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Introduction 

RO U N D the Gaspé" is a traveler's phrase now quite 
, familiar, but almost unheard in the Uni ted States 

when this book was first published in 1923 . Unt i l the open­
ing a few years ago of the excellent road down the south 
shore of the St . Lawrence River, not many people—even 
by combining the advantages of water, steam, and gaso­
l ine—were able or cared to make the complete circuit of 
one of the greatest eastern peninsulas of the Nor th Ameri­
can continent. I t was too far away and too difficult to 
achieve. N o w that it is temporally nearer and of relatively 
easy access, Mr. Clarke's knowledgeable book has a new 
and important interest. 

Certainly no one with intelligence who has ever been 
there will disagree with the statement that the Gaspé is the 
geologist's paradise. A photograph will tell you that. But 
because of its peculiar relation to the last ice age , it is the 
botanist's paradise as well; and, if only because of Bona-
venture Island, the ornithologist's ; and so on. And to the 
casual inspector of flora, fauna, and avifauna, to the 
traveler and fisherman, and to him or her with an eye for 
the unspoiled original scene, it is indeed the "creek of the 
morning" and fascinating ground. 

Because Mr. Clarke was a geologist with the g i f t of 
phrase, he has written better of the Gaspé, I think, than 
the hunter, the sociologist, the curious traveler, or the pro­
fessional writer could have written. H i s book has natural 
roots in time, in history, in custom, and in the soil. H e has 
the full feel of it, from Silurian rock and the l iving sea of 
caplin and cod to the Micmac Indian and the "willowy 
vi l lage" and the green herons on the mud banks and the 
ghosts of Cartier, Denys , and LeClercq. T h e del ight of the 
scientist in Anthony Plourde and Devonian fish, or in the 
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Percesian Table-à-rolante , is also the del ight of an his­

torian choosing "the rubble breasts of some ancient for­

tress ," or deal ing with the more vaccine emotion of the local 

adventurer "driving an angular and joyless nag ." 

Mr. Clarke begins his flâneries by the shores of Rist i -

gouche B a y and that clinic of rivers, the Patapedia , 

Matapedia , and Cascapedia. From there his road lies to 

the east and north toward the î le Percée with which he is 

largely concerned. In his time "the St . Lawrence P a t h ­

way" was the water way. If you went to Percé by land, you 

came up from Maine or New Brunswick, not down from 

Quebec. "Geography ," he says , "has made life hard along 

these combs of mountains, but it has kept it sweet and 

simple. . . . A railroad, the human bond that so often 

laughs at such control, if here* to traverse unspeakable 

grades and puncture protruding mountains, would ac­

complish nothing to change the habitudes of the coas t— 

s tart ing from nowhere and ending nowhere." I trust that 

he is right. B u t a road ( though not a railroad) has gone 

through, as roads have a way of d o i n g ; and if a current 

traveler's word were added to this book, he would say that 

the best, the safest (because you are on the inside t r a c k ) , 

and the most vivid, approach to the Gaspé is now clockwise 

by road from Rivière du Loup. Perhaps some idea of what 

the modern vacationist may hope to find in a few flawless 

days over this new route—if that is unluckily all he can 

afford—may be discovered in the following crude extracts 

from a notebook which I kept on such a tr ip a few years 

ago . T o journey farther and deeper will require, for one 

thing, the wise and cheerful text beyond. 

A u g . 29 . F o g on the river, roads very sl ippery. Crossed, 

* The south shore of the St. Lawrence, particularly from 
Matane to Fox River. 
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after dark, the St . Lawrence from St. Simeon (on the 

Murray B a y side) to Rivière du Loup . A full complement 

of cars for the ferry passage of 10 or 15 miles: $5 for the 

car, $2 per person. Dinner $1 .25 each. Quite good. T h e 

menu began : 

S. S. Rivière du Loup 

CAPTAIN DESCHÊNE 

SOUP 

etc. 

I preferred soup to Capt. Deschêne. T h e rest very French 

phonetic, as vegatables, roast porch, etc. A wet night , but 

the fog is dissipated somewhat by the rain and rising wind. 

Few Americans on board. Because of the weather, we 

headed round an island and north for the shriek of the 

Tadousac Lightship . Fr ighten ing speed. Great flakes of 

phosphorus in our wake as in Coleridge and the Book of 

Job . More astonishing than the white whales in the same 

spot on a clear day. Recommend this tr ip , and take it at 

night . 

A u g . 30 . Lef t Rivière du Loup early in the morning; 

fa ir ; clear, cool air. N o t e that the Gaspéward Canadians 

have a mighty fancy for t i l t ing their " N ' s " the wrong 

way. T h e cacuminal touch: 

O V E R M I G H T C A B I H S 

ENGLISH AND FRENCHSPOKEN 

Very beautiful all day. Small beaches, but a constant 

stream of houses and farms. Cheerful, fairly prosperous. 

F ine fish weirs round St . Ulr ic (I th ink) . Black duck and 

gulls , but few other birds. One white-throated sparrow. 

W e are still in Quebec, but a wilderness has entered into 
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the landscape now. Villages are neat—al l one-street size 

except Rimouski and Matane where the larger freighters 

call for lumber, etc. Cooked lunch on a beach near St . 

Ulr ic . W a t e r terribly cold. Said to be 45° F . at Murray 

Bay . N o bathing for pleasure on this sailless shore. A few 

nets hung to dry ; the same round corks in them as you 

will pick up on the beach at J o h n O'Groats in Scotland. 

/ must always see to the beach (v. Edmund Gosse and his 

visit to the L i z a r d ) . 

Before lunch, called at the wireless station at Pointe au 

Père. A most charming M. Desrosiers on duty. H e was 

there when the Empress of Ireland collided in the St . Law­

rence with a Danish collier ( M a y 2 9 , 1 9 1 4 ) and was sunk. 

T h e collier (he told me) had a Chinese crew; she made 

port and saved nobody. All the rescuing was done by two 

boats from Rimouski. More than 1,000 were drowned; 

some 68 unidentified are buried by the road at Pointe au 

Père. M. Desrosiers talked much of old days on the air, as 

when he heard in the Gulf Menier's yacht entering San 

Francisco Harbor. H e said the Pacific Coast signals come 

in better farther down than at Pointe au Père. H e showed 

me the old 5 K . W . set with a rotary g a p . T h e smell of 

ozone (when he closed the key) took me back twenty years 

to my amateur days in Oregon. W e shook hands, and I 

told him one day I'd try to talk to him on the air. 

T h e second Desrosiers of the day I met much more by 

accident when we had our first and only flat tire of the trip 

at Cap à la Baleine. This M. Desrosiers and six chi ldren— 

or maybe e ight—turned out to watch me change it. T h e y 

offered the house for Mme. ma mère, who accepted. A car­

riage robe was brought for me to kneel on while I adjusted 

the astonishing jack. A fence rail was offered first as a 

handy lever, but I explained. Then it was perceived that I 

must wash the hands. A son was sent down 2 0 0 yards to 
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the St . Lawrence to fetch water to prime the pump. Savon 
and a burlap were supplied. Such generosity ! I was em­
barrassed. I tried to offer him some money, there in the 
bare kitchen, say ing it would give me much pleasure; but 
no (very s h y l y ) — n o , he could not. Al l the family smiled 
in unison, and I'm sure he wasn't reproached later for re­
fusing. I took his address and said I'd return some day, and 
he promised to take me fishing in his dory. I begin again to 
understand the habitant tongue much better; it is hard, 
sometimes, to call it French. I always think of the little 
boy on the dock on the Isle of Orleans who said the boat 
would leave at quatre heure manque-ko ( 3 : 4 5 ) . Par t ing , 
I gave the Desrosiers some oranges and lemons. T h e small­
est one started to bite into a lemon at once, but father 
fortunately restrained hiin. Evidence that he had never 
got hold of a lemon before. Au revoir, my friends! such 
kindness hasn't vanished from the earth. 

On to Cap Chat for the night. S ingle rooms $1 .25 . A 
clean little inn at the Cat ; a good supper late. W r i t i n g this 
in bed. A calendar hangs on the thin bathhouse kind of 
wall announcing the Banque de Montréal , with a hand­
some reproduction of "une peinture à Vlinile de Sir Wil­
liam Van H orne" of "L'étang aux Us à St. Andrews, 
N.B." Then the list of d a y s : 

Dim. Lun. Mar. Mer. Jeu. Yen. Sam. 

T o d a y is Dim ( I recol lect) , ye t it has been very bright. 
Rain fell for an hour, but it ended in a vigorous sunset, all 
fire under heavy ceiling. Ah , Sam! I am glad that you are 
still far away. A sign on the road today said : 

Pneus (t ires) good-year. 

T h e Gaspé, I reflected, is one place where no pneus is not 

xiii 
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good news. Before I came in tonight I saw the l ights of 
probably one of the Empresses g o i n g up river which, in 
reality, is about southwest. 

Pass ing so many fields for so many days on end, I have 
been struck by the fact that wherever there are two horses 
behind the same fence you find them almost invariably 
side by side. T h e same with calves. I have also been observ­
ing horses and cows in a storm, and the different front put 
up . Pau l Potter's Bull , if I remember, has it wrong. A cow 
puts her head to the storm, a horse his buttocks. 

A note on poplars: More than willows, they usually 
seem to be planted two or three together. You never see a 
poplar grove here—or in the Uni ted States , for that 
matter. A fine silver birch coppice today reminded me of 
another in Scot land—out in the west near Ullapool . 
S t r o n g places here for primitive smells : lumber, pu lp , fish, 
salt, seaweed, pine. T h e y mix well. 

A u g . 3 1 . Lef t Cap Chat on a good run yesterday. Fair 
to c loudy; cool. A steamer from Hal i fax sighted, bound 
for Quebec or Montreal . A superb day of it. A t Marsouis 
I went fishing in the little river, up stream a few miles. 
Black flies very bad; it seems late for them, and is in 
Maine. Clear water, much driftwood. A few small t rout ; 
started a heron. Encountered Joe Bélanger, a trapper who 
has been to California. Offered factual support to my be­
lief that the trout had moved up river. T h e y run to 3 lbs., 
he says ( they always d o ) , in a lake on the West Branch. 
Salmon in June , and again in September on a fly. Mr. 
Bélanger , during our talk, was support ing , by strap and 
tump-l ine, about 120 lbs. in two packs. H e is about 5' 6" 
tall , and says he can't carry as much as he used to. W h o 
can? H e was packing in grub, blankets, supplies, etc., 
from Marsouis preparatory to running his winter trap 
line. 



Introduction 

X V 

Lunch on the beach by a stranded wreck. E g g s and 
tomatoes, over a fire, and Frontenac ale. Watched four 
cormorants tacking against a stiff breeze. A wild, wonder­
ful shore with the sharp pine flavor of the Labrador blow­
ing down on us from far across the Gulf. T h e road beyond 
here is largely at sea level. I t is built at the dead foot of the 
hills and mountains, often on wooden cribs filled with 
stone. I wonder the winter seas don't wash it out. T h e 
rocks are black shale and sedimentary. Examin ing some of 
them, I found the fossil of a small fish—probably a kipper. 
The cross section of the range formation is largely ex­
posed to the eye. I t is j u s t as though it were sliced with a 
knife; and the folding and buckling shows clearly, in a 
great area, rising at a guess 8 0 0 to 1,200 feet above the 
road. T h e weight of ages rested here. There is much 
weathering and detritus. A fresh slide had occurred in one 
place. T h e corners are sharp and blind now, and a little 
horn is comforting. Stil l , the dangers are relatively small ; 
and I remember no place as dizzying, or particularly fear­
ful. At Manche d'Epée a garage man, François Lemieux, 
who had been apprenticed several years in Hart ford , Conn., 
told me he had bought a strip of land 4 acres wide by 25 
or 30 long for $73 . This ran down from a mountain top to 
the sea! His house by the garage he built himself. I t is two 
stories high and cost $250 . I t compares not so unfavor­
ably with Thoreau's $ 2 8 . 1 2 % spent on the shores of a 
mid-nineteenth-century Walden. From M. Lemieux we 
turned inland a bit on a dark road that ran the length of 
a shadowy pond. W e came out in the open on a twilight 
village, perhaps the most charming on the up-side of the 
Gaspé. This was Rivière au Renard, and we put up at the 
Caribou Inn. 

Sept. 1. Mr. Luce, a fish buyer for an Engl i sh concern, 
had made an old barn into the Caribou, a somewhat E n g -
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lish tavern, with stout rafters inside and g iant poppies 
out. Mr. Baedeker would p u t a star on this. W a l k i n g 
through the vil lage, we saw cod dry ing everywhere on long 
wire screens. T h e small boats p u t out in the n ight for 
herring bait. T h e y whistled a good deal when they came 
i n ; there is a bad reef j u s t off the harbor. B u t our host 
says there have been no recent fatalities. Near ly all the 
cod from here is shipped in drums to I ta ly . A second 
market is the Ital ian quarter of New York City. Th i s is a 
prosperous- looking vil lage, and obviously F r e n c h ; it 
should be seen in the clear evening l ight reflected from the 
white surfaces. B r i g h t sweaters are the fashion, short hair 
for women. Empress E u g é n i e hats in all windows nearer 
Quebec but not here. This one escaped. Y e t the dress is 
modern. Cap Chat, I regret, had an orthophonie radio; 
but there are no radios here—or no sound and no aerials, 
which is the same thing. God forbid that a few years will 
see the advent of the foreign drummers. 

T h e children of the Gaspé are most respectful, taking 
off their caps as you g o by. A flock of them were outside 
school dur ing a recess hour this morning. T h e y were 
romping up and down hill in red stockings and other 
splashes of color. A strange, alien sight. E a c h farm has a 
small, s turdy work-horse. Few automobiles owned locally. 
N o electricity. I saw some men packing barrels last n ight , 
in a vil lage, by lamp l ight. 

T h e Gaspé is a country of craftsmen. One is surprised 
how much they make for themselves. T h e hayracks and 
many farm implements are homemade. There is a rustic 
furniture shop (one man, to be sure) here at F o x River. 
T h e lumber and pulp mills show the handsman at every 
point. A t Ruisseau or La Madeleine, yesterday, I re­
marked the long flumes of wood : a winding V trough to 
float the pulp logs from above the river down to the quay, 
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say a half mile away. Very cunningly made, and set high 

up on log supports . Al l the fishermen are farmers. T h e y 

are more than that. Mr. Raoul Blanchard in his excellent 

studies of the Gaspé, published at Grenoble, says it 

exact ly: "Nous les appellerons pêcheurs-bûcherons, sans 
oublier qu'ils sont en même temps, probablement sans ex­
ception, de petits cultivateurs." Bûcheron (woodsman) 
goes farther back than farmer. I t unites him, this primi­

tive Gaspesian, with the forest as he is obviously jo ined to 

the sea. In between he is the small gardener. H e has good 

crops: grain, oats , wheat; but s trangely few po ta toes— 

and Aroostook County, Maine, not so far away.* H e is 

also, to some extent, hunter and trapper , like Joe Bé­

langer who went west on his skins, and M. Desrosiers the 

Second who had certainly seen more than one wild buck 

framed by his rear guns ight . 

Leav ing F o x River, we went on toward Cap des Rosiers 

(see p. 9 4 ) and visited the l ighthouse there. T h e l ight­

house keeper's daughter at last! She was sixteen, intelli­

gent , and Frenchspoken. She led us up spirally with some 

chatter to a powerful l i gh t ; made in Paris , I noticed. I t 

burned oil. W e looked o u t ; and from about one hundred 

and twenty feet in the air we saw the farthest t ip of the 

Gaspé—the Fori l lon—its cliffs and green-white contrasts. 

This , surely, is one of the noblest views on our northern 

continent. A n d this, certainly, is the finest air the lungs 

could ever breathe. T h e sea in a thousand shades of color 

lay below us, suspending on the rocks; the l ittle town a 

white splash in the morning sun. One could tend a bicycle 

lamp here and be happy . I gave the y o u n g lady all the 

change I had for lett ing us invite our souls. I should have 

given her a hundred dollars. 

* M. Desrosiers, at Cap à la Baleine, had pointed proudly to 
potatoes from the States, then growing. 

xvii 
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T h e n we drove toward the Foril lon and the end of the 
Gaspé by a hilly and little used road about which we in­
quired. I t grew wilder and woodier—bent on ending, we 
were much afraid. A s ign arrested us : 

P a t h to the beach. 
Seals a n d all k inds 

of birds here. 

W e went down, taking our hamper. I t was wild and excit­
ing. W e found a new log cabin in a pine grove on a small 
promontory, with an outdoor table (cabin locked) and the 
stones for an open fire. T h e promontory ended in a great 
rock fal l ing s traight to the sea. T h e arc of a small prime­
val beach lay 50 feet below and to the east. Enchant ing 
view of the sea, the l ight , and the Cape. Crusoe's island no 
better. Failed to discover a seal that day (and such a cove 
as T a r k a the Otter might have visited ; as indeed his alien 
brothers doubtless d o ) . Many gannets and cormorants, 
several kinds of gul l , duckhawk, duck, guil lemot, sand­
piper, etc. A vessel (we always thought they were from 
H a l i f a x ) coming over the horizon while we cooked our 
lunch. W e had been told that one could see Anticosti I s ­
land from the point (i.e., the Cape) ; but in spite of re­
markable clearness and normal vision we were not quite 
high enough. On the great rock walls to the east, "split 
lengthwise by the waves," and beyond our little beach, we 
discerned a very creditable E g y p t i a n head. T h e walls were 
magnificent. Crenelation had set in long ago. T h e y were 
the walls of g iant castles, fal l ing to the sea. T h e trees 
formed the roof ; and at regular intervals a curious weath­
er ing had left great rounded turrets in the face. 

F o r several hours I watched the cormorants with their 
long necks and ruddy heads, like Indian arrows, fly out of 
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the holes and ledges far u p on the western cliffs, where 
they had built their nests. Apparent ly the gulls were after 
either eggs or y o u n g or both; but they only threatened, 
and I witnessed no direct attacks. A cormorant would fly 
sharply down the shore, out over a small reef where the 
gentle sea of the Gulf was breaking; wheel, and fly as 
sharply back, all for no purpose as far as I could see. W e 
stayed on for two hours or more and left at four for Percé. 
W h a t can one say of such optical and spiritual reward? 

DAVID MCCORD. 



Preface 

TH E impulse which has given b i r th to this book is 
r a t h e r more serious t h a n sent imenta l . W i t h any­

one who m a y choose to read, I wish once more to share 
the l ights and shades, the d ramat i c p a r a d e of moun­
ta ins and cliff, obelisk and island, the ins inua t ing gen­
t i l i ty of shore and hill slope and , withal , the pa tch­
work m a n t l e of h u m a n history which lead u p to a n d 
make the coasts of t he î l e Pe rcée . 

T h e r e is a still deeper pu rpose in the book, not over­
much p a r a d e d b u t too obvious to conceal, a n d t h a t is 
to give some pass ing g l impse of the more ancient his­
t o r y of the coastside, its memories, a wise m a n has 
called them, locked away in the rocks which compose 
it. Th i s sounds formidable and p e r h a p s not a l lur ing , 
and I m u s t has ten to say t h a t there a r e very few 
isolated places in the wor ld which can, wi th a n y p r o ­
pr ie ty , be called a key to some momentous epoch in 
the ear th ' s his tory. O u t here on this gul f - f ront the 
sea has cut t he moun ta ins to thei r roots and so has set 
before the eyes a s tory wor th the read ing . 

M e n learned l i t t le of h u m a n a n a t o m y s t u d y i n g it 
only from the outside or from a few accidental gashes 
on the body. W e m a y search the whole l eng th a n d 
breadth of our g r e a t m o u n t a i n system of eas te rn 
N o r t h A m e r i c a — t h e A p p a l a c h i a n s — a n d find no 
more t h a n here and there a gash or surface scratch to 
tell the secret of its m a k i n g . B u t on the coasts of 
P e r c é the scalpel of the sea has gone deep and here 
s tand exposed, r iotously incarnadined, the very pene-

xxi 
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t r a l i a of t he m o u n t a i n sys tem. O v e r such in t ima te 
s t ruc tu re s the h a r u s p e x read the fu tu re ; here he reads 
the pas t . A n d so, amid o ther cha rms of beau ty a n d 
h u m a n i t y , P e r c é a n d her coast hold out this br i l l iant 
record of a l ong pas t . A n d the re a re added fea tures in 
he r geology which i m p l a n t added beau ty to her lines 
a n d a r e not elsewhere to be seen. These facts invi te 
m o r e t h a n a pass ing in teres t in a spot otherwise n a t u ­
ra l ly a t t r ac t ive and physical ly insp i r ing . 

I t is a geologist who tells this s tory and who invites 
his r eade r to look a t t he coasts of P e r c é t h r o u g h his 
eyes. I f you d r a w back with a n unexpressed shudder 
a t the t h o u g h t of scrut in iz ing a n d ana lyz ing the boun­
ties of P rov idence wi th a cold scientific g la re , let us 
have th is m a t t e r out be tween us here a t the s t a r t . 

T h e apprec ia t ion of beau ty in n a t u r e depends on 
the capac i ty of t he hea r t to m a k e a response in kind. 
T h e tones of a g r e a t o r g a n m u s t k indle sympathe t i c 
tones somewhere, in arch or roof, choir or sanc tua ry , 
if thei r resonance is t o rise to highest d igni ty a n d 
beau ty . T h e apprec ia t ion of a l andscape is no t alone 
to be sensible of its l ights a n d shadows, t he composi­
t ion of its color scheme, not even of its gen ius—the 
special g race by which it capt iva tes and d ic ta tes ; in 
which it declares its unl ikeness to a n y other . T h e 
a r t i s t will d r a w his l andscape as he sees it, or its 
gen ius as he a p p r e h e n d s it. So he m a y even pa in t the 
spir i t of the lily. H e m a y express t he resul ts of 
n a t u r e ' s work as they seem to him, and t r y within the 
l imi ta t ions of his brush or clay to del ineate the soul 
behind them. T h e long processes which effected these 
resul ts , the cons tan t succession of changes t h r o u g h 
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which the l andscape or the lily has a t t a ined its p resen t 
aspect , so far his p o r t r a y a l will ha rd ly reach. 

H e r e is a beauteous coign of the e a r t h ; its p a r t i ­
colored ba t t l ements will never fail of a d m i r i n g r e g a r d . 
T h e ar t i s t has, and will have aga in , vainly a t t e m p t e d 
t o reg is te r thei r wonders on canvas or in au tochrome ; 
bu t the soul of the place is in its h is tory a n d the forces 
which have m a d e it. P h a s e af ter phase of the m a k i n g 
of the ea r th is regis tered in its rocks. T h e r e lie em­
bodied the pr inciples a n d the modes of m o u n t a i n m a k ­
i n g ; there in the rocks a r e the records of successive 
genera t ions of l iving th ings which p layed out thei r 
existence in the ancient seas, whose p resen t rocks a re 
only t h e old m u d s and sands of thei r dep ths . 

Geo logy is mas t e r of us all . A l l t h a t we have or 
have a r igh t to is from the ear th . W e know no funda­
menta l conception of p r o p e r t y save as it is based u p o n 
the e a r t h — t h e rocks, the soil, the mines, the sea, the 
air. W e can i n t e rp re t ourselves and our re la t ions to 
each other in h u m a n society only as we g r o w to unde r ­
s tand more clearly t he p a n o r a m a of life t ha t has p re ­
ceded us u p o n the p l ane t a n d whose remains a re 
bur ied in t he rocks beneath us , where genera t ion has 
followed genera t ion u p w a r d in infinite procession 
toward the best. Hie breve vivitur—the life of t oday 
is only tha t , the life of t o d a y ; t omor row it will be 
different, as it was y e s t e r d a y — a n d t h r o u g h the un to ld 
yes te rdays of our ea r th his tory. T h e dest iny of hu­
man i ty , the law, the t r u e phi losophy of life, a re wr i t ­
t en on tables of s tone which lie beneath our feet. 

O n the face of the Nobe l meda l is a design p o r t r a y ­
ing Science s t r i pp ing away the robe from N a t u r e and 
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e x p o s i n g he r beau ty unveiled. Before her worshipers 
she s t ands u n a s h a m e d a n d u n p r o f a n e d . 

B u t the re is a more seductive call, for on these d a r k 
g r e e n coasts P a n is no t dead . I have seen h im oft 
a m o n g the forests of the moun ta in s , a n d you too m a y , 
I hope , hear him ru s t l i ng t h r o u g h the iris swamps or 
in t he aisles where t he I n d i a n p i p e is b r e a k i n g t h r o u g h 
the spruce mold, or you m a y g l impse him in the shad­
ows of t h e sa lmon pool , or coming down the lavender 
banks of evening. T h e n , too, you m a y hear his reedy 
p ipes t h a t " s ing eve ry th ing tha t can be s u n g and tell 
eve ry th ing t h a t can be to ld . " 



L'île Percée 
Overture 

ON C E all the roads to P e r c é led from the E a s t ; 
they followed the p a t h of the S e t t i n g S u n , of 

Discovery , of E m p i r e ; it was where A u r o r a ' s quad­
r iga d i sappeared beneath the W e s t e r n sea, behind the 
veil of mys te ry . N o w all roads to P e r c é lead t o w a r d 
the E a s t , to where the S u n God , the de i ty of he r 
aborigines, shakes his locks free of the salt a n d d a r t s 
his first lances a t the N o r t h main land . N o n e of them 
is s t r a igh t a n d n a r r o w like t h a t which is said to lead 
to ano ther H a v e n of Res t . T h e y a re b road a n d the i r 
waysides fa i r ; their pas tu res a re decked out wi th 
insp i ra t ions ; the i r cliffs a r e s tor ied t r ea su re houses 
chased in bri l l iant hues, and their ga t eways a r e 
N a t u r e ' s own arcades of forest and r iver. 

F r o m t h a t th in line over the A t l a n t i c , t he foaming 
wake of the slight craf t bubbl ing from the g r a y walls 
of S t . M a l o to beyond the lands of T e r r e - n e u v e , 
t h r e a d i n g its myster ious course across t he uneasy sur ­
face of the " q u a d r a t e gulf," t he p a t h w a y laid down 
by Car t ie r , have sp read all o ther w a y s ; as the leaves 
of t he fleur-de-lys d e p a r t ou twa rd f rom the roo t ; a n d 
one of t h e m ever flies a t its peak the lily of F r a n c e . 

T o p o r t r a y the modern ways , t o comprehend how 
slender are the indignit ies which the imper ious t r av ­
eler of this day m a y encounter in his efforts t o ex tend 
his innocuous ease into these coasts, one m u s t call 
back to view the cons tan t s t rugg les across those for-
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b idd ing wa te r s in the days of the 15 and 1 6 0 0 ' s . Car -
t ier had found the P ie rced Rock , C a p - P r a t o , the î l e 
Pe r cée , on a J u l y d a y in 1 5 3 4 , when he emerged from 
the b u r n i n g heat of the Baie-des-Chaleurs . A t u r n to 
the n o r t h amid t empes tuous seas a n d into the quiet 
wa te r s of G a s p é B a y , and his p l u n g e into the beyond 
was a t an e n d ; he faced homeward in the belief t h a t 
the marve lous arched island he left behind stood a t 
the p o r t a l of the p a t h w a y s to C a t h a y in to which he 
had mere ly peered . E v e n so, he had t a k e n over the 
whole l and for his sovereign of F r a n c e . H e t u r n e d 
a n d came aga in to find nex t yea r t h a t m i g h t y wa te r ­
w a y of the S t . L a w r e n c e which leads t o someth ing 
g r e a t e r t h a n C a t h a y . F r o m t h a t day of Car t i e r , du r ­
ing all those ea r ly yea r s of t h e F r e n c h supremacy , 
while l i t t le se t t l ements were s t a r t i n g a long this coast, 
before t he Mayflower saw " the N o r t h e r n e P a r t s of 
t he V i r g i n i a s " or the Half-Moon the shores of t he 
M a n a h a t t o e s ; while still t he E n g l i s h cared no th ing 
for t h e v a g u e claims of the Cabots , a n d P o c a h o n t a s 
was no t ye t a season's wonde r a t the cour t of K i n g 
J a m e s ; here , b y this l i t t le po r t , passed all the ships 
b o u n d u p the S t . L a w r e n c e ga t eway , "ou r g r e a t r iver 
of G a s p a y , " for T a d o u s a c a n d Quebec . A l l s topped 
for wood a n d w a t e r u n d e r the lee of the G r e a t R o c k ; 
the p l u m e d helmet , t h e g r a y roped g a r b , t he black-
r o b e ; soldier, Recol le t a n d J e s u i t ; t he G e n t l e m e n 
A d v e n t u r e r s ; a host ou t of which came names t h a t 
have s tood for the mos t fasc ina t ing romance a n d the 
p ro foundes t t r aged ies in t h e h is tory of the W e s t . 
Shou ld it be y o u r lot t o look u p o n this d r ama t i c coast 
which the waves have t o r n in to p ic tu resque t a t t e r s , 
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r emember the admi r ing eyes t h a t gazed u p o n it before 
yours and the l ong procession of g r e a t hear t s which 
passed unde r its lee ever seeking g r e a t e r th ings , mov­
ing fo rward f rom the H e a r t of G a s p é in to the H e a r t 
of C a n a d a and to the H e a r t of Amer i ca . 

I a m wr i t i ng these pages f rom a window t h a t looks 
out u p o n the blue Gulf, dot ted , as I count within m y 
na r rowed angle , wi th above a h u n d r e d fishing craf t . 
F u l l as m a n y more were to be seen in t he days t h a t 
soon followed Ca r t i e r and the scene has no t much 
changed, for t he fishing, the measure and the mode 
thereof, still smell of the F r e n c h coasts. I t is easy to 
close the eyes and b r ing back the old t imes of P i e r r e 
D e n y s de la R o n d e , of LeCle rcq , J u m e a u , se igneurs 
and sandaled fa the r s ; to envisage the church of S t . 
P e t e r which the " B a s t o n n a i s " des t royed in 1 6 9 0 ; for 
the very a r o m a from the d r y i n g flakes with all i ts 
inv igora t ing saltiness still carr ies the essence of them. 
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I 

The harness of the Maritime Provinces—Bishop Jehoshaphat 
Mountain on the Kempt road—The Matapedia Gateway—Its 
Panorama—Stirling Bay and Sir William Alexander—The 
volcanic fires of Campbellton—Fish among the lavas—The 
burning of Campbellton—Strongholds of John Calvin and St. 
Peter—Pointe-à-la-croix—Its Recollets—LeClercq and the 
Micmacs—The Micmac Mission—The Tercentenary of 1910— 
Traditions of the Mohawks—Champlain Memorials—Observa­
tions on the Indians and Indian Missions—Treatment of the 
Indians by the French and by the English. 

TH E avenues of the î l e Pe r cée are long. E a c h has 
i ts own excellences and none should be en te red in 

a spi r i t of impat ience or in too confident hope of 
r each ing the end, a t once wor thy a n d evasive, on 
s t r ic t ly schedule t ime. I t is no t a t all in accord with 
t he genius of this Quebec coast t h a t one of these a p ­
proaches is b y rai l , a n d to some of us who k n e w the 
c o u n t r y in its s impler days when we t raveled by easy 
s tages f rom coastside inn to wayside co t tage , a hun ­
d red miles a n d more to reach a ra i l road end, t he 
invasion of this ten tac le of cu l tu re is still r a t h e r 
dis t ress ing. 

T h e l i t t le coast se t t lements then were like sca t tered 
j ewels , some s p a r k l i n g wi th F r e n c h vivacity, some 
cha toyan t wi th the b roken lus t re of the Loya l i s t s , 
o thers more sombre in the i r Scotch-I r i sh reflections, 
p e r h a p s still in t he r o u g h ; b u t t he ra i l road, defiant of 
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phys iographic laws, has s t r u n g them toge the r in to t he 
un i ty of a coronet .* 

T h e g a t e w a y to ou r passage opens two h u n d r e d 
miles away from its dest inat ion, j u s t where the soil of 
t he g r e a t G a s p é pen insu la begins, in the beaut i fu l 
valley of the M a t a p e d i a , a t the ming l ing of i ts wa te r s 
with the b roader wa te r s of the Ris t igouche . A l o n g 
this s t r eam passage which d raws its p ic turesque t r a i n 
a t h w a r t the A p p a l a c h i a n m o u n t a i n r idges of G a s p é , 
c u t t i n g the moun ta in s in twa in now because in rea l i ty 
the s t reams were there first and have seen the m o u n ­
ta ins g row u p about them ; touch ing spots which still 
hold the p r ima l bloom of the sp ruce a n d cliff, of 
r iver, lake and n a m e ; Sayabec , V a l Br i l l an t , A m q u i , 
Causapsca l ; and across the i r dense forests where 
Ta lon , the g rea tes t of Louis ' s i n t e n d a n t s in N e w 
F r a n c e , t r ied b u t failed to m a k e a w a y , here the A c a -
dians of the A n n a p o l i s valley before a n d af te r the 
days of L o u i s b o u r g a n d the pit iful hegira , b roke their 
pa ths on the search for new homes. Be tween these 

* A twice-inspired writer (John Finley in The French in the 
Heart of America, who portrays anew with intimate touch the 
valorous deeds of the pioneers and the vision of what might have 
been) has asked geographers once more to remember how the 
railroad has laughed at the limitations of physiography and over­
come the natural demands of "geographic control." The contest 
against geography was never better enforced than by the construc­
tion of the Intercolonial Railroad which tied together the Mari­
time Provinces by an iron chain; New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, 
Prince Edward Island were likely at any time to slip their tether 
to Lower and Upper Canada, with the State of Maine project ing 
its head right into their heart. A wise premier saw that politics 
and geography would endanger the Confederation and by a 
mechanical device riveted the parts together. 
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wondrous moun ta in s which rise like g r e a t g reen sum­
m e r clouds, and on in to the wilderness t o w a r d the S t . 
L a w r e n c e river, in long la te r years the in t rep id B i shop 
J e h o s h a p h a t M o u n t a i n , bible in one pocket and Cicero 
De Oratore in the other , cu t his way a long the I n d i a n 
t ra i l t h r o u g h the t rees when r e t u r n i n g in 1 8 2 4 f rom 
his first vis i tat ion to the E n g l i s h churches of G a s p é . 
T o d a y the amber wa te r s of t he M a t a p e d i a , losing 
themselves in the Ris t igouche , a re beholden of mul t i ­
tudes who see no th ing a n d know li t t le of the mys ­
ter ious doings on the u p p e r reaches : the sa lmon pools 
wi th thei r luxur ious camps , the r e sound ing labors of 
t he lumber j acks whose visible p r o d u c t lies in count­
less h u n d r e d s of logs which floor in p a r q u e t r y the 
s t r eams behind the booms. 

T h e a sp i r ing l ight of the m o r n i n g sun will be filter­
i n g its w a y between the i m p e n d i n g d a r k g reen hills 
a n d l igh t ing u p these recesses a n d shadowy r ipples 
when vous et moi m u s t leave behind the comforts of 
a G o v e r n m e n t ra i lway, if we would pick our way into 
the hea r t of G a s p é . Th i s way lies before the t r ave le r— 
if by rai l , a long the g r e a t e r Ris t igouche and the B a y 
Chaleur , an all day ride ; or, if afoot, his staff is r eady 
to his hand . W h i c h e v e r he choose, he m a y be sorry he 
did not choose the other or " F o r d " his j o u r n e y . 

T h e t r u e phi losopher is never in a h u r r y to reach 
the end of the road, for even before the expected des­
t ina t ion the unexpec ted m a y happen . I t is a t r u e m a r k 
of the lazy m a n to press t h r o u g h to the end for the 
sake of g e t t i n g a t a sk over with. H e r e , in this G a s p é 
coun t ry , the means to the end is qui te as g rea t ly to 
be desired as the end itself; even as it is the Search 
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af te r the t r u t h t h a t inspires . I f the body m u s t needs 
go by t ra in , the spir i t a t least m a y go afoot a long the 
t ra i ls to P e r c é . 

T h e da rk , forest-soaked wate r s of the M a t a p e d i a , 
spa rk l i ng like a ca i rngorm, lose themselves in the 
g r o w i n g Ris t igouche , and the t r ave le r will follow 
this s t r eam for long beyond the po in t where it p u t s 
off the dimensions of a r iver and widens o u t w a r d in to 
an a r m of the sea—the one g r e a t affluent of the B a y 
Chaleur , bea r ing the commingled wa te r s of all the 
ar ter ies of the wilderness, the P a t a p e d i a , Mis t igouche , 
Upsa lqu i t ch , M a t a p e d i a ; sweet onomatopoeias which 
t r i p a long like their wate rs , ca tch ing the t o n g u e now 
a n d aga in as t hey t a k e t he rocky r ipples . A n d beyond 
a re the contr ibut ions of a score of l i t t le ruisseaux 
from the hills of the Quebec s ide; Contention a n d 
Argument brooks t ha t cha t t e r a n d qua r re l thei r way 
to Ris t igouche wate rs , t oge the r with m a n y s t r eams 
which the I n d i a n s left for the F r e n c h to name . 

T h e pass ing t imbered hills whose silver birches 
a m o n g the da rke r spruce are whi te-skinned d r y a d s 
s t and ing ba re a n d unabashed , wav ing g a r l a n d s of 
g reen in their sp r ead ing a rms , m a k e the dissected 
foreland of the h igh- ly ing wilderness behind, b u t soon 
cut the r iver p a n o r a m a into ent ic ing gl impses of its 
sandy islets, and t en miles t h r o u g h aisles of spruce 
and map le , in te rspersed wi th p romis ing fields of g ras s 
and gra in , slashings and thickets , aga in broad and pa ­
t ient pas tu res , do t t ed wi th the e n d u r i n g cow and the 
hopeless ox, b r i ng into view across the d i s tan t w a t e r 
t h e high volcanic dome a n d the phoenix vi l lage of 
Campbe l l ton , n e w - s p r u n g from her ashes. 
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T h i s view is a long one ; it s t retches f rom F r a n c e 

to S c o t l a n d ; from the indifferent domain of the 
Grande Monarque t o the p r e s u m p t u o u s one of Si r 
W i l l i a m A l e x a n d e r . I t crosses these B a y Cha leur 
wa te r s , f rom which J a m e s the F i r s t hoped to blot the 
record of Ca r t i e r by cal l ing them S t i r l ing B a y , for 
Ba ie -des -Cha leurs is Car t i e r ' s name . Campbe l l ton 
recalls this Scotch invasion, p e r h a p s indeed m a y n o t 
be wi thou t historic dependence on it, like the P rov ince 
of N e w Brunswick in which it l ies; and , in its hear t , 
it still faces the wa te r s of S t i r l ing B a y . I t is a place 
of s t u r d y beg inn ings , shadowed now in the m e m o r y 
of i ts t r a g e d y and resurrect ion. I n the summer of 
1 9 1 0 I was m a k i n g this th r i f ty wooden t o w n of five 
t housand people m y headqua r t e r s while I t ransac ted 
business with the D e v o n i a n fish t h a t lie a m o n g 
s t r a n g e ou tpou r ings of lava a long the bank of the 
Ris t igouche j u s t to the west . T h e r e a m o n g the rocks 
is the record of a fiery ca tas t rophe , for a t the base of 
t he volcanic dome the lavas were pou red out over the 
bo t tom of the ancient coast lagoons , a n d their fishes 
a n d their p l an t s were baked ha rd as flint in the m u d s 
where they a re now found squeezed u p a m o n g the 
beds of volcanic ashes and tuffs. N a t u r e ca tching fish 
and f ry ing t h e m on the Ris t igouche in the D e v o n i a n 
per iod! W h a t a p ic ture for the Ris t igouche F i s h i n g 
C l u b ! 

D a i l y on m y vocation I passed t h r o u g h the ya r d of 
an extensive sawmill s tacked high with bundles of 
shingles a n d piles of shingle lumber , t h e dis jected 
member s of the G a s p é forests, and m y w a y lay by 
one of those sheet-iron t a n k s or incinerators into 
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F e r r y i n g across the Baie des Chaleurs,'between the 
Gaspé and New Brunswick, at Campbellton, this is 
the view looking north toward Pointe-à-la-Croix. 

Photograph by Rush P. Marshall 
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which the mil l -waste is d ischarged by an endless screw 
to the e te rna l fire below. I t s sides were gashed by 
g r e a t r en t s and I never passed wi thou t a w o n d e r a n d 
an open comment t h a t such a menace could be to l ­
e ra ted in the hear t of a l umber y a r d a n d on the out­
skir ts of a spruce vil lage. W i t h i n a week a fierce ga le 
from the west blew down the val ley of the Ris t i ­
gouche, c a u g h t u p the contents of this t a n k a n d 
hur led its f i rebrands over the ent i re se t t lement . E v e r y 
home, s tore, church, b a n k and byre , every bui ld ing in 
the place, save four, a n d for miles outs ide t h e town, 
was bu rned to the g r o u n d . T h e devas ta t ion was com­
ple te a n d unpara l le led . N o t since those D e v o n i a n 
days when the mol ten lavas emerged from the ea r t h to 
m a k e the hills t h a t su r round this vil lage, a n d killed 
all the li t t le fishes which lived in the nea r -by wa te r s , 
has there been such a holocaust u p o n the m a p of N e w 
Brunswick . B u t the p lucky people , u n d e r condit ions 
of most a p p a l l i n g distress, stood firm, took courage 
of thei r hopes a n d built anew a vil lage of v igor a n d 
promise. A n d if t he blessed S t . P r o m e t h e u s had done 
no th ing else t h a n afford the means to wipe u g l y l i t t le 
wooden towns off the landscape , he wou ld still be 
wor thy of his beatification. 

B u t to us Campbe l l t on a n d its fires a re "over on 
the o ther s ide" ; our road has been lead ing us a w a y 
from the river, and from this dis tance the smoky 
Scotch P r e s b y t e r i a n a tmosphere of the village seems 
to h a n g over it like a hazy a r g u m e n t , while J o h n K n o x 
on the south glowers across the Ris t igouche wa te r s a t 
S t . P e t e r on the nor th . 

Soon the w a y br ings us to the ra i l road s ta t ion for 
9 
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Cross P o i n t , two miles back from the river, a n d there 
a fe r ry crosses the b road wate r s to Campbe l l ton . T h e 
n a m e Cross P o i n t does not commemora te such a com­
monplace as the "cross-over" to Campbe l l ton . I t is 
the P o i n t of the Cross (Po in te -à - l a -c ro ix ) , a n d we 
a re now on holy g r o u n d . Post-officially the place is 
R i s t i gouche ; the cross is t h a t of the Recol le ts whose 
es tabl i shment has l ong been here. 

