindemith, Oboe Sonata

4:45 P.M.

ALL-AGES 
CONCERT: 
10 YEARS 
AND UP

11 A.M.

FOR 5 TO 12 
YEARS OLD

RECORDERS ON THE RUN
A Jeunesses Musicales Canada’s 
coproduction with Flûte alors!  
Vincent Lauzer, Marie-Laurence 
Primeau, Alexa Raine-Wright  
and Caroline Tremblay,  
Recorders

Performance in french

FOR 5 TO 12 
YEARS OLD
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