T h e Recol le ts or M i n o r Capuc ins were the first 
established missioners on this coast t o the Micmac 
I n d i a n s a n d the first of their mission s ta t ions was a t 
P e r c é . T o d a y the cen te r of these venerable mission­
a r y activities a m o n g the Micmacs is here at Cross 
P o i n t , still in G a s p é , still u n d e r t he same gu idance by 
the followers of those b rave hear ts who, wi th thei r 
sanc tuar ies o n the i r backs, sought for souls in these 
d r e a d wildernesses when T a d o u s a c , Quebec a n d 
M o n t r e a l were still feeble se t t lements . T h e pa t i en t , 
devoted, courageous L e C l e r c q came o u t to P e r c é in 
1 6 7 5 t o labor alone amongs t these Gaspes ians . K n o w ­
i n g no word of thei r l a n g u a g e , he set himself to r ende r 
it in to wr i t t en form by h ieroglyphs which a r e still 
intell igible to the Micmacs of today . I n the win te r 
n igh t s and the p ie rc ing cold of the forests LeCle rcq , 
a t first d u m b in the l a n g u a g e of his people , ly ing on 
the snows in the firelight while the t rees snapped with 
t he frost and the ghos t ly shadows of t he woods wa­
vered about him, worked out the device which was to 
help him m a k e more comprehensible to the childish 
minds of his ba rbar ic a n d brut i sh charges , the W a y of 
Sa lva t ion and the G r e a t e r G l o r y of God . B u t the 
b u r d e n of his labors b rough t him the slenderest har -
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A Micmac Lodge 

to his teachings . Stil l the Gaspes ian Micmacs were 
the legi t imate children of the Church , for long before 
LeCle rcq ' s day in Gaspé , by the effective p rocedure 

* Boston made a very deep and sinister impression on the 
ancien régime. Not only were all American colonists Bastonnais to 
the French (and the term was usually accompanied by an execra­
tion) but to the Micmac Indians all American soil was, and still 
is today, known as Poston. 

f See Professor W. F. Ganong, in the Champlain Society's edi­
tion of LeClercq's Relation. 

vest. T h e churches he had built at P e r c é and on B o n a -
ven tu re I s l and n e a r by were bu rned by the Baston­
nais* ( the old Canad ian n a m e for a n y sort of 
" Y a n k e e " ; in this case the " Y a n k e e s " aboard the ves­
sels sent out from N e w Y o r k by o rder of the A l b a n y 
C o n g r e s s f ) , and the I n d i a n s , sun worshipers a n d 
ha rd s t rugg le r s for ba re subsistence, were impervious 
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of bap t i sm a t the po in t of the sword, the whole t r ibe 
of Micmacs , led by the i r G r a n d Chief M e m b e r t o u , 
h a d accepted Chr is t ian fai th u n d e r o rder f rom P o u -
t r incour t . T h i s was a t P o r t R o y a l in 1 6 1 0 . Such 
methods have been a d o p t e d before in the his tory of 
rel igions, and who shall say they have n o t been 
efficient? 

T o d a y the re a re above four thousand Micmacs 
sca t te red t h r o u g h more t h a n fifty reservat ions in the 
M a r i t i m e Prov inces , f rom G a s p é to C a p e B r e t o n , and 
whe the r they a re F r e n c h or E n g l i s h by communi ty 
association, they are , t o the last m a n , R o m a n Ca tho ­
lics, a n d a lways , a m o n g themselves a n d called by 
themselves, Micmacs , t h o u g h L e C l e r c q called them 
Gaspes i ans a n d ear ly F r e n c h wr i te rs genera l ly , 
Sour iquois . T h e assiduous a n d scholarly labors of 
F a t h e r Pacif ique of the mission a t Cross P o i n t have 
supp l ied these peop le wi th t e x t s in the i r own flexible 
l a n g u a g e , p r a y e r books, hymna l s , catechisms a n d 
ca lendars , a n d this notable philologist even publishes 
a mon th ly p a p e r , the Messager Micmac, for his 
l a r g e a n d far- f lung folk. T o such fine f ru i t age have 
come a t last t he " w a s t e d " labors of LeCle rcq . N o 
t r ibe of the eas te rn aborigines of N o r t h A m e r i c a has 
so g r e a t l y mul t ip l ied , for they are m a n y more t h a n 
when the whites a r r ived ; nor has so well k e p t i ts 
e thnological t r a i t s a n d l a n g u a g e as have these A l g i c 
people u n d e r the fos ter ing care of the Church .* 

I n 1 9 1 0 , t he re was held here at the Ris t igouche 

* Those interested in the history and results of this mission 
may consult: R. P. Pacifique, Une tribu privilégiée. 
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mission a celebrat ion of t he t h r ee h u n d r e d t h anni ­
ve r sa ry of the bap t i sm of the t r ibe in to the Church . 
I t was an occasion of very except ional in teres t . R e p ­
resentat ives from mos t of the reservat ions were p res ­
ent , and t h o u g h the g a t h e r i n g was essential ly a reli­
gious feast, it nevertheless had obvious ethnological 
a t t rac t ions . M y own interes t in it lay considerably in 
m y association with t he I roquois of N e w Y o r k , and 
in r e spond ing to an invi ta t ion to be p resen t , I sent 
to F a t h e r Pacif ique, by w a y of in t roduc t ion and cre­
dent ia l , a l e t t e r of g r ee t i ng f rom B a p t i s t T h o m a s , 
Chief and P r e s i d e n t of the I roquo is N a t i o n . M y ven­
erable friend of this ancient Confederacy sent thus , 
t h r o u g h me, to the historic enemies of the I roquo i s 
L e a g u e , a k ind ly w o r d of felicitation over t he l o n g 
bur ia l of the hatchet . I t was m o r e t h a n an h u n d r e d 
a n d fifty years since the d readed M o h a w k s of the 
I roquo is had m a d e the last of thei r d i s t an t ra ids u p o n 
the A l g o n q u i n s of the east ; and yet , while I sa t in the 
mission church on this d a y of r emembrance , demure ly 
l i s tening to the mass in L a t i n , the se rmon in F r e n c h 
and the exhor ta t ion in Micmac , the re was obviously 
some sort of d isquie t ing p rocedure afoot, for I was 
m a d e aware of restless feet go ing in a n d out , a n d of 
the impressive, t h o u g h to m e not a l toge ther lucid, 
vehemence of the speakers . I absorbed it all wi th 
bea r ing as modes t as m y comprehens ion, b u t as I left 
the church one of the fr iars whispered in m y ear t h a t 
m y presence had endange red the quie tude of the 
whole affair; for some of t he y o u n g men , of good 
m e m o r y and mischievous bent , hea r ing t h a t an I r o ­
quois, a " M o h a w k , " was presen t , had s t a r t ed a s to ry 
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t h a t the M o h a w k s were in the woods r eady to "fal l 

u p o n " their ancient foes as soon as these were in the 

church. F i l l ed wi th r e g r e t lest I had been an unwel­

come gues t , the kindliness of the friars dispelled m y 

apprehens ions . B u t never could there be a more 

p o i g n a n t lesson of the t e r r o r which the deeds of the 

M o h a w k s had inspired in these people . I t was the 

echo of t h e m a d scream of the I roquois and the whir 

of the ha tchet ; it was the a f te rg low of the torch at the 

s t ake and the red g leam of the knife, still flashing as 

the centur ies passed.* 

I n f ront of the monas t e ry a t Ris t igouche now lies 

a relic of romant i c historic associat ion—a shrine to 

which eyes t h a t b r igh ten at the romance of the days 

of the Discovery should be directed with emotion. 

C h a m p l a i n had not been long in the coun t ry when he 

sent back to the Recol le t monas t e ry in his home p o r t 

of B r o u a g e for some of the friars t o do service for the 

sp i r i tua l needs of his l i t t le colony. I n the g a r d e n of 

thei r m o n a s t e r y was a wel l spr ing of wa te r from 

* These were the words of the Grand Chief regarding this 
singular incident, in Father Pacifique's French version of the 
Micmac: "Les Iroquois, nos cruels ennemis d'autrefois, auraient 
été mandés à Ristigouche pour la circonstance et auraient reçu 
ordre de profiter de ces fêtes pour fondre sur les Micmacs, et les 
exterminer tous ! Qui si ce n'est le démon, le 'grand Menteur' 
Gtj imento pouvait inventer un tel mensonge? Lui, et lui seul, 
ja loux de l'annonce de ces fêtes, des préparatifs qui se faisaient et 
des heureux effets qui résulteraient de ces solennités, pouvait 
trouver un semblable moyen d'en compromettre le succès après 
avoir commencé à troubler les esprits" ; and so on into other words 
of reassurance. I can almost feel the eyes of some hundreds of 
redskins turned upon me, sitting in my innocence among the pews, 
when the sachem spoke with such pointed disrespect of Gtjimento. 
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with the a r o m a of N o r m a n d y u p o n it, this s tone curb 
now crowns the well of Ris t igouche . A n d well it m a y , 
for on the monas t e ry records a re na r r a t i ons which 
tell of h a p p e n i n g s wi thin the moss -g ray walls of the 
R u e des Recol le ts across the sea. I t was a pious pil-

15 

which the bro thers were won t to d r a w for the i r 
domestic needs and inf requent ablut ions . A b o u t the 
m o u t h of this well s tood a cu rb of Caen s tone carved 
in curved pieces kni t t oge the r by bands of i ron a n d 
roofed wi th a canopy . F a r f rom B r o u a g e bu t still 
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g r i m * b r o u g h t this relic f rom the soil of old F r a n c e 
to p l a n t it here in the sp i r i tua l g a r d e n of N e w F r a n c e , 
t he same p i lg r im, indeed, who set u p in the ancient 
hal ls of the C h â t e a u de R a m e z a y the g a t e w a y f rom 
the p u t a t i v e home of Champla in , t h r o u g h which, wi th 
a n historical vision w o r t h y of a paleontologis t , he 
could see the you thfu l F o u n d e r go ing a n d coming, 
b ig wi th d reams of a n E m p i r e in the W e s t . 

T h e w a y t u r n s back f rom S te . Anne -de -R i s t i -
gouche , Miss ion P o i n t or Cross P o i n t (al l alike a p p l y 
to the mission ) t o the h ighroad , a n d to h im afoot it is 
only a m a t t e r of an hou r or two till he passes the out­
w a r d curves of the shore k n o w n as P o i n t e Ba t t e r i e 
a n d P o i n t e - à - l a - G a r d e . These a re f ight ing names 
r a t h e r redolent of s tory , b u t un t i l we reach t h e m let 
us have a fu r the r word about these I n d i a n s . 

P a r k m a n has said t h a t " S p a n i s h civilization 
crushed the I n d i a n ; E n g l i s h civilization scorned and 
neglec ted h im ; F r e n c h civilization embraced a n d cher­
ished h im." T h e E n g l i s h seem never yet to have 
l ea rned to a p p r e h e n d the A m e r i c a n I n d i a n , in any of 
his re la t ions to civilized society, whe ther rel igious or 
civic. I t h ink this fact s t ands p r e t t y clear both in his­
t o r y a n d now. E v e n ye t in the U n i t e d S ta t e s we have 
been " so lv ing" t he I n d i a n p rob lem in t he sledge­
h a m m e r , mat te r -of - fac t A n g l o - S a x o n way, wholly 
devoid of sen t iment or imagina t ion . I f we have quite 
failed, f rom F e d e r a l Commiss ioner down to S t a t e 
A g e n t , t o ge t the t r u e ang le of these " w a r d s " of 
na t ion or s ta te , it is, I th ink , because no genuine ly 

* John F in ley: Lecturer at the Sorbonne on the French Heart 
of America; author of A Pilgrim in Palestine. 
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a n d inte l l igent ly sympa the t i c pe r son has ever been 
clothed with au tho r i t y over the i r affairs, however 
genu ine a n d well in tent ioned the i r efforts m a y have 
been. T h e hal f -hear ted mechanical i te ra t ion which is 
so familiar f rom the lips of our I n d i a n s , of the i r long­
ing to be as the i r whi te bro ther , is no t genu ine a n d 
is no t hopeful . A n I n d i a n can not become as his whi te 
b ro ther ; his inher i tance is wholly different a n d wholly 
dominan t . Consider the l ong w a y by which the west­
e rn E u r o p e a n has come into his p resen t es ta te a n d 
with a different s ta r t , and it m u s t be a l toge ther clear 
t h a t the pas t has not for the Ind i ans , as for us of m o r e 
ancient discipline, the same key with which to unlock 
the fu ture . T h e r e is a difference, too, between r ap id 
evolution and forced evolution. I t is idle to h u r r y the 
ge rm-p la sm and j u s t as idle for M o h o n k " p l a t f o r m s " 
to a t t e m p t to decide u p o n the welfare of the r ed men . 
T h e y alone comprehend their own ideals a n d they 
alone, wi th all subs tant ia l aid t h a t good will a n d he lp­
ful disposit ion f rom their white fellows can give, 
should work out their dest iny. " W e of E u r o p e a n ori­
g in , " said P r e s i d e n t Goodnow, of J o h n s H o p k i n s , 
"have a l ong his tory and an extensive l i t e ra tu re , wi th­
ou t some knowledge of which our p resen t life is both 
inexplicable and shorn of much of its a t t rac t ion . . . . 
I n our pu r su i t of knowledge we should not pe rmi t 
ourselves to neglect our pa s t . " A n d they of p u r e l y 
A m e r i c a n origin have had a short his tory and no lit­
e r a t u r e ; thei r inheri tance is small , too small indeed 
to lift t hem by one effort to the E u r o p e a n p lane . T h e 
s ta tus of the U n i t e d S ta t e s I n d i a n now is too much 
like t h a t of S i syphus t r y i n g to overcome the law of 
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n a t u r e by ro l l ing a n impossible weight u p a n i r re­
sistible slope. C a n a d a has done far be t t e r t h a n we in 
h a n d l i n g . the civic re la t ions of the I n d i a n s , for she 
has left t hem to a more independen t solution of thei r 
own prob lems . F r e n c h imagina t ion a n d solicitude, 
even in civic m a t t e r s , won their confidence where 
A n g l o - S a x o n unconcern repu lsed it. 

I t has been the same in religious m a t t e r s . I n abso­
lu te devotion, a l t a r s on their backs, the F r e n c h pr ies ts 
followed these s imple-minded "infidelles" wherever 
they j o u r n e y e d , even on their wilderness h u n t amid 
the win te r ' s snows. A n d this was t r u e not mere ly of 
the old days of the régime, bu t even u p to these l a t t e r 
d a y s ; for F a t h e r Ber the l lo t has told me of his own 
j o u r n e y i n g s , c a r r y i n g his sanc tua ry , a m o n g the M o n -
t agna i s in the bleak wilds of the L a b r a d o r . T h r o u g h 
t r ia ls by fire, by water , in sufferings oft, J e s u i t and 
Recol le t came to u n d e r s t a n d the i r I nd i ans , and 
there is a very good reason for say ing tha t the more 
ra t iona l t r e a t m e n t accorded by C a n a d a to the tr ibes 
has been founded in l a rge measure on the exper ience 
which F r e n c h C a n a d a has t a u g h t . I have been respon­
sible elsewhere for r e m a r k i n g tha t , a m o n g so-called 
Chris t ianized I n d i a n s , the P r o t e s t a n t I n d i a n is an 
I n d i a n while the Cathol ic I n d i a n is a Catholic . I be­
lieve this r a t h e r b road s t a t emen t is reasonably t rue . 
Scra tch a n y sor t of P r o t e s t a n t I n d i a n a n d below his 
skin lie all the asp i ra t ions of his n a t u r a l religion. T o 
have t u r n e d those historic inclinations and aspi ra t ions 
in to the pa ths of pract ica l Chr is t ian i ty was where the 
P r o t e s t a n t , by p r o t e s t i n g too much aga ins t the honest 
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pas t , has la rge ly failed, a n d the Catholic , by a p p r e ­
ciative n u r t u r e a n d a p p r o p r i a t e admoni t ion, has suc­
ceeded—if it is ever to be accounted success to dis­
place a n a t u r a l religion. B u t however we m a y r e g a r d 
the outcome of all such efforts, there comes to m y 
mind the ou tc ry of old S a g a r d , one of the first Recol -
lets in C a n a d a and its first h i s tor ian : O Dieu, partout 
les gros poissons mangent les petits! 

N e v e r has the Ind i an ' s poin t of view been set for th 
with such appea l ing and simple eloquence as it was 
long ago by the ora tor , R e d J a c k e t , t o a represen ta ­
tive of T h e Bos ton Miss ionary Society. I n 1 8 0 5 , a t 
Buffalo Creek, N . Y . , where the chiefs had assembled 
a t the request of the U . S. I n d i a n A g e n t to hear wha t 
this missionary had to say, the fluent and vivid Seneca 
delivered this ex t r ao rd ina ry speech, a n d as this deliv­
erance has been well-nigh lost to our his tory a n d l i tera­
tu r e , this is a pe r t inen t place to reproduce it.* 

T h e missionary, with character is t ic tactfulness , had 
told his l isteners t h a t they had "never worshiped the 
G r e a t Sp i r i t in the r igh t w a y " bu t had spen t the i r 
lives in " g r e a t e r rors and da rkness , " and t h a t his 
"bus iness" with them was to " remove these e r rors and 
open their eyes ." 

A f t e r respectful a t t en t ion and "abou t two hours ' 
consul ta t ion a m o n g themselves ," the Seneca Chief 
spoke as follows: 

" F r i e n d and B r o t h e r : I t was the will of the G r e a t S p i r i t 
t h a t we should meet t o g e t h e r th i s d a y . H e orders all t h i n g s , 
and has g iven us a fine d a y for our Counci l . H e has t a k e n his 

* This was printed by James D . Bemis at Canandaigua, N . Y., 
in 1809, in a volume entitled Indian Speeches. 
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g a r m e n t from before t h e sun , a n d c a u s e d i t t o shine w i t h 
b r i g h t n e s s u p o n u s . Our eyes are opened , t h a t we see c l e a r l y ; 
o u r e a r s are u n s t o p p e d , t h a t we h a v e been able t o hear d i s ­
t i n c t l y the w o r d s y o u have spoken . F o r all these f a v o r s we 
t h a n k the G r e a t S p i r i t ; and H i m o n l y . 

" B r o t h e r : T h i s counc i l fire was kindled b y y o u . I t was a t 
y o u r reques t t h a t we c a m e t o g e t h e r a t th i s t ime . W e have 
l i s tened wi th a t t e n t i o n t o w h a t y o u have sa id . Y o u requested 
us t o s p e a k o u r minds free ly . T h i s g ives us g r e a t j o y ; f o r 
we now cons ider t h a t we s t a n d u p r i g h t before y o u , and can 
s p e a k w h a t we think. A l l h a v e h e a r d y o u r voice , and all speak 
t o y o u now as one man . O u r minds are a g r e e d . 

" B r o t h e r : Y o u s a y y o u w a n t an answer t o y o u r ta lk before 
y o u leave th i s p l a c e . I t is r i g h t y o u should have one , as y o u 
are a g r e a t d i s t a n c e from home, a n d we do n o t wish t o 
d e t a i n y o u . B u t we will first look b a c k a l i t t l e , a n d tell y o u 
w h a t o u r fathers have to ld u s , and w h a t we have heard from 
the whi te peop le . 

" B r o t h e r : L i s t e n t o w h a t we s a y . T h e r e was a t ime when 
o u r fore fa thers owned th i s g r e a t i s land. T h e i r s ea t s ex tended 
from the r i s ing t o the s e t t i n g sun . T h e G r e a t S p i r i t h a d 
m a d e i t for the use of the I n d i a n s . H e h a d c r e a t e d the buffalo , 
t h e deer and o ther an imals for food. H e h a d made the b e a r 
and the beaver . T h e i r skins served us for c lo th ing . H e h a d 
s c a t t e r e d them over the c o u n t r y , a n d t a u g h t us how t o ta ke 
them. H e h a d caused the e a r t h t o p r o d u c e corn for bread. 
A l l th i s H e h a d done for his red chi ldren, because H e loved 
them. I f we h a d some d i s p u t e s about o u r h u n t i n g g r o u n d , 
t h e y were g e n e r a l l y s e t t l ed w i t h o u t the shedd ing of much 
blood. B u t an evil d a y c a m e u p o n u s . Y o u r fore fa thers 
c r o s s e d the g r e a t w a t e r , and landed on this i s land. T h e i r 
numbers were small . T h e y found fr iends a n d n o t enemies . 
T h e y to ld us t h e y h a d fled from the ir own c o u n t r y for fear 
of wicked men , and h a d come here t o e n j o y the ir re l ig ion . 
T h e y asked for a smal l s ea t . W e took p i t y on them, g r a n t e d 
the ir request ; a n d t h e y s a t down a m o n g us . W e g a v e them 
corn and m e a t , t h e y g a v e us p o i s o n in re turn . T h e whi te 
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people had now found our country. Tidings were carried 
back, and more came amongst us. Yet we did not fear them. 
We took them to be friends. They called us brothers. We 
believed them, and gave them a larger seat. At length their 
numbers had greatly increased. They wanted more land ; they 
wanted our country. Our eyes were opened, and our minds 
became uneasy. Wars took place. Indians were hired to fight 
against Indians, and many of our people were destroyed. 
They also brought strong liquor amongst us. It was strong 
and powerful, and has slain thousands. 

"Brother: Our seats were once large and yours were small. 
You have now become a great people, and we have scarcely 
a place left to spread our blankets. You have got our coun­
try, but are not satisfied; you want to force your religion 
upon us. 

"Brother : Continue to listen. You say that you are sent 
to instruct us how to worship the Great Spirit agreeably to 
his mind; and, if we do not take hold of the religion which 
you white people teach, we shall be unhappy hereafter. You 
say that you are right and we are lost. How do we know 
this to be true? We understand that your religion is written 
in a book. If it was intended for us as well as you, why has 
not the Great Spirit given it to us, and not only to us, but 
whj did He not give to our forefathers, the knowledge of that 
book, with the means of understanding it rightly? We only 
know what you tell us about it. How shall we know when to 
believe, being so often deceived by the white people? 

"Brother: You say there is but one way to worship and 
serve the Great Spirit. If there is but one religion, why do 
you white people differ so much about it? Why are not all 
agreed, as you can all read the book? 

"Brother: We do not understand these things. We are 
told that your religion was given to your forefathers, and 
has been handed down from father to son. We also have a 
religion, which was given to our forefathers, and has been 
handed down to us their children. We worship in that way. 
It teaches us to be thankful for all the favors we receive ; to 
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love each other, and to be united. We never quarrel about 
religion. 

"Brother: The Great Spirit has made us all, but He has 
made a great difference between his white and red children. 
He has given us different complexions and different customs. 
T o you He has given the arts. T o these He has not opened 
our eyes. We know these things to be true. Since He has 
made so great a difference between us in other things, why 
may we not conclude that He has given us a different religion 
according to our understanding? The Great Spirit does 
right. He knows what is best for his children ; we are satis­
fied. 

"Brother: We do not wish to destroy your religion, or 
take it from you. We only want to enjoy our own. 

"Brother: We are told that you have been preaching to 
the white people in this place. These people are our neigh­
bors. We are acquainted with them. We will wait a little 
while, and see what effect your preaching has upon them. If 
we find it does them good, makes them honest and less dis­
posed to cheat Indians, we will then consider again of what 
you have said. 

"Brother: You have now heard our answer to your talk, 
and this is all we have to say at present. As we are going to 
part, we will come and take you by the hand, and hope the 
Great Spirit will protect you on your journey, and return 
you safe to your friends." 
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I I 

The Battle of the Ristigouche—Passing of the old rég ime—The 
weakening of England's power in the West—The seigneuries— 
Shoolbred—Scaumenac Bay—The fishes of Migouasha— 
Anthony Plourde—The Hugh Miller cliffs—Memorials of the 
Scotch geologist at Cromarty and at Scaumenac—The boulder 
beds below the fish—Their record of river and glacier—Human 
relics of the sea-bottom. 

WE were about to speak of the B a t t l e of the 
Ris t igouche which is reg is te red on the coun­

t rys ide by the li t t le pro jec t ions into the river, P o i n t e 
Bourdeau , P o i n t e B a t t e r i e a n d P o i n t e - à - l a - G a r d e ; as 
well as by g rea t py ramids of solid cannon shot d u g 
from the soil of the g a r d e n s in the M o n a s t e r y a t R i s ­
t igouche. I t is a fight a lmost fo rgo t t en by the annal i s t 
and yet here, unde r our eyes, were fired the last g u n s 
for the conquest of Quebec . W o l f e , in 1 7 5 8 , had 
crawled a long the ou te r coasts, af ter the sun had set 
on Lou i sbou rg , u n d e r orders from A m h e r s t t o b u r n 
the F r e n c h villages, b u t wi th l i t t le p r ide in his mis­
sion he left more t h a n he des t royed ; indeed, he sent 
Gene ra l M u r r a y to do the work on the Miramichi , in 
N e w Brunswick , and another officer to fire the church 
at M o n t - L o u i s on the S t . L a w r e n c e ; bu t his hear t was 
too t ende r and too l a rge for much of this p e t t y busi­
ness ; so he fished a n d h u n t e d in G a s p é B a y till it 
was t ime to go back and he left the se t t lements of the 
Baie-des-Chaleurs p r e t t y much alone. A n d j u s t as 
W o l f e passed these by, so did all the long procession 
of events of 1 7 5 9 involved in the s t r u g g l e for Quebec . 
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B u t af te r t he fall of M o n t c a l m a n d af te r Lev is had 
vainly adminis te red r e t u r n of pun i shmen t to M u r r a y , 
t hen a t last did the M i n i s t r y a t home in Versail les 
be th ink themselves t h a t the i r fo r tunes in the N e w 
W o r l d were in j e o p a r d y . Neg l ec t and indifference on 
their p a r t , inconceivable co r rup t ion a t he r own hear t , 
t u r n i n g t o n a u g h t all he r wondrous endeavors , had 
b r o u g h t N e w F r a n c e to her knees. Quebec had 
cap i tu la t ed , a new cycle had begun for E n g l a n d and 
A m e r i c a , b u t incredulous Versai l les , in the s p r i n g of 
1 7 6 0 , sent out a fleet of s u p p l y ships for the relief of 
G e n e r a l Lev i s . T h e y found the en t r ance to the S t . 
L a w r e n c e ba r r i caded by E n g l i s h vessels a n d took 
re fuge in the B a y Chaleur . H e r e the A d m i r a l of the 
E n g l i s h fleet, L o r d B y r o n ' s father , followed them and 
drove t h e m u p a m o n g these wa te r s of the Ris t igouche. 

N o w as t he eye of the p i lg r im looks down the r iver 
f rom these l i t t le places, the point of Dalhous ie in the 
d is tance over on the N e w Brunswick side is seen to 
reach ou t a n d over lap M i g o u a s h a P o i n t on the Q u e ­
bec s ide ; t he bend in the b road wate r s b r ings the two 
shores toge ther , a n d mirabile! J o h n K n o x is c augh t 
in the act of kiss ing the P o p e , — t h o u g h the vision will 
soon pass as t he v iewpoint changes . T h e po in t of 
view is sub jec t to change in such a m a t t e r . B u t while 
we look the r iver resolves itself into a lake on whose 
bosom this pos thumous ba t t l e was fought out . 

T h e r e a t B a t t e r y P o i n t the F r e n c h had equ ipped a 
l i t t le r edoub t and on P o i n t e - à - l a - G a r d e had placed 
a n ou tpos t . C r o w d e d in to these wa te r s , u n d e r such 
p ro tec t ion as t he shore b a t t e r y could give, they were 

24 



The Cadence of the Roads 
found by the Eng l i sh . I n this enclosure the F r e n c h 
had the Bienfaisant, t he MarcJiault, the Espérance 
and the Marquis de Marloze, with twen ty - two schoon­
ers and smaller craf t . A g a i n s t these A d m i r a l B y r o n 
b rough t the Fame, Dorsetshire, Achilles, Scar­
borough a n d Repulse. T h e shore b a t t e r y was soon 
si lenced; B o u r d e a u , cap ta in of the Marchault, was 
killed, and yonde r l i t t le poin t u p above still carr ies his 
name . T h e ent i re F r e n c h fleet was demolished excep t 
for the salvage of its supplies . I t was the last clash of 
a rms in all this g r e a t Seven Y e a r s W a r — a conquest 
of the a l ready conquered. 

A n d so the ancient régime passed, t h o u g h it still 
mellows the whole his tory of C a n a d a ; passed, I say, 
and ye t with the changed sovereignty t he r e a re still 
isolated spots in the Quebec of the lower river and the 
Gul f which savor of the g lo ry which was N e w F r a n c e . 
T h e y rejoiced a t the C o u r t of Versail les when Quebec 
fell, and m a n y a wise man , looking into the sacrifice, 
read disaster for E n g l a n d . I n these la te r days we see 
with perfect c lar i ty the t r u t h which has long been 
clear t o his tor ians, t h a t with the vic tory of W o l f e 
upon the P l a i n s of A b r a h a m M a r t i n , began the break­
ing of E n g l a n d ' s power in the W e s t which was t o 
result in the independence of her old colonies. B u t 
E n g l a n d in N e w F r a n c e was generous a n d k indly a n d 
left to her a s t r o n g reliance in the "Quebec l a w " by 
which the t r e a t y of P a r i s has conserved for her till 
today r ights of church and s ta te . 

A f t e r the disestabl ishment the E n g l i s h were dis­
posed to cont inue the F r e n c h prac t i se of g r a n t i n g 
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seigneuries , t h o u g h the old prac t i se was no t t hus car­
r ied far. O n e , the M a g d a l e n I s l ands , the d is tan t archi­
pe l ago of G a s p é , which p layed so p r e t t y a p a r t in 
Ca r t i e r ' s re la t ion of his first voyage and is t oday the 
ve ry home, the surv iv ing oasis, of t he l a n g u a g e which 
Ca r t i e r himself spoke , was given to a Loya l i s t mem­
ber of the Massachuse t t s B a y Colony, A d m i r a l Si r 
I s aac Coffin;* a n d another , where we a re now s tand­
ing, to a L o n d o n merchan t , J o h n Shoolbred, who 
unde r took to develop his es ta te , bu t it has now passed 
on f rom his censi taires to o thers a n d the t e n a n t r y is 
qui te ent i re ly F r e n c h again , t h o u g h now they m a k e 
foi et hommage to none except the E n g l i s h K i n g a n d 
their own church. 

W e a re now on the Scaumenac B a y , a b road 
crescent on the Ris t igouche , bounded ashore by a na r ­
row cu rv ing s t r ip of l and ly ing in f ront of the m o u n ­
ta ins . O u r road is lengthwise of this s t r ip , which is 
less t h a n a mile wide a n d s t re tches the whole long, 
wavy coastl ine for a dis tance of nea r ly t w e n t y miles. 
D o w n a m o n g its volcanic hills comes the p r e t t y Scau­
m e n a c r iver out a m o n g rich p a s t u r e s and p rospe rous -
look ing homes and , let the day be fine, a fairer wa lk 
t h a n be tween the ro l l ing domes of the u p l a n d and the 
wooded slopes to the w a t e r would be fa r t o seek. 
P r e s e n t l y before us are the shore cliffs of Migouasha . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y p e r h a p s , the road lies well back from 
the wa te r , bu t it is to the w a t e r t h a t we m u s t de tour 
to catch the spir i t of this ve ry unusua l place. 

* For some account of the Magdalen Islands and the Coffin 
tenure see Heart of Gaspé. 
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T h e s e rock banks a t M i g o u a s h a a r e t he " H u g h 

Mi l le r Cliffs," and to see t h e m a n d to knock the 
D e v o n i a n fishes from their rocks would have del ighted 
the fervid soul of the g r e a t Sco t sman , whose n a m e , 
with the permiss ion of the Quebec B o a r d of Geo­
g raph ic N a m e s , has been a t t ached to them. T h e r e is 
no o ther place in the world where the O l d R e d S a n d ­
stone is so profusely suppl ied with the remains of 
these ancient fishes be longing to the days when these 
rocks were m u d and sand. W h a t a weal th of ma te r i a l 
for his p ic turesque po r t r aya l s this Scotch s tonemason, 
geologist a n d p ro tagon i s t of the F r e e K i r k would 
have found in these cliffs. A n d how the pages of t he 
Testimony of the Rocks, the Old Red Sandstone, t he 
Footprints of the Creator m i g h t have been embel­
lished, the stories of the Cruise of the Betsey, My 
Schools and Schoolmasters, reënforced with the ser­
mons t ha t these stones could preach . 

T h e H u g h Mi l le r Cliffs a re p l an t ed on F r e n c h 
Catholic soil bu t their face looks s ternly out over the 
river to Scotch P r e s b y t e r i a n N e w Brunswick . T h e r e 
one m a y s t and on the shores where the sa lmon now 
r u n and f rom the rocks ex t rac t thei r odd, heavily 
a rmored ancestors which migh t have died of the i r 
mongre l G r e e k names if a merciful n a t u r e h a d not 
p u t t hem to a k inder death . A m o n g them was the 
magnificent E u s t h e n o p t e r o n (pardi!), which is as 
fine a sa lmon as the " A u l d R e d " ever p roduced . H u n ­
dreds of specimens of these ancient fishes have been 
t aken from these rocks a n d thousands remain for him 
who will search them. M y h a m m e r never touched a 
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Anthony of Migouasha amid His Devonian Fishes 

i n g these medals of creat ion, till his skill has devel­
oped almost into an inst inct and he needs b u t a f rag­
m e n t of a fish to help him trai l his victim to its lair. I 
doub t if R o b e r t D ick in his bakeshop in T h u r s o on 
the P e n t l a n d F i r t h , or H u g h Mil ler himself in his 
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rock wi th a more insp i r i t ing impac t t h a n here. F i s h ­
i n g ! A t every " c a s t " of the weapon some fish rises, 
or m a y h a p a fern-leaf ge t s t ang l ed in the tackle . A n d 
this is the sort of fish one can ship to his fr iends with­
out h u r r y or ice; they will no t spoil af ter thei r millions 
of yea r s of s to rage . B u t it is no t I who keep the rolls 
for these denizens of the D e v o n i a n wate rs . T h a t 
office goes to A n t h o n y P l o u r d e , who has helped to 
rifle the rocks of their fishes ever since t he place was 
discovered by the geologists of for ty years ago . 
A n t h o n y is a hab i t an t f a rmer whose l i t t le home a n d 
s t ead ing lie back on the road and he has l ea rned from 
m a n y a dis t inguished geologist the fine a r t of collect-
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s tudy a t Por tobe l lo , g loa ted wi th such t r a n s p o r t e d 
satisfaction a n d apprec ia t ion over the i r " A u l d R e d " 
fishes as I have seen in A n t h o n y , exu l t i ng over a 
spread of specimens laid out u p o n the bo t tom a n d 
banks of the l i t t le gu l ly t h a t r uns f rom his house to 
the shore. H e knows them all by name, E u s t h e n o p -
te ron , Bothr iolepis and Pa laeoniscus , a n d s t a r t l i ng 
sounds these names m a k e when u t t e r ed wi th a C a n a ­
dian F r e n c h accent. T h e fruits of A n t h o n y ' s handi ­
work lie in the museums of the wor ld a n d in his honest , 
earnes t fashion he has done much to give the wor ld a 
t r u e r knowledge of these s t r ange c rea tures of a long-
ago day . 

H u g h Mil ler ' s books were m y earliest guides in 
g e o l o g y — I will not say inspi ra t ion , for some of t h e m 
were p r e t t y ha rd r ead ing for a boy, bu t af ter all he 
m a d e his odd fish r a the r a t t rac t ive by his ex t r ao rd i ­
n a r y descript ive powers a n d his t r e n c h a n t E n g l i s h 
style. T h e bone-pla ted fishes he found in the O l d R e d 
about the C r o m a r t y firth marched down his pages 
like medieval war r io rs full panopl ied a n d sh in ing in 
their coats of mail . T h e bel l igerent Scot who, as 
edi tor of the E d i n b u r g h Witness, fought so m a n y 
ha rd bat t les for the F r e e K i r k and in his books broke 
m a n y a lance aga ins t the t r a n s m u t a t i o n heresy as set 
for th in the Vestiges of Creation, is l ong since ou t 
of fashion and out of da te , bu t m y debt to him was a 
personal one. So , a t his home vil lage of C r o m a r t y , 
which has since looked out u p o n the ships of the 
G r a n d F lee t , we helped to commemora te his hun ­
d red th b i r thday , I b r i ng ing some few sheaves g a t h -
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ered from amongs t m y A m e r i c a n colleagues who 
wished to share in his memor ia l . H i s memoria ls s t and 
the re now, one a majes t ic co lumn over looking the 
g r e a t firth and its rocky shores where m a n y of his 
stories had their bi r th , ano ther a r a t h e r appa l l i ng and 
somewhat commercial ized though impressive build­
i ng a p p r o p r i a t e d to civic uses, into which the fervent 
b u t r a the r s lender cont r ibut ions of some hundreds of 
admi re r s were p o u r e d and forgot ten . T h e H u g h 
Mi l le r Cliffs a re a nobler memoria l , more a p p r o p r i a t e , 
a n d a t r u e r express ion of apprec ia t ion of the work 
the g r e a t Sco t sman accomplished. A n d its s tory is 
no t mere ly a fish s tory, like those t h a t come down 
from the sa lmon pools of G a s p é . D o w n u n d e r the 
rocks in which the fishes are embedded lies a g r ea t 
mass of loosely cemented boulders , s t and ing out in 
wea the red banks a long the shores, like the rubble 
breas ts of some ancient for tress . P a r t of t hem are 
l imestones from the Si lur ian up l ands , p a r t a re sand­
s tones of the D e v o n i a n a n d all a re in te rspersed with 
p ink and g r a y g ran i tes , whi te quar tz i tes and other 
rocks f rom the crys ta l l ine axis of the old land now 
bur ied out u n d e r the wa te r s of the Gulf. T h e 
rounded blocks of s tone a re sometimes bent , frac­
t u r e d and mended aga in ; m a n y , even of the hardes t , 
a re covered wi th impr in t s where the po in t of one 
seems to have been pressed into the ac tual substance 
of its neighbor , no m a t t e r how h a r d ; they are scored 
and nicked, polished and glazed, and some show with­
ou t doubt the scratches and s t r ia t ions which could 
ha rd ly have been m a d e in any other way than by a 
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movement on each other wi thin a sheet of l and ice. 
Th i s whole bank beneath the U p p e r D e v o n i a n fish 
beds was washed toge ther a n d a r r a n g e d by flowing 
wa te r before the fishes came, for the o rder ly a r r a n g e ­
m e n t of the pebbles is evidence of this ; bu t the wa te r s 
t ha t b rough t them toge the r had stolen them out of 
some mass of ice-scratched débris . H e r e is, then , the 
evidence of land ice over G a s p é a t a t ime fol lowing 
immediate ly u p o n the g r e a t cont inenta l elevations 
which took place t o w a r d the close of t he M i d d l e D e ­
vonian and created the moun ta in s of the gu l f - f ron t— 
t ime tha t is no t otherwise recorded by the rocks be­
cause of the very fact t ha t the l and was t u r n e d u p out 
of the reach of the sea into r e f r ige ra t ing a l t i tudes . I t 
looks as t hough this glaciat ion of the D e v o n i a n l and 
m u s t have been highly localized, for a co r r e spond ing 
condit ion a t this t ime is not known from anywhere else 
in the no r the rn world. T h e C a n a d i a n m o n u m e n t to t he 
Scotch s tonemason thus p resen t s a n ins t ruct ive 
record of s t r ange changes on this quiescent coas t ; of 
g r o w i n g mounta ins , ice-coated lands , ru sh ing r ivers 
in whose mouths odd fish with forward- looking eyes 
d ispor ted themselves. 

O d d craf t of m a n y nat ions still f requent these 
shores—not so m a n y as in the old days , pe rhaps , when 
the fish d rew a l a rge r outside traffic. U n t i l wi th in a 
few years the g r e a t fishing es tabl ishments of the 
coast, to which we mus t aga in refer, were do ing their 
business on J e r s e y and E n g l i s h capi ta l , and they 
reached their foreign m a r k e t s in thei r own bo t toms . 
T h e vessels of the companies b r o u g h t back f rom 
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m a n y an old wor ld a n d new wor ld por t , L i sbon and 
Mess ina , the Braz i l s and the Ant i l l es , s t r ange fancies 
in b i jouter ie , whose a p p e a r a n c e here and there in the 
older houses still surpr ises the visitor. B u t these ves­
sels did ano the r t h i n g t ha t has no li t t le d is turbed a n d 
obfuscated the geologis t—they came home sometimes 
in s tone bal last , and l ightened ship in these home por t s 
by heav ing overboard their fore ign-born rocks. W e l l 
u p on the shores of the Y o r k r iver in G a s p é Bas in I 
b roke open , one day , a block of l imestone whose fos­
sils a s tounded me. N o t h i n g like them had ever a p ­
pea red before in this eas te rn coun t ry . T h e y m a d e a 
good deal of t rouble , bu t they were a t last t raced 
back to thei r or igin, which was one of the por t s of 
P o r t u g a l . A n o t h e r day , while on the H u g h Mil ler 
Cliffs a t Migouasha , the old wharf inger , ou t in his flat 
af ter sa lmon, t r i u m p h a n t l y displayed to m y d is tan t 
gaze a marve lous object which had come u p on his 
hook, a ta l l , big-bellied, coarse ea r thenware vase, with 
a line tied about its flaring neck and r u n n i n g u p w a r d 
in to a stiff loop. I t s porous unglazed ware and its 
s imple incised decorat ions sugges ted to me at once 
such a " w a t e r - m o n k e y " as one finds so common in 
semitropical Amer i ca . I t had p robab ly h u n g in the 
fo'c'sle of some rov ing ship t h a t had s t rayed into these 
wa te r s and it had been "hove" overboard a t the mouth 
of the Ris t igouche for some good reason, pe rhaps be­
cause the sk ipper realized t h a t in these n o r t h e r n lati­
tudes no such e v a p o r a t i n g water-cooler was necessary. 
H o w m a n has disordered the r egu la r and decent 
behavior of the sea! I f such incongruous admix tu res 
could have occurred in the pas t p rocedures of the 
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ocean while it was h e a p i n g u p its sediments and the 
skeletons of its denizens, there would be no science of 
geology and the his tory of the ea r th could never be 
deciphered. 



I l l 

Romance of the Highway—Detour of the Cascapedias—The Ap-
pian Way—Carleton, Lord Dorchester—The Carleton Moun­
tains—Alpineers—Lady Maria Carleton—How to transform 
English settlements into French—Roads of Nezv England 
and of Quebec—Grand and Little Cascapedias—Their salmon 
pools and fishermen—Inspired anglers—Diversions of the rail­
road—Its chances and mischances. 

OU R wayside is the A p p i a n W a y of G a s p é . T h e 
ra i l road has hur r i ed toge ther a l i t t le the set t le­

men t s a l o n g this coastwise thoroughfa re , b u t the 
romances of the H i g h w a y a n d their histories have 
of ten been a theme of the semi-inspired p e n ; ours is 
s lender in its his tory pe rhaps , bu t rich in sent iment . 
O n these Coas ts of L e i s u r e I have k n o w n old m e n 
who took a h a n d in the bu i ld ing of the first road about 
the g r e a t pen insu la from the head of B a y Cha leu r 
to G a s p é Bas in . T h e old roads of in ter ior A m e r i c a 
lie where t he I n d i a n s t ra i led a long the beaten t r acks 
of buffalo, elk or moose and where the whi te m a n 
followed the red. B u t G a s p é was a place of coastwise 
in te rchange where chaloupes, no t canoes, were the 
vehicle of t rave l and the roads were the pa ths of the 
sea ; and this coast road s t a r t ed as a l ine of white 
men ' s t ra i l s t h r o u g h heavy woods with po r t ages a t 
every g r e a t e r s t r eam. M e n l iv ing t oday helped thus 
to kn i t t oge the r the lands of the first concession, the 
r a n g e a long the w a t e r edge. T h e n , la ter , in thei r 
season, back concessions were opened to se t t lement , 
each r a n g e wi th its road para l le l to the coast road a n d 
each concession with its r ad i a t i ng lanes connec t ing 
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the concession roads toge ther . So the h ighways of 
G a s p é h a n g in succession about the fr inges of her 
wilderness like the s t r ands of a many- looped necklace. 

N o w comes the l ong coast d e t o u r a long the lower, 
wondrous ly t e r raced reaches of the r iver Nouve l le 
and the two Cascapedias , and where the Nouve l le 
opens behind M i g o u a s h a P o i n t we leave the conven­
t ional end of the Ris t igouche r iver a n d are on the 
real Baie-des-Chaleurs . T i m e is of no momen t , indeed 
of no hour , on these Shores of Del ibera t ion , b u t b y 
its g race we a re p resen t ly benea th the shadows of the 
puissant m o u n t a i n walls which g u a r d the hamle ts of 
S t . O m e r and Car le ton , where a line of lofty, flat-
t o p p e d volcanic a n d sands tone hills form a f ea tu re in 
the landscape not elsewhere to be seen in G a s p é . T h e 
venerable village of Car le ton is a t t r ac t ive in its l ong 
s t re tch of beaches, its agreeable p romenades , its pic­
tu resque nooks and its comforts for the wayfa re r . I t 
is r a the r a celebrated place in s u m m e r anna l s , as 
G a s p é places go, for it seems to hold its habi tués 
t igh t ly to its charms. I have c a u g h t the impression 
t h a t go ing to Car le ton for the s u m m e r is no t so much 
a vacat ion incident as a habi t a m o n g some of the fine 
Quebec families; for t he re is a d ign i ty a n d compla­
cency of demeanor a m o n g the s u m m e r people t h a t is 
a p p r o p r i a t e to a sort of intel lectual p ropr i e to r sh ip , 
which r igh t ly del ights in unvei l ing to the acolyte the 
intr insic charm of the place. Dis t ingu i shed by the 
n a m e of the beloved G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l , L o r d D o r ­
chester, the val iant and h u m a n e Car le ton , who, a m o n g 
other th ings , once delivered a good t r o u n c i n g to the 
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Carleton Maria 

S e a L e v e l 

Forty-mile View of the Carleton Mountains 

A m e r i c a n s on the wa te r s of L a k e Champla in , it was 

founded as a Loya l i s t s e t t l emen t ; bu t t ha t redoubt­

able E n g l i s h m a n has now become the t u t e l a r y divini ty 

of a n a lmost to ta l ly F r e n c h communi ty a n d I a m told 

tha t there is only a single resident E n g l i s h family in 

the ent i re par ish . 

T h e A b b é F e r l a n d , a h a p p y chronicler of the last 

midcen tu ry , ear ly regis tered a p ro tes t , of ten reechoed, 

aga in s t t he changes of names a long the coast which 

have been imposed by the E n g l i s h régime. Car le ton 

was T r a c a d e g a t e h , T r a c a d e g a s h or Tracad ièche even 

as la te as the days of Char les Robin , the first organizer 

of t he coastwise fishing ( 1 7 6 8 ) , whose bro ther located 

here , a n d it was this T r a c a d e g a s h b ro the r who b rough t 

ou t from the I s l and of J e r s e y the willows which grace 

so m a n y of the fishing s tat ions of the coast in places 

where o ther t rees find it h a r d to ge t a foothold. Th i s 

M i c m a c n a m e ac tua l ly belonged first t o the moun­

ta ins a n d p r o p e r l y belongs to them yet , t hough the 

Car le ton ians call t hem "Shickshoeks ." I t is with little 

r ight . T h e Shickshoeks—the " rocky moun ta in s , " as 

the M i c m a c word impl ies—were called the " N o t r e 

D a m e " m o u n t a i n s by C h a m p l a i n a n d lie off across 

the pen insu la t o w a r d the S t . L a w r e n c e river shore. 

S i r W i l l i a m A l e x a n d e r wi th his Scotch pa ten t , re-

chr is tened t h e m the Albany Mountains, bu t the 
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Grande C d S C d p e d i c * 

from the Sea to the Wilderness 

geographe r s of Quebec now say t h a t Champla in ' s 
reverent des ignat ion m u s t be a t tached to these high­
est summits , the Shickshocks. T h e y are the hear t , the 
" p r o t a x i s " of these G a s p é A p p a l a c h i a n s , folded u p 
into rock waves and cut into by vast in ject ions of 
serpent ine lavas. 

B u t the Car le ton M o u n t a i n s lie in beds almost flat, 
r e m n a n t s of a dissected mesa of red conglomera te 
a n d sands tone and the lava which has b roken t h r o u g h 
them, a n d all toge ther they man t l e the deeply t i l ted 
D e v o n i a n and Si lur ian rocks beneath . T h e y are 
mounta ins only in the sense t h a t the Catski l ls of N e w 
Y o r k and the Tab le -à - ro lan te at P e r c é are m o u n ­
ta ins , bu t they are the very character is t ic style of 
uplif t into which the rocks of this geologic age have 
been made all t h r o u g h the A p p a l a c h i a n coun t ry . T o 
alpineers they offer slight chal lenge—indeed, these 
Timeless Shores have none for t ha t myster ious 
prowess which finds a victory in the mas t e ry of a 
g r ea t m o u n t a i n peak . I have never inquired deeply 
into the psychology of the professed climber who con­
strues na tu re ' s u p s t a n d i n g peaks into a del iberate 
defiance of his powers , bu t I suspect the g e r m of it is 
of a cont inuous p lasm with the impulse t ha t carries the 
rust ic swain and his br ide to the t o p of the W o o l -
wor th tower , t hough cer ta inly the be t te r reason lies 
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here where the bootless a r d o r is reduced to ease a n d 
the r e w a r d is a n impressive p a n o r a m a . L a b o r t h a t is 
pénib le , ambi t ions t h a t have no measure in profit o r 
p l e a s u r e , — a n d the summi t once reached, too often 
only cloud-cast gelid waves of s u r r o u n d i n g p e a k s , — 
are the costs a n d the a w a r d . P e r h a p s I a m w r o n g , b u t 
I a m qui te wi l l ing t o le t na tu r e ' s m o u n t a i n t o p s 
r e m a i n u n m o u n t e d unless they hold an indispensable 
g u e r d o n . 

A n d ye t these lesser hi l l tops have their r eward , t he 
out looks f rom their summits over the rol l ing t imbered 
S i lu r i an wilderness behind, the s inuous shores of the 
o u t w a r d bay, t he reaches of the Ris t igouche and the 
low N e w B r u n s w i c k coasts across the widen ing 
w a t e r s — a l l of these a re reason enough for the w a r m t h 
of r e g a r d for t h e p lace which has woven itself abou t 
those whose h a p p y chance it is t o visit it. 

L a d y Ca r l e ton still s t ands close beside her hus­
b a n d on this shore, for M a r i a is the nex t par i sh a n d 
t h e l i t t le se t t l ement which carr ies her n a m e lies j u s t 
across t he " C r e e k of the M o r n i n g , " t he Ruisseau 
matin. T o m a n y a pious hea r t no doub t this place is 
consecra ted to t he H o l y Vi rg in , b u t only so as a n y 
bea re r of t h a t n a m e m a y become the mothe r of a god. 
Or ig ina l ly M a r i a was a p lace as E n g l i s h as Car le ton . 
T h e r e were 3 4 0 0 F r e n c h families r epor t ed two years 
a g o f rom the P r o v i n c e of Quebec , in which the mini­
m u m of chi ldren was twelve. I s it s t r ange t ha t E n g ­
lish communi t ies in G a s p é eventua l ly become F r e n c h , 
while t he old F r e n c h par ishes s t ay so? 

I n t r a m p i n g the r emote roads of N e w E n g l a n d and 
N o v a Scot ia t he t r ave le r can no t fail t o be impressed 
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by a cer ta in air of sadness on the count rys ide . I m e a n 
by tha t the seeming absence of any obvious j o y of 
l iving, excep t as the birds a n d wayside flowers dis­
p l a y it. T h e g r a y vi l lager or f a rmer in his shaky F o r d , 
or in his c reak ing car t d r iv ing an a n g u l a r a n d j o y ­
less nag , is r a t h e r typica l of wha t one has been wont 
to mee t a t every h a n d amongs t those sedate E n g l i s h 
se t t lements , where a pur i t an ic inher i tance still locks 
the door t o the palace of life. H e r e , a long these roads 
of ours , life is bubbl ing. T h e vivacious boys a n d gir ls , 
t i ng l ing wi th the blood of the i r B r e t o n a n d N o r m a n 
p a r e n t a g e , come babbl ing over t he roads , of ten driv­
i ng a t t o p pace their wi ry C a n a d i a n horses. T h e 
fa rmsteads show some concern in you as you p a s s ; a 
g r a y fa rmer does not indifferently t u r n his g r a y back 
u p o n you a n d d i sappea r in to t h e b a r n , b u t f rom a 
f ront door will look out a t you, first one smil ing, 
tousled face a n d two g rea t , wondrous eyes, then 
another , then a t the window one, two, t h r e e ; ou t of 
t he door a l i t t le procession will emerge , followed by a 
p a r t l y a r r a n g e d bu t innocent ly curious mother . Shou t 
B'jour t o them as you pass , and caps will come off, 
if caps there be, and a l i t t le chorus of B'jour M'sieus 
will be y o u r response, accompanied by a c rop of 
h a p p y smiles. A n d as we slow down at the l i t t le sta­
t ions there waits to g ree t us a t h r o n g from the coun­
t rys ide or the ad jo in ing vil lage, of voluble, noisy men 
a n d boys, here and the re a m o n g t h e m a demure ly smil­
ing gir l , r u d e in m a n n e r s p e r h a p s b u t cour teous a t 
hear t . 

B y w a y of r emind ing us of our long de tour about 
t he I n d i a n s we pass a reservat ion of t hem j u s t beyond 
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M a r i a , at the m o u t h of the first Cascapedia , a n d now 
a g lance ahead a long the coastline of the B a y a n d far 
beyond the broad debouchure of the two Cascapedias 
will reveal the low cliffs of the B lack Capes on the 
d i s tan t side. A n hour hence, if our t r a in keeps moving, 
we m a y look back from these B lack Capes to ou r 
p resen t poin t of view a n d will then have t raveled 
twenty-f ive miles in o rder to get ten miles on our way. 

I n this broad valley of the G r a n d and L i t t l e Cas­
capedias , the broades t in Gaspé , a weal th of un to ld 
ta les lies buried, while sheaves of inspi ra t ion have 
been a l ready ga rne red . T h e fertile spir i ts who have 
fished their sa lmon pools have laid all the world in 
debt t o the g r e a t r ivers which find their sources in 
t he slopes of the N o t r e D a m e . W e do not much care 
for the fish s t o ry ; it is often a r a t h e r unlovely th ing 
w a v e r i n g between heaven and ear th . T h a t there is no 
sa lmon like the Cascapedia sa lmon we m a y leave to 
the Ris t igouche F i s h i n g Club to decide, bu t it is 
wor th all of na tu re ' s effort a t the evolution of some­
t h i n g into a salmon, all of her a rduous exper iments 
and expedients to a t t a in a fishy ideal, to have p ro ­
duced by w a y of such a fish set in the cool, da rk l ing 
pools amid the spruce-coated slopes of these rivers, 
creat ions like Hugh Wynne and the Adventures of 
François, like Fisherman's Luck and Little Rivers. 
W h a t were these inspirat ions? W h a t is it in the "sti l ly 
influences" of the pools and riffles of G a s p é tha t 
makes a m a n shake himself free of the artificial re­
s t ra in t s which harness the soul? I s it t ha t in the hur­
ried vocations of our p resen t l iving the spiri t is in 
j a i l and breaks its bars only when our whole be ing is 
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In the lee of Cap Barré and the Three Sisters, the 
villagers spread codfish for drying. 
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pe rmi t t ed to give for th its ancient response to t he 

pr imi t ive call? 

I f excellence in the p roduc t ion of sa lmon is r a t e d 

by the a n n u a l fee pa id to the P r o v i n c e of Quebec , 

the G r a n d Cascapedia lays claim to high mer i t . 

A m o n g the pools on the u p p e r wa te r s of G a s p é , the 

Ris t igouche, the Nouvel le , these Cascapedias , t h e 

B o n a v e n t u r e , P a b o s , G r a n d and L i t t l e r ivers , the 

St . J o h n , Y o r k and D a r t m o u t h , lie splendid revenues 

for the P rov ince . I n the old days the fishing pr iv i lege 

on the G r a n d Cascapedia was qui te usual ly t a k e n by 

the Gove rno r -Gene ra l , and L o r d Duffe r in , t he M a r ­

quis of L a n s d o w n e and L o r d S tan ley in thei r t e r m s 

as viceroy have angled its pools. O n Gove r no r ' s 

Po in t , a t t he mou th of the g r e a t e r r iver, s t ands t he 

beautiful m a n o r buil t by L o r d S tan ley in his day , 

long since passed in to the hands of one who stood no t 

in loco regis before a Domin ion , bu t who once or­

dered the democracy of Ph i lade lph ia . T h e members of 

the old Cascapedia Club ( " g r a n d pêcheurs devan t 

D i e u et devan t les hommes ! " exclaims B é c h a r d * ) 

t u r n into the Quebec t r ea su ry a momentous a n n u a l 

t r ibu te , b u t they do more for the P rov ince by ma in ­

t a in ing a small a r m y of gua rd i ans , and even conserve 

their in teres ts by p a y i n g the owners of the sa lmon 

s tands on the sea f ront a long the shores which curve 

into their r iver a subs tant ia l sum each year for no t 

* To which the snappy pcrccsien adds: "Attention, typographe ! 
ne met pas un accent aigu sur ce mot, à la place d'un accent circon­
flexe !" H e is speaking of his English governors on the Cascapedia 
but in the Gentle Art of Kil l ing Fish there is even so slight a 
difference as a pen-stroke between a fisherman and a sinner. 

41 



L'île Percée 
fishing, so t h a t the n a t u r a l course of the fish on the 
w a y f rom the sea into the r iver a n d ou t aga in m a y 
no t be i n t e r r u p t e d . t 

I t is Theoc r i tu s in his idyls, I th ink , who fishes 
for the d reams he m a y ca tch ; I l iken him to his suc­
cessor of the Cascapedia , W e i r Mitchel l . W h e n nea r 
his e ight ie th year , I me t him one summer coming 
down from his pools. G r e e t i n g him with the usua l 
" G o o d luck, I h o p e ? " he replied, " N e v e r bet ter . M y 
fish this yea r have cost me only fifty dollars a p o u n d " 
-—a usua l r ep ly a n d a rock-bot tom pr ice . T h e win te r 
fol lowing this, in W a s h i n g t o n , I asked him if he were 
g o i n g aga in to the Cascapedia . " A s long as m y life 
lasts I shall cherish the hope of ca tching the la rges t 
sa lmon ever t a k e n from the Cascapedia . " I s aac W a l ­
t o n a t e igh ty- th ree would fish aga in t he famil iar 
wa te r s of t he D o v e , a n d the leonine Chr i s topher 
N o r t h , wi th the shak ing h a n d of age , cast once more 
on his beloved D o c h a r t , which he had fished from the 
days of his you th . T h e val iant Mitchel l did go again ; 
over him who "ga ined an h u n d r e d fights" a long these 
wa te r s no fitter words m i g h t be wr i t t en t h a n those of 
D e a n H o l e over D r . H a m m o n d : 

"j" "Into Chaleur Bay flow some of the choicest salmon rivers 
of the Continent, including the far-famed Cascapedia which 
brings to the Government a rental of $12 ,000 a year, the Bona-
venture, the fishing rights of which are let for $2 ,250 a year, the 
Grand River, well stocked with large salmon, the Grand Pabos 
and the Little Pabos, and, most important of all, the Ristigouche 
and its tributaries, said to be worth from a million to a million 
and a half dollars for their salmon fishing privileges alone. Indi­
vidual salmon pools on the Ristigouche have been sold for as 
much as $30 ,000 each." E. T. D . Chambers in Canada and Its 
Provinces, vol. 16, p. 503 . 
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Nihil eo excelsius erat, aut humilius, 
Sibi uni non placuit, 
Qui tarn calamo, quam vita, 
Humano generi complacuerat. 

" B u t w h a t does the pr ice p e r p o u n d p a y fo r?" 
answered back m y anglomaniac t r ave l ing companion 
who go t on a t A m q u i on his way ou t f rom L a c Sau ­
mon. " N o t fish alone, bu t commerce wi th the voices 
of the s t reams and the woods which s ing us into for-
getfulness of our pathologic life in the t o w n s " — o r 
words to this effect. O n the Cascapedias it helps 
indeed to p a y for adven tures afield t h r o u g h the l i t t le 
explored and almost u n m a p p e d wilderness of the 
head-water branches, which flow ou t of t he N o t r e 
D a m e moun ta in sides t h r o u g h regions of suspected 
minera l weal th and t raverse the rich forests of the 
G a s p é N a t i o n a l Reserve , t r ansec t ing towns monu-
mented with the names of men whom G a s p é has l inked 
to herself. 

N o w , g radua l ly bu t with conviction, the en thus iasm 
of the s t a r t by rail , fed even by the graces of the Cas ­
capedia, slips into a consciousness t h a t the roadbed is 
a bit serpent ine a n d somewhat c rumpled , the car seats 
not easily molded to h u m a n backs whose ennobl ing 
sigmoid curve helps us to dis t inguish ourselves f rom 
our simian cousins. O n e looks ou t ahead over the 
g a u n t br idge t ha t spans the G r a n d Cascapedia a n d 
wonders whether it will c a r ry him across ; it m a y con­
sole us to know tha t the conductor is p robab ly won­
der ing too. 

B u t one m u s t no t find faul t wi th the br idge t h a t 
has carr ied him safely over, nor should the t r ave le r 
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fail of confidence in this p ic turesque ra i l road, g rass -
g r o w n like a forest t ra i l , to l and him in some P o r t 
of Sa fe ty , if no t of Des i re . L e a r n t he a t t rac t ions of 
all the coast, be g ra te fu l if the as thmat ic locomotive 
b reaks down nea r a b lueber ry pa tch , and t h a n k the 
rai ls for s p r e a d i n g if they leave you four -and- twenty 
hour s a t some such invi t ing spot as Car le ton . A s b u t 
one t r a i n each day each way passes over the road, a 
s top a t all is a s top over n igh t ; m a y it t u r n out a day 
spen t close to the salt breezes, amid balsamic odors of 
spruce or l umber mill , fields of da isy-spa t te red hay, 
of oats p u r p l e and gold with patches of vetch a n d 
m u s t a r d ; a n d a lways amid a hospi ta l i ty t ha t will meet 
every wan t , please G o d you a re nei ther capt ious no r 
finicky. W i t h more repressed enthus iasm I recall the 
d a y our t r a in did hit the freight ahead and knocked 
across the t r acks a car loaded with bu t t e r in wooden 
cases. I t was good b u t t e r bu t it was very much out 
of place af ter the impact . W i t h t ranqui l iz ing concern 
for the public good, t he t r a in crew of two men salved 
the b u t t e r and then salved the passengers by crowd­
i n g into the one box car r ema in ing the badly ba t t e red 
packages of b u t t e r and the sadly bu t t e r ed parcels of 
p a s s e n g e r s — a n d so, s t and ing to meet the s i tuat ion, 
packed like capers in a bot t le , l ean ing first on one's 
own foot a n d then on a neighbor ' s , conscious of a 
para lys i s slowly c rawl ing u p w a r d over us , we m a d e 
ou r dest inat ion, t ravel -s ta ined indeed, b u t not cross ; 
weary , b u t not too g r e a s y ; conscious above all t h a t 
we had found the only ra i l road in the world t h a t 
bu t t e r s its mischances. 



I V 

New Richmond—Concession roads—Presbyterians, Plymouth 
Brethren and raised beaches—The parson's chickens—Green 
herons and John de Kuyper—The Cascapedia delta—Wonder­
ful shores of Black Cape—The great Silurians—The worth of 
pure science—Faraday and Melbourne—Dr. Johnson, Dr. 
Franklin and Job. 

TH E long de tour of the Cascapedias robs the 
pass ing t rave le r of p ic turesque N e w Richmond , 

which lies on the b road alluvial p la in m a d e by the two 
rivers. H a d he shaken a free foot a t M a r i a , a g r e a t 
m a n and horse ba rge would have p u t him over t he 
l a rge r r iver and in to this vil lage, b u t f rom the road 
no th ing of it can be seen excep t as one looks back 
over it to the M a r i a Capes when the end of the long 
curve is reached. N e w R i c h m o n d has an individual ism 
which makes it a t t rac t ive and one should not t ake a 
town of so m a n y possibilities of happiness so much 
for g r a n t e d as to pass it by. I t is a Loya l i s t town, so 
full of Scotch t ha t a F r e n c h m a n is r a the r like a cockle 
in the par r i tch . I t is sandwiched between par ishes t h a t 
a re absolutely F r e n c h ; it is canny a n d p rosperous . I t s 
fields are broad and in these u p p e r reaches of the bay 
the season is fair ly long and the crops good, while on 
both its g r ea t r ivers are l a rge lumber mills sawing 
the o u t p u t of the t imber limits above. T h e broad fan 
of r iver wash on which N e w Richmond res ts has pe r ­
mi t ted se t t lement to s tretch back into the wilderness 
very much fa r ther t h a n a t any o ther place on these 
l iving beaches. H e r e are seven concessions and seven 
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The Fall of the Tide, New Richmond 

a n d exudes a theology ha rd as the Scotch fishes in its 
nea r -by rocks. L i k e m a n y of the r emote r P r o t e s t a n t 
colonies in the M a r i t i m e Provinces as well as in 
M a i n e , it p roduces a s ingula r b r and of free lance theo­
logians who call themselves P l y m o u t h B r e t h r e n . T h e y 
a re a noisy, odd lot of exhor te rs who ge t toge the r in 
r emote corners of these se t t lements and t rave l a sort 
of perfect ionis t j o u r n e y , genera l ly u n d e r the inspira­
t ion of some voluble leader . 

A t the wa te r f ron t of N e w Richmond , between 
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concession roads r u n n i n g para l le l to the coast. F r e e ­
hold l and thus runs back f rom the coast for t en miles, 
and most of it is reduced to agr icu l tu re . T h e opposi te 
e x t r e m e of se t t lement is a t P e r c é , where t he moun­
ta ins have pe rmi t t ed b u t one concession. 

N e w R ichmond is a b r u p t l y and severely P r e s b y ­
ter ian . S u n d a y calls ou t a r igorous display of "b lacks" 
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P o i n t D u t h i e a n d the L i t t l e Cascapedia , t he re is a 
series of very in te res t ing elevated clay banks full of 
bur ied clams and other mol lusks ly ing t h i r t y or fo r ty 
feet above the p resen t sea level, indeed j u s t as they 
l ay on the sea bo t tom before the coast began to rise. 
Th i s is one of the very m a n y evidences on this shore 
of a sha rp change in the he ight of t he l and within 
qui te recent t ime, for most of t he mollusks in these 
clays a re of species l iving in the sea today , in these or 
not d is tan t wate rs . W a n d e r i n g a long u n d e r these ele­
va ted banks a t the fall of the t ide, I came u p o n a m a n 
load ing ke lp into a car t . S t o p p i n g to pass the t ime of 
day wi th him, he asked m y dest inat ion, and I replied, 
" T o the wharf yonde r . " " A n d m a y I hope you are 
on you r way to y o u r heavenly home?" he said. S t a r ­
t led a l i t t le by the ab rup tness of this inqui ry , I repl ied 
r a the r recklessly, " W e l l , no t this m o r n i n g . " "Al l , bu t 
we's all go ing t h a t a -way," he said, po in t i ng a l o n g 
finger u p s t ra igh t overhead, "al l t h a t has done r i g h t 
here is go ing r igh t u p there , in G o d ' s good t i m e . " 
Th i s s ta tement chal lenged for a m o m e n t m y wayfa r ­
i n g spir i t . " R i g h t u p overhead beyond those c louds?" 
I ven tured . " Y e s , r igh t t he r e , " he said, wi th comple te 
assurance, "where our F a t h e r has his g r e a t whi te 
t h r o n e . " " N o w , you know," I said, " this ea r th of ours 
is supposed to be t u r n i n g over every day , a n d ton igh t 
a t t en o'clock (it was then t en in the m o r n i n g ) u p 
t h e r e " — p o i n t i n g to the zeni th—"wil l be down t h e r e " 
— t u r n i n g m y finger t o w a r d the cent ra l fires. " M y 
fr iend," he repl ied to m y i r reverent s t a tement , " w e 
P l y m o u t h B r e t h r e n know whereof we speak, for we 
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have the word of the L o r d , " and then dismissing m y 
idle conten t ion he wen t on to tell me of his fai th a n d 
of his persona l h i s to ry ; how the " l i gh t " had suddenly 
d a w n e d on h im while he was a pr i soner in a M i n n e s o t a 
j a i l a n d he was called to p reach his faith with all zeal 
t o his fellows. H e had , he believed, reached a s ta te in 
which he was wi thou t sin a n d he awai ted God ' s own 
good p leasure for t r ans la t ion to the heavenly m a n ­
sions. W i t h a smile he t u r n e d aga in to his p i tchfork 
a n d ke lp , wished me the same good for tune t h a t 
awai ted him, a n d I wen t on with a feeling t ha t such a 
faith, deep-set t h o u g h it was in wha t seems to us igno­
rance as p ro found as our own knowledge m a y come to 
seem to our successors, has no exchange value. 

O n the P e r c é coast for long years the R e v . W i l l i a m 
L y s t e r , a g r a d u a t e of D u b l i n Univers i ty , was pr ies t 
of the E n g l i s h par ish , a m a n esteemed for his wide 
knowledge and keen interests in the works of n a t u r e . 
M r . L y s t e r k e p t some P l y m o u t h R o c k chickens on 
his glebe a n d this s tory I have told recalls a ta le t h a t 
comes s t r a igh t from the l i t e ra ry center of the coast. 
O n e of M r . L y s t e r ' s par ishioners go t into someth ing 
of an a r g u m e n t with a wayfa re r over a quest ion of 
r i gh t a n d w r o n g and the exchange of courtesies waxed 
w a r m till the E n g l i s h churchman broke ou t into the 
exc lamat ion , " A n d you p r e t e n d to be a Chris t ian , do 
y o u ? " " I do , " said his an tagonis t , " a n d a be t te r one 
t h a n you, m a y h a p . " " A n d wha t k ind of a Chr is t ian 
m a y you be?" r e t u r n e d the Ep i scopa l i an . " I ' m a 
P l y m o u t h B r e t h r e n , t ha t ' s wha t I a m ! " was the rep ly . 
" O h , I know w h a t t ha t kind is. M r . L y s t e r has go t an 
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old rooster of t ha t denomina t ion in his hen y a r d . " 
A n d this anecdote leads m e to say t h a t hav ing "come 
over in the Mayflower" myself, I suppose M r . L y s -
te r ' s P l y m o u t h R o c k chickens were j u s t as a p p r o p r i ­
a te to his E n g l i s h church glebe as I a m to his 
successor's summer congrega t ion . 

T h e elevated banks of N e w R ichmond are a n 
ancient record of conditions which still prevai l in the 
Cascapedia B a y . N o w a t e r c raf t of a n y d ra f t can 
m a k e this por t , for a t low t ide the bay becomes a 
g r e a t m u d flat a n d even a t h igh wa te r passenger a n d 
freight boats m u s t anchor a mile or more outside. 
These m u d banks a re p u n c t u r e d by innumerab le 
clams a n d a re pa t ro l led by innumerab le g r e e n herons 
whose solemn mien a n d forcible delivery in the con­
version of the mollusks sugges t t h a t they too a re 
P re sby te r i ans . W h e n the land rose here it took with 
it a section of these m u d flats with the clams still in 
their burrows, and thus we find them now elevated 
high and d ry . These raised banks s t and firm a n d 
erect a n d their faces would seem to have u n d e r g o n e 
no change except for wha t the tides have t o r n away . 
D i g g i n g one day into this bank a t its foot, endeavor­
ing to t ake out a block of the clay with t he shells in 
place, m y h a m m e r hit u p o n a bone, an in te res t ing 
con t ingency; a n d so with much care I ex t r ac t ed w h a t 
was most obviously the j a w of a depa r t ed sus. A m u s ­
ing myself wi th reflections over this p r e a d a m i t e p ig 
tha t had s t rayed so far from his place in his tory as to 
get himself in unde r these pleistocene clays, I poked 
a l i t t le f a r the r in to t he deep hole beneath the shell 
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beds a n d p re sen t ly ex t r ac t ed the square-shouldered 
r emains of " J o h n de K u y p e r " h imse l f ,—data which 
a re respectful ly commended to s tuden t s of prehis tor ic 
a n t h r o p o l o g y as an i l lus t ra t ion of how a g r e a t clay 
b a n k full of the relics of a l ong p a s t will move bodily 
over a surface h a v i n g the slope of a beach, p ick ing u p 
as it goes all sorts of th ings from the landwash, includ­
ing even a re jec ted , because emp ty , g in bot t le .* 

A wor ld of wonder a n d in teres t lies beneath us as 
we move on f rom the Cascapedia del ta pas t the Scotch 
se t t lement of B lack Capes . T h e eye of the t rave ler 
m a y ge t only the impression of p leas ingly fertile 
fields on this side ; on the o ther the fa r outl ines of the 
Car l e ton moun ta in s , t he smoke of the Dalhous ie and 
Char lo mills across the Cha l eu r B a y on the N e w 
B r u n s w i c k shore ; bu t down u n d e r the t ra in , sk i r t ing 
the w a t e r edge , lies a full a n d marvelous chap te r in 
the ea r th ' s h is tory. H e r e we a re t r ave r s ing a rock 
section of the S i lu r ian Sys t em t h a t in ex tent , com­
pleteness a n d thickness is p e r h a p s wi thout equal . I t 
is all exposed to dayl ight a long the shore where the 
successive s t r a t a s t and nea r ly vert ical a n d wi thout 
a n y repe t i t ion of thei r p a r t s for more t h a n a mile, 
which means t h a t these S i lur ian rocks are far more 
t h a n a mile thick. Th i s is a t o n g u e of the g r e a t 

* As a matter of record and reference, I give the details of this 
shore section, from bottom u p : 1. Compact, unlaminated blue clay 
ly ing on Bonaventure conglomerate (mouth of Little Cascapedia) 
with obvious evidences of flowage ; 2. Clays , more sandy and ter­
minating in a clearly marked shell bed with vertical clams. Ele­
vation 12-18 feet above high water; 3. Gravel and alluvial wash 
from a pleistocene Cascapedia river, 20 feet. 
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On the summit of Mt . Ste . Anne, overlooking the 
vi l lage and the Rock, there has stood since the 
early days of settlement a statue to the patron 
saint of sailors and fishermen. 

Photograph by C. M. FleUchner 
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Si lur ians which m a k e u p the in ter ior of the G a s p é 
peninsula , a n d f rom which the waves have here t o r n 
their coverings, expos ing their leaves of h is tory wr i t ­
t en all over wi th t he remains of the life of those 
ancient days a n d b r i ng ing to l ight the black volcanic 
masses which have cut t hem asunder . So while the 
t r a i n is pas s ing P r i t c h a r d ' s C a p e a n d H o w a t s o n ' s 
Cove, the volcanic B lack Capes a n d on to Capl in , one 
m a y reflect t ha t here is a l and which has one g r e a t 
geological sys tem a n d one g r e a t geological s tory as 
fully recorded as it is in countr ies which have be­
come famous in science for thei r S i lur ian rocks : E n g ­
land, Scandinavia , Russ ia , Bohemia . I t s myster ies 
a n d histories still r emain in l a rge p a r t un read , b u t 
t ime will b r i ng to G a s p é all this preeminence as the 
keeper of the Si lur ian rolls. 

N o w such a fact as this m a y seem to have a r emote 
pract ica l wor th to a coun t ry or to the reader . I t m a y 
be, in a l a rge sense, new knowledge , b u t its nove l ty— 
of wha t concern is it to the affairs of h u m a n life? 
T h a t quest ion m a y have arisen all the way a long these 
l ines; it is the sort of query t ha t is too often asked 
whenever the facts of p u r e science a re set for th . I 
real ly p re sume the s t a t emen t about these S i lur ian 
rocks and their p a r t in t he bu i ld ing of the ea r th will 
sometime t u r n out to be r a the r the mos t i m p o r t a n t 
t h i n g in this book. 

B u t yet it m a y be difficult to rouse an emotion and 
h a r d e r yet a sou from i t ; so w h a t is the use of j u s t so 
much more knowledge in the wor ld ' s a l ready l a rge 
supp ly , so m a n y more g ra ins of corn in the endless 
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s tory ? T h e r e a re bodies of m e n of high erudi t ion who 
would chal lenge, deba te , contest , p ro tes t , demon­
s t ra te , for or aga ins t every propos i t ion tha t migh t be 
adduced f rom these rocks, and yet t h a t would be only 
a process of s i f t ing out the g ra ins of t r u t h . I s any­
body any the be t t e r for this t r u t h ? I t is an old, old 
quest ion. T h e R o m a n soldiers found Arch imedes 
d r a w i n g geometr ica l figures on the sand and, say ing 
to each o ther t h a t such a m a n was a useless sort of 
citizen, slew him. L o r d Me lbou rne accused Michael 
F a r a d a y of was t i ng his t ime fooling with a m a g n e t , 
a n d yet out of F a r a d a y ' s discoveries have been d r a w n 
accessories of our m o d e r n life t h a t seem indispensable : 
e lec t ro-dynamics , electric s to rage and the wonders of 
faradic induct ion. B u t wha t of L o r d Melbourne? W a s 
it no t D r . J o h n s o n , even, who reproached B e n j a m i n 
F r a n k l i n wi th collect ing electricity in a bot t le while 
such trifles as the wars and political for tunes of the 
na t ions were left to pass unnot iced? T h e r e seemed 
no th ing of ut i l i ty or comfor t t o the contemporar ies 
of these intel lectual diversions, and to ju s t i fy them 
because they migh t p rove of mater ia l service would 
be an un insp i red t h o u g h t indeed. Do es the g a n n e t 
j u s t i f y its p rec ip i ta te shot, the twin-flower its carillon 
of bells h idden by the wayside, the ocean the m a j e s t y 
of its s t o rm waves b reak ing on the beach? Ques t ions 
of such sort have ange red even the gods a n d they 
were all answered once out of the whir lwind to a 
compla in ing J o b . 



V 
"Canadians"—Caplin, the sacred fish—The ideas of Telliamed— 

Bonaventure—Ancient aspect of the settlements—The spires 
and bells of the churches—Unity of faith—A Jersey home— 
New Carlisle-—Loyalists—Early Acadian settlers—A costly 
railroad. 

AS these Si lur ians d i sappear back u n d e r the soil, 
begin aga in the F r e n c h se t t lements . T o the E n g ­

lish and I r i sh Loyal i s t s and the Channe l I s l ands fish 
merchan t s , these still pass as " C a n a d i a n " vil lages, as 
they do in the other M a r i t i m e Prov inces . Th i s is by 
w a y of the ant ique form of speaking , b r i n g i n g back 
the old days before the Confedera t ion . I t seems odd 
indeed to an outs ider to hear a H a l i g o n i a n or a B l u e -
nose from T r u r o speak of go ing to " C a n a d a " when he 
means go ing to the P rov ince of Quebec ; or a J e r s e y -
m a n in G a s p é refer to " those C a n a d i a n s " as if they 
were aliens to the coun t ry . 

F i r s t comes Capl in , a p lace-name sacred to the bai t 
used in the fishing, for capl in is a smelt of which the 
cod are very fond, and in the par i sh n a m e the fish is 
canonized, as canonically the place is S t . Char les -de-
Capl in . T h e holy smelt of G a s p é is abreas t of the 
lx@v<; of the ear ly Chr is t ians as the ta l i sman of t he 
Church . T h e qua in t and venturesome doctr ines of old 
de Mai l le t , in the Telliamed (his n a m e spelled back­
ward ) , who found all m a n n e r of sea beasts abandon­
ing their g a r n i t u r e of fins a n d tail , to live ashore in 
man ' s es ta te , migh t let us conceive ou r smelt , cha rmed 
by the invi ta t ion of these ve rdan t banks , to have left 
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Godefroi , P o r t Dan ie l , L ' A n s e - a u x - G a s c o n s , on 
indeed as far as the road will t a k e us . 

These vil lages, samples of all those in F r e n c h 
C a n a d a , a t t rac t ive to the passer -by in thei r whiteness, 
still in m a n y ways sugges t the villages of old F r a n c e . 
F a r above every gable m o u n t s the single g r e a t church 
a n d high above the church is the bell tower and over­
t o p p i n g spire t h a t rises as high as the money of t he 
people can send it, for it is t he beacon for the coun t ry ­
side, the po in t i ng index finger which imperiously de­
m a n d s a response to its summons . I t is the conjo in t 
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the B a y Cha leu r wa te r s , exchang ing fins a n d tail for 
legs a n d a halo. Close follows B o n a ven tu re with its 
l umber mills and beaut i ful sa lmon s t ream, vi l lage of 
G o o d L u c k in the coun ty of G o o d L u c k , wha tever 
t he fisherman's luck m a y be ; a n d soon a l i t t le row of 
s leepy hamle t s passes wi thou t unwon ted celerity, all 
the way a long the line now, t h r o u g h Paspeb iac , S t . 
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express ion of unified p u r p o s e a n d common interest . 
T h e sky is no t assaul ted every here a n d there wi th 
the ecclesiastical bayonets of v a g r a n t faiths, d ispers­
ing from their bells dissonant a n d content ious notes 
a m o n g the homesteadings a n d out into t he forest 
aisles. T h e one church is the climacteric t oward which 
all h u m a n interests in the communi ty ascend. T h e 
sound of its C bell is a r h y t h m which t raverses the 
air wherever the faith it s tands for is avowed. I t s 
note awakens a vivid p ic tu re of un to ld thousands in 
all the ea r th answer ing its summons in person a n d 
calls back t o m e m o r y w h a t t ha t sound has stood for 
here on these coasts t h r o u g h the days since F a t h e r 
LeCle rcq came with his message. T h e church bell in 
our m o d e r n towns has become c langorous in i ts in-
trusiveness. I t s tands for l i t t le, often more for exas­
pera t ion to s t ra ined nerves t h a n for rhy thmic 
invi ta t ion to peaceful though t . B u t here in G a s p é , 
where t ime is l iquid and watches and clocks a re few, 
the g r e a t church bell still keeps its ancient funct ion 
of m a r k i n g the climaxes of the hours , the beg inn ing 
and the end of work. I t tells the "pr ies t ' s t ime , " which 
is a var ie ty qui te dist inct a n d independen t of sun 
t ime, dayl ight saving t ime, ra i l road t ime, s tore t ime, 
to each and all of which the visitor m a y help himself 
freely, for nowhere is there more of this commodi ty 
t h a n on these L a n g u o r o u s Shores . 

I n the t ime-honored beauties of l iving there are 
revelat ions in these F r e n c h villages. H e r e and the re 
amidst them are E n g l i s h homes which the J e r s e y p ro ­
pr ie tors of the cod fishing have founded, a n d a m o n g 
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The Queen's Road 

no t fa r f rom the wa te r , back unde r the pro tec t ion of 
the g r e a t b lue-green hill a n d hid away a m o n g the 
shadows of the spruce. A long frescade shel tered by 
rows of pop la r s a n d J e r s e y willows leads to it, 
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these are now a n d aga in circles of sweet a n d e levat ing 
influences. I know them well, f o r tuna t e to have been 
admi t t ed beyond their por ta l s . N o w t h a t we have 
come so far, I a m th ink ing of one such h o m e ; it lies 
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t h r o u g h white pa l i ng ga te s which, t hough closed in 
gent le p ro tes t aga ins t v a g r a n t in t rus ion, give w a y 
hospi tably to the g ra te fu l gues t . Ins ide this house 
re ign comfort , conten t and generos i ty unsul l ied by 
imprudence . T h e a tmosphe re is one of un i ted concern 
for the welfare of every member of the household; 
t he m a n n e r a lways one of deference, respect a n d af­
fection, t he y o u n g e r for the e lder ; of c h a r m i n g a n d 
sweetly expressed r e g a r d for the comfor t of the gues t . 
I n m y ancient day this home was benignly domina ted 
by a vivacious chatelaine of irresistible g race a n d d ig­
ni ty . T o her two daugh te r s , now "happ i ly m a r r i e d , " 
she stood indeed in an H o r a t i a n relat ion ;* yet they, of 
exquisi te m a n n e r a n d delicacy of speech, m a d e g race ­
ful and helpful suppo r t e r s of the demesne. T h e r e 
were two sons, of b rusquer bu t no less genu ine a n d 
thought fu l r ega rd . B u t these toge the r did not consti­
t u t e the family, for it was an ancient clan whose scat­
tered members of two genera t ions assembled in 
summer days from all t he card ina l po in ts till t he 
house walls ga sped in the effort to accommodate 
them. A n d in u p o n this family circle, whether l a rge 
or small , there were , as I recall , the complet ive in t ru ­
sions a t odd hours of a bachelor and uncle, which un­
failingly added a new s p a r k of j o y a n d vivacity to 
the ensemble. Gracefu l in address , full of felicities of 
speech and the quips of the vil lage, g rave ly masquer ­
a d i n g a whimsical view of life a n d unfa i l ingly solici­
tous t h a t the gues t should be chez lui, he a n d they 
composed a family circle serene in its gen t le exclu-

* Matre pulchra filia pulchrior. 
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siveness b u t an unblemished p r o d u c t which could no t 
have been qui te the same in ano the r a tmosphere . 

B u t we pass too quickly t h r o u g h these places, for 
no respect fu l t r ave le r m u s t ignore N e w Carl is le a n d 
its anc ient Loya l i s t se t t l ement . I n d e e d in this a r r a y 
of coastwise F r e n c h villages, this chef-lieu of B o n a -
v e n t u r e coun ty keeps a venerable dist inction. N o t 
only was it the se t t l ement of the U n i t e d E m p i r e L o y ­
alists of 1 7 8 3 , bu t here for m a n y years was held the 
h igh cou r t of the L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r for G a s p é . 
J o n a t h a n O l d b u c k (kn igh t of p leasan t memories*) 
says t h a t this governorsh ip of G a s p é was such a sine­
cu re t h a t few of its incumbents ever visited the coun­
t r y a n d so the posi t ion was abolished by the old H o u s e 
of A s s e m b l y abou t 1 8 3 0 . G o v e r n o r Nicholas Cox , 
who h a d served well in the fight for Quebec , es tab­
lished himself here a n d did his best to develop this 
se t t l ement for the Loya l i s t s in whom G e o r g e T h i r d 
took such deep in teres t . So here is a row of can tons 
a long the waters ide which keep the names of those 
who t r ied ha rd to find soil for the Loya l i s t s t h a t were 
expec ted in crowds bu t came in p a i r s — C o x , H a m i l ­
t o n a n d H o p e ; t h o u g h all the i r efforts came to bu t 
l i t t le , for N e w Carl is le alone has k e p t the r e m n a n t s 
of the E n g l i s h se t t lements . Bécha rd , wr i t i ng of G a s -
pésie t h i r t y yea r s ago , says t ha t on A c a d i a n l ips the 
n a m e of this place was Nos Carlingues. T h e " C a n a ­
d i a n s " long preceded the E n g l i s h on this s t re tch of 
shore and have p e r p e t u a t e d the her i t age they d rew 
from the exiled Acad i ans of the A n n a p o l i s valley who 

* Sir James LeMoine. 



The Cadence of the Roads 
set t led on the banks of this beaut i ful B o n a v e n t u r e 

river. W h e t h e r t he t h i r t y families who a r e said t o 

have come here toge the r a t the s t a r t a r e responsible 

for all the F r e n c h in these can tons , I do no t know, b u t 

it seems likely, for A b b é F e r l a n d says t h a t in his d a y , 

1 8 3 6 , there were "hund reds of P o i r i e r s , " a n d tells of 

G r a n d f a t h e r F o r e t who, dy ing , left behind th ree hun ­

dred and eighteen descendants . I ndeed , "les Acad iens 

vivent t rès v ieux!" 

Severa l t hough t s m a y crowd u p o n the t r ave le r as 

he enters N e w Carl is le . H e should know t h a t G o v ­

ernor H a m i l t o n spen t someth ing like e igh ty thou­

sand pounds to establish this place a n d D o u g l a s t o w n 

u p o n G a s p é B a y as refuges for the L o y a l i s t s ; a n d 

unless he is to ld en r o u t e he m a y no t realize t h a t he 

is now at the t e rminus of the old B a y Cha leur s t eam 

ra i lway a n d t h a t his fur ther p rogress cont inues u n d e r 

u n i n t e r r u p t e d b u t newer auspices. F r o m here ou t it 

m a y lessen the obviousness of the seat wi th which 

you have now en joyed a half day ' s acqua in tance to 

learn t ha t you are r id ing over a r a t h e r costly s t re tch 

of surface ra i l road. T h e amaz ing roads of t h e P e r u ­

vian A n d e s , the tubes which t r ave r se r iver a n d sea 

about N e w Y o r k , the tunne ls , funnels a n d funiculars 

of the A l p s , the g rades of the T rans -S ibe r i an , m a y 

have diver ted you, b u t you have p robab ly never before 

t raveled over a hundred-mi le s t re tch of s t r a igh t away 

cut-and-fill single t r a c k (save for one S i lu r ian t u n ­

nel) like this road , which cost its s tockholders so much 

tha t it b roke the C h a r i n g Cross b a n k of L o n d o n a n d 

p u t its chief genius into the t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g quod. 
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T h e widows a n d o rphans of E n g l a n d , wi th faith in 
the g i an t s of finance who assured them tha t this road 
would m a k e G a s p é B a s i n the po in t of d e p a r t u r e for 
shor t r o u t e t r ansa t l an t i c commerce to E n g l i s h por t s , 
even t h o u g h G a s p é B a y is frozen t igh t across for a 
l ong win te r ; to these you owe your p resen t ease. 

L o o k about you as you leave N e w Carlisle if you 
wou ld see t he t emer i ty of this construct ion. Y o u r 
t r a i n crawls close a long the r a g g e d edge of a high 
rock wal l d r o p p i n g sheer to the sea, g iv ing indeed 
fair p ic tures of the d i s tan t shore a n d headlands if 
you can resist the c lu tching fascinat ion of the feeling 
t h a t t he least b r eakdown of the rocks will p rec ip i ta te 
you in to the Gu l f of S t . L a w r e n c e . 

GO 



V I 

Paspebiac—Its extraordinary situation—Barachois, bar and 

tickle—C. R. C.j an ancient syndicate—The codfisheries; their 

history and ancient modes—The days of Denys—Present busi­

ness contrasted with the past—Prodigality of life in the sea— 

Paintings of the old-time craft—Ancient differences among 

Acadian settlers—The "Paspejacks" and their patois. 

IT soothes the nerves to see soon come into view the 

willowy village of Paspeb iac , e x t r a o r d i n a r y in situ­

at ion and in his tory. I t s in te res t ing phys iog raphy is a 

characteris t ic one for this coast, for from one side of 

a b road lagoon or barachois ex tends a long, wide banc 

bent into an elbow a t the middle , open t o the sea only 

a t the nea re r side close to the shore by a tickle t h r o u g h 

which the tides en te r and re t r ea t . These b road espla­

nades of sand reaching out t oward each other for a 

mile or more thus enclose a g r e a t t r i ang le of wa te r , 

in themselves a s ingular a n d effective express ion of 

the balance between the cu r ren t s which sweep the 

shores of the bay .* 

* There are barachois all along the Gaspé coast; that is, bancs 
or bars, impounding waters behind them and crossed by the waters 
of a sea-gully or tickle. In lower Gaspé, as at Port Daniel , 
Grande-Rivière, Barachois, Douglastown (p . 120) and Gaspé 
Basin (p . 1 1 0 ) , these bars are simple, and project across the 
mouths of large streams and be in the general direction of the 
coastline. In very large measure these simple bars are obviously 
due to the impacts of heavy river discharge against the marine 
waters, except perhaps for the bar at Corner-of-the-Beach and 
Barachois (p . 134) ,beyond the Percé mountains,where it is evident 
the present stream could have had little effect in the creation of this 
great banc, now the seat of the former village. Here the interfer­
ing tides sweeping into the Malbay from north and south have 
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O n the g r e a t s a n d b a r rise the broad, sp read ing-
roofed, b rood ing bui ldings of the ancient fishing 
houses of Rob in and of LeBout i l l i e r , spotless in thei r 
whi te faces, wi th r ed roofs a n d r ed - t r immed windows 

been the effective cause for the building of the bar at the bay-
head. The great bancs at Paspebiac and Carleton are of a different 
type . The arms of sand reach out into the bay to form triangular 

barachois, and while the 
tickle of the former is at 
the inner angle of the 
triangle, at Carleton this 
opening is at the outer 
apex. At neither of these 
places has the land stream 
played any part; indeed 
at Paspebiac there is no 
present stream nor any 
trace of an ancient one. 
The phenomena are due 
to interference of cur­
rents in the bay. For 
Carleton a shore current 
sets from the mouth of 
t h e C a s c a p e d i a r i v e r s 
west, strikes the project­
ing head of St. Omer or 
M i g o u a s h a P o i n t a n d 
turns east close inshore to 
make an interference at 
Carleton. The movement 
of the currents must be 
much the same at Paspe­
biac, though the cause of 

interference is not so clear, from a study of the coastline. Yet here 
there is an obvious difference in the age of the two bancs; the 
western, which has been the seat of the fishing station since 1766, 
is much the older and is covered with vegetation almost to its light­
house-bearing t ip. while the eastern bar is nude and wind-blown, 
its surface standing at a lower level than the other; it stands 
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and doors . T h e his tory of the R o b i n es tabl ishment , 
known on the coast for a c en tu ry a n d a half by t he 
myst ic initials C. R . C. (Char les R o b i n a n d Com­
p a n y ) , is the his tory of the codfishery of G a s p é , a n d 
since its es tabl ishment in 1 7 6 6 Pa speb i ac has been 
its center , habi ta t ion and source of au thor i ty . T h e 
founder , Char les Robin , a J e r s e y m a n , established 
wha t was, af ter the H u d s o n B a y C o m p a n y , the first 
well-syndicated business in N o r t h A m e r i c a directed 
to a single definite end. Organ ized in mas te r ly fashion 
with a un i formi ty of p rocedure a n d a r igorous disci­
pl ine t ha t la ter ex tended to all its m a n y s tat ions scat­
te red a long the G a s p é coast and on the Quebec L a b ­
rador , t he Rob in establ ishments are notable even ye t 
for their speckless appea rance a n d the i r o rder ly p roc ­
ess, and even though , with the knocks and chances 
of t ime, the corpora te n a m e has passed t h r o u g h m a n y 
changes, the magic uncials still s t and . I suppose it 
would be within the t r u t h to say t h a t of the m a n y 
fishing establ ishments in G a s p é now, the mos t ven­
erable a re offshoots of the C. R . C. a n d have p r o m u l ­
ga ted the same modes, t h o u g h less r igorously , in the i r 
managemen t . H e r e a t Pa speb i ac eyes a n d nose a re 

indeed as the protector of the older bar against the attack of 
nor'east tides. I have remeasured the old banc and find that its 
dimensions have not changed, except at the point, from those 
given on the township map 40 years ago. There is still much to 
explain regarding the form and formation of these three-cornered 
primary and secondary bancs and barachois, but the present inter­
pretation of them speaks strongly for a stability of the coast 
during recent centuries, which may be entirely local and without 
prejudice to local movements of the coast at other points. 
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first roused to the fact t h a t the codfishery is t he rea l 
business of G a s p é , an impress ion t h a t f rom this po in t 
o n will r i pen in to a conviction. F r o m here n o r t h w a r d 
a h u n d r e d miles of coast are g iven over to this indus­
t r y a n d the fish, in all its aspects , is the subjec t of 
chief est concern in traffic, in conversat ion, in mora le . 
" S o G o d have m y soul ," said K i n g J a m e s to the 
a g e n t s sent ou t by the P u r i t a n s f rom L e y den to ga in 
his consent t o the i r p lans , " 'tis an honest t r a d e ; ' twas 
the A p o s t l e s own ca l l ing ."* So the P i l g r i m s came to 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s t o fish a n d to worsh ip G o d af ter thei r 
own fashion, a n d the F r e n c h came to Quebec to fish 
a n d still t o worsh ip as t h e y had been wont . T h e men 
of the G o l d e n Cod had no such field laid out for t h e m 
as the Basques , the Bayonna i s , the Malou ins and , 
l a te r , t he m e n of L a M a n c h e on the G a s p é shores, for 
N e w E n g l a n d shorelines a re prec ip i tous a n d the 
N e w f o u n d l a n d banks , where t ide aga ins t t ide has 
heaped u p the b reed ing places for the cod, a re fa r 
a w a y f rom Glouces ter . O n G a s p é much of the coast 
is f r inged by the b road rock te r races which the sea 
has p l aned down from the moun ta in s , a n d seldom do 
t h e fishermen of the f a r the r coast go fa r f rom shore 
in search of b a n k s or shoals. F o r the B a y Cha leu r 
m e n of P a s p e b i a c and G r a n d R i v e r the re are fewer 
of these submar ine p l a t f o r m s a n d they a re w o n t to 
r esor t to the shoals of S h i p p e g a n a n d C a r a q u e t on 
t h e N e w B r u n s w i c k side, b u t these dis tances are no t 
g r e a t , a n d even the P e r c é m e n a n d their neighbors 
will g o ou t no fa r the r t h a n t h a t u l t ima te resor t , the 

• Winslow's Brief Narration, as quoted by E . T. D . Chambers. 
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" A m e r i c a n b a n k , " which lies some t e n miles ou t a n d 

is, as I have been able to show by d redg ings f rom the 

t o p of it, the b roken down eas te rnmost r e m n a n t of t h e 

m o u n t a i n r anges . 

I t is no t a l i t t le odd t h a t the p rocedure in this busi­

ness of ca tching and d r y i n g fish has changed only in 

insignificant fea tures in the nea r ly four h u n d r e d 

years of fishing on this coast, since t he d a y s when 

S a g a r d told such t r emendous stories of the weal th of 

the wa te r s a n d Nicolas D e n y s en te red into infinite 

detai l r e g a r d i n g every fea tu re of t he business. I n t h e 

ear ly Seventeen th C e n t u r y days the men f rom "a l l 

the coasts of B i s c a y " had so achieved the a r t of " m a k ­

i n g " fish t h a t the pass ing centur ies have done l i t t le 

t o change it. T h e visitor should keep in m i n d the 

fact t h a t G a s p é is the only extensive coast in A m e r i c a 

where the whole p rocedure excep t the catch is done 

ashore, a n d the catch is so close ashore t h a t the fish 

are quickly dressed into the finest p r o d u c t of t he m a r ­

ket . So when his eye scans the beaches a n d sp l i t t i ng 

tables , t he flakes a n d the p a c k i n g houses, le t h im 

remember t ha t he is seeing the sights t h a t D e n y s a n d 

LeCle rcq saw, t h a t passed u n d e r the eyes of C h a m -

plain a n d F r o n t e n a c , of dTberv i l l e a n d Jo l l ie t . T h e 

beach m a y seem to h im only a beach, wi th the boats 

r u n n i n g in u p o n it in haphaza rd way, bu t the re is no t 

much t h a t goes by chance on the fishing beach, t h e 

grave* for it has been careful ly m a d e u p of clean peb­

bles from the size of one's fist or less, a n d no over-

* The grève is the beach ; the grave that particularly stony 
beach which a tempestuous sea has graciously piled up and man 
has carefully set in order for the better curing of the fish. 
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g r o w t h of weeds is pe rmi t t ed u p o n it. I n all the older 
s ta t ions this ha rd , s tony beach is crossed in convenient 
direct ions by a ne twork of wooden p lanks l ead ing to 
a n d from the busiest points , for the grave no t only 
sp reads about the pr inc ipa l bui ldings bu t includes the 
l o n g runs of d r y i n g flakes a n d reaches even to the 
f ront door of the m a n a g e r ' s house. D e n y s , in 1 6 9 1 , 
laid down definite ins t ruct ions for the a r r a n g e m e n t 
a n d care of the grave and it is no t yet too late , in spite 
of m o d e r n invasions, to find beaches, as at L ' A n s e -
à-Beaufils and L 'Anse -au -Gr i s - fond , ordered and 
equ ipped as D e n y s said they should be. T h e chaloupes 
wi th their crews of two or three men loaded with their 
catch come inshore and with the help of the pew, or 
ben t pick, which I t h ink dates back a t least to the 
days of the P o r t u g u e s e in Newfound land , toss thei r 
fish in to flats, swing round to their moor ings in 
para l le l lines, while the flats r ide ashore on the th i rd 
wave or seventh ( the myst ic n u m b e r ) , a re winched in 
on s teep beaches and the work of sp l i t t ing begins. 

Second only to the mass in the church above the 
beaches is this venerable act of faith and works—the 
sp l i t t ing of the cod. E v e r y detai l of the table , each 
tool used u p o n it, each movement of the men about it, 
even the half bar re ls in which you will still see them 
s t a n d i n g to keep from being bespa t t e red overmuch, 
a re ac tua l ly the una l t e red survival of the centuries 
a n d the very oldest r ema in ing ins t i tu t ions which the 
whi te m a n b rough t into this count ry . I t is a p rocedure 
just i f ied by its works and tha t of itself enti t les it to 
respect . A n d if its s ights and its odors a re not such 
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as to compel immedia te enthus iasm, let one r emember 

t h a t i t is a sacrificial a l t a r which has symbolized the 

for tunes and hopes of the coast. I have d u g u p cod 

hooks f rom the débris of the F r e n c h cus tom house a t 

Pen insu la , deser ted when W o l f e came to des t roy the 

se t t lement in 1 7 5 8 , which a re in all respec ts l ike those 

still in use. So, f rom par t i cu la r to genera l , we m i g h t 

t r ace t h e p rocedure of the fishing business a n d find it 

all still g r o u n d e d on the methods depicted by D e n y s . 

A s soon as one has real ly g o t the G a s p é spir i t , a n d 

t h a t means as soon as, far f rom the coast in win te r 

days , he craves aga in the odors of the beaches, he will 

r ead with in teres t the exposi t ions by D e n y s in his 

Description géographique or P ro fessor G a n o n g ' s an-

nona ted t rans la t ion of it publ ished by the C h a m p l a i n 

Society, and M r . Chambers ' s ins t ruct ive Historical 

Introduction to the Fisheries of Quebec. 

W h e n Char les R o b i n came out to the coast he found 

the F r e n c h p rocedure established. I p r e s u m e t h a t t he 

Channe l I s l ands , be ing a t t h a t t ime still r a t h e r more 

t h a n half F r e n c h , R o b i n m a y have found the pêche 

sédentaire of G a s p é conducted as he had lea rned i t 

a t home. B u t it was wi thout organiza t ion and doubt ­

less its m a r k e t had been b roken u p by the Seven 

Y e a r s W a r . H e b r o u g h t it to its h ighest p roduc t ive ­

ness and firmly established his m a r k e t s in P o r t u g a l , 

the M e d i t e r r a n e a n po r t s , the Braz i l s and the Ant i l l e s , 

s u p p l y i n g them in his own bot toms , as did the es tab­

l ishments which branched off f rom the p a r e n t com­

pany . 
N o w t h a t the venerable C. R . C . o rgan iza t ion has 
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been forced to yield its suzera in ty of G a s p é , it is 

on ly of historic in te res t to t ake note of the fierce 

a n t a g o n i s m to its p rocedures by F r e n c h wr i te rs of 

the las t c e n t u r y who believed they spoke for the 

pêcheurs . I t is doubtless t r u e t h a t the r igorous disci­

p l ine enforced by the wifeless J e r s e y m a n a g e r s ( they 

had the choice ei ther to r ema in u n m a r r i e d or leave 

the i r wives in J e r s e y ) b r o u g h t the inhabi tan ts t o a 

condi t ion so d e p e n d e n t on the for tunes of the Com­

p a n y as to crea te a v i r tua l serfdom, f rom which a 

p e r p e t u a l indebtedness forbade escape. I t is t r u e t h a t 

the toll of the sea m a d e genera t ions of m a n a g e r s 

p ro spe rous a n d left genera t ions of nat ives p o o r ; t h a t 

the C o m p a n y t h r e w its powerfu l influence aga ins t 

a n y educa t ion of t he people t ha t wen t fa r ther t h a n 

from " the head to the tai l of a cod." B u t impreca t ions 

aga ins t the jersiais have ceased and the e x t r a o r d i n a r y 

a r r a y of unholy vocables launched aga ins t t h e m has 

now only a philological in teres t . 

These l a t t e r years the fishing craf t have mul t i ­

pl ied all a long the shore, a n d the fishermen are inde­

p e n d e n t now compared with the i r former s ta te . I 

suppose the re have been a h u n d r e d a n d fifty boats 

each season on and abou t the P e r c é coast. B u t in the 

days of P i e r r e D e n y s the re were as m a n y as five 

h u n d r e d boats in the P e r c é fishing. T h e romant ic 

oversea days of t he fishing traffic have passed, and 

yet it is n o t l ong since t he e a r t h q u a k e a t Mess ina 

deal t a dea th blow to the venerable F r u i n g C o m p a n y 

on the G r a n d e - G r è v e by w ip ing out , as in the twink-
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l ing of an eye, two h u n d r e d thousand consumers of 

dr ied cod. 

Could anyone ven tu re to es t imate t he n u m b e r of 

cod t aken f rom these wate r s? I t would be as hazard­

ous a calculat ion, I fancy, as t h a t I have m a d e r e g a r d ­

ing the n u m b e r of mar ine fossils in the P e r c é Rock . 

B u t they would be est imates of like values—of the 

affluence of the life of these wate rs . T h e sea animals 

bur ied in t h a t l i t t le u p s t a n d i n g section of t he D e ­

vonian sea bot tom, P e r c é Rock , n u m b e r h u n d r e d s of 

millions. T h e cod t aken annua l ly f rom G a s p é are , I 

have figured with the help of some of m y fr iends, no t 

less t h a n for ty millions. I t migh t be a safe s t a t emen t 

t ha t as m a n y have been t aken each y e a r for a t least 

th ree centuries and t h a t is a to ta l of twelve thousand 

millions of cod. A n d whether real ly t r u e or only a 

guess a t the t r u th , this figure is enough to show why 

the very foundat ion of life in G a s p é res ts with t he 

geological forces t h a t cut down its coasts in to sub­

mar ine ter races and so m a d e a b reed ing place for t he 

cod. 

I t is r a t h e r an odd fact t h a t e ighty years ago the 

Acad i ans of the different se t t lements a long this coast , 

especially those of B o n a v e n t u r e and the ne ighbor ing 

" P a s p e j a c k s , " would have li t t le to do with each o ther 

and had never in te rmar r i ed since their es tabl ishment 

in the coun t ry . F e r l a n d , who ment ions this , t h o u g h t 

it m igh t be due to an inher i ted caste dist inct ion. T h e 

A b b é m a d e a good deal of fun of the l a n g u a g e of the 

P a s p e j a c k s or the P a s p é y a , * a n d he was qui te sure 

* "Qui ne sont pas méchants," says Béchard, "mais têtus ; 
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t hey would never be o r n a m e n t s to a salon of which 

C h a t e a u b r i a n d was a member . T h e y spoke wi th a 

b reak -your -head vehemence t h a t was a l a rming , 

t h o u g h they were only t r y i n g to say p l easan t th ings , 

a n d when he hea rd the l a n g u a g e of Mol iè re twis ted 

in to such a deformi ty a s : "Taise- to i , ou j e t ' enfonce 

u n croc dans la g a u , " he found it only an expression 

of e n d e a r m e n t f rom one gasson t o his companion . 

E m m a n u e l B r a s s e u r was t he A b b é ' s beau-ideal 

P a s p e j a c k , a m a n dried a n d sere, bu t of action. I f 

he to ld you of the gales he had encounte red in his 

boa t he ba lanced himself like a mas t , j u m p e d u p a n d 

down like the waves and snor ted like t he wind. O r if 

i t was of some f ight ing exploi t he would b r i n g his 

lean fist, h a r d as a mal le t , down on y o u r head. I f i t 

w a s the s to ry of how the doctor lanced his son's j a w , 

he s t re tched himself ou t on a board , a rmed with a 

knife , stiffened, rolled, twis ted like an h u r t snake, a n d 

so t r ied to express pa in he h a d never suffered, a n d he 

ended his long s tory by te l l ing how the jaculot (mean­

i n g the younges t son of the family) had for a l o n g 

t ime no o ther t a s t e t h a n to flairer de la douceur, which, 

exp la ins the horrified A b b é , means manger du sirop. 

grands enfants qui deviennent bruyant et batailleurs lorsqu'ils ont 
du whisky à bord." 



V I I 

Governor Hope and the Loyalists—Town of Hope—Psychosis of 
place-names—Delusions of Hope—Port Daniel—Its banc and 
barachois—Pointe-à-1'Enfer—The islets of Newport—Seig-
neury of Pabos—The seigneurial noblesse—Pas-beau—Chand­
ler, a misfit town—Danger of overs pecialization—Compagnie 
de Gaspé. 

TH E towns of this compac t geograph ica l uni t , t he 
G a s p é Dis t r i c t , have wisely been inscribed wi th 

the names of those who have rendered her service. 
M a n y of t h e m are memor ia l t r ibu tes to missioner, 
s ta tesman, explorer , scientist or wr i te r , b u t all these 
laure led personages have had to t ake their chances in 
hav ing their a u t o g r a p h wr i t t en across the surface of 
the ear th . P e r h a p s he has been twice blessed whose 
n a m e covers a domain still peopled only by the deni­
zens of forest a n d s t ream, save when invaded by 
d r e a m y and philosophic W a l t o n i a n s from other climes. 

W e have now entered u p o n the p leasures of H o p e ; 
they are the blessings of the in tangib le . G o v e r n o r 
H o p e , who concerned himself might i ly for the L o y a l ­
ists, never knew wha t a land of promise t he surveyors 
were go ing to n a m e af ter him when he was powerless 
to p reven t . H e r e in this row of once Loya l i s t t own­
ships a n d p e r h a p s nowhere else on ou r t ho rough fa r e 
a re the visions of hope more obviously visions and 
more positively couched in faith wi thout works . O n e 
may well pass a l i t t le t ime on the way , do ing per ­
haps as B i shop M o u n t a i n did on his t ra i l over the 
K e m p t road , reach into his pocket for his Cicero, his 
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Pensées de Pasca l , or as our companions , the curés , 

a r e doing, r ead his breviary . E v e n the E n g l i s h of 

G o v e r n o r H o p e is h a r d l y to be hea rd a m o n g the l i t t le 

vil lages of S t . Godefroi , Shig iwake and St . Marc i l . 

T h e y m a k e the sign of the cross as we pass ou t of 

the townsh ip a n d into sight of the g r e a t barachois a t 

P o r t Dan ie l . 

N o one seems to know how this lovely embrasure of 

P o r t D a n i e l g o t its name . T h e learned F a t h e r P a c i ­

fique speaks of a C a p t a i n D a n i e l who sent his men to 

fish in t he Baie-des-Chaleurs in 1 6 3 1 , b u t Ca r t i e r 

anchored in the l i t t le ha rbor on J u l y 4 , 1 5 3 4 , it be ing 

S t . M a r t i n ' s day , and he says, "nous t rouvâmes bon 

appe le r le lieu S a i n t - M a r t i n . " B u t more t h a n this a n d 

much more significant to the spi r i tual his tory of the 

coun t ry which was to be N e w F r a n c e , it was here on 

the shore a t the far side of the t ickle a n d where the 

whar f runs down over a bu t t ress of red a n d white 

S i lu r ian l imestone, t ha t Ca r t i e r read the mass . T h u s 

Ca r t i e r ' s men shared with forests a n d the waves the 

first Chr is t ian ceremony in this vast land.* 

T h e beau ty of P o r t D a n i e l is ex t r ao rd ina ry . Com­

ing down over the high g r o u n d which one m u s t m o u n t 

to escape the sea cliffs, the road winds a to r tuous 

way to the g r e a t banc l ined wi th all the business of 

* We like to accept Father Pacifique's interpretation (Bull. 
Société de Géographie de Québec, p. 139, 1922 ) , though it really 
does not appear from Cartier's relation that he went ashore for 
this service. H e says : "Et pendant le temps que nous étions en ce 
lieu, allâmes le lundi sixième de ce mois, après avoir ouï la messe, 
avec une de nos barques pour découvrir un cap, etc." 
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the p lace ; on one side t he barachois where you m a y 
see bare- legged women, skir ts rolled u p , w a d i n g abou t 
in the shallows when the t ide is out , d i g g i n g soft-
shelled clams for the fishing; on the o ther the ha rbo r 
wa te r s and the tickle s t r eam rush ing back a n d for th 
across the sand with the flow a n d ebb of the t ide. 

O n e m a y no t hope to hear in P o r t D a n i e l the soft, 
fo rgo t ten words of Bossue t a n d F é n e l o n , bu t N a t u r e 
has sown it full of geological n u t s yet to be cracked, 
and it m a y be of interest , in pass ing , t o record t h a t 
this place was crea ted a se igneury in 1 6 8 6 where R e n é 
d ' E n e a u dispensed "hau te , moyenne et basse j u s t i c e " 
and m a d e "foy et h o m m a g e au C h â t e a u St . L o u i s de 
Québec . "* 

O n leaving P o r t Dan ie l , in the old days we drove 
back a n d a round the menac ing l imestone cliff of 
Poin te -à -1 'Enfer , otherwise C a p - d u - D i a b l e , b u t now 
the ra i l road pierces i ts S i lu r ian entra i ls , a n d as it 
emerges from its b u r r o w it passes the ancient se t t le­
m e n t of the men of Gascony , L ' A n s e - a u x - G a s c o n s , — 
twent ie th -cen tury d ' A r t a g n a n s whose B a s q u e idioms 
diversify the patois of the coas t ; then skims a long by 
a chain of zoological l inks, P o i n t e - M a q u e r e a u , Vache-
Mar ine , across the b o u n d a r y of the t w o counties, in to 
G a s p é coun ty and out u p o n the cliffs which overlook 
N e w p o r t and its c luster of rocky islets. L e t me has ten 
to say t ha t t hough N e w p o r t is no t ye t the w a t e r i n g 
place of the coast, its r agged , sterile, rocky f ront and 
the countless islets of its bay give it an e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
pic turesqueness . I t s a rms , wide open to the Gulf , 

* As cited; p. 144. 
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ex t end an invi ta t ion which some day will be no longer 

so l ight ly passed over. I t s cliffs a n d shores, the r o u g h 

hillside slopes, covered with innumerab le white boul­

ders sca t te red over all the l and like sheep hav ing no 

shepherd—these , too, a re a t t r ac t ive th ings with long 

stories behind t h e m ye t to be told. W e r e it no t for t he 

g r e a t wa t e r f ron t it would all impress one as a fron­

t ier se t t l ement on the fr inge of the Nor thwes t , a n d 

one qu i te n a t u r a l l y looks abou t t o find the summits 

of the glacier which has sown the land so thick with 

s tones . " N e w p o r t " is a n un insp i red name. J e r s e y 

imag ina t ion did not here even rise to the obvious, for 

t he r e is no port, ne i ther is the re a n y t h i n g new; while 

t he old name , Po in te -à -Gen ièvre , was a t least filled 

wi th g race . I m a g i n e the beloved physician a t the 

chef-lieu of G a s p é coun ty hav ing to decide whe ther 

he was born a t N e w p o r t P o i n t or Po in t e - à -Gen ièv re ! 

T h e chief p r o d u c t s of N e w p o r t a re S i lur ian rocks, 

D r . S imon G r e n i e r and fish. 

B u t the very nex t s top br ings us back in to t he 

Lou i s i an days and the ancient se igneury of P a b o s , 

wi th i ts G r a n d e - P a b o s a n d its P e t i t e - P a b o s r ivers , 

g r e a t fishways, themselves enough on which to base 

a se igneury . Se igneur ies were never numerous in 

these lower coasts , a n d when P a b o s was p a t e n t e d to 

R e n é H u b e r t in 1 6 9 6 for some mer i t no t recorded, 

the g o v e r n m e n t was g r o w i n g caut ious with such 

g r a n t s a n d insis tent t ha t condit ions of domicile and 

b e t t e r m e n t be carr ied out . T h e g r a n t s of the U p p e r 

R i v e r about Quebec had been p roduc t ive of a seigneu­

rial noblesse whose gentilshommes were in la rge p a r t 
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the center of the picture, Percé Rock and Mont-
Jol i , with the narrow channel, dry at low tide, 
between them. 
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gen t l emen adven tu re r s wi thout substance, conspicu­

ous for thei r "p r ide , sloth a n d p o v e r t y . " E v e n t h e 

governors had denounced t h e m as a " b e g g a r l y l o t " 

a n d con t ras ted t h e m t o the rea l needs of t he coun ty , 

" s t u r d y workmen to wield the axe and to hand le the 

hoe ." W e m a y be sure t h a t the seigneurs of P a b o s 

were men who knew how to wield the axe and catch 

the sa lmon of its g r e a t s t reams a n d the cod of its 

coasts. I n the last flickering years of N e w F r a n c e , 

F ranço i s Lefebvre-de-Bellefeui l le was Se igneu r of 

Pabos , "e t de l 'Anse -aux -Cana rds et de C o u r n o y e r " 

and royal c o m m a n d a n t in G a s p é by a p p o i n t m e n t of 

the r ep roba te I n t e n d a n t Bigo t . T h e Se igneu r m u s t 

have engaged himself extensively with the fishing, as 

his for tunes were ru ined when W o l f e came down the 

coast in 1758. Q u i t e la tely there has passed from life 

an aged descendant of the second Se igneur of P a b o s , 

the bearer of a n a m e of double w o r t h — M a d a m e 

de L o t b i n i è r e - H a r w o o d , bo rn a Lefebvre-de-Bel le ­

feuille. A f t e r the Conques t , G e n e r a l H a l d i m a n d 

bough t t he p a t e n t of P a b o s a n d held it d u r i n g his 

governorsh ip of Canada , then sold it to F e l i x O ' H a r a , 

who, wi th H a l d i m a n d , was one of t he p a t r o n saints of 

G a s p é and , not long after , p rop r i e to r of the soil where 

the village of G a s p é now s tands . 

W h e n C a p t a i n Bel l helped G e n e r a l M u r r a y to 

bu rn this place, u n d e r W o l f e ' s order , the y e a r before 

" Q u e b e c , " he spelled it Pas beau; bu t pas beau t oday 

fits the ad jo in ing village of Chandle r , an A m e r i c a n 

boom-town which has la tely s p r u n g out u p o n the m a p , 

like a mushroom on the forest edge, to he lp t u r n 
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the forest groves in to wood p u l p . C h a n d l e r boasts a 
l a rge inves tment in costly m i l l s a n d a Ph i l ade lph ia 
n a m e , b u t it is an in t rus ion t h a t is ou t of t u n e wi th 
t he spi r i t of t he coast . B u t the B a y of P a b o s is beau­
t iful , i ts anc ient a n d wel l -anchored banc full of pos­
sibilities for a t t r ac t ive homes. T h e Compagnie de 
Gaspé, which g o t possession of this se igneury more 
t h a n half a c en tu ry ago , proceeded so venomously t o 
defores t it t h a t the G o v e r n m e n t had to in ter fere in 
o rde r to p r e v e n t its devas ta t ions . T h e caust ic a n d 
of ten a m u s i n g B é c h a r d in t imates t h a t E n g l i s h p r o ­
mo te r s in G a s p é would capital ize a snow mine if t he re 
were a fair p romise of sell ing stock in it. Wi l l -o ' - the -
wisp is cer ta in ly a p o p u l a r fay on the coast a n d his 
l i t t le torch leads in to m a n y a feckless adven tu re , be 
it coal, oil o r me ta l s of m a n y hues a n d kinds . 



VIII 

Seigneury of Grande-Rivière—End of the Bay Chaleur—The 

home of Nicolas Denys—Petite-Rivière and Cape Cove—End 

of the journey by rail—The highway along the gulf—Chapeau 

houses—The aroma of the beaches—L'Anse-à-Beaufils; its har­

bor and beaver lodge—Visit of the geologists—The Côte Sur­

prise—L'île Percée—The day's end. 

AL O N G S I D E S t . Ade la ide -de -Pabos lies an -

. o ther se igneury , Grande -R iv i è re , d a t i n g back to 

the same period. I t too has passed f rom h a n d to h a n d 

and long ago became the p r o p e r t y of a " B a s t o n n a i s , " 

who held it for the sa lmon fishing. B u t before this it 

was the possession of Char les Robin , who cared less 

for the salmon of its r iver t h a n he did for the cod on 

its shores. A n d t o d a y the re is a g r e a t s ta t ion of t h e 

old C. R . C. a t this place, shining in its cleanly a p ­

po in tmen t s and magis ter ia l in its bear ing , t hough not 

wi thout its rivals in this g r e a t t r ade , into whose hea r t 

we have now entered . 

Grande -R iv i è r e lies on the curve where the coast 

swings round to full-face the G u l f — j u s t enough 

a round the corner to afford, with its b reakwate r , a 

r e t r ea t when the nor theas t gales blow u p too heavy a 

sea. I t is the nor th po r t a l of the B a y Chaleur , a n d 

the nex t curve br ings one eye to eye wi th the Gulf . 

I f the day is clear the eye can sweep far enough t o 

the south to catch the d im outl ines of S h i p p e g a n a n d 

Ca raque t on the point of N e w Brunswick , t he south 

por t a l , t h i r ty miles over the B a y . A t all events , it is 

well, before t u r n i n g one's face t oward the nor th , to let 
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t he g a z e sweep b a c k w a r d a n d u p the N e w Brunswick 

shore, for it was over t he r e nea r the mou th of the 

N e p i s i g u i t r iver t h a t Nicolas D e n y s , the L i e u t e n a n t -

G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l of all the coast f rom C a p e Canso 

to C a p e G a s p é , m a d e his home, buil t his château a n d 

died a t t he end of the seventeenth cen tu ry , a f te r a 

long , content ious a n d profitless régime. G r a n d e -

Riv iè re a n d Pe t i t e -R iv i è r e are pa in t ed red by the 

rocks which the sea has f re t ted into fantas t ic shapes , 

a n d a t L i t t l e R i v e r E a s t the shore p resen t s a bril­

l iant con t r a s t of these red rocks ly ing in flat beds 

across t h e edges of the white vert ical l imes tones— 

Carboni fe rous on Si lur ian , or the sediments of the 

ancient S t . L a w r e n c e G u l f on the roots of the still 

more ancient G a s p é moun ta in s . 

A n d now, a lmost wi thout our k n o w i n g it, t he t r a i n 

slips in behind the low-lying, red , cross-crowned C a p e 

D e s p a i r ; Désespoir a n d Despera t o the ear ly char t 

make r s , b u t d'Espoir on l a t e r m a p s ; Désespo i r in a 

nor ' eas t ga le to the sk ippe r who could not clear it, bu t 

d ' E s p o i r if he g o t wi thin its l ee ; a n d the j o u r n e y by 

rai l ends n e a r the b road sickle of the r e d shore where 

res ts in a n e te rna l sleep the village of C a p e C o v e — 

L A n s e - d u - C a p , t he Cove of the C a p e . 

I f t hus you have come, the sun is s e t t i ng as the 

t r a in you have left moves on in land behind the im­

p r e g n a b l e P e r c é M o u n t a i n s out in to the west beyond, 

t o m a k e its t e rminus t h i r t y miles away in the m e t r o p o ­

lis of G a s p é . Y o u r avenue is now the ancient coast 

h i g h w a y a n d i t is still n ine miles to P e r c é . I f it is ye t 

a s u m m e r ' s day a n d the sun still wai ts at the horizon, 
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the wise t rave le r will have his car t , the foolish one his 
car, in wai t ing , and even if somewhat j a d e d a n d be­
gr imed by the day ' s labors, the fresh sea air a n d the 
soft and restful su r round ings will b r i ng back reason­
able recept ivi ty t o wha tever m a y befall the closing 
s tage of the j o u r n e y . 

T h e road is a long the shore which, in the face of 
the full Gu l f a n d all the way , is do t t ed by the homes 
a n d byres of the farmer-f ishermen. T h e r e a r e well-
fenced fields enclosing the chapeau-roofed houses so 
character is t ic of F r e n c h C a n a d a ; here and there a re 
outside ovens a n d cellars, some of them grass-cov­
ered m o u n d s do t t ed wi th daisies, o thers halves of 
ancient whale boats , sawn in two a n d with t h w a r t s 
kicked out , set with bow or s te rn in air. T h e p u n g e n c y 
of the a tmosphere impinges on you as the breeze 
f rom the sea br ings the r e d i n t e g r a t i n g odor of d r y i n g 
sal ted cod—an a roma you will escape no longer . 
H a l f w a y , and the road passes the li t t le fishing sett le­
m e n t of L 'Anse-à -Beauf i l s , redolent of the vieux 
temps. H e r e a s t r eam enters the sea a n d its wide j a w s 
have been pressed a p a r t t o m a k e a deeper ha rbo r 
for the fishing craft , which a re crowded in like 
C r o m a r t y bloaters . A s a pass ing reflection on the 
instabi l i ty of the coast, it is wor th record ing t h a t when 
the new br idge was p u t in the w o r k m e n unea r thed 
f rom the excavat ion for the pier on the no r th side, a 
beaver lodge u n d e r eleven feet of soil a n d gravel . 
A b o v e the lodge was an ancient tu r f a n d over the t u r f 
the water- la id pebbles of the sea, and above tha t the 
tu r f of today . I was presen t when this section was 
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exposed a n d saw how evident it was t h a t t he sea h a d 
encroached u p o n the beaver lodge a n d bur ied it u n d e r 
feet of l a n d w a s h ; t h e n r e t r ea t ed , l eav ing the r iver 
aga in in possession, b u t f lowing a t a h igher level, wi th 
t he beaver lodge far below. T h i s means , of course, 
t h a t t he l and itself fell a n d rose aga in , for t he sea 
m u s t have s tood l ong years over the site of the beaver 
d a m while i t depos i ted the m a n y feet of beach pebbles 
u p o n it. T h i s movemen t of the coast is the exact coun­
t e r p a r t , a n d p e r h a p s the counterba lance , of the l and 
m o v e m e n t which we have a l r eady not iced a n d re­
co rded a t N e w R i c h m o n d . 

F r o m here on the flat shores a n d ro l l ing r oad m a y 
seem un impress ive a n d p e r h a p s t he t r ave le r m a y be 
s a y i n g to himself: " F o r w h a t ? W h e r e is this P e r c é 
a n d why a m I h e r e ? " 

O n e br i l l iant s u m m e r d a y a c o m p a n y of geolo­
gis ts f rom all the wor ld came down this w a y to visit 
P e r c é , a n d the i r l o n g t r a i n of s leeping a n d d in ing 
cars b r o u g h t t h e m as fa r as the ra i l road b r idge over 
t h e L 'Anse -à -Beau f i l s s t r e am far back in the woods. 
T o receive t h e m in s ta te fitted t o t he place and the 
occasion, I s ta t ioned myself on t he summi t of M t . 
S t e . A n n e - d e - P e r c é and f rom t h a t eyrie miles a w a y 
looked ou t u p o n t h e m t h r o u g h m y binoculars as they 
de t r a ined a n d t ra i led the i r l anguorous w a y a long this 
dul l road , a cavalcade of e igh ty ca r r i age loads. T h e y 
were m e n who h a d seen the scenery a n d geology of 
t he wor ld , f rom every s ta te of E u r o p e , f rom I n d i a , 
C h i n a a n d J a p a n , f rom Afr ica , A u s t r a l i a a n d Sou th 
A m e r i c a , a n d some of t h e m wondered , a loud, as they 
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A Memory of the Shrine on Ste. Anne-de-Percé 

horses were suddenly reined u p in t h e road a n d men , 
in the dis tance like crickets, j u m p e d from the car­
r iages , a c amera b a t t e r y was unloosed a n d the view 
b o m b a r d e d f rom every angle . O n a n d on the r e a r 
ba t ta l ions came and s topped , till the road was choked, 
a n d it seemed to the host, wa i t i ng on the m o u n ­
t a i n t o p , as t h o u g h they would never g e t b y t h a t hill . 
T h e y had reached the Côte Surprise, the south wall 
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P r e s e n t l y the observer could see the d i s tan t proces­
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the south wall of P e r c é a n d shuts it f rom the view 
of the adven tu re r . A s t he advance g u a r d reached 
the summi t and the p a n o r a m a unfolded itself, t he 
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t h a t s t a n d s be tween P e r c é a n d a p e e p i n g wor ld of 
ra i l roads . A l l unsuspec t ing , p e r h a p s even listless a n d 
unconcerned , surely h u n g r y , the t rave le r t u r n s this 
h i l l top , s t r e t ch ing seaward to its l ight -crowned south­
e rn po r t a l , C a p - B l a n c , a n d of a sudden, ou t before 
h im is sp r ead the marve lous p ic ture . B e n e a t h lies t he 
B a y of P e r c é , r o u n d i n g a long , gen t le curve, divided 
in to t w o by the t w i n n e d p romonto r i e s of Cap-au -
C a n o n a n d M o n t - J o l i . B e y o n d the t i p of these, and 
qui te s u r r o u n d e d by the sea, rises the P ie rced Rock , 
the ancient île Percée, majes t ic a n d un ique a m o n g all 
the rock co lumns of the sea. A t y o u r r igh t the s teep , 
r u d d y face of M t . S t e . A n n e and the higher, spruce-
crowned m o u n t a i n s ; a t the left, well ou t in the eve­
n i n g sea, lies B o n a v e n t u r e I s l and , a green-backed, 
r ed - l ipped whale, wi th its g r e a t square head t oward 
the n o r t h ; and far ahead the eye catches the r a g g e d 
sea cliffs of L e s Mura i l l e s , which face t he M a l b a y a t 
t he no r th a n d show only the i r t o r n skyline a n d s loping 
backs to the observer on the Côte Surpr i se . I n the 
f ad ing sun l igh t all these s t and ba thed in r io t ing colors. 
T h e g r e e n of t h e s lop ing fields, mo t t l ed wi th yellows 
of t a n s y and dindel and p e r h a p s of ear ly go ldenrod in 
the fence-ways, of m u s t a r d a n d silver-gilt daisy, t he 
p u r p l e of the vetch, the m a g e n t a of the fireweed a n d 
t h e whi te of t h e immorte l les , m a k e a se t t ing for 
the whi te a n d red homes of the vil lage ly ing s n u g 
a long the floor of this mounta in -wal led s tad ium. T h e 
face of t he g r e a t a rched R o c k is of o r a n g e a n d red 
in te rming led , a n d the cliff of S te . A n n e is r u b y red 
in the eye of the wes te rn sun, while a long the shore 
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at y o u r feet r uns a s t reak of hyacin th aga ins t which 
azure waves are b r e a k i n g in to whi te-crowned surges . 
T h e cliffs of Jo l i and C a n o n lie p u r p l e in the low 
shadows, while the d i s tan t P i c d ' A u r o r e , the sentinel 
of the morn ing , is now the peak of the sunset , as its 
ensanguined t ip catches the hor izontal l ight . I t is all 
as if the se t t ing sun were cas t ing a b roken spec t rum 
of colors afield with u n s p a r i n g hand . 

N o w from the d is tan t church, wave r ing t h r o u g h the 
peace of the evening, comes the ch iming of the A n ­
gé lus—and your day is done. M a y this be you r 
welcome to P e r c é ! 



The St. Lawrence Pathway 
I X 

Cartier in the rain—The Eastern Gate—The oldest of rivers— 
Its historic panorama—Matane and the remoter parishes— 
Riverin's white whale fishery—The seigneuries—The archaic 
mode of life—The origin of the river—Logan's line—Getting 
ashore—Lower parishes—The jaws of Cap-des-Rosiers—Por­
trait of Cartier—The Forillon—La vieille—Le Canada, 
August 19H—Gaspé Bay—De Roquemont's fleet destroyed, 
1629—Avaugour in 1668—Talon's visit, 1672—Wolfe's arrival 
in 1758—Edward VII aground on the bar—The great fleet, 
October 1914—The Bay of Destinies—Gaspé Basin—Penouil 
—Reliques of the "vieux temps"—Early settlements. 

TH E same k ind ly P rov idence which p reven t s us 
f rom choosing o u r p a r e n t s or the place of o u r 

b i r th m a y impose some o the r mode of a p p r o a c h to 
P e r c é for the i m p o r t a n t first impress ion. T h o u g h the 
s t age is a lways set, t he l ights a r e no t a lways t u r n e d 
on, or if t hey a re , they m a y be wrong ly placed. 

N o t every d a y does the sun shine over this spot . 
T h e heavens have a whimsical w a y of l e t t i ng the i r 
fog clouds down over it a n d b lo t t i ng it out , so t h a t 
for a while its ang les a n d its colors are lost ; t he gales 
m a y even t h r e a t e n to blow it o u t ; bu t once there , i t 
m a t t e r s l i t t le whe the r the p lace ba thes itself in r a in 
or fog or sunsh ine ; for each is bound to come a n d 
each will pass . T h e images of all a re essential t o a 
pe r fec t h a r m o n y . 

I t was t he fo r tune of Car t i e r , t h e first of all t o u r ­
ists to ar r ive , t o find the p lace enveloped in fog a n d 

84 



The St. Lawrence Pathway 
ra in . Y o u m a y have Car t i e r ' s luck. Ca r t i e r was a sen­
t imen ta l sk ipper when the sun was shining, b u t he 
was p rosy a n d g l u m enough when he stood on this 
romant i c spot . T h e C a p t a i n had bu r s t ou t in to exp lo ­
sions of B r e t o n n a n t rhetor ic over the th ings he h a d 
encountered out in the Gulf . T h e I s le B r ion , t r ee ­
less a m o n g the M a g d a l e n I s l ands t oday , catches 
good fish, raises good m u t t o n a n d s u p p o r t s t w o or 
th ree families ; bu t of its charms as they seemed to his 
sea-whetted imagina t ion , he pa in t ed a paradis iaca l 
p i c t u r e ; it was a g a r d e n of roses! it was a v ineya rd ! 
t he ve ry Delec tab le I s le itself! B u t for P e r c é on a 
r a iny n igh t he had no p r in tab le vocabulary . 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the a t t rac t ions of the w a y we have 
t a k e n t h r o u g h previous chap te r s there is, af ter all , no 
rou te in A m e r i c a qui te so haloed by the g l a m o u r s of 
the pas t , so laure led by historic association, as the 
o ther p a t h w a y to P e r c é from Quebec down " o u r 
g r e a t r i ve r " of C a n a d a . O p e n e d by Ca r t i e r in 1 5 3 5 , 
on his second j o u r n e y , f rom t h a t day it became the 
g a t e w a y into N e w F r a n c e , as it is now the g a t e w a y 
from out the b u r n i n g heat of the me l t i ng p o t in to the 
calm re t rea t s of old Nouve l le F r a n c e . 

T h e r e is no slight touch of the d r ama t i c in t he fact 
t h a t the lower S t . L a w r e n c e , oldest of r ivers , is t he 
first of all our g r e a t e r N o r t h A m e r i c a n s t r eams whose 
wate r s p a r t e d u n d e r the keel of t he whi te m a n ' s craf t . 
N o t till t en years af ter C a r t i e r passed as fa r as 
H o c h e l a g a on his w a y to " C h i n a , " did D e Soto 
g l impse the Mississippi , n o r for t w e n t y was S i r W a l -
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t e r R a l e i g h to en te r the birth-l ists . T h r e e - q u a r t e r s of 

a c en tu ry were to pass before the Half-Moon spli t 

the H u d s o n , a n d another decade yet to b r i ng the 

Mayflower t o its anchorage . A n d of all the world 

w h a t r iver can d isplay such p a n o r a m a s p r e g n a n t with 

h is tory as have p a r a d e d its wa te r s from the a p ­

proaches of Ca r t i e r and Champla in , its advances and 

r e t r ea t s a long the record of assaults on old Quebec , 

t o the last solemn, s tern processions o u t w a r d laden 

with the hear t ' s blood of the Domin ion wil l ingly to 

be pou red u p o n the a l t a r of t he E m p i r e ? 

So the d u s t y a d v e n t u r e r of t o d a y m a y well t r y to 

divest himself of his mode rn i ty a n d sl ip in to har­

m o n y with the old régime as he p u t s down this his­

tor ic w a t e r w a y . T h e F r e n c h boats which make the 

t r i p will he lp him to do this a n d give him a be t te r set­

t i n g for the rou te , a n d more sat isfying gl impses of the 

mode of life a m o n g the fishing hamle ts of the shores. 

I n the days when the s teamer service down this 

r iver was a t t rac t ive (may they soon r e t u r n ! ) , the re 

was never -end ing cha rm a m o n g the coastwise sett le­

men t s as viewed f rom a convenient anchorage . Stil l 

the spir i t of the place is ashore. T h e life of the lower 

coast still reeks with t he s t r o n g flavor of the old days , 

f a r m o r e so, indeed, t h a n a l o n g the more sophisti­

ca ted B a y C h a l e u r ; a n d the Rivièrcs-à-1'ail a n d 

échalote a r e souvenirs of this a roma. B u t this l and 

rou t e is wi thou t he lp from mode rn contr ivances. O n e 

m a y go by rail from St . F l av i e to M a t a n e , find his 

w a y thence by roads t h a t are p ic turesque indeed, bu t 

r u g g e d , sparse ly do t ted with cot tages not a lways in-
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vi t ing for an overn ight or even for a meal , b u t af ter 
all, qui te possible to one who will seek ou t the best of 
the fishing merchan t s and th row himself on the full-
a rmed hospi ta l i ty of the coast. F r o m the l ine a t the 
west which divides M a t a n e coun ty from G a s p é 
coun ty it is a h u n d r e d a n d th i r ty miles a t leas t t o 
C a p e G a s p é a t the end of the For i l lon . T h e ra i l roads 
l ead ing t h r o u g h the h in te r l and or abou t the shores 
are still d reams , visualized only ye t as chemins pro­
jetés on colonization m a p s , a n d i t is difficult t o see 
what s t ra teg ic or indus t r ia l funct ions should ever 
b r ing them into being. Some of these r emote r par ishes 
of the coast a re still t o me u n t r o d d e n a n d M a t a n e has 
been la rge ly an echo f rom ou t of t he old days when 
the S ieur R ive r in s t rugg led so indust r ious ly wi th the 
help of K i n g a n d I n t e n d a n t to establish the first 
seden ta ry fishery here j u s t when the S ieur D e n y s on 
his Se igneury of P e r c é was fighting hopeless ly; both 
to come to the same hapless end. T h e r e comes a t t imes 
to m y desk a vivacious y o u n g woman , abound ing in 
the love of all the out of doors, A m e r i c a n in her pa t e r ­
nal inher i tance, b u t endued with a graceful louisian 
cognomen, who d raws her m a t e r n a l l ineage from this 
River in who believed, in 1 6 8 8 , t h a t he could m a k e a 
fo r tune a t M a t a n e fishing whi te whales and cod, a n d 
found, in 1 6 9 0 , t ha t the odds and the E n g l i s h were 
aga ins t him. So a p a r t of the i n j u r y which the E n g ­
lish governors of N e w Y o r k p u t u p o n the G a s p é 
coast at M a t a n e has been r e t u r n e d by golden frui t 
from M a t a n e to N e w Y o r k . 

T h e parishes C a p - C h a t and Toure l le , Chris t ie a n d 
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D u c h e s n a y , M o n t - L o u i s a n d Tasche reau , lie in a 
coastwise r i n g abou t t he flanks of the Shickshock 
M o u n t a i n s ; one will look with l ong ing eyes u p o n the 
p ic tu resque embrasures of S t e . A n n e - d e s - M o n t s , of 
M o n t - L o u i s a n d Cap-de- la -Made le ine . Of the old 
seigneuries and par ishes ly ing to the east , I have else­
where wr i t t en . T h e y border the shores where the 
g r e a t r iver g rows broades t a n d its water l ine bends 
d o w n w a r d closer a n d closer t oward the î l e Pe rcée , till 
it ends in the long index finger of the For i l lon . 

I n the Heart of Gaspé some of the chapte rs have 
r u n t h r o u g h these lower se t t lements and a more inti­
m a t e wr i t e r* has pa in t ed seductive p ic tures of S te . 
A n n e - d e s - M o n t s . M o n t - L o u i s , whose religious es tab­
l i shment was b u r n e d by G e n e r a l W o l f e ' s o rder in 
1 7 5 8 , now makes " fa i th and h o m a g e " to an A m e r i c a n 
se igneur . A t least the sa lmon s t r eams do. T h e pic­
tu re s t h r o u g h o u t this coast a re all of a quain t , archaic 
mode , cen te r ing abou t the one qu ickening influence, 
t he fishing; b u t here even this is more c rude and less 
in accord wi th t he historic neatness of p rocedure 
t h a n in the souther ly , more accessible se t t lements . 
O n l y t he seeker of the out-of- the-way or the scientific 
a d v e n t u r e r a m o n g the rocks or the p l an t s , the occa­
sional a n g l e r ( if persona l ly conducted ) , will be found 
a l o n g t h e single concession road , t he s t r eams t h a t 
cross it o r the hills which it s t rugg les to s u r m o u n t . 
T h e r e a re romances all the way , some with b u t a 
fa in t his toric flavor, p e r h a p s only such a n a r o m a as 

* Saint Anne of the Mountains, by Effie Bignell (Gorham 
Press, 1 9 1 2 ) . 
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the g r e a t cavalcade of events u p o n the r iver m a y have 
left in p a s s i n g ; some feeble record of the seigneur­
ies and some of the modes t domest ici ty of the real ly 
simple l ife; b u t there are more tales bur ied in t he 
wa te r s whose measures will never be sung , of s to rms 
and stress, of shipwreck and cas taway aga ins t the 
j a d e d p romontor ies which p ro j ec t thei r black heads 
all a long, as one r a n g e af ter ano ther ends in the sea, 
till a t last the tal l candle of the Cap-des-Ros iers l ight 
flashes its lookout notice to the m a n on the br idge t h a t 
the S t . L a w r e n c e R i v e r has ended a n d the G u l f 
begun . 

H o w e v e r unl ikely it m a y be t h a t the t rave ler will 
t ake this rou te , it is j u s t as inversely cer ta in t h a t he 
can not know the ancient genius of G a s p é wi thou t 
do ing so, for in the shadows of the black shale cliffs of 
this "south shore" is the u n a d u l t e r a t e d and unsophis ­
t icated life of the coast, much as it m u s t have been two 
h u n d r e d years ago all a long the course we have 
followed. 

G e o g r a p h y has m a d e life h a r d a long these combs 
of moun ta ins , b u t it has k e p t it sweet a n d s imple. 
Th i s is, I suppose , one w a y of exp la in ing it all, pe r ­
haps the way tha t "geograph ic con t ro l " would choose 
to p u t it. A n d it would surely seem t h a t if in t h r ee 
h u n d r e d years the r iver the re has found no o ther des­
t iny , it is l ikely to find none. A ra i l road, the h u m a n 
bond t h a t so of ten laughs a t such control , if here to 
t r averse unspeakab le g rades and p u n c t u r e p r o t r u d ­
ing moun ta ins , would accomplish no th ing to change 
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the hab i tudes of the coas t—s ta r t i ng from nowhere 
a n d e n d i n g nowhere . 

W h i l e the re are s imple stories on the south shore 
side of t he g r e a t r iver a n d t r ag ic ones beneath its 
wa te r s , t he re a re more wondrous tales ye t to be un­
raveled f rom these d a r k rock moun ta in s of the doings 
of life in the sea in the fa r -d i s tan t ages of C a m b r i a n 
a n d Ordovic ian t i m e ; ta les whose th reads lie deep, 
only to be woven some day in to a br i l l iant t a p e s t r y of 
life a n d color. O n this coast the geologist has no t yet 
h a d his day . A few desu l to ry h a m m e r blows u p o n the 
cliffs a n d u p the s t reams , a few weeks of has ty sur­
vey ing by the geological m a p make r s , a few observa­
t ions t h r o u g h field glasses, m a d e f rom a s teamer ' s 
deck ; these a r e all t hus far. A n d yet , here in these 
uns tud ied moun ta in s , lie the unrevealed d a t a for 
a d d e n d a t o more t h a n one g r e a t chap t e r of ea r th 
memories , records which m a y well requi re every t ex t ­
book of geology to be revised. Th i s corner of the ea r th 
s t ands r e a d y to r epa i r the conclusions of geological 
science a n d m a n y h u n d r e d s of like a rea lie scat tered 
elsewhere over the wor ld . T h e r e are " T e x t - b o o k s , " 
" P r i n c i p l e s , " " E l e m e n t s , " " M a n u a l s , " "Ph i loso­
p h i e s " of G e o l o g y ; copyr igh ted guides to asp i r ing 
feet! T h e i r mer i t lies in the presen t , bu t fuller knowl­
edge only in the incessant blows of the inspired ham­
m e r — t o o seldom hea rd a m o n g these hills. W i l l 
O t t a w a not u n d e r s t a n d t h a t the chorus of h a m m e r s 
on these cliffs m a y beat ou t a r h y t h m more significant 
t o h u m a n i t y t h a n the i r incessant t a t t o o upon a hun­
d red veins of ore? 
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T h e St . L a w r e n c e wa te r s here cover, we th ink, the 

g r e a t b reak in the ea r th ' s crus t k n o w n as " L o g a n ' s 
l ine ," because infer red by S i r W i l l i a m L o g a n , the 
organizer of the Geological Su rvey of C a n a d a , whose 
m o n u m e n t s tands a t P e r c é . T h o u g h h u m a n eye has 
never seen this " L o g a n ' s l ine," it is no t a creat ion of 
imagina t ion , a convention, as the lines which encircle 
t he p lane t like a catcher 's mask on the face of the 
ear th . I t is the pa th of the g r e a t b reakdown of t he 
rock s t r a t a , where now the r iver flows because the 
crushed a n d weakened rocks out l ined a course for the 
cont inenta l wa te r s . F r o m the beginnings of this an­
cient land, the S t . L a w r e n c e wate r s have h idden this 
ear ly wound in the rocks. A shr ink ing ea r th , a crush­
ing of the less res is tant rocks of the south, n o r t h w a r d 
aga ins t the irresistible L a b r a d o r , m a d e both the r iver 
a n d the moun ta ins of this south shore ; no t indeed the 
mounta ins as we now see them, but the older folds 
whose ancient heights are indicated by the slopes of 
the rocks which the observer can not fail to no te in the 
cliffs themselves. 

A l l this ancient coast is still so unequ ipped t h a t 
nowhere can the r iver craft t ie u p to the shore. T h e 
last wharf is a t Grande -Va l l ée , and from there on 
the s teamers still s t and off in the deeper wa te r s to 
m a k e a l and ing and t r ansh ip passengers a n d freight 
by l igh te r s ; these l ighters being the historic fishing 
chaloupes of l a r g e r size, genera l ly b u t no t a lways 
cleaned u p to meet the demands of capricious people 
who have g rown so fastidious as to objec t to cod-
heads swimming a round loose in the bilge. I t is thus 
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t h e pa s senge r ge t s ashore by d a y o r n igh t , as t he 

case m a y be, in fair wea the r or in foul. H e m a y feel 

t h a t he is t a k i n g a d readfu l chance wi th life and l imb 

as he slips out a t midn igh t t h r o u g h a d a r k hole in the 

hold of the ship, on to a g a n g w a y swing ing back 

a n d for th with the p l u n g i n g of the vessel, into a fish­

i ng boa t danc ing u p and down on the backs of the 

g a l l o p i n g whi te horses, bu t s t r o n g hands , s u p p o r t e d 

b y wel l -balanced legs, gu ide him a n d bestow him 

safely on the t h w a r t s where the waves m a y spi t a t 

h i m ; these hands a n d legs a re backed by hear t s a n d 

heads fearless of t he sea, t o w h o m the waves a r e only 

the scowls or smiles of a n in t ima te f r iend; men like 

J o h n Bichard , of L ' A n s e - a u x - S a u v a g e s , who feel 

safer afloat t h a n ashore. T h e t rave le r is p r e t t y sure to 

l and in securi ty a n d wi thou t o ther exper ience t h a n a 

p r o p e r bap t i sm for his en t ry . I have heard more of the 

old hab i t an t songs in the boats a long this south shore, 

a m o n g the men g o i n g out in t enders to the s teamers , 

o r even a m o n g the sca t tered fishing crews one passes 

off shore, t h a n in any o ther p a r t of Gaspé—th i s , too, 

a n echo of the vieux temps. M a r i u s B a r b e a u has 

been g a t h e r i n g u p the folk stories of this coast in to 

a mos t in te res t ing sheaf. T h e y a re tales which are 

of t t imes echoes f rom F r a n c e , m a d e over to fit the 

G a s p é shores and passed a long from genera t ion to 

g e n e r a t i o n ; a n d the old songs, too , have been p u t 

t oge the r in a p r e t t y poésie by L o r a i n e W y m a n . 

C o m i n g down the r iver road a long the b road wate r s 

f rom F o x R i v e r (R iv iè re -aux- rena rds ) a n d Griffon 

Cove ( L ' A n s e - a u - G r i s - f o n d ) by J e r s e y Cove a n d 
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Drying Racks for the Herring Nets, L'Anse Louise 

t hough qui te conscious of fal l ing short of the real i ty ; 

for here is a r a n g e of moun ta ins spli t lengthwise by 

the waves, thei r spl i t -open hea r t s t and ing over the 

n o r t h e r n wate rs , their south-s loping flanks descend­

ing by the n a t u r a l angle of the rock beds to the wa te r s 

of G a s p é B a y . I t is C a n a d a ' s g r e a t index finger 

po in t ing to the southeast t o w a r d the isles of P e r c é e 

and the lost lands of the g rea t Gul f ; only a gu idepos t 

as b ig as a half r a n g e of moun ta in s split a long its 

back like a cod, is adequa te to such function. I f one 
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Lou i se Cove, p r e t t y indenta t ions where t h e fishing 

beaches a r e busy enough, the shore road ends a t C a p -

des-Rosiers , and this cape is to the sk ipper the end of 

t he S t . L a w r e n c e R i v e r ; b u t f rom the re runs on t h e 

marvelous ly s lender finger of l and to C a p e G a s p é 

and Sh iphead—the For i l lon , the finistère, a most re ­

markab l e s t r e t ch—and I have before this le t t h e ink 

flow freely in t r y i n g to depict it. I like to t r y , even 
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would see the sna r l i ng tee th t h a t have cut these moun­
ta ins in half he needs b u t t o s t and on the cliffs of 
Ros ie rs as the wave-bat ta l ions come p o u n d i n g in f rom 
across the vas t r iver m o u t h u n d e r the drive of a nor ' -
easter , a n d no one knows the stories of the lost craf t 
whose bones have been b roken on these a n g r y reefs. 
T h e low, black shale cliffs of Cap-des-Ros iers have 
now the finest l ighthouse in C a n a d a , b u t g ruesome 
tales are to ld of false and l u r i n g l ights ashore which, 
before its day , sometimes snared the bestead sk ippers 
in to the wrecker ' s toils. T h e r e a r e very tangib le evi­
dences all a long of the feast of the waves and the 
r e j ec ted f r agmen t s of the i r g a r g a n t u a n appe t i tes . 
B e n e a t h t he cliffs a n d a long the bayside a t the l i t t le 
s ta t ions a re here and there cannon of old F r e n c h or 
E n g l i s h p a t t e r n s which have been hauled u p from 
fa thoms of wa te r , and it was f rom one of the old 
houses in the ancient hamle t of Ros ie rs Cove t h a t the 
venerable medal l ion p o r t r a i t of J a c q u e s Ca r t i e r 
c a m e — a roman t i c souvenir out of a dim, uncer ta in 
pas t , whose s to ry has been told before.* Th i s inter­
es t ing rel ique is the s te rn shield of some square-ended 
craf t t h a t wen t ashore on the rocks of Rosiers , the 
" C a r t i e r Cliffs," as they should be called. N o t rad i ­
t ion of this ship survives here and no record has been 
found a m o n g the mar ine archives of S t . M a l o which 
m i g h t identify it. This medal l ion made , I am assured 
by those who ough t to know, of C a n a d i a n white pine, 
was uncovered some years ago in pu l l i ng down the 
oldest house in the se t t lement , where it had been bat-

* Revue Canadienne, Jan. , 1910; France-Amérique, 1910; Froc. 
N. Y. State Hist. Association, 1910; Heart of Gaspé, p. 159. 
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t ened in be tween the ou te r a n d inner skins of a 
closed-up window hole. T h e deep a n d finely cut por ­
t ra i t , t w e n t y inches across, is t h a t of a b lack-bearded 
Ma lou in sk ipper wi th tu f t ed bonne t and loose sur­
tou t , and the reverse of the shield bears the deeply 
weathered cut- in da te , 1 7 0 4 , and the initials J. C. 
T h e fine figure was, I th ink with others , doubtless in­
t ended to r ep resen t the face of the Discoverer and , if 
so, whether or no t it is a t ru th fu l p ic ture , it is the old­
est known a t t e m p t a t one. 

S t r a n g e indeed t h a t this po r t r a i t , which so l ong 
an teda t e s the of t - reproduced p ic tu re of Ca r t i e r in the 
Hote l -de -Vi l l e of S t . Ma lo , should have been found 
bare ly fifteen miles away from the spot where the 
g r e a t sk ipper m a d e his historic l and ing in G a s p é B a y 
and set u p the lilies of his sovereign of F r a n c e . 

T h e n a m e For i l l on a t tached to this finger of l and 
m u s t come back to s tay on the m a p of C a n a d a — i t has 
been too long obscured a n d forgot ten . I t is venerable ; 
C h a m p l a i n and Lesca rbo t used it and it would no t 
seem from Champla in ' s use of it ( 1 6 0 3 ) t h a t he in­
vented it. W e do not know how it c a m e ; it m a y be 
some derivat ive of the word forer, t o dril l , as has often 
been sugges ted ; and by the drill have been m e a n t the 
rock peninsu la itself fifteen miles long on the B a y 
side and a q u a r t e r mile across four miles f rom its 
t i p ; or, the dr i l l -shaped rock columns then s t and ing 
a t the end of the cape , worn free by the sea, La vieille 
and Le vieillard, now gone , b u t common enough on 
all rocky coasts exposed to t u r b u l e n t seas. O v e r in 
N e w f o u n d l a n d , in Ava lon , is a place called F e r r y -
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l and , which was re fe r red to by a n E n g l i s h sk ipper , 
C a p t a i n W h i t b o u r n e , as ea r ly as 1 6 1 9 , * o r F o r i l a n d , 
qu i te obviously a n E n g l i s h concept ion of Forillon, 
a n o t h e r spo t on t h e coast w h e r e rock towers stood. 
B u t the E n g l i s h have bea ten ou t of all semblance to 
sense t h e p lace-names of old Quebec . T h e list is a l o n g 
one, wi th a wreckage as r idiculous as r eg re t t ab l e . 
A v a l o n has i ts F e r r y l a n d firmly set in E n g l i s h soil. 
L e t G a s p é keep her Fo r i l l on free f rom bas t a rdy . 

T h e rock t o w e r a t t he end of the For i l lon , t he O l d 
W o m a n , La vieille, was only a fisherman's fancy, a 
s p o r t of t h e waves. I t was a new face t h a t s tood ou t 
g r a v e n on these cliffs in A u g u s t , 1 9 1 4 , s t e rn - fea tu red 
a n d beaut i fu l , h igh above the reach of the b ru i t i ng 
waves , its gaze set ou t to the east over the b road gul f 
wa te r s . W h e n t h e memorab le Oc tober days came, all 
t he fleet of t he g r e a t first overseas con t ingen t l ined 
u p benea th t h e eyes of this new genius of G a s p é , as 
t hey assembled in t he B a y . A far- f lung t h o u g h t con­
ceived this fine chiseled a n d majes t i c face a t the por ­
ta l , s t a n d i n g g u a r d by the historic g a t e w a y , into 
C a n a d a send ing af te r he r fleet of sons the cha rge to 
d u t y — a l l too well fulfilled. 

H o w often these b roken flanks of moun ta in s which 
m a k e the F o r i l l o n have gazed u p o n momen tous 
events p a r a d i n g the wa te r s of G a s p é B a y . I n between 
t h e m D e R o q u e m e n t scurr ied wi th his s u p p l y ships 
in t ended for the s t a rv ing t enan t s of Quebec when the 
fleets of K i r k e were sna tch ing N e w F r a n c e f rom the 
h a n d of C h a m p l a i n ( 1 6 2 9 ) , and here they were found, 

* Kirke, First English Conquest of Canada. 
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"Canada," Shiphead, the Outpost of Quebec, October, 1914-

Onontio of N e w F r a n c e , on his w a y homeward , sent 
his memor ia l t o Colber t , in which he declared t he S t . 
L a w r e n c e the en t r ance to "wha t m a y be m a d e the 
g r ea t e s t S t a t e in the wor ld . " T h e puzzled opposi t ion 
of the venerable L a v a l , the r iotous orgies in Quebec 
over free-flowing b r a n d y , followed by the divine dis­
p leasure evinced in the e a r t h q u a k e of 1 6 6 3 , com­
passed the collapse of A v a u g o u r ' s g o v e r n m e n t . B u t 
t ime is l o n g ; it m a y be ye t . 
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c a p t u r e d a n d sunk. T o this d a y the re are stories of 
these sunken vessels l y ing a t t he bo t t om of the u p p e r 
wa te r s of the B a y , bur ied in the m u d and slime of 
t h r ee h u n d r e d years , bu t said ye t t o be k n o w n to the 
fishermen who have now a n d aga in fouled a rus t ed 
anchor or some other piece of ship 's g e a r in no g r e a t 
d e p t h of water . 

I t was f rom G a s p é t h a t A v a u g o u r , t he short- l ived 
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Colonel W o l f e came in 1758 with his mys te r ious 

" c a r g o of houses , " which he sp read ou t on the beach 

a t G r a n d e - G r è v e while he w e n t on to des t roy the set­

t l e m e n t a t Penou i l , his r e luc t an t t a sk t h o u g h it was , 

t o c lear t he w a y to Quebec a n d to his own immor ta l 

dea th . Of this expedi t ion, w h a t is found in G a s p é and 

w h a t is left behind in the sands of Pen insu l a , I have 

w r i t t e n elsewhere.* 

I t was on the sand ba r of G a s p é B a y , too, t ha t the 

y o u n g P r i n c e of W a l e s , a f t e rwa rd to be E d w a r d 

V I I , had his first contac t with the soil of the A m e r i ­

can wor ld , a n a p p r o p r i a t e welcome to this coast, for 

his ship r a n a g r o u n d of a b lus te r ing n ight . So G a s p é 

B a y in t he h is tory of C a n a d a has been the B a y of 

G r e a t e r Des t in ies . I t s shores a re the or iginal N e w 

F r a n c e . O n t h e m was first p l an t ed the Chr is t ian cross 

in all this g r e a t new domain . W h i l e the bearded 

M a l o u i n s of Ca r t i e r ' s crew cu t a n d s t r i pped the 

sp ruce logs a n d spiked t h e m toge the r in to the sacred 

symbol , ha l f -naked Gaspes i ans gazed in wonder f rom 

ba rk canoes a n d the thickets of spruce u p o n these 

s t r a n g e doings . A l l were indeed unconscious specta­

to rs of the t r emendous significance of this act. A n d 

y e t t oday , nea r ly four h u n d r e d yea r s since Ca r t i e r 

the Discoverer , took over this coun t ry in the n a m e of 

t he L o r d a n d of his K i n g , no m o n u m e n t s tands t o 

m a r k the place of this t r emendous event. I n all this 

g r e a t Chr i s t i an c o u n t r y of C a n a d a , p r o u d of t he 

romances and t rad i t ions of its old régime and re s t ing 

its h is tory u p o n this s ta t ion of the cross, none has 

* See p. 113 ; also Heart of Gaspé, p. 142. 
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raised here a memoria l of this momentous act. Cross­
i n g the ba r to reach G a s p é H a r b o r , one m a y a t least 
m a k e the sign of the cross in his hear t . A movement 
which has recent ly been i n a u g u r a t e d wi th t he genera l 
s u p p o r t of the societies of C a n a d a interes ted in the 
commemora t ion of g lowing events in he r his tory, 
would set a p a r t and consecrate to the m e m o r y of the 
Discoverer a new or remodeled l ighthouse on this 
Cape of Gaspé , Shiphead, whose p r o m o n t o r y m u s t 
have been Car t i e r ' s menac ing first landfal l as he bea t 
nor th from P e r c é unde r heavy gales, f rom which he 
took refuge in the B a y . T h e r e is still no ce r t a in ty of 
the spot where Car t i e r went ashore and set u p his em­
blems of sovereignty. C o m m o n opinion, based on t r a ­
dition and es t imate of the chances, has long placed it 
a t the g r e a t sand ba r of S a n d y Beach which s t re tches 
out from the south, near ly s t r ang l ing the B a y and its 
u p p e r e n d ; bu t a closer s tuden t of Car t i e r ' s log a n d 
his record of wind and s torm, F a t h e r Pacif ique, in­
clines to th ink t h a t this l a n d i n g was ac tua l ly u p o n the 
shores a t the open ing of the G a s p é Bas in . I n fact, the 
reverend scholar would have the l and ing spo t a t Y o r k 
beach near the old F r u i n g fish s tat ion, r igh t u n d e r 
the presen t ra i l road t e rminus . I t is cer ta in ly no less 
i m p o r t a n t to the P rov ince of Quebec to know the 
precise spot where t he Discoverer of C a n a d a consum­
mated the premier act , t han it is to the Y a n k e e s to 
know a n d worship the P l y m o u t h R o c k whereon the 
foundat ion of their S t a t e was laid.* 

* The peppery Béchard, who was school inspector in Gaspé in 
1857, says that he visited a school on the Bay shore between the 
Basin and Cap-aux-os, a settlement eight miles away, basely 
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W h e n the eye of t he voyageur , looking out a long 

t h e scythe of cliffs which m a k e the For i l lon , has 

reached the u p s t a n d i n g p r o w of Sh iphead or C a p e 

G a s p é , it will be a n idle a n d unsen t imen ta l body t h a t 

does not follow the eye, a n d s u r m o u n t i n g this p r o m ­

on to ry , j o y in t he unpa ra l l e l ed sensat ion of s t and­

i n g on the eas te rnmos t po in t of the A p p a l a c h i a n 

m o u n t a i n sys tem. A l l else is sea. H o w e v e r fa r the 

m o u n t a i n s m a y have r u n ou t in to t h a t domain now 

ru led by the wa te r s , here is the i r p resen t s tand , still 

hopelessly defiant. Such d igni ty , such defiance, such 

helplessness as this should a w a k e fires of r everen t 

m e m o r y for the g r e a t e r pa s t of this coast. 

F r o m the C a p e in land a long the B a y are the 

G u e r n s e y shores. T h e m e n of J e r s e y m u s t have to ld 

the i r b ro the r fishermen of G u e r n s e y about the g r e a t 

p romise of t he G a s p é coast, for it was no t t i l l a f te r 

t he J e r s e y m e n were well established a n d t h e g r e a t 

R o b i n C o m p a n y was in t he full t ide of i ts p r o s p e r i t y 

t h a t the G u e r n s e y m e n came out ; and when they came 

i t w a s t o find all t h e good fishing beaches on the 

g r e a t e r coast a l r eady t a k e n over by the i r is land 

ne ighbors . So t hey w e n t to t he s teep, s lop ing cliffs of 

the s lender Fo r i l l on peninsu la where the sea on the 

B a y side h a d cut a l o n g row of d iminut ive , crescent-

shaped coves into the rock walls a n d lined the i r bot­

toms with graves or beaches of smooth, coarse peb-

known now as Cape Ozo, and asked the children to tell him the 
name of the discoverer of Canada, at which they shouted in con­
cert, "James Carter" ! "Et cela," explodes the inspector, "à 
l'endroit même où le navigateur malouin plantait une croix, il y à 
trois siècles passés !" 





T h e old F r u i n g grave at the Grande-Grève. 
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bles. " G o e s , " these li t t le endroi ts a re called in the 
nor th of Sco t l and ; places where the waves have 
pounded out the ends of g r ea t pr i sms of rock. 

T o this remote gnomon of l and came W i l l i a m 
Simon, the first of the G u e r n s e y families, some t ime 
in the 1790's, and established himself well down the 
peninsula where there had been a se t t lement of Mic­
mac Ind ians , a spot known amongs t the F r e n c h fish­
e rmen as L ' A n s e - a u x - S a u v a g e s . F r o m S t . P e t e r p o r t 
soon came others, whose names still garn ish the coast 
— R o b e r t s , Gaveys , Bichards , L e h u q u e t s , Lenfes tys , 
E s n o u f s and L e Masur ie r s , and , as they came, they 
founded their homes high on the s loping hillsides 
above the rock-walled goes, while the l i t t le beaches 
beneath gave them j u s t room enough to ca r ry for­
w a r d their business of the fishing. L i f e is never qui te 
wha t it was before, once one has seen this finger 
moun ta in r ange . O n the way from the C a p e you will 
t ravel the well-rut ted, g rass -grown road, below which, 
u n d e r the eaves of the hill, the G u e r n s e y m e n had 
lodged themselves almost like swallows, in locations 
of unsurpassed beauty . T o w a r d the far end of the 
road a broad te r race has been cu t in to the s teep hill 
slope and its surface is like a g r e a t p a r k greened over 
by the g rowing crops, an aerial p l a t fo rm on these 
moun ta in flanks. F a r below the road it lies, and far 
above the sea. O u t to the verge of this g rassy p la t ­
form, where it is cut off by a l i t t le bu rn , lies the 
depression which makes I n d i a n Cove, L ' A n s e - a u x -
Sauvages , t he seat of t he Simons. T h e se t t lement 
founded by W i l l i a m Simon spread itself ear ly. P e r -

101 



L'île Percée 
h a p s the re is no older E n g l i s h family in G a s p é t h a n 

the S imons of I n d i a n Cove, still there , whose ances­

to rs lie in the l i t t le b u r y i n g g r o u n d nea r the church 

which looks out over the B a y , the predecessor of 

which is believed to have been the first P r o t e s t a n t 

church erected in all G a s p é . T h e Guernseymen , who, 

like the other is landers of L a Manche , t h e Sleeve of 

wa te r t h a t ensheaths t he a r m which keeps F r a n c e 

a n d E n g l a n d asunder , were rovers of the sea a n d 

fishermen at l a rge , came here to p ly their apostolic 

t r a d e on the li t t le crescent beaches ly ing between the 

g r e a t saw-teeth of the rock cliffs. 

Across the b r idge from an ancient windmill and 

u p the slope a l i t t le way back from the road and 

h a n g i n g close to t h e edge of the veloured cliff, was 

the home plot of the Bichard family. T h e r e still stood 

the cellar walls of the first of the Bichard houses, a 

y o u n g m a n ' s home, buil t for his br ide soon after he 

had b rough t her out from St . P e t e r p o r t ; so m a n y 

years ago now t h a t his son is a m a n of seventy. I t 

served well in its day, bu t it had to come down when 

t h a t son took a br ide for himself from the G r a n d e -

G r è v e fa r ther u p the B a y and for her built a new 

home only a few ya rds away, but still nea re r to the 

cliff edge. Such independent , versati le ar t isans , these 

G u e r n s e y m e n ! The i r homes were not shacks, shanties, 

lean-tos or wickiups, bu t wel l -carpentered, double or 

t r ip le-skinned, c lapboarded and shingled houses with 

m a n y windows and well-paneled doors. J o h n Bichard 

drove every nail and dowel, fastened every board, 

m a d e every window sash and paneled door ; in o ther 
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Land-and-seascape on the Forillon 

in the sea and his neighbors, lived without doctors 
and died well-ripened without d rugs . 

I t was here I s t rode in. O n e of the windows of m y 
room looked out upon a ga l le ry and then across miles 
of the blue-green G a s p é B a y to the g r a y hills of 
Chien-Blanc, which faded into red as they na r rowed 
inward to L ' A n s e - B r i l l a n t and ou tward to P o i n t e -
S t . - P e t e r at the south por ta l , while in the far back­
g round above them rose the pu rp l e , d i s tan t m o u n t a i n 
t o p of S te . Anne -de -Pe rcé . T h e other window gave a 
p a n o r a m a u p the B a y toward the Bas in , f ramed on 
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words , he buil t his house with his own hands a n d 
took vast p r ide it in. B ichard was not a housesmith 
bu t a f isherman; but the old-t ime f isherman of this 
coast was p r epa red for every emergency, p u t his faith 
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one side by the roof-like slope of the long peninsula 
where the hills of our side came down evenly to the 
water edge, save for the little reentrant goes, past 
L'Anse-St.-George and the Grande-Grève to where 
the Little Gaspé protrudes its gray, spruce-crowned 
headland. At the tip of the view were the smoke 
clouds, hanging over the lumber mills on the great 
sand bar that chokes the entrance to the Basin of 
Gaspé harbor in which the hotels and homes of this 
metropolis are tucked away out of sight of approach­
ing visitors. To these high galleries over the sea there 
come moments, as the evening glow is settling out 
of the west over the golden waters, when it is difficult 
not to picture the parades of sea-craft whose prows 
have split this historic bay ; Cartier's Petite Hermine, 

the ships of Champlain and Frontenac, of Talon and 
Iberville, of Marquette and LaVerendrye, of all the 
long roster of governors, intendants and missioners; 
the fleets of Phipps and Kirke, of Wolfe, and, on 
that October 1, in 1 9 1 4 , the great fleet of Canada 
with its first contingent for the world struggle 
against the seed of Pyrrha. To crawl out of bed 
at two in the morning, while the stars are blazing, 
to stagger down to the crescent beach in the dark with 
a smoky "Paul Revere" lantern, a half loaf and a 
bottle of water, to get the heavy flat afloat, then, after 
ten hours of fishing, ten, fifteen or twenty miles 
away, of constant pulling up, forever pulling up, for 
cod are like logs on the end of the line, to return to 
the beach, split and dress the day's catch, "back" it 
up the ladders to the drying flakes, perhaps three or 
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L'ancien régime at Grande-Grève 

fish if he doesn ' t w a n t to . A n d so it br ings N a t u r e ' s 

independence of spiri t . 

T h e G r a n d e - G r è v e is the g rea t beach, g r ea t only 

for this shore; a half-moon of sand whereon a g r e a t 

fishing business g rew u p early unde r the activities of 

the J a n v r i n s , the F r u i n g s and the H y m a n s . T h e resi­

dence of the manage r s of the J e r s e y firms, the J a n ­

vrins and the F r u i n g s , p robab ly the oldest of the bet­

te r homes on this lower coast of Gaspé , still s t aggers 

in its decrepi tude and abandonment , and though it 
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four quin ta l—al l this before "breakfas t , " and with 

the he r r ing nets to be set or the squid to be j i g g e d for 

before bed- t ime—this is a day ' s work . A n e ight -hour 

day ! B u t this is a day tha t br ings happiness and con­

t en t in an a tmosphere of good will and fidelity a n d 

it has one g r a n d compensa t ion—the fisherman doesn ' t 
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has g r o w n old, its romant i c associations have r e t r ea t ed 

in to a p leas ing background . M e m o r y challenges the 

d a y s when the harves t of the sea wen t out to all the 

historic po r t s of the M e d i t e r r a n e a n a n d the Brazi ls 

in the C o m p a n y ' s own craf t , t he days when the 

sk ippers in the fullness of thei r p r ide in thei r ships 

were won t to have t h e m pa in t ed in gouache by N e a ­

po l i t an ar t i s t s . A b o v e me now as I wr i te hangs such 

a p ic tu re , f ramed in old H o n d u r a s m a h o g a n y , of the 

Janvrin of Jersey, 1845, r i d ing a t anchor , full sail 

a n d full flag, in t he calm roads of N a p l e s , Vesuvius 

belching s team in the background , M e d i t e r r a n e a n 

blue in the sky overhead and in the r i p p l i n g sea be­

nea th . P r i d e spoke a loud when the shipmaster , no t 

con ten t wi th r i d ing a t anchor in the blue bay, would 

have the a r t i s t also pa in t h im scudding close-hauled 

t h r o u g h the fog and s to rm of the n o r t h A t l an t i c . 

T h e y a re ex t r emely beaut i ful a n d technically accu­

r a t e p ic tures a n d hold t oday the bril l iancy of their 

colors, the i r aegean blues of sea a n d sky. Se ldom 

were they done in oil, t h o u g h the C. R . C. establish­

m e n t a t P a s p e b i a c has a ga l le ry of i ts vessels exe­

cuted thus . I n a m o n g s t the homes of the descendants 

f rom these ear ly sh ipmasters one sees here and there 

these beaut i fu l M e d i t e r r a n e a n p ic tures . M o s t of 

those t h a t have come to m y notice have been of tops ' l -

schooners, br igs , b r igan t ines a n d he rmaphrod i t e br igs , 

t h a t sailed f rom J e r s e y in to G a s p é B a y and out ; the 

John LeBoutillier of Gaspé, Geo. and Mary, Au­

rora a n d Janvrin, of J e r s e y , the last sail ing from its 

s ta t ions a t the G r a n d e - G r è v e and B o n a v e n t u r e 
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I s l and . T h e y were the days when r e t u r n i n g capta ins 
b rough t home the curiously wrough t p roduc t s of 
foreign po r t s and there are still t oday to be found 
a m o n g the old families of this coast bizarre pot ter ies 
b rough t out an age ago from the coun t ry fairs of 
P o r t u g a l . H e r e and at B o n a v e n t u r e I s l and , off P e r c é , 
the J a n v r i n s carr ied on their business, far away from 
the inquisitive por t s of E u r o p e , and if they indulged 
their oppor tuni t ies for tes t ing their le t ters of m a r q u e 
a n d repr isal , the re were few questions to be answered . 

B u t we are pass ing and mus t leave this all behind, 
for out of the evening of the vieux temps rises G a s p é 
B a s i n — G a s p é par excellence. L y i n g ent renched be­
hind the bars of the two g rea t r ivers , Y o r k and D a r t ­
mouth , and border ing a secure and beautiful harbor , 
it has long been the capi ta l of the coast, the seat of 
generous hospital i ty and refinement and the comfort­
able summer home of those who choose the G a s p é air 
t amed of its asperit ies. Since the day of W o l f e , 
G a s p é Bas in has been quite wholly Eng l i sh . I f it 
lacks something of the old flavor a long its board 
walks and in the homes t ha t aline themselves a long 
its hillside, there is a rich and mellow a tmosphere of 
E n g l i s h t rad i t ion which gives it an individuali ty. T o 
the passer the inducement to s tay is s t rong , and to 
m a n y a visitor its hospi tal i ty is irresistible. 

B u t with this G a s p é B a y u n d e r ou r eyes we m u s t 
s top a moment for a word to expl icate its ex t r ao rd i ­
na ry origin. 
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X 

The ancient and modern topography—Rias Coast—Stability of 

the North Atlantic—The Basin—Gaspé as it mas—The Penouil 

—Reliques of the old régime—Wolfe's attack on the settlement 

—Encampment on the Grande-Grève—Destruction of the Pe­

nouil, Mont-Louis, Pabos, Grande-Rivière and Miramichi— 

Commander Wakeham—A daughter of Arnold's Bluff—The 

Nor'west—The Sou'west—The Manhattan Elevated and At­

lantic terminal—Loyalists of Douglastown—Point St. Peter— 

Sentinel Islands—Malbay—Barachois and the Seigneury— 

Percé Cliffs from C orner-of-the-B each—Percé itself. 

THERE are very few places in this world where 
the ancient topography of a country which it 

acquired in the very making has been unaltered with 
time and is still retained in the present configuration ; 
but this is the case on these broken gulf shores. In 
late Devonian times Gaspé was crumpled into low 
mountain ranges whose ends projected into the sea. 
We call the Gaspé shore a rias coast, one in which the 
sea has found its way into the original intermontane 
valleys and still remains there. Gaspé Bay lies in the 
original trough, the syncline or the intermontane of 
the Devonian mountains, and its hill slopes are the 
crests of those ancient rock folds, the anticlines. Its 
waters run sixteen miles into the land and at its head 
the Bay is divided, into it flowing the York and Dart­
mouth rivers, which nearly follow the lines of these 
ancient rock troughs. The St. John river, coming out 
at Douglastown on the south side of the Bay, seems 
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to have its course, too, gu ided by another of these 
ancient rock valleys. O n the Gu l f south of G a s p é 
B a y is the broad indenta t ion of the M a l b a y a n d its 
incoming river is aga in the m a r k of a low rock t rough . 
T h e r a g g e d and bold front of Pe rcé , which makes the 
south bounda ry of the Ma lbay , is a mass of close rock 
folds pinched toge ther and divided by a l i t t le s t r eam 
where the folds broke down in a faul t of dislocation. 
P a s s i n g from the minor into the m a j o r l ineaments of 
this M a r i t i m e coast, the whole out l ine of N o v a 
Scotia and its bound ing waters are likewise dependen t 
upon the ancient course of the rock folds; and all 
this h a r m o n y of g e o g r a p h y speaks s t rong ly of the 
stabili ty of the coast d u r i n g its l a te r history. T h e r e 
was a swamping of these old lands in days when the 
Devon ian mounta ins were still new and reached far 
out into the Gulf, and swamped they have remained 
ever since t h rough the ages, t hough the sp read of the 
flood was lessened in their la te r elevation to thei r 
p resen t place. A l l a long are evidences of local coun­
te rba lanc ing wa rp ings—the t ee te r ing of the land , 
down here and u p there , bu t they a re ha rd ly to be 
reckoned as impor t an t modifications of the long- t ime 
stabili ty of this N o r t h A t l an t i c coast. 

L e t us now r e t u r n to Gaspé , its b road wate r s on 
the Y o r k River or Sou 'west A r m , and a t the no r th 
the N o r ' w e s t A r m or D a r t m o u t h R i v e r ; i t is the 
germina l spot of the E n g l i s h his tory of the coast. I t s 
r e t r ea t from the open sea helps to lift the fog veil and 
fend off the harsh winds ; here ga rdens bloom, the 
app le and the p l u m m a t u r e , even the I n d i a n corn, 
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dwar fed bu t sweet, r ipens ,* and a far - famed hostelry-
sp reads its comfortable embrace, t W i t h the spruce-

g reen hills s loping close down to its homes and water ­
sides, its po r t do t t ed with the craft of m a n y seas, it 

* The Gaspé corn, or maize, which grows only in protected 
spots, attains a height of about three feet, blossoms quickly and 
produces ears about three inches long, of very sweet kernels. I 
have no authentic knowledge of its origin but the impression pre­
vails that it is a derivative of stock cultivated by the aborigines, 
but which may have naturally come from farther west and have 
degenerated by adaptation. My experiments in raising this corn 
in my own latitude resulted in plants six to eight inches in height, 
which quickly ripened ears about the size of one's thumb joint , 
carrying a few scattered kernels. Thus the Gaspé corn seems 
to be quite thoroughly adjusted to Gaspé conditions. Another 
experiment with corn in Gaspé is worth recording. Some kernels 
of the great Cuzco corn from the high slopes of the Peruvian 
Andes were planted in various exposed places at Gaspé, Percé, 
and L'Anse-au-Beaufils. The plants grew enormously, reaching 
heights of ten to eighteen feet, with vast stocks like a man's arm, 
but they never matured. Some of the same corn planted in my own 
latitude also failed to mature but grew even higher. 

f So far-famed indeed that a letter addressed to "Baker's 
Hotel , Province of Quebec," would find its way. It is an institu-
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I l l 

was, when I knew it first in its p u r e r air, a p lace of 
l anguorous vision, flourishing in active industr ies and 
fat on prospects of g r ea t e r weal th, in oil, coal, in sil­
ver, in kerosene shales, in the d reams of a m igh ty 
seapor t which would cut short the t r ansa t l an t i c 
thoroughfa re and of a colossal ra i l road t e rmina l to 
serve it. Some of these remain a n d some have passed 
away, though leaving at least one m o n u m e n t in the 
mansion on the bluff across the Bas in , F o r t R a m s a y , 
where E n g l i s h g u n s long stood g u a r d and E n g l i s h 
money housed the capta ins of the pe t ro leum " indus­
t r y . " B u t aside from the a t t rac t ive homes of those 
t ha t come and go and those tha t s tay, and the w a r m 
embrace of " B a k e r ' s , " G a s p é has o ther a n d older 
t races of serious endeavor . Across the Nor 'wes t A r m 
on the g rea t ba r of Pen insu la , the ancient Penoui l , 
a re the buried remains of the F r e n c h "cus tom house ," 
or residence of the I n t e n d a n t , with the li t t le c luster of 
the set t lement which W o l f e found a n d des t royed in 
his adven tu re of 1758. Si lent witnesses of a more 
dramat ic age, there still lie in the sand, invi t ing the 
search of whomever will, reliques of the old régime, 
coins of various Louis , official lead seals, flint-locks 
with quant i t ies of white flints b rough t out from the 
chalk cliffs of F r a n c e , D u t c h and F lemish pipes , 

tion of the coast almost historic now; the delightful summer home 
of delightfully informal people. Little by little as the demand 
has grown, its benignant proprietor has added to it a bay window 
here, an oriel there, wings as required, until it has acquired an 
architecture which can only be described as "Gaspesian." Into 
its large embrace has recently come the beautiful home of that 
Magister of the Gaspé coast, the late Commander William 
Wakeham. 
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bri l l iant-set shoe buckles which adorned the feet of 
some cavalier, and all the débris left by hur r ied exit 
a n d by the fires which followed. M r . F r e d e r i c k Rich­
mond , whose intel l igent enthusiasm has uncovered 
m a n y of the reliques obtained here and which are now 
deposi ted in the collections of the Châ teau de R a m e -

N 

The French ovens excavated at Peninsida, elevation restored, 
and a part of the baking floor as uncovered by F. J. 
Richmond 

zay, has recent ly laid ba re the floor of the g r e a t com­
m u n i t y oven or bake-shop, its bricks set in mosaic 
p a t t e r n s and its ovens, four in number , placed about 
th ree sides, two on the long side and one at each end, 
the o ther long side open ing on the mix ing floor.* 

P e n i n s u l a was the Péninsule of the F r e n c h , the 
Pcnouil of the Basques , sometimes the Penisle. O n e 

* Mr. and Miss Richmond have prepared an account of this 
discovery, which it is hoped will be printed in the Bulletin of the 
Antiquarian Society of Montreal where the other accounts of this 
settlement have been recorded. They have permitted me to use 
two of their sketches here. 
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of the series of fine engravings made from sketches 
drawn by Capt. H e r v e y Smyth, Wolfe 's aide-de­
camp, in 1758, has left us a conception of the location 
of the Intendant's house and the settlers' huts around 
it. Quite recently an account of this expedition from 
the journal of Capt. Thomas Bell, the Colonel's (not 
yet a General) most trusted aide, has come to light 
and by the courtesy of Mr. Richmond, I have had 
the opportunity of consulting it. I t gives many details 
of this historic raid on the coast which have not been 
recorded in Wolfe 's reports and letters; and as the 
story fits into our mood and the scenery it may well be 
appended here. The entire fleet which had sailed out 
of Louisbourg Harbor A u g u s t 29, arrived in Gaspé 
B a y September 4 and anchored at the Grande-Grève, 
ten miles below the settlement. I t was a notable array : 
Six ships of the line, Royal William, Sir Charles 
Hardy's flagship (and which was to be General 
Wolfe's funeral ship back to Eng land a year thence) ; 
Bedford, Captain Fowkes ; Vanguard, Captain 
Scranton; Devonshire, Captain Gordon; Lancaster, 

Captain Mann; Pembroke, Captain Simcoe; the 
frigates Juno and Kennington; six transports with 
Amherst's, Anstruther's and Bragg's regiments 
aboard, some fireships and an advance sloop armed 
with howitzers and six-pounders. The anchor cables 
were out by two o'clock and Colonel W o l f e went up 
the bay at once to reconnoitre the settlement, sending 
Captain Bel l forward with a flag of truce to the 
Intendant, M. Révolte, "the Lord of the Seigneury," 
as he is called in that journal. Révolte had recently 
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died and most of the settlers, learning of the approach 
of the ships, had fled to the woods, leaving their pos­
sessions behind. Wolfe found a few of the settlers, 
among them "one Pierre Arbour," who may have 
been the ancestor of the bearers of that name in 
Gaspé, and the Intendants Commissary, all of whom 
he sent out to round up those who had run away. 
"The next morning," the journal says, "we went up 
again with Cols. Murray and Howe, and found about 
3 0 0 0 quintal of fish in stacks. In the magazines were 
great numbers of nets, hooks, fishing-lines, some bar­
rels of gunpowder, some brandy and pork. There 
were also a few cattle, sheep, ducks and fowl belong­
ing to Révolte. Amherst's Light Infantry landed 
and took possession of this settlement consisting of 
Revoke's house, a good magazine, a smith's shop with 
its utensils, about 5 huts, the fish, 25 chaloupes, 6 
canoes and a large sloop going to Quebec." As the 
settlers who had run away showed no sign of return­
ing, the next morning, the 6th , Colonel Wolfe, with 
Captain Bell went up the "hither" arm, the Dart­
mouth, after them. There they found a good many, 
Madame Révolte among them, and all were made to 
promise to come down to "Penisle" (Penouil). Next 
morning, Wolfe, in this preliminary recasting of New 
France, ran his boats as far as he could up the 
"thither" arm, the York. There he found a few men, 
was entrapped in a morass and on the way back set 
fire to a sawmill "just bye, where we found a vast 
number of planks . . . and 3 houses which blazed 
very handsomely to the no small grief of the poor 
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T h e view across the Baie de la Malbaie, a few miles 
north of Barachois. 

Photograph by Rush P. Marshall 
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people . " Th i s ancestral sawmill has left its descend­

a n t " j u s t bye , " t o the no small grief of visitors t o 

these historic scenes. O n the days following, Colonel 

W o l f e rounded u p all the set t lers of the " P e n i s l e " 

except six, " i t be ing so very d a r k , " set fire to all the 

bui ldings and then r e tu rned to the c a m p on the beach 

a t G r a n d e - G r è v e , leaving the set t lers behind houseless 

and ru ined. 

A c c o r d i n g to the account by C a p t a i n Bel l , the re 

were more set t lers on and about the P e n i n s u l a then 

t h a n there are today . " T h e r e were 300 inhabi tan ts 

here when the war broke out, who, f inding from C a p t . 

S p y of the Jonquex visi t ing them, they would one 

day be carr ied off and their se t t lement des t royed, 

qui t ted i t ," before the arr ival of W o l f e . 

A l l this done, Colonel M u r r a y was dispatched on 

the 12th with a p a r t of B r a g g ' s reg iment to b u r n 

the set t lement at the mouth of the Miramichi on the 

N e w Brunswick side below the B a y Chaleur , a spot , 

says Professor G a n o n g , still recorded in p resen t 

g e o g r a p h y by the village of B u r n t Church . N e x t 

day C a p t a i n I r v i n g in the Kennington, convoying 

several small par t ies in chaloupes, went to des t roy the 

set t lements a t " P a s B e a u " and G r a n d River , and on 

the four teenth M a j o r D a l l i n g was detailed for the 

destruct ion of M o n t - L o u i s , a round the G a s p é capes 

and far u p the r iver shore. A n d in c a m p on the 

beach a t G r a n d e - G r è v e remained the res t of the 

t roops till these ra id ing par t ies r e tu rned from their 

work of " sp read ing the t e r ro r of H i s M a j e s t y ' s a r m s " 

a m o n g the set t lements . A l l sailed hence for Lou i s -
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bourg on the twenty-seventh, where they joined Ad­
miral Boscawen on the 30th of September. So, for 
three weeks, the picturesque little fishing beach of 
Grande-Grève and its hillside slopes were a second 
Gabarus Bay, the second stand of British troops in 
New France in the conquest of Quebec. 

Nearer to the water edge of this Péninsule are the 
traces of the later stone-made ovens where the whale 
blubber was tried down in the days, now more than 
a half century back, when Gaspé was a whaling port 
of importance. There are many stories afloat in the 
Gaspé air of buried Frenchmen, of sunken ships in 
the bay, of venerable bits of the old things found here 
and there through the settlement, all pointing to the 
still unwritten history of the coast. 

O n my first visit to the Gaspé country (and that 
was many years ago) my companion of Yale, Charles 
Schuchert, and I carried a letter of introduction to 
Dr. William AVakeham, long the federal inspector of 
marine fisheries on the whole gulf coast and for still 
longer a medical practitioner in Gaspé. He was 
"Commander" Wakeham, skipper of the official 
cruiser, first the Canadienne and afterward the Prin­

cess, the best-known personage in all Gaspé and all 
its surrounding coasts, of the Quebec Labrador, 
Prince Edward Island and the islands of the Gulf. 
To his admirable training in human anatomy, physi­
ology and pathology was added an extraordinary and 
probably unique acquaintance with every phase of 
the fisheries, not only its proper business but the 
science of it, the biology and economy of the fishes. 
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He was a man of science of high merit. Bluff, hand­
some, weather-beaten by a thousand gales, a cordial 
and gracious host, an autocratic executive and magis­
trate, he knew the coast, its natural and its human 
history, as no one else could, but his modesty and 
reserve, his disposition to see little in his work but 
the execution of commonplace duty, kept his hand 
from a not too willing pen and deprived his coun­
try of what should have been the record of a meri­
torious, scientific and not unromantic service. A 
few summers ago the Princess dropped anchor in 
the south bay at Percé, and he came ashore in his 
gig, and while his sailors were in the village for sup­
plies, we sat together on the bottom of an upturned 
whale boat while I inveigled him into some of his 
reminiscences and begged him once more to "write 
his book" ; for the book that was in him could not be 
written by another. "I should not know where to be­
gin or end," he replied. He found the end indeed be­
fore the beginning, for only a few months passed and 
his unwritten story was closed. 

Close to me in my American city there lives a sweet-
faced gentlewoman who was born eighty years ago 
in the gray stone house on Arnold's Bluff, the head­
land of the Basin, the daughter of the builder and 
of the Church. Edith Arnold's father was the first 
English missionary stationed in Gaspé Basin and 
his parish was a vast one, extending from across 
the Nor'west Arm, at the north, southward to the 
Barachois of Malbay ; that is, entirely across the penin­
sula between Gaspé Bay and Malbay. On a snowshoe 
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j o u r n e y a m o n g his d i s t an t s ta t ions he encountered ex­
posu re which ended his life a n d ended, too, his daugh­
te r ' s life in G a s p é , which, af ter her gir lhood, she was 
never to see aga in . T h u s G a s p é came to A l b a n y , as 
once long ago A l b a n y wen t to G a s p é when S i r 
W i l l i a m A l e x a n d e r n a m e d the Shickshoeks, the 
" A l b a n y m o u n t a i n s . " A r n o l d ' s Bluff a n d all the 
coun t rys ide of the lower Bas in lie in the limits of the 
or iginal p a t e n t to F e l i x O ' H a r a , the first E n g l i s h 
p ropr i e to r , who lies bur ied unde r the willows in a l i t t le 
family p lo t no t f a r back f rom the bluff. 

T h e voyageur m a y be t e m p t e d to go afield a t 
G a s p é , for the two rivers which j o i n their wa te r s here 
a re g a t e w a y s in to t he t imbered wilderness . U p the 
D a r t m o u t h or N o r ' w e s t A r m , the re lie, on one side, 
t he g r e a t mills of L A n s e - a u x - C o u s i n s , on the o ther 
t he f a rms tead ings of Rosebr idge , dwind l ing away 
in to the bush, and far beyond, by t ra i l a n d canoe, the 
b a n k s of the L a d y s t e p s brook and the serpent ine hills. 
A l o n g the Sou 'wes t A r m , or the Y o r k River , is 
t he t r a i l of the sa lmon fisherman to his pools, and fa r 
in lie the scenes of t h a t long-lived disaster to all who 
p l ayed with it d u r i n g its fo r ty years , the pe t ro leum 
fever whose visions a n d whose ravages have been told 
elsewhere.* 

G a s p é is the met ropol i s of the coast, bu t it will 
a lways be a met ropol i s in quota t ion m a r k s . I t was an 
odd s ight a n d an odder sensation for the outs ider 
when the first locomotive came in over the new rai l­
road a few years ago, t oo t ing an unfamil iar sound in 

* Sketches of Gaspé, p. 4 1 . 
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p i p i n g s team th rough the spruce forests of Y o r k — a 
li t t le machine which had once served as engine on the 
M a n h a t t a n E leva t ed , d r a g g i n g its loads of h u m a n i t y 
high th rough the air a m o n g crowded t enements of 
s tewing thousands in N e w Y o r k . Ind ispensab le now 
to the indus t ry and business of the coast, the ra i l road 
is accepted as a fr iendly aid to comfort , with more 
grace t h a n the s ter torous automobile . 

O ld M r . M a h a n has told me tha t he could recall 
the exci tement of the countrys ide when the first four-
wheeled vehicle drove a long the K i n g ' s road, and I 
have a l ready told of knowing men who helped to build 
this very h ighway. I n such a way, the hands of the 
clock have ticked off the G a s p é hours . 

I f we m u s t leave behind us the board walks of 
Gaspé , its hillside homes, its bur ied memories of 
F r e n c h in tendan t s and E n g l i s h pa ten tees , of royal 
visi tants and the ghost ships of pass ing fleets, let us 
not ally ourselves needlessly with the mode rn con­
veniences of t ravel ; the way lies a long the coast road, 
t h rough S a n d y Beach, across the t ickle of the S t . 
J o h n river, in whose u p p e r reaches descendants of 
Si r W i l l i a m P h i p p s of Massachuse t t s B a y and Sir 
G e o r g e Car t e re t of N e w J e r s e y still fish the sa lmon; 
th rough the half-born village of D o u g l a s t o w n , laid 
out in checkerboard streets by G o v e r n o r Cox for the 
benefit of the A m e r i c a n Loyal i s t s who never c a m e ; 
an i l lustrat ion of arres ted development which t ime has 
failed to make good. Thence the K i n g ' s road leads 
a top of the red and g r a y cliffs of Seal Cove, L ' A n s e -
Br i l l an t and Chien-Blanc out a t length to the very 
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S t J o h n River 

is land, such as the sea usua l ly carves at the end of a 

p r o m o n t o r y . I t lies so low and flat t h a t the first 

F r e n c h char t s called it Plateau, so, qui te na tu ra l l y , 

A d m i r a l Bayfield and his successors a m o n g the E n g ­

lish m a p m a k e r s m a d e it Plato, and I fancy P l a t o is as 

m u c h chez soi o n this coast as Cicero a n d Homer a r e 

in C e n t r a l N e w Y o r k . Some of the E n g l i s h m a p s of 

ear l ier d a t e t r an s l a t ed this n a m e in to Flat a n d t h e n 

t r ansc r ibed it Hat. So it is an island of m a n y names , 

as full of holes as the sea-bored rocks which m a k e it. 

B u t its l i t t le l ighthouse shines out a smil ing message, 

s p a r k l i n g to i ts side-light across the bay on Shiphead , 
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end of P o i n t e - S t . P e t e r , g iv ing all a long invi t ing 

views across the bay of the spots t h a t have been left 

beh ind ; W o l f e ' s c a m p a t G r a n d e - G r è v e , t he old p o r t 

of S t . G e o r g e ' s Cove a n d the L i t t l e G u e r n s e y a t 

L ' A n s e - a u x - S a u v a g e s . A t S t . P e t e r one finds still a 

p ic tu resque a n d an t ique fishing s ta t ion, i ts s tores 

much bedecked, in m y day, wi th figureheads f rom 

cas t away ships. T h e P o i n t has its i s land—a sentinel 
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" L o o k ou t ! I ' m P l a t e a u , P l a t o , F l a t , H a t I s l a n d ; 
m a n y aliases bu t no alibis." T h e n , t u r n i n g this point , 
the î l e Pe r cée s tands out in her ex t r ao rd ina ry lines, 
the r a g g e d sea cliffs of the nor th end ing in the 
P i e r ced Rock , reaching out full length and reënforced 
a t sea by the low lines of B o n a v e n t u r e I s l a n d — a l l 
fifteen miles away and all dest ined to subtend an ever 
g rowing angle and an ever va ry ing one as the a p ­
proach continues. 

T h e casual visitor will ha rd ly reach St . P e t e r . 
O n l y one who is inflamed with a rdor for the coast 
in all its phases m a y ven tu re to leave the road so far 
behind, but to such a one n a t u r e holds in reserve a 
special privilege, for no such coastal cyclorama exists 
on the A m e r i c a n A t l an t i c as the arc which unfolds 
itself r igh t and left to S t . P e t e r ' s apical a n d apostolic 
eye ; from Shiphead Cape and the reaches of G a s p é 
B a y at the nor th , into the M a l b a y and the poecilitic 
rock walls of the south which reach to P e r c é and its 
majes t ic islands. 

A n d it is this southern view t h a t is the t rave ler ' s 
companion as he t raverses u p w a r d the shores of the 
M a l b a y , t h r o u g h the d r e a r y se t t lement of t h a t name, 
a Go lgo tha of j oy , and to Barachois with its up r ive r 
reaches a m o n g rock-bound salmon pools caugh t be­
tween the rocks which have been called the " J a w s of 
the Cliffs," its miles-long banc, its difficult t ickle and 
its in te res t ing h i s to ry ; for here a t the head of the 
M a l b a y was the habi ta t ion of the Se igneur of P e r c é 
in the days of Nicolas D e n y s , a n d the s t r eam is the 
historic " L i t t l e R iver of G a s p a y . " T h e s tory of the 
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Les Trois Sœurs 

afforded by the endroi t of the waters and the impend­

ing moun ta in s has m a d e the land more fertile, helped 

vas t ly in the " m a k i n g " of fish, a n d the fishermen of 

" T h e C o r n e r " have an enviable r e p u t e for the qual i ty 

of thei r p r o d u c t and a reasonable p r ide in thei r open 

hospi ta l i ty . T h e p a n o r a m a we have had beneath our 

eyes on all this way is most ex t r ao rd ina ry . I n P e r c é 

itself and f rom all its heights one sees only the g reen 

flanks of these r a g g e d m o u n t a i n roots before him 

r i s ing higher, peak af ter peak , from C a p B a r r é and 

the T ro i s Soeurs to their c l imax in the P ic d ' A u r o r e . 

H e r e on the seaward face the very vitals of the moun-
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S e i g n e u r y is for ano the r chap t e r a n d the j o u r n e y 

passes on over the tickle, a long several miles of 

heavy sand bank , broad and s ta t ionary now, no longer 

overwhelmed by the t ides , b u t the site of mills and 

homes. T h i s anchored tho roughfa re of sand spreads 

out a t the fa r ther end into the broad fields and obvious 

comfor t of Corner-of - the-Beach, where the protec t ion 
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tains are opened and ensanguined from the wound 
the rasp of the sea has made. The colors of these 
cliffs are riotous in reds and yellows and blue-greens 
all the way from "The Corner" to the edge of the 
Percé beaches and one can pass the whole way be­
neath them at low tide, though only with some diffi­
culty. In the dawn of the sun the Pic stands like 
a needle tipped with the blood of Ste. Anne,* while 
the rocks beneath it stretching along the bay are 
stained with the wine of the morning. 

It is Nature's palette, and her colors are the colors 
of steel. The same iron whose concentrated energy 
under the hand of man has blotted out so many mil­
lions of humanity to make room for other human 
ideals—this iron in Nature's hand has painted all this 
blend of color in sheer abandon to the gentler and 
truer phases of living. The beauty and brilliancy of 
these cliffs—the Murailles—are but just the beginning 
of their story. Their structure and their geological 
history are even more brilliant ; these we may let pass 
to another page, but there are few spots where one 
looks so far into the heart of the Appalachian Moun­
tains. 

From Corner-of-the-Beach the mountains lie 
across our path and as these mountains are unlike any 
others in the world they, too, must have their own 
pages. They are the climacteric of the whole journey, 
with accompaniments of beauty and sublimity diffi­
cult to express and comparable with nothing else. 

* The blood-red rocks which make the very apex of the Pie are 
the same as those of which ruddy Mt. Ste. Anne is built ; hence 
this sanguinary expression. 
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F i r s t , the gen t ly r is ing g rad ien t t o where the road 
forks . T h e n c e on, by sha rp ascent a long the sea road, 
on the m o u n t a i n side the t ower ing and sheer bluffs 
of Ladycliff , on the other, sentinel peaks wi th vistas 
of the sea caugh t in between, a n d the rol l ing summits 
reced ing to the wilderness behind, afford an exclama­
t o r y impressiveness of scene which str ikes its peak 

a t the wild road beneath the majes t ic red bastions 
of the G r a n d e - C o u p e ; thence it rises to the summit 
and unveils the s u r g i n g coastline, with P e r c é vil lage 
nes t l ing modes t ly a n d quiet ly in its hear t a m o n g he r 
daisied fields. A t the left a re the g reen flanks of the 
" P i c , " t h e T r o i s Soeurs and C a p B a r r é ; a t t he r ight , 
the deep gash of the coulée r u n n i n g beneath the long, 
s teep slope u p w a r d to t he r u d d y face of M t . S t e . 
A n n e , and on s t r a igh t ahead the p ro j ec t i ng angles of 
the shore cliffs, M o n t - J o l i a n d the lesser p r o m o n t o r y 
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of Cap -au -Canon , while the P e r c é R o c k s tands fore­
shortened, head-on, showing here a t best a d v a n t a g e 
its s ingular z igzagged out l ine and its g ra s s -g rown t o p . 
Ove r across the Channel , th ree miles in the water , the 
low slopes of B o n a v e n t u r e I s l a n d s t re tch ou t full 
l ength , aga in like a g r e a t g reen whale, while in t he 
nea re r distance rise the spires and gothic arches of 
the beauteous Ca thedra l , built f rom the very rocks 
over which we are pass ing, a fitting a d j u s t m e n t of 
h u m a n hopes to N a t u r e ' s incomparable workmansh ip . 



The Days of the Seigneury 

X I 

Stern episodes of settlement—Cartier's arrival in rough weather, 

1534—Cap-de-Prato—L'île Percée a signal spot—Champlain; 

Pontgravé; The Jesuits, Lejeune, Richard, Lyonne—Increas­

ing numbers of fishermen—The great fishing fleet of the 1600's 

—Nicolas Denys's domain—Talon; his activities and vision— 

Stops in Gaspé and opens the first mine in Canada—Aids the 

fishery—Grants Seigneury of Percé to Pierre Denys, 1672—Its 

extent and its fortunes—The habitation at "Little River"— 

Failure of the fishery and lapse of the Seigneury—Recollets at 

Percé, 1673—Guesnin, Dethunes—The arrival of LeClercq, 

1675—The building of the churches—The beautiful character 

of Frère Didace—Site of the Percé church—The discovery of 

a foul deed—A Sunday scene at Percé in 1680—Destruction 

of "St. Peter's" and "St. Claire's" by New York privateers— 

Ruin of the Seigneury building by Sir William Phipps—Mon-

seignat laments to Madame de Maintenon the end of Percé. 

TH E pic turesque episodes of ear ly days on this 

coast m u s t be imagined r a the r t h a n told. T h e y 

were s tern t imes and lived by s t u rdy men, for it was t he 

shore of a rough sea, the end of a rough j o u r n e y , to 

reach which crews from dis tan t F r a n c e t raveled weeks 

and months , in peri l of the gales, in per i l of the enemy, 

in peril of p i ra tes and, crowded in their frail cockle 

shells, in g rea tes t peril of disease. Y e t the harvest 

was g r e a t and invi t ing. F r o m the days of the Di s ­

covery stories bad gone abroad th roughou t the home 

c o u n t r y of the affluence of the fishing on the new coasts 

a n d m a n y t h a t before had sought for tune a t P la i s ­

ance, went on fa r ther across the " q u a d r a t e gulf ." 
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B e t w e e n the coming of Ca r t i e r a n d the epoch of 
Nicolas D e n y s , a c en tu ry less one yea r had passed, a 
c e n t u r y of which we know b u t l i t t le here. P u t t i n g 
aside t r ad i t ions of I ce lander , N o r s e a n d P o r t u g u e s e , 
which have blown in u p o n this coast ou t of a mis ty 
pas t , no white m a n ' s eye had beheld the coasts of 
P e r c é un t i l Ca r t i e r came on his voyage of 1 5 3 4 . H e 
had looped his w a y across the gulf wa te r s , d r o p p i n g 
place-names on the M a g d a l e n s which still abide, feel­
ing his course a long Is le S t . J e a n ( P r i n c e E d w a r d 
I s l a n d ) , and t hen en te red the Baie -des-Chaleurs . T o 
him the bay was unden iab ly wha t he said it was, w h a t 
it still can be on a J u l y d a y — a bay of the heat. A s he 
took the Gu l f again , a r ough blow and a heavy ra in 
followed the hot wave and so he b r o u g h t his ba t t e r ed 
craf t to , u n d e r t he lee of the P e r c é Rock , a n d 
anchored . 

I n the ra in and fog the b lack-bearded M a l o u i n 
peered out shoreward from the p o o p of his ship, t o 
see only t h e shadowy outl ines of the n e a r e r cliffs, 
while the moun ta in s were lost in the mist vei l ; a n d 
this m a y exp la in why he p u t the place down on his 
cha r t as Cap-de-Prato, an odd name, not F r e n c h , b u t 
one which, F a t h e r Pacif ique tells me, is a P o r t u g u e s e 
or Span i sh form of the word pré—Cap-de-pré, C a p e 
of the M e a d o w . T h e r e are no meadows visible a m o n g 
the cliffs of P e r c é on a ra iny n igh t a few a r p e n t s 
f rom the shore. W h a t h a d Ca r t i e r seen? T h e uncer ­
t a in ro l l ing out l ines of the table moun ta in? I t was a 
mis j o i n t n a m e ; happ i ly no board of geog raph ic names 
has felt it necessary to revive it. 
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The sea ran high and the skipper could not keep 
his anchorage, so out he put into the swilling channel 
waters near Bonaventure Island, where the white 
horses plunge madly in a nor'east gale; quickly saw 
his error and hurried his vessels back near their first 
mooring behind the Rock—I suppose out near where 
the old side-wheelers of stolid and fragrant memory, 
the Miramichi and the Admiral, used to anchor in 
the days before we built that $ 6 0 , 0 0 0 wharf now torn 
asunder by the storms. There he hung for another 
day, and then, taking a chance with a lull in the tem­
pest, bore away down the coast; but the devil in the 
gale had gone away only to bring back with him other 
devils who drove the skipper into Gaspé Bay and 
kept him there a week. And there he fulfilled his ro­
mantic destiny, the taking over of an empire, an act 
which no pen could put in a setting more picturesque 
than has his own.* 

Among the coasts from Normandy to Biscay, the 
great rock with its double arches soon made the 
Percée a marked spot which the sailor could hardly 
miss, and the long one hundred years after the Dis­
covery, which seem to us so almost empty of record, 
quickly became years of great activity, though con­
temporary writings make little of their doings and 
then only in passing. They tell the salient things, the 
things that seemed important, the visits of Champlain 
and Pontgravé, the early coming of the Jesuits in 
1 6 2 5 and their occasional visitations after, Father 

* Often quoted ; but see for convenience, Heart of Gaspé, pp. 
110-115. 





Gaspé Harbor . On the beach across the channel 
( Y o r k ) , below the white spot on the cliff is, in the 
opinion of Father Pacifique, the probable landing 
place of Cartier in 1534 . 



The Days of the Seigneury 
L e j e u n e ear ly , F a t h e r s R i c h a r d and L y o n n e as la te 

as 1661. These J e s u i t missions were to the fishermen, 

not to the I n d i a n s , a n d in these years the fishermen 

came and wen t in ever increas ing number s . Crowd­

ing out of a score of home p o r t s with the first signs 

of sp r ing , the g r o w i n g fleet m a d e for t he s ignal rock 

a n d its shoals, and there was life enough on the P e r c é 

beaches d u r i n g the summer days . A li t t le l a te r P i e r r e 

D e n y s , the seigneur in succession to Nicolas , tel ls of 

five h u n d r e d F r e n c h boats about this summer s ta t ion, 

while his uncle, the indomitable b u t hapless Nicolas , 

speaks of twelve hund red vessels out f rom F r a n c e 

for these a n d N e w f o u n d l a n d p o r t s as ea r ly as 1650. 
T h e last few years have given G a s p é some of t he 

most product ive fishing in half a cen tu ry a n d ye t at 
its best there can ha rd ly be as m a n y boats engaged as 
in those F r e n c h days . 

Of the old fishing fleet all went back in J u l y or 

A u g u s t and some r e t u r n e d aga in for the Oc tober a n d 

N o v e m b e r catch, h u r r y i n g home aga in amid w i n t r y 

seas to be in t ime for the L e n t e n m a r k e t . A l l wen t 

back, none ye t s tayed to brave the win te r ashore a n d 

s t a r t the pêche sédentaire so earnes t ly hoped for by 

Lou i s . Somet imes when they went the m e n bur ied 

their gea r and their flats in the woods and coulées ti l l 

t he sp r ing r e tu rn , t hough often the r e t u r n i n g s p r i n g 

failed to b r i n g the owners back. O n e m a y yet find 

t races of these th ings in some covered, fo rgo t ten nook. 

Nicolas D e n y s did no th ing to develop his G a s p é 

possessions over whose destinies M a z a r i n had set him. 

H i s domain r a n from the mou th of the S t . L a w r e n c e 
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r iver t o C a p e Canso a n d covered all the gulf coas ts ; 
his career was a restless a n d content ious one. O n e 
af ter ano ther he established his habi ta t ions from the 
coasts of A c a d i a to the shores of the Nepis igui t , on 
the far side of Cha leur B a y . I f he ever came to his 
G a s p é a t all we have no sure record of it. W h e n the 
g rea t e s t genius Lou i s ever sent to his western domain, 
T a l o n , was wres t l ing with his g igant ic d r e a m of an 
empi re from the mou th of the S t . L a w r e n c e to the 
m o u t h of the Mississippi and was hoping , even, t h a t 
his sovereign would share enough of his own splendid 
vision to buy the H u d s o n r iver from the D u t c h a n d 
thus c o m m a n d the t r ip le en t rance to the cont inent and 
c rea te an empire trifluvien, then began the his tory of 
se t t l ement on these shores. A n d what a vision, wha t a 
possibili ty t h a t w a s ! Champla in in his ear ly days on 
the coasts of A c a d i a and N e w E n g l a n d knew of 
the H u d s o n and would have entered it long years 
before H e n r y H u d s o n had not his companion, P o u -
t r incour t , objected. I f his by r igh t of discovery or 
purchase , the S t . L a w r e n c e a l ready his, the Missis­
s ippi r ap id ly becoming so unopposed , wha t an empire 
indeed m i g h t have been Louis ' s ! 

T h e g r e a t ea r thquakes of 1 6 6 3 - 1 6 6 5 , which shook 
the S t . L a w r e n c e shores from end to end with a vio­
lence never since known in Amer ica , were curiously 
enough followed by a fresh impulse to N e w F r a n c e . 
I t was as though new forces had t aken possession of 
the coun t ry and with such a p re lude the cur ta in rose 
on T a l o n ' s adminis t ra t ion . H e came in 1605 and his 
activities were of every sort and reached everywhere . 
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W h a t e v e r could be done to demons t r a t e the n a t u r a l 

weal th of the coun t ry should be, and the coasts of 
Gaspé , the por ta l s of the domain, were not t o be 
ignored. W h i l e on his way to Quebec he had s topped 
a t L i t t l e G a s p é and broken off a piece of rock f rom 
the "silver mines" on the For i l lon which had been 
found long before by the Micmacs , who told g r e a t 
stories of them to the missioners and fishermen. T a l o n 
a t once got out a c o m p a n y of miners from F r a n c e , 
headed by an expe r t D u t c h engineer , sent t hem down 
to G a s p é in charge of C a p t . P i e r r e Doub le t , with a 
priest , F a t h e r Bai l loquet , t o console them, p e r h a p s , 
for wha t was qui te sure to be the outcome of t he 
venture .* T h u s he opened the first mine in all C a n a d a , 
though it never was no r ever can be a n y t h i n g b u t a 
prospect. T h e n he s t re tched a he lp ing h a n d to the 
fisheries whose wor th the K i n g himself had insisted 
on. Nicolas D e n y s had failed so badly in the G a s p é 
fishery t ha t the t enu re of this land was t aken from 
him, and the reupon his nephew, P i e r r e Denys-de- la -
R o n d e , asked the I n t e n d a n t to establish him as Seign­
eur of Pe rcé , a request t ha t was g r a n t e d by T a l o n in 
1 6 7 2 and confirmed by his successor, Duchesneau , in 
1 6 7 6 . I n the still unpubl ished documents of the g r e a t 
Cla i rambaul t collection in the Bibliothèque Nationale, 

are all the gl impses t ha t we have of the s tory of this 
seigneury of Pe rcé , and with them, of the first o rgan ­
ized a t t e m p t to effect a se t t lement and pêche fixe a t 
this spo t . t 

* Rather a happy arrangement. It might be well to provide a 
chaplain for the stockholders in all Gaspé mining projects. 

f I owe to Mr. E. T. D . Chambers, the eminent conservation-
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T h e new Se igneu r was not able to finance this un­

d e r t a k i n g alone, so he j o ined hands with Char les 
Baz i re a n d Char les Auber t -de - l a -Chesnaye , both suc­
cessful merchan t s of Quebec , Baz i re h a v i n g been an 
agen t of the C o m p a n y of the W e s t Ind ies whose 
cha r t e r had j u s t been summar i ly revoked by the K i n g . 
I t does not a p p e a r t h a t ei ther of the men was int i ­
ma te ly concerned in the business of the se igneury , 
o r was ever on t he coast. P i e r r e D e n y s ' s se igneury 
ex t ended a long t h e coast f rom C a p - B l a n c on the 
south t h r o u g h all of M a l b a y (Ba ie -des -Moluës ) , ou t 
to L ' A n s e - S t . - P i e r r e ( P o i n t S t . P e t e r ) , a n d a dis­
t ance thence half a l eague u p G a s p é B a y , a n d over 
all this s t re tch it r a n in land two miles. L a r g e as it 
was, the p r o p r i e t o r was cons tan t ly endeavor ing to ge t 
t he g r a n t increased. O t h e r fields t h a n ours a re a lways 
t he g r e e n e r a n d he coveted the whole of G a s p é B a y . 
E v e n while b e g g i n g Duchesneau for financial he lp , 
in p rod ig ious inventor ies of mate r ia l s needed, requi ­
sitions for men , detai ls of equ ipmen t essential to a 
successful fishing establ ishment , he k e p t a sk ing for 
G a s p é , t h o u g h qui te s teadi ly fa i l ing t o m a k e the 
P e r c é fishing profi table. G a s p é B a y , nei ther in those 
days no r since, has been comparab le to P e r c é in its 
fishing. 

W i t h all his g r e a t g r a n t a n d his r igh t to keep 
v a g r a n t fishermen away , he was obliged to hold his 
beach free for t he use of the F r e n c h fleet when they 
w a n t e d to dress and d r y the i r fish, for ne i ther I n t e n d -
ist and authority on fisheries, of the Quebec Department of 
Colonization and Fisheries , the opportunity of consulting the 
transcription of these documents. 

132 



The Days of the Seigneury 
an t no r K i n g , anxious enough to establish a set t led 

business, pu rposed to dr ive away f rom the coast the 

g r ea t business carr ied on with the home po r t s . D o u b t ­

less this fact helped to m a k e the Se igneur ' s s t r u g g l e 

more difficult, for wi th his few men he could not even 

hold a fair share of his beaches aga ins t the c rowd of 

boats t h a t were out from F r a n c e . W h e n Bazi re , one 

of the p a r t n e r s , died, D e n y s t h o u g h t of t a k i n g on in 

his place one L a S a l l e , who claimed to have a " sec re t " 

(still undiscovered) for ca tching the cod wi thout 

work . 

I t is of no g r e a t m o m e n t to his tory t ha t D e n y s ' s 

organized a t t e m p t a t the pêche fixe was a fai lure, in 

spi te of every effort. W h a t the p rop r i e to r did accom­

plish in advanc ing the for tunes of the coast was the 

foundat ion of a double se t t lement . H e had his win te r 

es tabl ishment and habi ta t ion a t the " L i t t l e R i v e r " 

a n d his summer equ ipment of s torehouse and the reli­

gious houses a t P e r c é . O n l y two rivers en te r in to the 

ear ly records of the coast, t h a t which the missioners 

were wont to speak of with a cer ta in emot ion as " o u r 

G r e a t R i v e r of G a s p a y " — t h e St . L a w r e n c e ; the 

other , this l i t t le r iver which enters the head of the 

Baie-des-Moluës ( M a l b a y ) a t t he Barachois , a n d 

even t o d a y has no other name t h a n M a l b a y Rive r . I t 

should be in te res t ing to all lovers of this coast t o 

know tha t this first m a n o r house of G a s p é was no t 

located on the g r e a t banc which s tretches for miles 

across the head of the bay, but on the far or n o r t h e r n 

side of the t ickle. D e n y s found the Barachois a suit­

able win te r ha rbor for all his boats . W e know t h a t 
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acre of garden, enclosed by a paling fence painted 
white; a barn, a stable for twenty cattle, two store­
houses and thirty acres of cleared land. Across the 
bay and around the point of Cape Barré on the north 
beach of Percé, where Robin, LeBoutillier, Valpy 
and LeBas, Tardif, Biard have followed, the Denys-
Bazire-Aubert Company carried on its active opera­
tions. Here they had built two storehouses, had ten 
boats in commission, had put up a house for two 
Recollet fathers and built them a chapel and made a 
clearing of more than one hundred acres. Thus devel-
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his houses were close alongside the stream where the 
village of Barachois begins, and I have little doubt, 
from all accounts, that the home of my venerable 
friend, Thomas Tapp, now stands on Denys's origi­
nal clearing. Here grew up, under varying misfor­
tunes, the establishment, which, in its last estate, made 
a rather imposing inventory: a manor large enough 
for fifteen persons, with a court of two acres and an 
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oped an all- the-year set t lement , a fragile t h i n g cling­
ing to the habi ta t ion a n d its f r inge of c lear ings , never 
a m a t t e r of more t h a n a half dozen families or of 
twenty-five to th i r ty persons . T h e fishing company 
failed. E v e n less t han a year af ter a sk ing for more 
coast, it h a d ceded all its holdings f rom the L i t t l e 
R ive r nor th to J a c q u e s L e B e r , whose success or 
fai lure is not recorded, and by 1 6 8 5 the P e r c é fishing 
had gone to pieces a n d the se igneury had relapsed to 
Nicolas D e n y s . T h e business of the g r a n t seems to 
have been k e p t u p for a while by R icha rd D e n y s , 
Sieur de F r o n s a c , ac t ing as " c o m m a n d a n t " for his 
father , Nicolas, who had become old, and the l a t t e r 
f rom his home a t Nepis igu i t makes a last appea l , this 
t ime to the Minis te r Seignelay, for aid to the G a s p é 
se t t lement . 

I t is a deeper and more l iving interest t h a t is to 
be found in the his tory of the work of the missioners 
a t î l e Percée . T h e s tory has now been p r e t t y well 
d isentangled from the records and we know more 
about it t h a n of P i e r r e D e n y s ' s seigneury. M u c h of 
wha t the records can afford has quite recent ly been 
b rough t toge ther by F a t h e r H u g o l i n . * 

T h e religious interests of the coasts before 1 6 6 3 
had been, we have noticed, en t rus ted in a r a the r h a p ­
hazard way to the Je su i t s , bu t with an established 

* L'Établissement des Récollets à l'îsle Percée, 1673-1690 
( 1 9 1 2 ) . LeClercq's Nouvelle Relation de la Gaspésie is of course 
the chief source of knowledge of the subject, and the annotated 
translation of this work by Professor Ganong, published by the 
Champlain Society, has helped to interpret and illumine contem­
porary events. 
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se t t l ement a t P e r c é cont inuous miss ionary labors 
were possible, a n d it was the Se igneur ' s pa r t i cu l a r 
wish t h a t these be assigned to the Recol le ts . T h e r e 
was good reason for this . These F ranc i scans , first 
b r o u g h t by Champla in , had bu t j u s t come aga in to 
N e w F r a n c e a n d were a feeble folk in numbers , bu t 
one of t h e m was t h e son of P i e r r e D e n y s . Th i s son, 
J o s e p h , was then in F r a n c e for his consecration, bu t 
he was a f t e rwa rd to t ake an i m p o r t a n t p a r t in the 
P e r c é mission. P e r c é was to be the first mission sta­
t ion in C a n a d a u n d e r this order . 

T h e g r e a t missioner of P e r c é , Chrest ien LeCle rcq , 
who has left so in t imate a s tory of his life here for 
eleven years , did no t ar r ive a t the se igneury unt i l 
the work was well b e g u n by F a t h e r s Guesn in and 
D e t h u n e s in 1 6 7 3 , and for t hem it would seem the 
maison a n d chapel a t P e r c é had been built by the set­
t l ement . L e C l e r c q ar r ived in 1 6 7 5 on board the Lion 
d'Or a n d was l anded a t t he habi ta t ion on M a l b a y " a t 
four o'clock in the a f te rnoon of October 27 th ," af ter 
h a v i n g been well-nigh shipwrecked on Ant icos t i 
I s l a n d . W e know how well he devoted himself to his 
work of t u r n i n g the Micmacs to Chris t iani ty , the mis­
sion to which he had been specially consecrated, how 
he succeeded where he feared failure and failed where 
he felt success secure. I n his labor a m o n g the I n d i a n s 
he was alone, a n d by its very n a t u r e he was not at­
tached to the se igneury. H e t raveled much and far, 
and we find a ve ry considerable p a r t of his s tory is 
of the I n d i a n s of the Ris t igouche and the Nepis igu i t . 
W e can no t be a l together sure who was left at P e r c é 
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to look after the French during LeClercq's long ab­
sence, but Father Jumeau came in 1 6 8 2 and Joseph 
Denys, son of the Seigneur, arrived for his first sta­
tion the next year, accompanied by a singularly beau­
tiful character, a young brother convert, Didace 
Pelletier. The relations of these two men became most 
intimate and affectionate. Father Joseph had just re­
turned from France a priest in the vigor of his 
twenty-three years and it would seem that here first in 
Percé he made the acquaintance of this brother, of 
like age with him, who was to be his companion in 
labor not here alone in Percé, but afterward at 
Plaisance and Three Rivers, and of whose all too 
short life he was to be the biographer. Brother Didace, 
gentle in disposition and helpful in service, was the 
carpenter, "our carpenter," nostre charpentier récol­

let, to whose sturdy hands was to fall the building 
of the churches. This he did here and at Plaisance 
and again at Three Rivers, where, while drawing lum­
ber from the woods to build the church, he contracted 
pneumonia and died in 1 6 9 9 . That the memory of 
this short life is still treasured and actively efficient 
among the faithful, while prelates of high degree have 
come and gone and been forgotten, is the most endur­
ing tribute to his character.* 

These men were primarily concerned with the set­
tlers and fishermen and Brother Didace replaced the 
little chapel at Percé, fifty by twenty-five feet, with a 
larger church. This church was undoubtedly located 

* See Le Frère Didace Pelletier, Récollet, by Odoric-N. Jouve, 

1910. 
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on the slope of M o n t - J o l i t oward the no r th beach, 

where it would not be hidden from the fishermen a t 

sea, a n d not far f rom the slope where even yet a re 

evidences of the old b u r y i n g g round , the ancien 

cimetière.* 

L e t the fancy p ic ture a summer S u n d a y at P e r c é 

d u r i n g the few brief years of the mission. T h e moor­

ings a n d beaches were do t ted by hundreds of flats, 

chaloupes and long biscaiennes, with the scores of 

square- r igged vessels to which they belonged swing­

ing a t their chains in the three-mile channel. T h e r e 

was no Sabba th stdlness in the air. T o the usual ra t t l e 

of the decks and cordage were added the shouts of the 

idle men, from boat to boat , f rom boat to shore. T h e 

beaches, with thei r s tun ted g rowth of spruce cleared 

back over t he u p p e r slopes, were as thick with men 

as flies on a codhead. W h e r e now the old LeBout i l l i e r 

s torehouse s tands were the storehouses of D e n y s , and 

his c lear ings reached beyond the s w a m p y g r o u n d 

* Father Hugolin says that Father Dethunes had scarcely ar­
rived at Percé in 1673 when a murder was there committed on 
the person of Simon Baston, merchant of La Rochelle. Three per­
sons were accused of this act, one of them the captain of the Prince 
Maurice. All were taken to Quebec for examination but, as it was 
found impossible to get an interpreter there who understood the 
Basque language, the accused were sent back to France for trial. 
Two hundred and forty years later a pair of inquisitive minds 
sought to satisfy a natural curiosity as to the contents of a barrow 
on the site of the ancien cimetière on Mont-Joli. Their spade and 
mattocks uncovered a broad, flat stone which when raised dis­
closed—to the horror and self-reproach of the French digger—a 
human skull through whose calvarium was a large puncture, which 
might well have been made by a blow from a handspike received 
in some mêlée on the beach. 
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where now are houses, some old, some new. T h e 
pr ies ts ' lodgings , which L e C l e r c q a lways called the 
hospice, were somewhere nea r t he church, doubtless 
u p a l i t t le way from the beach where the B i a r d home 
now s tands . A m i d the lowing of D e n y s ' s cat t le a n d 
the cackle of his chickens, one hears the sound of 
LeCle rcq ' s bell sending its t ink l ing summons a m o n g 
the noisy, mot ley crews, and sees the brown-robed, 
sandaled pr iest , F a t h e r J o s e p h , leave the hospice, 
c l imbing the hill to the little church of his hopes, fol­
lowing B r o t h e r Didace , whose creat ion it was . 

B u t the men on the beach sat indifferent, some 
b reak ing away to the woods for a shot a t caribou, 
moose, or bear, some m e n d i n g their ne ts , and, n o 
doubt , most d r ink ing à la mode the r u m and b r a n d y 
with which all the vessels were s u p e r a b u n d a n t l y sup­
plied. A t the edge of the forest, or ming l ing with the 
fishermen here and there , were bands of Micmacs 
from the se t t lement a t the L i t t l e River , acqui r ing 
their fiery tas te for r um, b u t with pe rhaps one a n d 
another of the converts left by F a t h e r L e C l e r c q 
answer ing the call. F e w others responded to the 
summons . I t was a rough crowd, the hardies t and 
hardes t the home por t s could supp ly . T h e y were 
Basques and Bayonna is , Biscayans and N o r m a n s , 
with pe rhaps a few Yankees from the Massachu­
setts colonies. T h e seigneur and his family, filled 
with loyal p r ide in the labors of the son, F a t h e r 
J o s e p h , a re crossing the bay from the habi ta t ion and 
coming ashore by the storehouses, and they add to the 
assemblage the essential d ign i ty of the landholder . 
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So , while the pr ies ts served a t the a l t a r t o a handfu l 
of the faithful , the beaches were still t h ronged with a 
bois terous, d r u n k e n , r io tous crowd, ca r ing n a u g h t for 
the doings in the l i t t le church of S t . P e t e r . I t was 
too small a church, t h o u g h t Monse igneu r S t . Vall ier , 
who had seen it, for the needs of so l a rge a communi ty , 
b u t evident ly to the n o m a d crowd on the beaches it 
m a t t e r e d li t t le whe ther the church was l a rge or small . 
So the day m u s t have passed in noise a n d riot till 
even ing came on and it was t ime to set the he r r ing 
ne t s . 

O v e r on B o n a v e n t u r e I s l and , B r o t h e r D idace had 
erected ano ther bui ld ing, which had been formal ly 
consecrated to S t . Claire , and this fact speaks of a 
l a r g e n u m b e r of the fishermen who had m a d e the 
s ingle g r e a t grave a t this is land the seat of thei r 
business. 

So e x t r a o r d i n a r y was the activity of the coasts in 
these days t h a t never since has t he r e been so much 
done in the business of fishing, and even when the 
se t t l ement became fixed the r iotous pract ices of t he 
inhab i t an t s were notor ious . A f t e r the Recol le ts were 
gone a n d long years la ter , when the mission had been 
reestablished unde r o ther auspices, indeed even to so 
l a te as a c en tu ry ago, t he re were in the p lace so m a n y 
cabare t s r u n n i n g all S u n d a y t h a t few could be go t 
within the walls of the church. I t is no t easy to realize 
t h a t this decent and order ly communi ty , wi th its beau­
tiful church and punct i l ious observances, its charm­
ing homes and g r o w i n g local p r ide , could have been 
of so unenviable r e p u t e . 



The Days of the Seigneury 
A l a s for the mission and alas for the se igneury! 

T h e forbans were abroad on the G u l f a n d F r o n ­
tenac himself, who s topped a t P e r c é in 1 6 8 9 , had 
been told of their doings. B u t all came to an end on 
an A u g u s t day in 1 6 9 0 when two fr igates flying the 
Eng l i sh colors t u r n e d their crews loose on the 
beaches. T h e churches which represen ted so much 
s t rugg le and labor a n d p r a y e r were bu rned a n d the 
sacred relics debauched. W i t h them went the cabins 
of the set t lers and storehouses of the seigneur. I t is 
a pit iful tale of horr id and cruel misdeeds t h a t F a t h e r 
J u m e a u , left alone in P e r c é af ter the d e p a r t u r e of 
F a t h e r J o s e p h and B r o t h e r D idace for the new mis­
sions a t P la isance , told in his le t ter to LeClercq , p u b ­
lished in the in t roduct ion to the Nouvelle Relation. I t 
has been often retold as the sad cl imax of the mission.* 

T h e missioners themselves never k n e w who did 
this foul deed. T h e y ascribed it to t he " B a s t o n n a i s , " 
and tha t was sufficient impu ta t i on of evil, bu t the 
records of N e w Y o r k tell only too pla in ly where the 
responsibil i ty lay. I n those days N e w Y o r k was in 
the g r i p of the E n g l i s h governors , ha rd , despera te 
men of unlovely r e p u t e and pract ices . N e w Y o r k a n d 
the L o n g I s l and shores were nes t ing places of p i ra tes 
work ing unde r commissions as pr iva teers . I t was one 
of these, C a p t a i n Kidd , whom W i l l i a m of O r a n g e 
p u t in commission to c ap tu r e some bothersome free­
booters. A n d in like m a n n e r J a c o b Leis ler , ac t ing as 
self-appointed " c o m m a n d a n t " of N e w Y o r k while 
awai t ing the arr ival of a royal governor , en tered into 

* See the English version in Sketches of Gaspé, 1908, p. 5 1 ; 
Ganong's Translation of LeClercq, 1912. 
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a compac t with C a p t . W i l l i a m M a s o n to crush the 
F r e n c h se t t lements of the Gulf . P e r c é alone fell 
victim to this m a n ' s lust . H a v i n g sacked this spot , 
M a s o n and his consor t set sail for the E a s t Ind ies , 
where they commit ted such successful piracies t h a t he 
was able to p a y each m a n of his crews, eighty-five in 
all, 1 8 0 0 pieces-of-eight, and on his r e t u r n give 
F le tcher , now governor , a handsome share of his 
booty for the pr ivi lege of en te r ing N e w Y o r k harbor . 
P e r c é lost i ts churches, Leis ler lost his head, and the 
E n g l i s h governors of N e w Y o r k their r epu ta t ions . 

T h e devas ta t ion done by the forbans of N e w Y o r k 
was comple ted by the ships of Si r W i l l i a m P h i p p s on 
his d isas t rous c a m p a i g n aga ins t Quebec . H e passed 
this p lace only a few weeks la te r and set fire to the 
bui ld ings of the Se igneur a t the Barachois . A n d so 
P e r c é , civil and religious, came to an e n d ; the labors 
of pr ies t a n d Se igneur were t u r n e d to n a u g h t ; the 
s torehouses des t royed, the crosses hacked to pieces, 
the sacred ves tments t r a m p l e d on the beach, the ca t t le 
slain, the holy wine m a d e a l ibation to B a c c h u s ; noth­
i n g r ema ined b u t the cross on the m o u n t a i n which the 
debauchers could no t reach. A n d over it all M o n -
se ignat l amen t s to M a d a m e de Ma in t enon . B u t yet , 
d u r i n g the days of the seigneury, wha t a luminous 
procession passed u n d e r the shadow of its g r e a t R o c k , 
e n t e r i n g by this ga t e u p o n their careers of discovery— 
M a r q u e t t e a n d Jo l l ie t , L a S a l l e and P e r r o t , a g r e a t 
whi te g a l a x y of pioneers on their odysseys to open a 
domain l a r g e r t h a n the R o m a n E m p i r e . 
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X I I 

The Ancient Families—Acadians—Quebec French—Arrival of 
the Irish—Channel Islanders—Their coming and influence— 
Jersey names—La petite Césarie—Reminiscence of Victor 
Hugo—Huguenots—Basques and Paspejacks—The homes 
along the Highway—Medicine and the Law—A touch of 
Guernsey, Captain Kidd and the High Sheriff—The Percé 
Totem—Literary Club—The Grand Trine—The Life on the 
beaches—Logan Park—Gaspé monuments to great geologists. 

TH E R E is no a roma of the se igneury in the P e r c é 
of today and none of the names of families regis­

te red in Denys ' s r epor t s to the I n t e n d a n t seem to be 
preserved on the countryside. T h e r e are r e m n a n t s of 
the Acad ians in some of the oldest families, now 
most ly scat tered over the li t t le f a rmstead ings , and they 
are , I think, the only l iving reliques of the days "be­
fore Quebec . " A n d there are la te r F r e n c h who have 
been d r a w n to this shiretown of G a s p é from the u p p e r 
S t . L a w r e n c e parishes, la rgely for professional busi­
ness—cour t ly and invi t ing personali t ies of ancient 
l ineage, though not of the coast. These are more recent 
members of the communi ty t h a n the I r i sh , who m u s t 
have begun their arr ivals about a cen tu ry ago and 
have scat tered themselves largely t h r o u g h the south­
ern p a r t of the parish, and on the single second con­
cession road which fails to ge t by the moun ta in front , 
b u t leads at once out of the vil lage, u p over the hills 
into I r i sh town. Dis t inguished names are a m o n g these 
I r i sh families; some of their scions have been of r e -
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n o w n in t he affairs of province a n d nat ion. B u t it 
would be w r o n g to th ink of a n y of them as I r i sh in 
ou r common expression. T h e F r e n c h speech is in t h e m 
all and in most the F r e n c h blood flows freely. T h e r e 
are I r i sh to whom E n g l i s h is a foreign tongue—chi l ­
d r e n of F r e n c h mothers and g r a n d m o t h e r s to whom 
"home ru le for I r e l a n d " is an esotery tha t carries no 
thr i l l . 

O lde r t h a n the I r i sh invasion was the coming of the 
peop le f rom L a M a n c h e — t h e Channe l I s l anders , an 
event , in i ts beg inn ing a n d in i ts sequence, of t he 
u tmos t influence u p o n the physical and spi r i tual 
ideals of the coast. T h e r e was no room in G a s p é for 
these sea-roving fishermen of the Channe l I s l ands 
while it was ye t a F r e n c h desmesne. Doubt less they 
m a d e no t r i a l of these rich fishing g r o u n d s whose 
fame had gone abroad t h r o u g h o u t all the coasts of 
F r a n c e and Br i t a in , and toward which E n g l i s h eyes 
had ever been looking since the voyage of the Cabots . 
T o N e w f o u n d l a n d they had come, m j r e secure in thei r 
E n g l i s h r igh ts of possession, and t o d a y the g e o g r a p h y 
of sou thern N e w f o u n d l a n d bears witness, in its host 
of J e r s e y place-names, to the loyal ty of these J e r s e y 
set t lers to the home islands. B u t the g r ea t Catholic 
m a r k e t s of F r a n c e were imper iously shu t t o the i r 
fish. A s the Conques t was accomplished and the new 
m a r k e t s of P o r t u g a l and the M e d i t e r r a n e a n a n d 
Span i sh A m e r i c a g rew wider, G a s p é became a coast 
of g r e a t promise too, as it has been a coast of g r e a t 
pe r fo rmance by the men of J e r s e y and Gue rnsey .* 

* H. W. Le Messurier has recently written interestingly of 
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A n d so they came, faithful subjec ts of the D u k e of 
N o r m a n d y , who to them is, by cour tesy only, the K i n g 
of E n g l a n d , speaking , by courtesy, the K i n g ' s E n g ­
lish, b u t by allegiance the ancient F r e n c h of the 
N o r m a n dukes . T h e J e r s e y m e n of t oday in G a s p é , 
still looking back across the A t l a n t i c to thei r home 

islands, give echoes of their N o r m a n speech, which is 
older t h a n the F r e n c h of Lou i s . W h e n the Channe l 
I s l ande r came to G a s p é he came with the pu rpose to 
m a k e his for tune in the fishing and r e tu rn . T h e capi­
tal ist usual ly did so, bu t the men and boys he b r o u g h t 
to ca r ry on his business s tayed on and are s t ay ing yet . 
T h e pass ing years have made them subs tan t ia l a n d 

"The Early Relations between Newfoundland and the Channel 
Islands" (The Geographical Review, Dec., 1916) . 
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dignified families of the coast, loyal to each o ther 
because still loyal t o t he home islands. T h e i r ancient 
r a l ly ing c ry a t home when w r o n g was p u t u p o n any : 
"Ha! Ro; Ha! Ro; à l'aide, mon prince, on me fait 
tort!" still seems to v ibra te on this coast. 

Of these fine Channe l I s l a n d families P e r c é has its 
l a rge share , l a rger , I th ink, t h a n a t any other p o r t of 
G a s p é ; indeed, it migh t well revive the ancient name, 
" L a pe t i te César ie ." A m o n g them, years ago, pil­
g r i m a g e s to the home islands were f requent occur­
rences, annua l necessary occurrences to the m a n a g e r s 
of t he fishing business whose capi ta l lay in J e r s e y , bu t 
t hey a re seldom now. T h e capi ta l has la rge ly come 
across the A t l a n t i c , a n d the Channe l I s l ands are dis­
a p p e a r i n g fa r the r in to the dis tance. 

A m o n g the J e r s e y names here one m a y find L e -
Bout i l l ier , L e M a r q u a n d , V a l p y , D u m a r e s q , H o u -
quoil , B i a rd , Renouf , L e B r e t o n , Bisson, LeSce l leur , 
L e Q u e s n e , L e G r a n d , L e M o n t a i s , L e B r u n , Bower , 
G i b a u t , H a m o n , DeQue t t ev i l l e , L e M a s u r i e r ; a so­
norous g r o u p , a n d a m o n g s t t hem some sonorous tales . 
T o recall , in this C a n a d i a n J e r s e y , childhood hours 
in old J e r s e y , s i t t ing on the knee of Vic tor H u g o 
a n d p u r l o i n i n g candies from his g r ea t child-loving 
pocke t s—th i s is to have absorbed a sweetness, by the 
beare r of one of these names , the late F r a n c i s G ibau t , 
which las ted in to the silvery nightfa l l . 

F e w of the G u e r n s e y families belong to the P e r c é 
coast . W e have noticed t h a t in the 1790 ' s t hey came 
out and set t led on the For i l lon , first a t the I n d i a n 
Cove, a n d with successive arr ivals spread themselves 
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all a long tha t l i t t le peninsula , m a k i n g of it a L i t t l e 
Gue rnsey , as it still is today . 

T h e H u g u e n o t s , never very p o p u l a r with M a i n -
tenon and her K i n g , were equal ly unloved by Lou i s ' s 
governors in Canada . O n the 
slope of Cap -au -Canon where 
the s torm-mas t s tands , in the 
abandoned burial p lot of the 
Eng l i sh Church , now overgrown 
with wild s t rawberr ies , still 
s tand three tablets of stone, one 
m a r k i n g the res t ing place, af ter 
a s tormy life, of C a p t a i n P e t e r 
J o h n D u v a l , p ropr i e to r of Bona-
ven tu re I s l and , a n d the others 
r emind ing the children u n t o the 
th i rd a n d four th a n d fifth gen­
era t ion of the life and influence 
of a H u g u e n o t descendant who, 
by some s t r ange haphazard , 
found out P e r c é by w a y of B e r m u d a . T o this coast he 
was as a s t u rdy map le and his winged seed has scat­
t e red far a n d full, s p r o u t i n g t r u e and s t r o n g wherever 
it has t aken root. 

A n d in the summer days the spoken word of t he 
place is var iega ted by the arr ival a t the beaches of 
Basques of the Basses -Pyrénées from L ' A n s e - a u x -
Gascons and their neighbors , the P a s p e j a c k s . 

Before we en te r the u n d e r g r o u n d of P e r c é to esti­
m a t e its buried myster ies , I would like to d a r e per ­
sonally to conduct the cour teous r eade r t h r o u g h its 
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thoroughfare. One may at least start down over the 
southern wall, the Côte Surprise, and see what one 
may see along this highway where the village spreads 
itself out at full length. The sea cliffs and the beaches 
are at the right, at the left the red and white moun­
tains, ahead the ragged flanks of the northern crags. 
Climbing down into the great broken bowl of the 
Percé stadium, exquisite in its workmanship of form 
and living figures, one is reminded of a fragment of 
the Portland vase despoiled indeed by a desperate 
hand, but suggesting the whole beauty of its perfect 
lines. Over a trembling, timbered bridge crossing a 
red and white gash cut in the rocks by a tumbling 
brook, there is first an upstanding house at the left, 
capacious and towered, commanding a fine view from 
its elevated place which can neither be surpassed nor 
described. I remember the pride with which its 
builder bodied out its imposing proportions. He had 
been a successful advocate in the practice of the 
county and this was to be the adequate home of his 
growing family. But a heavy hand was laid upon him 
in his manhood before the house was done and the 
work of completion was left for others. Now it is a 
retreat for the uneasy and by lucky chance here 
comes its cheery father confessor on his way down­
hill from his morning visitation. Rotund, shining with 
a bénédictine glow, aflame with zeal for all the out 
of doors, intimate with every nook and corner in the 
mountains, on the beaches, in the woods, generous in 
his Acadian English, there could be no more happy 
companion. A daring doctor! He has built his new 
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home on M o n t - J o l i , r igh t in the hear t of t he ancien 

cimetière, and close to the hole out of which two resur­

rectionists took the pe r fo ra ted ca lvar ium of S imon 

Bas ton , the first m a n m u r d e r e d in C a n a d a — a l l of 

which has been faithfully related. 

T h e n nex t is a l i t t le white house in the middle of a 
hayfield. I t is one of the four-square houses wi th 

sharp ly gabled roofs which are as common in t he 

F r e n c h set t lements as the somewhat more e laborate 

chapeau house with dormer windows. I do not know 

which is the more ancient t y p e of house. O n e will 

sometimes hear the chapeau roofs called J e r s e y 

houses, bu t they were here long before the J e r s e y m e n 

and in set t lements all t h rough Quebec where J e r s e y -

men are unknown. Hayf ie ld , I said; well, sometimes 

there is grass among the daisies, mus t a rd , blue vetch 

and tansy . W e e k s of weary , h a p p y n ights in the un­

sealed gues t room of this house were haloed for me 

in generous and unfa i l ing thoughtfulness . T h e r e is, in 

Quebec city, I believe, a widely known law firm do ing 

business unde r the pa r tne r sh ip t i t le of " F l y n n , F l y n n 

a n d F l y n n . " A l l are of G a s p é F r e n c h breeding, a n d 

the boy of this home, who was m y courier, was wont 

to cherish the ambit ion of being the member of this 

firm who would lengthen its t i t le to " F l y n n , F l y n n , 

F l y n n and F l y n n . " 

A t the left, close to the edge of the sea cliff, l ong 

stood a Gue rnseyman ' s home r igh t in the tee th of 

the enemy. S t o r m waves b reak ing on the rocks below 

bespa t te red it and pounded out the securi ty of its 

red foundat ion stones. L i t t l e by l i t t le this cliff face 
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approached the house, till discretion p r o m p t e d deser­
t ion of the p lace , and a new home was bui l t on the 
o ther side of the h ighway. I t is the house behind the 
pop la r s , and in thei r shelter lies tha t r a re a d j u n c t of 
a home in P e r c é , a g a r d e n of flowers. I t overlooks 
ano ther t imber -br idged gu l l y—the very place where 
C a p t a i n K i d d bur ied his t r easu re , and where seekers 
have been caugh t d igg ing by the l ight of the moon 
wi th spades r iveted to t h e haf ts wi th copper nails , 
which would surely " d r a w " the golden doubloons and 
silver p la te . I t is an odd place to r u n down this much 
abused p i ra te—his far thes t nor th , I am sure. B u t it 
is one of the old stories of the coast and I fancy it 
m a y da te back to the t ime of the des t ruct ion of the 
churches, when M a s o n of N e w Y o r k and his crews 
w r o u g h t out their foul w o r k ; K i d d and M a s o n were 
contemporar ies , and it m a y be t h a t some p a r t of 
M a s o n ' s deeds have been t r ans fe r red to K i d d ' s 
a l ready overloaded shoulders . This house was one of 
m y G a s p é homes. O n e does no t wil l ingly p a r a d e the 
int imacies of h o m e ; a responsive m e m o r y is no t 
mere ly b ig with visions of spotless housekeeping and 
fault less cooking, and the ample thoughtfulness of 
Guernsey-Sco tch hospi tal i ty , bu t with the g r ea t e r 
vision within it of an absolute devotion and unfa l te r ­
ing , unspoken love while the years g r e w old. 

B u t one can not go on in this way, te l l ing to an­
other , from the full-horn of experience, of the people 
who compose this thoroughfa re . T h e r e is a s tory and 
a mora l a t every s tep . H e r e you pass a place where 
t he H i g h Sheriff d ines from off the most beautiful 
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" S p o d e " ; there where a l ea rned physician, with a 
quiver full of e x t r a o r d i n a r y tales , will teach you 

music, auction br idge , or how t o swim in the icy 

waters of the Gulf. T h a t p a i r of high gate-pos ts , 

those with the g r ea t balls on 

them, leads u p to something, 

too, by a long avenue of 

aspens and J e r s e y willows 

which hide its dest inat ion. 

F a r t h e r on are the exten­

sive ancient spick-and-span 

buildings of the fishing sta­

t ion—the C. R . C , domi­

na ted by a marvelous figure­

head from some long lost 

craft , an admirably carved, 

full-length figure of a wild 

and bearded Maor i or black-

whiskered Malou in in green 

loin-skirt with axe uplifted 

p r a n c i n g to a fray. I t is re- Théodat-de-Percè 

pu ted t ha t this beautiful 

piece of wood carv ing was found u n k n o w n years ago 

a t G r a n d River , washed ashore from some unrecorded 

wreck, to the hor ror of the fishermen, who believed 

they had found the body of a d rowned sailor. L o n g it 

has been the divinity of P e r c é and has seen maidens 

g row to spinsters and boys to g r a y b e a r d s . I t is the 

most order ly as it is now a most venerable citizen of 

the parish, St . Théoda t , the P e r c é B u d d h a . 

A n d then the l i terary club ! P e r c é is no t wi thout its 
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The Gloria of the Old Red Sandstone 

I mus t cease from these par t icu la rs . A h e a d and on 
either side, a long the thoroughfa re and the lanes 
which d e p a r t f rom it, is the res t ing place of every 
p r iva t e v i r tue , a n d wide-armed hotels (a modern in­
nova t ion) invite the visitor. H e r e we s tand at the 
G r a n d T r i n e , the psychic sector of the vi l lage,—at 
one apex , close u n d e r the moun ta in rises our impos ing 
church, t he mos t beautiful edifice in G a s p é , in all its 
d ign i ty of romanesque go th ic ; where its d iverg ing 
lanes j o in the thoroughfa re , a t one angle s tands the 
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aspi ra t ions and achievements in the gen t le r a r t s . This 
is a place behind closed doors a n d within walls ga r ­
nished with choice selections of cu r ren t a r t a n d the 
spr igh t ly mots of t he countrys ide , where familiar 
spir i ts a re won t to g a t h e r spontaneous ly for enliven­
i n g a n d up l i f t ing intercourse . I t is a gen t lemen ' s 
club : if ladies d e m a n d admission they are cour teously 
bespoken t h r o u g h a l i t t le square hole in t he wall . 
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* ^Ti y 
Now abideth Faith, Hope and Charity 

B u t the village of P e r c é does not exist because of 
its n a t u r a l beauty . T h e real life of the place is still 
today , as it has been for two h u n d r e d and fifty years , 
on the g r e a t fishing beaches which are divided nor th 
and south by the double p r o m o n t o r y of Jo l i -Canon . 
O n the Sou th Beach the venerable C. R . C. has held 
possession for a cen tury or more , and though the mode 
of the business is changing , ye t its equ ipment of build­
ings still bears the expression of its historic order­
liness. 

A t the N o r t h Beach one c o m p a n y has followed 
another in the business of cu r ing fish. W i t h the pass­
ing of the ancient mode of m a r k e t i n g the fish, the 
catch to be seen on these beaches was for m a n y years 
less t h a n it used to be ; the g r o u n d was almost bare of 
d r y i n g flakes and one could not see 5 0 , 0 0 0 fish spread 
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post office, nea r the other the flower of domest ici ty, 
while a long the base of the t r i ang le a r e the shire 
bui ldings, our g u e r d o n of order a n d jus t ice . I t is the 
t r i ang le which typifies the life of the communi ty a n d 
binds by a t r iune chain the church a n d s ta te and home. 
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Loading Cod-heads à la mode 

N o r a r e we wi thou t civic sent iment , as the l i t t le 
p a r k consecrated to the memory of Sir Wi l l i am 
E d m o n d L o g a n shows. L o g a n was the founder of t he 
Geological S u r v e y of C a n a d a in 1 8 4 3 . Scotch by 
descent , of M o n t r e a l by bir th, W e l s h by t r a i n i n g in 
the geology of the coal, he came back first to N o v a 
Scot ia a n d N e w Brunswick to s tudy the coals of T h e 
J o g g i n s , then to Pennsy lvan ia . A n d hav ing got his 
fire a l ight wi th his belief in t he vast minera l weal th 
of Canada , he set the influences at work which or-
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to the sun at once a t a single s tat ion, a common sight 
not long ago. B u t now tha t overzealous Gloucester-
m e n have broken their own backs, the ancient mode 
has come back again , with i ts historic a roma, which, 
if dis tasteful a t first to t e n d e r noses, is soon recog­
nized as an essential and invigora t ing, as it is a ven­
erable, e lement of the coast. 
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ganized this official survey, and was himself made its 
director. A s soon as his organization was perfected, 
after a brief inspection of the N o v a Scotia coal fields, 
he at once entered on the Gaspé peninsula and here 
the first entire season of the survey was spent in that 
year, 1 8 4 3 . Though he found neither coal nor any 
other mineral wealth of mo­
ment, he did find a great treas­
ure house of important knowl­
edge and laid the foundation 
of all that has been, or can ever 
be, done to unravel the making 
of this part of the earth. 

So it was very appropriate C.K 
that the beginning of his most 
excellent career in Canada should be commemorated 
here, and one brilliant day, when all the world was at 
peace and in the presence of geologists from many 
countries, the sheriff's daughter pulled aside the flag 
of Canada from the face of the bronze medallion tab­
let which bad been placed on the vertical cliff of lime­
stone that projects its head through the lower slope of 
Cape Canon. This little monument was dignified by 
the highmindedness of Mr. LeMarquand and Mr. 
Hamon, managers for the C. R. C , who gave the plot 
of ground on which it stands, for a public park, with 
the Geological Survey of Canada as trustee. Then we 
put an iron fence about it, graded it and laid out a 
walk. So Gaspé is in possession of at least two public 
monuments to great geologists, Sir Wil l iam L o g a n 
and H u g h Miller. 



L'île Percée 
I n his first year in G a s p é , 1 8 4 3 , L o g a n spent much 

t ime on a n d abou t the For i l lon . F o r several weeks he 
m a d e his c a m p on the beach a t L i t t l e Gaspé , and in 
his le t ters he records the fact t h a t here he lost his com­
pass . I n the yea r 1 9 1 7 , the G u e r n s e y boys p lowing 
in the ne ighborhood t u r n e d out of the soil an ancient 
d ia l -compass such as the geologist uses in regions 
where the needle is subjec t to magne t i c dis t ract ions, 
for loca t ing his t r u e nor th . Th i s in s t rumen t bears 
every m a r k of venerable associations, and I have l i t t le 
doub t t h a t it is the one d r o p p e d by S i r W i l l i a m 
seventy-four years before. 
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X I I I 

A Geologist's Eden—Diversity of structures—Dissected Appa­
lachians—The Gaspé sigmoid—Balance of Geography and 
Geology—The succession of rock formations—The making of 
the old mountains—Life in Percé Rock—"Caledonids"—The 
later mountains on the old mountain roots. 

TH E migh ty amphi thea t r e whose walls begin a t 
C a p - B l a n c a t the south, ex tend a long the Côte 

Surpr i se , then into the hills of I r i sh town, and from 
there curve nor th into the high bu t t ress of the Tab le -
à-rolante and on to the Mura i l les of the M a l b a y , en­
closes the a rena in which lies P e r c é ; and in this a rena , 
where the broken ends of the colosseum touch the 
shores, goes on the never end ing fight between sea 
and land. N o spot in all Appa lach ia , in all the east­
e rn coun t ry m a d e or influenced by the upl i f t of the 
A p p a l a c h i a n Moun ta ins , indeed in all the land from 
these quiet Coasts of t he M o u n t a i n E n d s to the Va l ­
ley of H u r r y , * presents so g r e a t a diversity of geo­
logical s t ruc tu re as has here been b rough t together . 
P e r c é and its near-by shores have mer i ted the dist inc­
t ion of p resen t ing unde r most p ic turesque conditions, 
both of se t t ing and color, an ex t r ao rd ina ry series of 
problems for the s tuden t of the ear th ' s history. A n 
a t t e m p t to outl ine them here mus t be merciful and 
very untechnical . 

* The Mississippi; sometimes called the "Valley of the New 
Democracy.'' See The French in the Heart of America, by John 
Finley. 
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N o volcanic ou tbu r s t has had a n y t h i n g to do with 

the beet l ing t o p o g r a p h y of the place ; no more , indeed, 
t h a n have the uneasy trol ls and kobolds in the moun­
ta in rif ts . Th i s it is well t o say because a d i s rupted , 
b roken and rocky coun t ry seems to the casual mind t o 
in t ima te violence, while there has never been, in the 
bui ld ing of this coast, any force more violent t h a n the 
bea t ing of the waves even as they wash the shores 
today . T h e folded and sea-eaten cliffs are p a r t s of 
the A p p a l a c h i a n m o u n t a i n r idges . T h e r ivers of th is 
m o u n t a i n r a n g e all a long its line have cut ways here 
a n d there , bu t none could cut so deep as the sea and 
only here does the m o u n t a i n system touch the sea. 
T h e r e is a sent imenta l as well as scientific interest 
in the fact , so of ten rehearsed, t h a t here is the sea­
w a r d end of this ent ire g r e a t system which gives 
form to the A t l a n t i c seaboard of N o r t h Amer ica . T h e 
r idges which s t and above the wa te r p lane a t P e r c é 
a re not the ou te rmos t of the moun ta in series. S t a n d on 
the P e r c é wharf a n d unde r the eye a t the nor th , r i s ing 
"swell on swell ," as Bishop M o u n t a i n said of them, 
a re the two ranges which end, one in P o i n t St . P e t e r 
and the o ther in Sh iphead Cape . B e y o n d the Ship-
head point of Cape G a s p é lies still ano ther which ends 
i ts course a t Cap-des-Rosiers and g u a r d s the S t . 
L a w r e n c e R i v e r mouth . These are the outer A p p a l a ­
chians which, en te r ing F r e n c h C a n a d a from their 
r ig id course t h r o u g h P u r i t a n N e w E n g l a n d , swing 
away f rom their stiff nor theas t backbone th rough a 
g r e a t ogee arc into an east and finally a southeast 
curve to thei r end. I t is this G a s p é sigmoid which gives 
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shape a n d grace to the Gaspes ian peninsula , a n d 
whose existence would have menaced the in tegr i ty of 
C a n a d a were it not for the S t . L a w r e n c e River . A t 
Pe rcé , the cliffs of Whi t ehead , of Canon , Jo l i , the 
P e r c é Rock , the Murai l les , wi th B a r r é , t h e T ro i s 
Soeurs , P i c d A u r o r e , all a re p a r t s of the folds of 
these mounta ins , j u s t as are the long tongues of rock 
l and a t the no r th which m a k e the peninsu la of S t . 
P e t e r and of the For i l lon . 

Of ten elsewhere in A p p a l a c h i a the old folds which 
have challenged the dest ruct ive agencies of the air 
have become valleys of the p resen t day , while old 
in te rmonta ine hollows a re now themselves the high­
lands . B u t we have a l ready observed the as tonishing 
fact t ha t G a s p é B a y , M a l b a y a n d the r iver systems 
which enter t h e m lie in the old hollows be tween the 
original mounta ins . Th i s fact is sufficiently impres­
sive when one tries to th ink of the uncountab le years 
t h r o u g h which this relat ion has k e p t its per fec ted bal­
ance. T h e sea has en te red into the valleys a n d the 
folded land is still ups t and ing . 

I n the succession of these memories of the lost l ands 
and the lost mounta ins of Gaspes ia and the scarred 
l and left behind, we mus t keep in mind tha t it is all 
very ancient , and , like the whole of Appa lach ia , r e p ­
resents the earliest g r o u p of sea-made rocks in the 
geological co lumn—the Paleozoic. T h e divisions 
which compose it a re these, beg inn ing with the oldest : 
the Cambrian, whose rock beds here have hi ther to re ­
fused to yield any evidences of l ife; the Ordovician, 
whose fossils m a y be found in the south flank of M t . 
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Jo l i , in the fa r the r g r a y cliffs of C a p - B l a n c , benea th 
t he Mura i l l e s where the coulée comes down to t he 
sea f rom the G r a n d e C o u p e ; the Silurian, in the no r th 
flank of M o n t - J o l i and , wi th the Ordovician, m a k i n g 
the g r e a t r i n g of l imestone moun ta ins which encircle 
all P e r c é a n d the table l and of S t e . A n n e . F r o m C a p -
B l a n c a t the south, t h r o u g h the I r i sh town hills and 
the high t imbered moun ta ins to the west , cu rv ing be­
nea th the G r a n d e C o u p e cliff, these Ordovic ian-Si lu­
r i an rocks r e a p p e a r on the nor theas t a t the w a t e r edge 
of M a l b a y . I n p r o p e r succession above come the rocks 
of t he Devonian system, which a re of l a rge impor­
t ance here a n d t ake the following order f rom the bot­
t o m u p w a r d : the oldest a re the g r a y l imestones a t 
C a p - B a r r é , which m a y also be seen on the first ascent 
of the n o r t h m o u n t a i n road ( B a r r é l imestone) ; t hen 
follow the g r e a t sandstones , both white a n d da rk , in 
t he sea face of the Tro i s Soeurs a n d the P i c d A u r o r e , 
with reddish l imestones beneath ( P i c d A u r o r e se­
r ies) ; a n d above these, in p r o p e r o rder of t ime, the 
red-yel low limestones of the P e r c é R o c k which a re 
r epea t ed on the Mura i l l e s . These a re all of the age 
of the L o w e r or E a r l y Devon ian , and they rep resen t 
all the mar ine records of this l ong age t h a t a re here 
k n o w n ; t h a t is, the Midd le and U p p e r s tages of 
D e v o n i a n t ime presen ted in thei r fullness elsewhere 
as deposi ts f rom the sea, a re not r epresen ted here. 

O n e will no t find these chap te rs of the rocky record 
so easy to read as the mere s t a t emen t of t hem m a y 
imply . T h e y are but scat tered f ragments , here one and 
there another , which only ceaseless pa t ience has been 
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able to ma tch toge ther into one p ic ture . I n the perfec­
tion of order ly procedure , N a t u r e laid them d o w n ; 
in slow b u t irresistible revolt , she tore them asunder 
and scat tered their pieces. She left t o them who can 
read, the s tory of her achievements in peace when her 
seas n u r t u r e d the progress of life, and the t r i u m p h s 
of her wars when she rooted u p the bot toms from the 
seas to build them into mounta ins and drove their 
l iving th ings away with infinite sacrifice bu t into pos­
sibilities of higher development . 

A l l of the s t r a t a we have ment ioned s tand near ly 
ver t ical ; the most s t r ik ing fea ture of the P e r c é cliffs 
is this up r igh t pos ture of its rock beds, b rough t out 
with s ta r t l ing effect at Jo l i , P e r c é Rock and in C a p -
Blanc , while on the face of the P i c d A u r o r e there 
s tands unde r the eye a clear, sharp fold of all the 
rocks. T h o u g h the a t t i tude of these s t r a t a a long the 
east f ront is actual ly a slight slope to the south away 
from the vertical, yet one m u s t measu re his concep­
tion of these cliffs and the enormous d is turbance to 
which they have been subjected by the reflection t ha t 
all their layers were once flat in the bo t tom of the sea. 

U p o n these upt i l ted beds of l imestone and shale 
and their sharp , rough , denuded edges lies the g r e a t 
red man t l e of gen t ly folded, almost horizontal , rock, 
which makes the Table -à - ro lan te ( M t . S te . A n n e ) , 
the t ip of the P i c d ' A u r o r e , the shore cliffs of the 
Sou th Beach, all of B o n a v e n t u r e I s l and and the 
slopes from Cannes-des-roches to Corner-of- the-
Beach and a round the M a l b a y to P o i n t S t . P e t e r . 
Th i s sheet of red conglomerate and sandstone was 
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called by Sir W i l l i a m L o g a n the B o n a v e n t u r e forma­
t ion. I t is no t a mar ine deposit , b u t one formed by the 
wash or d r a inage from Perces ia , the g r ea t lost ar id 
l and of the Gulf , and it is the last and latest t e r m of 
the rock series of the coun t ry . I t represen ts in p a r t 
the l a te r s tages of the Devonian t ime and the earlier 
p a r t of the Carboniferous age , nex t succeeding. 

These are the gross facts, bu t they are a mere hint 
of the s tory . T h e y speak no th ing of the challenge 
t h r o w n down to the geologist by the pa in ted cliffs 
of P i c d ' A u r o r e and its sisters, whose s t ruc tu re is 
obvious enough in the te l l ing bu t not in the finding. 
T h e y a re s p a r i n g in words of the weal th of buried 
life in the P e r c é R o c k and in the g r ea t l imestone fes­
toon which encircles P e r c é a n d its mounta ins . 

So e x t r a o r d i n a r y an exhibit of geology are these 
cliffs t h a t as my indust r ious hammer rests for a while 
I feel t h a t only the open ing chap te r of thei r s tory has 
been read . A n d this geological s tory, condensed to its 
u t t e rmos t and set down for those who m a y be inter­
ested in this older his tory of the coast, r uns somewhat 
t h u s : 

T h e up t i l t ed coast rocks are t he roots of the ancient 
m o u n t a i n r idges whose folds r a n and still r u n in land 
in abou t the direct ion of the longer axis of P e r c é 
Rock . Fo l low u p w a r d into the sky the line of inclina­
t ion of these rock beds and you m a y conceive the 
moun ta inous heights they migh t have reached had 
not t he wa te r s worn them away as they rose. O n e 
m u s t th ink of these ha rd beds as hav ing been folded 
u p , not in a single g r ea t rock wave bu t into m a n y , 
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and these m a j o r waves c rumpled in to smaller ones, 
as one sees little wavelets on the back of a g r e a t sea 
wave. T h e smaller waves or close folds one m a y see in 
the face of the Mura i l les and on C a p - a u - C a n o n , b u t 
the g rea t e r folds can be b rough t back to the mind ' s 
eye only by the res tora t ion of the lost p a r t s , which 
have been swept away by the waves and worn off by 
long exposure to the weather . T h e rock format ions 
at M o n t - J o l i a re r epea ted a t C a p - B l a n c two miles 
away, which means either t ha t one g r e a t fold of these 
rocks, sweeping u p w a r d into the air, j o ined these two 
p a r t s or t h a t they were connected by a series of 
smaller folds. I t is easy to u n d e r s t a n d how the forces 
so t r emendous as to shove the flat rock beds in to 
moun ta in r anges would also b reak and crush these 
r igid masses ; so when folds were made a n d were not 
firmly suppo r t ed from beneath , their p a r t s would slip 
and set t le down a long such lines of f rac ture or be 
shoved a long one over the other . T h e r e are evidences 
of such displacements , or faul ts , of sl ight amoun t on 
the south face of M o n t - J o l i , a t C a p - B a r r é and else­
where. 

B u t the p a r t s of these folded l imestones which rose 
high over the interval from C a p - a u - C a n o n to C a p -
Blanc have been faul ted deep down and are com­
pletely worn away by ages of solution and erosion, so 
tha t we can only infer thei r existence u n d e r the sheet 
of red conglomera te which mant les all this low region. 

T h e m o u n t a i n - m a k i n g epoch which t u r n e d these 
beds of the sea into high land was d u r i n g the per iod 
of the Midd le Devon ian . W e know it was no earlier, 
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because the P e r c é R o c k is a p a r t of the la tes t rock 
format ion of this up t i l t ed series and it belongs to the 
L o w e r Devon ian . A l l t h r o u g h the long stretches of 
Midd le D e v o n i a n t ime and far in to the la te or U p p e r 
Devon ian , the new-made moun ta in s faced the rains , 
the e rod ing s t r eams , the glacial ice and the s t r o n g 
acids of the air t h r o u g h the centuries , till their t ops 
were cut down into valleys a n d low, j a g g e d cliffs, 
now for t h e mos t p a r t bur ied deep beneath the r ed 
conglomera tes . 

W e have spoken of these moun ta ins as r idges of 
the A p p a l a c h i a n s , b u t this is no t a quite accura te ex­
pression, for in P e n n s y l v a n i a and southward the 
Si lur ian , D e v o n i a n a n d Carboniferous rocks were 
folded u p toge ther , bu t in these no r the rn mounta ins 
the folds were m a d e before the Carboniferous t ime 
began , indeed, before the Devon ian per iod had closed ; 
so the A p p a l a c h i a n s a t the south and a t the nor th are 
not an equal measu re of t ime or of work. T h e geolo­
gis t is won t to dis t inguish these no r the rn mounta ins , 
m a d e d u r i n g the Devon ian period, as "Caledonids , " 
a t e r m which br ings them into closer comparison with 
the composi t ion and da te of the m a k i n g of the old 
Ca ledonian moun ta ins in Scot land, which ex tend 
thence nor th a long the coast of N o r t h Green l and a n d 
so tie u p with these of G a s p é . 

I t was long t h a t these Caledonid mounta ins stood 
uncovered to the a t t acks of the a tmosphere , a n d dur ­
i ng their day the sea was far away a n d not a m o n g 
the consp i ra tors aga ins t them. Over thei r high D e ­
vonian surfaces the l and ice of local glaciers accumu-
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la ted and g r o u n d its w a y out t h r o u g h the d ra inage 
channels . T h e n came a slow depression of all the l and ; 
high levels were b rough t low ; l i t t le by l i t t le the wa te r s 
of the g r e a t S t . L a w r e n c e River , whose ancient chan­
nel lies t h r o u g h the hear t of the Gulf, sp read over 
the l and where the Gul f now lies, and still f a r the r 
down it sunk till the ou te r sea rose to j o i n the del ta 
wa te r s of the r iver. Ove r the submerged land, from 
P e r c é a t the nor th , far sou thward into N e w B r u n s ­
wick, the river, flowing southward , poured its depos­
its of débris, sand, rounded pebbles of g ran i t e and 
j a s p e r and l imestone, often g r e a t blocks of s tone 
la rge as a man , mater ia l s heaped u p by the fresh 
waters and by the floating ice, and dis t r ibuted t h e m 
all a long the eas te rn edge of the old moun ta in roots . 
R e d with iron, these masses of the B o n a v e n t u r e for­
mat ion now s tand a long the presen t shores, 1 2 0 0 feet 
in the air at S te . A n n e - d e - P e r c é . T o these heights 
they have been raised by the u p w a r d or "pos i t ive" 
movement of the land which ended long ago and gave 
to the whole coastline a stabil i ty from which it has not 
much depa r t ed in all the la te r ages of the ear th , save 
as the sea has p laned away its ou t s t and ing edges. Th i s 
man t l e of Bonaven tu re conglomera te , from beneath 
which the roots of the old l imestone mounta ins will 
be found peep ing here and there , in the P i c d A u r o r e , 
in the Coulée, a t C a p - B l a n c , at L i t t l e R ive r E a s t , 
P o r t Danie l , the B lack Capes , etc., does not reach 
very far back from the coast and grows th inner the t 

fa r ther in it goes, as a g r ea t del ta deposit should. 
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X I V 

Heights of Parnassus—The mountain name—The rolling mesa— 
The sliced-off cliffs—Petite Ste. Anne—Flat conglomerates— 
The extraordinary circumvallation of the mountain—The 
scenic ramparts—Glen of Cannes-des-Roches—Jean Jean of 
the Vale—Amphitheatre and Grande-Coupe—A rifted-relict 
mountain—Its scattered parts; broken cliffs at Malbay; the 
Robin reefs; Bonaventure Island—The Helicon of the Gulf. 

SO M E temera r ious ven tu re r s in the twil ight of the 
gods t r i ed to scale the O l y m p i a n heights by p i l ing 

one m o u n t a i n r a n g e u p o n another . E v e n so here a t 
P e r c é ; a n d while one m o u n t a i n is pi led a top the roots 
of others , they toge ther will he lp be t te r t o scale P a r ­
nassus , even t h o u g h A p o l l o m a y be away salmon 
fishing. 

N a t u r e has t aken various ways in the m a k i n g of 
he r moun ta in s . T h e r e has been no indiscriminate toss­
i ng toge the r of rocks into g r e a t piles in this depa r t ­
m e n t of ea r th bui lding. E v e n where t he aspect of 
the ea r th looks angr ies t a n d the moun ta ins seem to 
have b roken violently away from res t ra in ing fet ters , 
the re has been no th ing disorder ly in the outcome. O n 
A l p or Se lk i rk or H i m a l a y a , one beholds the sub­
l imity of m a j e s t y a m o n g the m o u n t a i n p e a k s ; all 
these are molded on a g igant ic scale of deformat ion, 
b u t still all very much on the simple p l an of the g r e a t 
wave b reak ing on the beach. T h e li t t le mounta in , 
unimpress ive in its lines pe rhaps , m a y be cast in a 
different mold, of a r a r e and unusua l p a t t e r n . A n d 
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this is why the sacred m o u n t a i n of P e r c é , which broods 
over the li t t le village, ca tch ing first the da r t s of the 
coming day and cas t ing the first shadows over its 
evening repose, is r a re a m o n g moun ta ins . 

I n the ancient Colosseum, a t the center , facing the 
arena, stood the E m p e r o r ' s dais and marquee ; and on 
the broken colosseum of this coast the Tab le -à -
ro lan te s tands facing all t ha t is lost and all t h a t re ­
mains of the migh ty s tad ium of Perces ia . W e can not 
say when the moun ta in changed its ancient n a m e of 
Tab le -à - ro lan te to S te . A n n e . Th i s change was a 
spi r i tual dispensat ion which p robab ly can not have 
the approva l of the B o a r d of Geograph ic N a m e s . T h e 
moun ta in l ineaments of Gaspé , the no r the rn A p p a l a ­
chia, swing round , as we have noticed, like the u p p e r 
half of the le t te r S. O n e r ange with ano ther follows 
their l ong curves, and flat upon their worn-off roots , 
caugh t in the embrace of these curv ing a rms , lies the 
moun ta in of our p resen t r ega rd . 

T o comprehend the s t ruc tu re of this mesa-moun­
ta in , and to unde r s t and why it elicits the enthus iasm 
of the geologist , the cour teous reader will k indly lay 
aside this book till he has wandered , if fate permi t s , 
a m o n g its defiles and has caugh t the s ingular regu­
lar i ty of its l ines; then we can unde r s t and be t te r the 
causes which have conspired to make it. 

D r i n k i n g in first a full view of the r u d d y moun­
ta in face t ha t glows down on P e r c é village from u n d e r 
i ts spruce , no t ing the downward roll of its smooth 
t o p toward the nor th , we t a k e our w a y sou thward 
u p the d is tant hill to where the E n g l i s h church dis-
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courages the pract ices of the faith by a needlessly 
breathless approach . A t t h a t poin t one can look in to 
a chasm or gulf ly ing between the ma in mass of the 
u p s t a n d i n g rock wall and a lower- ly ing body of rock 
r is ing p a r t w a y u p the acclivity. Th i s lower mass is 
P e t i t e S te . A n n e , a l i t t le m o u n t a i n of herself, bu t 
b roken away a n d s l ipped down from the mother mass . 
Thence onward the road rises higher upon the flank 
of the red m o u n t a i n rocks, bu t ever a t the r ight the 
red rock wall rises sheer to the spruce line. P r e s e n t l y 
the rock of the roadside changes a n d our feet a re 
t r e a d i n g the edges of the vert ical g r a y limestones, the 
roots of the older (S i lu r i an ) moun ta ins on which the 
newer m o u n t a i n res ts . Off a t the left a r e t he rol l ing 
walls of these old g r a y l imestone mounta ins fall ing 
back into the t rackless bush, b u t at the r ight the ver­
tical walls pass into the marvelous ins inuat ing curve 
of the " A m p h i t h e a t r e , " where the rounded, weathered 
faces of the heavy rock beds are s t reaked blue-black 
by the m a n g a n e s e seeping from the moist soil over­
head. I n this p ic turesque crescent the vertical wall 
has lost some of its height , bu t it rises aga in as we 
come out of the looping road which runs beneath it 
a n d skir ts its u p s t a n d i n g r ea r but t ress looking t o w a r d 
the west. So far in our circle we have been following 
the south or " l ong r o a d " ; t he square moun ta in castle 
of the Ladycliff lags behind as we pass on to where 
our road picks u p a t a schoolhouse corner the branch 
from the nor th side, the "shor t cut ," and both to ­
ge the r flow on, a corrie road cut th rough the slope of 
the spruce cliffs, with the t rees overhang ing on one 
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This waterfall at St. Pierre drops directly into 
the waters of the St. Lawrence. 

Photograph by Rush P. Marshall 
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side, while on the o ther they d r o p sha rp ly d o w n w a r d 
to the wa te r of a moun ta in g o r g e ; a t the r igh t one 
walks a m o n g the t ree roots , a t the left he is sa i l ing 
airily a m o n g spires of spruce . D o w n the w a y leads , 
becoming a t each s tep more embowered in t he forest , 
till p resen t ly the g reensward of a brook level is 
reached, a place where kelpies a re known to dance 
by moonl ight wi th the wa te r n y m p h s , where elf-can­
dles b u r n while the old s tory is to ld over aga in . T h e n c e 
on the t rou t - l aden brook da r t s cha t t e r ing s t r a igh t 
down to the sea between the defiles of Cannes-des-
Roches , r u n n i n g t h r o u g h the vale of J e a n J e a n a n d 
so nea r his shieling t ha t one migh t t ake t r o u t by a 
cast f rom the u p p e r windows—or almost . A n d if this 
sounds poetical it is no t so much so as the C a n a d i a n 
songs t h a t have floated out and u p w a r d f rom these 
windows.* 

W e should have t u r n e d backward where t h e roads 
jo ined , for we are m a k i n g our way abou t the c r a g 
foot and the "shor t c u t " completes the circuit . T h i s is 
" F a t h e r Lavoie ' s road , " an u n d e r t a k i n g of dizzy 
g rades which lessen the dis tance across by he igh ten ing 
both the angles while he ightening also the beau ty of 

* Cannes-des-Roches, a glen of extraordinary beauty, is the 
home of but a single family, that of Jean Jean, a silent philoso­
pher, whose wife prefers to call herself Mrs. John John. And the 
Val is not wanting to make the name complete and picturesque. 
Jean Jean of the Vale is of Jersey too, of the same atmosphere 
that gave birth to Jean Valjean. It is a delightful embrasure in 
the forest-clad cliffs and here the Canadian poet Chapman has 
sung, with the spirit of New France, of the loves which spread 
themselves through these groves and buskets to where the little 
burn loses itself in the Malbay. 

169 



L'île Percée 
the su r round ings . F a c e t o w a r d P e r c é , then , we pass 
aga in u n d e r the scarp of the Ladycliff, a t the r ight , 
ca tch ing here a n d again , with every depression on the 
left, brief g l impses of the blue M a l b a y . T h e road is 
rough a n d p rec ip i tous ; suddenly a t the summi t it 
d rops down by a succession of sha rp falls into the 
shadow of the G r a n d e Coupe , where the red rock wall 
rises in its most impos ing ma jes ty . I n t o its embrace 
the road winds as it d id on the opposi te side of the 
m o u n t a i n into t he A m p h i t h e a t r e which we have long 
passed. B l a c k wa te r s t r ickle over this carnel ian bas­
t ion a n d g a t h e r toge the r a t its base in a precipi tous 
coulée which gashes the white l imestone m o u n t a i n 
foot down to t h e sea. F r o m the heights as one en te rs 
this wal led enclosure, the sha rp red campani le of the 
P i c d A u r o r e confronts him a t the exit across the 
chasm, velvet g r een u p o n her shoulders bu t d r o p p i n g 
he r au ro ra l t inc tu re over all the sea wall to the s t r and 
benea th . 

F r o m the G r a n d e C o u p e on, one ascends again the 
lower wall of the moun ta in , the lower rol l ing slope of 
the Tab le -à - ro lan te , and a t its t op faces the p a n o r a m a 
of P e r c é , thence closing the circuit by a long descent 
in to t he vil lage. H e r e a t the G r a n d e Coupe , however, 
lies one of the keys to the moun ta in s t ruc ture . A l o n g 
the roadside u p w a r d lies a g r e a t over turned block, 
fal len f rom the face of the sheer cliff above. B e y o n d 
the coulée, a long the shore to Cannes-des-Roches a n d 
fur ther , lies a vast ex t en t of these rocks, u p t u r n e d , 
cleft and s l idden away from their place in the moun­
ta in-mesa . So a t every side of the mesa where the walls 
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The folded rocks below are the limestone roots of the Silurian 
mountains. Over them lie the gently dipping faulted beds of 
Table-à-rolante (Ste. Anne) 

Section from Mt. Ste. Anne across the channel to Bonaventure 
Island, to show how the solution of the folded limestones has 
undermined the blocks of red Bonaventure conglomerate 

r u n n i n g s t ra ight a thwar t it from the G r a n d e Coupe 
to the Amphi thea t r e , t ha t is, from face to face of the 
opposi te faul t cliffs, lies the G r e a t Ri f t ,* a crevasse 
which is in the very act of b reak ing the moun ta in 
asunder , as it has been broken m a n y t imes before. S t e . 
A n n e is only the remain ing upl i f ted f r agment left 

* The Rift which is such an important key to the structure of 
the Table-à-rolante, was first located by Madame Bourassa-
Chauvin, whose ardent zeal has pried open many a hidden story of 
the coast. 
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u p s t a n d have masses been sheared away as one migh t 
cut with a knife a loaf of layer cake. W e see this 
slicing process actual ly unde r way on the P e r c é f ront 
where the P e t i t e S te . A n n e has broken off and is sink­
ing downward . A n d on the summit p l a t fo rm above, 
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behind f rom successive sp l i t t ing of its table by one 
crevasse af ter another . T h e red rocks of the Sou th 
Beach , where the boys pick u p p r e t t y j a s p e r s , have 
p robab ly also slid down from the same u p s t a n d i n g 
height . T h e R o b i n reefs, which p u t their heads above 
w a t e r a t the fall of the t ide, a re r e m n a n t s of such 
s l idden blocks, a n d even B o n a v e n t u r e I s l and , th ree 
miles away, seems to be the rounded r e m n a n t of a 
g r e a t four-sided block which has broken away f rom 
t h e p a r e n t mass of S te . A n n e and t ipped d o w n w a r d 
so t h a t its s teep side f ronts the sea beyond. 

Th i s Tab le -à - ro lan te , then, is a " re l ic t -mounta in ," 
t he r e m n a n t t h a t is left af ter the other p a r t s have been 
broken off a long the vert ical clefts and s l ipped away 
down the g r ad i en t of the u n d e r l y i n g surface. T h e 
cause of this ex t r ao rd ina ry mode of m o u n t a i n m a k i n g 
seems to be a s imple one. A l l these rock s t r a t a of the 
Tab le -à - ro lan te rest flat on u p t u r n e d l imestones. A l l 
of t hem are coarse conglomerates , p u d d i n g stones and 
sandstones , t ho rough ly pervious to the wate rs , while 
the l imestones beneath are more impervious and very 
highly soluble. W h e r e v e r the two rocks come toge ther 
a t the m o u n t a i n base there is store of wa te r so abun­
d a n t t ha t the village people have only to insert a p ipe 
to supp ly the i r homes. Th i s wa te r dissolves the l ime­
stones freely, a n d l i t t le by li t t le has worn out the 
founda t ion on which the m o u n t a i n s t r a t a res t ; has 
unde rmined them, and so they have broken away 
a long vert ical cracks in the g r e a t masses which have 
slowly t raveled down the eroded surface of the l ime­
s tone beds beneath . 
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The Great Rock of Percé has stood offshore through the ages, 
foxing the brilliant skyline of the Murailles. The Perce 
Rock if made up of limestones which are discolored by 
rhythmic lines of iron-red and purple left by infiltering 
waters. Here is a fragment from, this Rock in which a 
secondary influx of color lines has registered upon its heart 
the very outline of the Murailles Cliffs—Barré, the Three 
Sisters and the Pic d'Aurore, thence declining to the coulée 
from the Grande Coupe 
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I know no o ther such m o u n t a i n — a t least none 
which so bri l l iant ly, wi th all the concomi tan t aspects 
of physical beau ty , i l lus t ra tes the ex t r eme resul ts of 
this process of r i f t ing. W e call it a re l ic t -mounta in , as 
i t is b u t a n und i s tu rbed r e m n a n t of a g r e a t e r o n e ; it 
is also a " r i f t -moun ta in , " p roduced by this u n u s u a l 
process of u n d e r m i n i n g a n d r i f t ing. Some of the faces 
of the Catski l l M o u n t a i n s in N e w Y o r k a re due to a 
similar cause ac t ing a t the same per iod in geological 
h is tory b u t never carr ied to such an expressive a n d 
sublime ex t reme . T h e Tab le -à - ro lan te is en t i t led to 
all i ts honors , for it s t ands un ique a m o n g the m o u n ­
ta ins . 
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X V 

Poseidon's deadly trident—The ruin of the land—New York's 
abandoned seal—The Lyonesse—Where lies the buried Atlan­
tis—Land bridges across the Atlantic—The lost land of 
Gaspé; its boundaries—The eternal St. Lawrence—The rape of 
Percesia—The endless fugue—Rhythms of the inorganic. 

TH E imagina t ion has loved to frolic wi th the lost 
lands which have fallen victim to the sea. T h e 

stories of the A t l a n t i s t h a t P l a t o p u t in the mou ths 
of Cr i t ias a n d T i m a e u s have p layed u p o n the fancies 
of a h u n d r e d genera t ions and given bir th to uncount ­
able sophomoric t reat ises . A m o n g the A r t h u r i a n 
legends , in the e leventh-century chronicles of F l o r ­
ence of W o r c e s t e r , a re tales of the vanished islands of 
the Cornwal l coast, the Lyonesse , which modern E n g ­
lish fiction has w r o u g h t into romance. A n d it m a y 
well be t r u e t ha t these legends are t radi t ions res t ing 
on a basis of fact, for no th ing is more likely t h a n t h a t 
b roken islets on r a g g e d coasts should have given w a y 
to the waves. T h e pioneer pilots of N e w Y o r k ' s ship 
of S t a t e p u t on their g r ea t seal a device which repre ­
sented a rocky islet aga ins t which the surges a re 
b r e a k i n g — F r u s t r a , as they said in the legend about 
it . I t was a ven turesome figure indeed and far from 
the concept ion which the fathers had in mind. T h e 
fa thers ' sons saw more wisely t ha t these waves would 
not beat u p o n the islet in vain, and so the symbol was 
discarded for one t r u e r to their ideals. T h e r e m a y have 

174 



Percesia 
been a real A r m o r e l for the lost Lyonesse of L a n d ' s 
E n d , a n d today geologists a re seriously say ing the re 
m a y indeed have been an A t l a n t i s beyond the P i l l a r s 
of Hercu le s , even as the stories have told it. Carefu l 
acoustic measurements of the t o p o g r a p h y of the sea 
bo t tom a long the coast of S p a i n a n d no r the rn Af r i ca 
show a wide and deep depression of g r e a t l eng th 
which it is t hough t m a y be a downsunken block of 
ear th out of whose b roken mass have oozed u p w a r d 
the volcanic isles of C a p e Verde , the Azores and the 
Canar ies . 

T h e rebui ld ing of ancient and lost l and br idges 
across the seas, from G a s p é to Br i t a in , f rom Sou th 
Amer ica to Afr ica , is one of the fascinat ing deduc­
tions of modern geology in its a t t e m p t s to p ic ture the 
ear th as it has been. N a t u r a l l y our p resen t seaboards 
are fr inged with the remains of what the land has lost. 
Some At l an t i s has gone down, pe rhaps , in a collapse 
of the ear th ' s crust , bu t the Lyonesse and our own 
lost lands of Perces ia have been gnawed away by the 
waves into rocky shoals or smoothed rock p la t forms . 
T h e imaginat ion easily builds out the r agged gulf-
f ront of G a s p é in to its ancient demesne, and if re­
stored to their old propor t ions , the lost mounta ins 
would be only the ranges of the presen t carr ied far­
ther out to sea. T h e cliffs of the For i l lon between 
G a s p é B a y and the S t . Lawrence , with their rock 
beds s loping u p toward the nor th , would have risen 
to high summits , to come down again on their fa r ther 
curves pe rhaps five miles fa r ther out . A t least we can 
say t h a t t he sea p l a t fo rm which bounds the b roader 
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channel of t he r iver and has been smoothed off by t he 
waves, lies far out , and the ends of those r idges r a n 
t e n miles or more ou t into the Gulf, for t h a t is where 
t he " A m e r i c a n B a n k " lies and its rocks are a p a r t 
of t hem. T h e s teep Mura i l l e s t ha t face M a l b a y would 
have r u n high a n d well into t h a t bay , a n d the moun­
ta ins they m a d e s t re tched eas tward into the Gulf, 
t a k i n g in the capes of J o l i and C a n o n and the P e r c é 
R o c k . T h e i r sou the rn s t re tch was fortified by a ma­
jes t i c flank, of which C a p - B l a n c is the coastwise 
r e m n a n t , while over thei r lower p a r t s s t re tched the 
g r e a t hor izontal rock man t l e which reached from Ste . 
A n n e to B o n a v e n t u r e I s l a n d a n d beyond far ou t to 
sea. 

T h a t is the p ic tu re in p a r t . I t is like t r y i n g to re ­
s tore the f rayed a n d broken work of an old mas te r , 
t o b r i n g its l ineaments back to l ife; bu t the p ic tu re is 
n o t done till we repeople those lost l ands wi th such 
c rea tu res as found the j o y of life u p o n them. O n the 
vine-clad hills and valleys of P l a t o ' s lost A t l a n t i s was 
a k i n g d o m of men , a n d f rom its harbors sailed a fleet 
of vessels to the po r t s of o ther lands . O n these rocky 
arches a n d in te rmont s of lost Pe rces ia w h a t P l a t o 
shall tell of the doings of life, of the forces incuba t ing 
for be t te r th ings in the h idden purposes of N a t u r e ? 
These are the lands Car t i e r m igh t have found if he 
h a d come a t an earl ier day . H i s Petite Hermine 
would have th readed its way not across a gulf, a round 
its is lands a n d in to its bays , bu t u p the thoroughfares 
of a still g r e a t e r S t . L a w r e n c e River bounded by its 
now lost banks and o p e n i n g into the sea t h r o u g h the 
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channel which now separa tes N e w f o u n d l a n d f rom 
Cape B r e t o n . * 

Perces ia , t ha t romant ic lost coun t ry of spruce-clad 
hil ls—when N a t u r e addressed herself to i ts m a k i n g 
it was wi th the art ist ic sense t h a t found beau ty in 
lofty heights wi thout r u g g e d and s tupendous m a j ­
esty. Seaward their skylines sunk to repose a t the 

* In this footnote seems an appropriate place to explain the 
ancient history of the St. Lawrence River as we understand it. 
Every great river has a different history in its different parts. 
The passing ages have added to or subtracted from its course. 
The Hudson, once a head-water branch of the St. Lawrence, for 
most of its history flowed northward, heading in the southern 
mountains of New York. Its southern portion is a stream of dif­
ferent origin that always flowed south. Now they are one, and 
not long since the river flowed a hundred miles beyond the present 
mouth out through a deep and beautiful gorge to the sea. A later 
age buried the southern end to its present level. With the St. 
Lawrence the history has been somewhat the same. Its early 
course from Montreal to near its present mouth is very ancient, 
but its upper waters through the Thousand Islands seem to have 
the aspect of a young river, with its diffuse contributaries still 
surrounding the remnants of its old divides. The lower river 
channel for a thousand miles is buried beneath the waters of the 
Gulf, from Cape Gaspé to Cape Race, and it seems from a study 
of the admiralty charts that a great branch draining a lost land 
at the northeast, flowed down or up the Strait of Belle-Isle. This 
buried channel, too, we think is very ancient and of common date 
with that which divides Quebec; but it was at the sensitive edge of 
the continent, subject to incursions of the sea with the change of 
level of the land. So far as we can now see, the buried channel was 
formed in the general breakdown of the soft Paleozoic rocks 
against the Laurentian crystallines, but doubtless these lower 
reaches have played various functions, sometimes of active ero­
sion, again of great delta building over a broken seafront and of 
wandering bayous through broad coal jungles; sometimes an 
almost enclosed sea, and now effectively such a sea, but joining 
the ocean through its ancient but submerged channels. 
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w a t e r edge, their summits declined into wavy plains , 
and only as this g n a w i n g cen taur which would be fed 
wi th v i rg in shores came in upon them, ea t ing back 
to the m o u n t a i n spines, have they p u t on the capar i ­
son of s t u r d y war r io rs fighting, b u t f ighting vainly, 
for thei r own. A n d fa r the r south a long the N e w 
B r u n s w i c k wate rs , where the lost lands were b road 
a n d low a n d the cu rv ing ranges of the For i l lon 
reached a r o u n d to enarch them, these, toge ther with 
all the res t t ha t the waves have devoured since the 
days the old S t . L a w r e n c e t raversed the Gul f - land , 
m u s t have m a d e so m a n y thousand square miles t h a t 
the P e r c é which survives is bu t a f r agment of an 
ancient k ingdom, r a p e d by the sea, g r o u n d in the 
mill of the gods , t h rown broadcast like the stones of 
Deuca l ion and P y r r h a to build u p other shores. 

I t would seem highly Byron ic to d r o p into senti­
m e n t over such a commonplace as the bea t ing of the 
waves u p o n the shore. B u t they are the effective en­
gine of change a n d there is a deeper philosophy in 
their r h y t h m t h a n even the poetic vision has seen. 

T h e roll of the wave, whether t a p p i n g the beaches 
like a sa ted k i t t en p l ay ing with a mouse, or irresistible 
as it roars its m a d appe t i t e , is a pulsa t ion of the 
G r e a t H e a r t . I a m not speak ing in figurative t e rms . 
W e catch t he sibilant music of its b reak ing t o p a t 
sea, t he deepest no te of its bluster upon the shoal, 
wi thout a t h o u g h t pe rhaps t ha t it is the v ibran t life 
of the ear th , the hear tbea t of the " inorganic . " W e are 
accustomed to speak of the inorganic in cont ras t to 
the vital , bu t to p resen t t hough t there is no "inor-
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ganic . " I n the waves of l ight beyond the violet t o 
which our eyes are not a t tuned , though so-called lower 
creatures t han we m a y perceive them, are forces 
po ten t for our good or evil, and in the rays beyond 
the red where our percept ions end again , t he re too are 
vibrations to which our happiness and comfort a re 
ad jus ted . T h e pe r fume borne from the wild rose to 
our dull , depaupe ra t ed nerves of smell, is the impac t 
of the waves i t sets in motion, a n d those waves, we 
a re told, a re no t motion alone, bu t substance in mo­
tion. T o what music of the ea r th - rhy thms are our ears 
yet still? T h e tides rise and fal l ; the land sinks and 
the ocean takes its p lace ; the land rises and the sea 
recedes; these a n d the cycles of t ime are a d iapason 
so deep tha t t h rough our ears we can not hear them, 
though their pulsat ions are the unde r tone of life. T h e 
diastrophies of ea r th -mak ing are a music whose nota­
t ion and harmonics can be known only to h im who 
listens t h rough his mind a n d hear t . These are the 
silent harmonies of which the walls which e n w r a p the 
î l e Pe rcée are builded. M y lamented friend, J o s e p h 
Bar re l l of Ya le , w r u n g the music from a wall of rock 
of water- la id sediments, by showing how the record, 
if correctly read, is a succession of rests and beats. 
T h e quiet waters lay down their deposi ts in unin ter ­
rup ted conformity, till a s to rm wave of short length 
and g rea t e r height breaks them. T h e high note passes 
and subsides into the lower beat , aga in recorded in 
unbroken deposits . Slowly the sea bo t tom is raised 
above the waves and the hardened sands and clays are 
worn j a g g e d and rough by the ra ins and s t r e a m s ; 
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slowly the l and sinks benea th t he wa te r s a n d on its 
uneven s t r a t a a re aga in laid t he even deposi ts of the 
quie t sea. T h u s abou t h im everywhere , if one will read 
a n d listen, lie the symphonies of the rocks. 





T h e outdoor clay-covered oven, in which the deli­
cious habitant bread is baked, is a feature of all 
rural Quebec. Th i s one is near Trois-Pistoles . 

Photograph by Bush P. Marshall 



The Cries of the Sea-Fowl 
X V I 

The living cliffs of Bonaventure Island—Le Trou-aux-Margots— 
The largest of the great sea-fowl colonies of the North Atlantic 
—A venerable settlement—The present destruction of the 
birds—Roosevelt on bird protection—The colony on Percé 
Rock—The guardian of the Gannets—Plans for the protection 
of these colonies. 

IN this chap te r I desire to set for th the g r e a t e r 
g lory of Bonaven tu r e I s l and . I t is, in its own way , 

an island of romance in its beginnings and in its hu­
m a n history. I t s very insulat ion is enhanced by a 
channel of ha rd - rush ing t ides s epa ra t i ng i t f rom the 
main land . E l sewhere we have said the island itself is 
a downsunken block of red rocks set a w r y off the 
coast of P e r c é , with its no r theas t e rn face sha rp a n d 
sheer, high above the wate rs , its wes te rn s lop ing 
gen t ly down to the channel . I t lies l ike a book on a 
s loping desk, or a g r o u n d e d ice-floe on an uneven 
bot tom. L o s t p a r t s of it p ro j ec t themselves on the 
nea r side of the channel , b u t on t he gulf side all the 
extensions of its horizontal ledges have been swept 
ou t into the deeper wate rs . I t s cliffs a re , in t hem­
selves, r a the r wondrous th ings , regardless of w h a t is 
on them, for they still bea r the b i r t hmarks of the 
island. 

I n the account we have given of the Tab le -à - ro­
lante , the idea has been intent ional ly conveyed t h a t 
the s t r a t a of t ha t mesa-mounta in had unde rgone but 
sl ight d is turbance , which is t r u e for t h e m in the i r 
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u p s t a n d i n g place. B u t B o n a v e n t u r e , a reft-off p a r t 
of t h a t mesa, has suffered more , and as the voyager 
skir ts the island cliffs on the nor th , a m o n g nooks a n d 
bays , for each of which the fishermen have their 
name , he m a y see the wound in the rocks where the 
heavy ledges broke a p a r t u n d e r thei r s t ra ins , a n d the 
massive scars where these g a p i n g wounds have been 
kni t t oge the r by the heal ing waters . I n I n d i a n days , 
B o n a v e n t u r e was the lair of a fr ightful ogre who 
could s p a n the channel to the ma in l and a t a single 
s t ep and who wore a g a r m e n t with g r e a t pockets 
which he filled wi th women and girls whom he took 
back to his den t o eat . A n d when he washed his ga r ­
m e n t it was h u n g over the edge of the high no r th 
cliffs t o d ry , so t h a t f rom it dra ined all the devil 's 
black and red which you see today s ta in ing these 
cliffs in such ex t r ao rd ina ry fashion from t o p to foot, 
a spec t rum of the blacks, blue-blacks, reds and yel­
lows m a d e by seepage of iron, manganese and pea t 
f rom the sod banks overhead. These are the D u v a l 
Cliffs, c a r ry ing the n a m e of W i l l i a m D u v a l , heir and 
cus todian of all the legends of the island. 

W e have told also of the h u m a n set t lement of t he 
i s l and ; i t was a product ive fishing s ta t ion more t h a n 
a cen tu ry before the J a n v r i n s came, in the last of the 
e ighteenth cen tury . P r o b a b l y its la rges t popu la t ion 
was in the days before the A m e r i c a n forbans bu rned 
its church of S t . Cla i re . T h e r e is a romance in the 
t rad i t iona l doings of the J a n v r i n s , who not only 
caugh t fish b u t fitted ou t p r iva teers to p rey upon the 
F r e n c h m e n of the Gulf. T h e r e are the legends which 
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pers is tent ly cl ing to the name of C a p t . P e t e r J o h n 
D u v a l , who became p ropr i e to r of much of the island, 
— a pr iva teer u n d e r roya l commission, who did 
dough ty deeds in Biscay waters before he re t i red to 
this island desmesne. 

B u t the e n g a g i n g l iving fact about B o n a v e n t u r e 
I s l and is t ha t the migh ty ledges on its far side are 
the res t ing places of vast armies of sea-fowl, the 
larges t of all the breeding places of these birds yet 
r emain ing in the waters of the Gulf. 

E v e n to one who has visited the B i r d Rocks of the 
M a g d a l e n s and climbed a m o n g their sheer walls, the 
B o n a v e n t u r e cliffs are the more impressive and there 
is no deny ing tha t , a p a r t from the h u m a n souls of the 
set t lement , this colony of birds is the most p a l p i t a t i n g 
fact in Pe rcé . 

T h e r e are in this colony, alined a long the hori­
zontal rock ledges, thousands of sea-fowl, cap ta ined 
in n u m b e r by the G a n n e t , Sula bassana, otherwise 
known as the Solan goose of the Bass Rock , off E d i n ­
burgh ; the most beautiful of all our sea-fowl, dressed 
in snow-white p lumage with b lack- t ipped wings and 
saffron-tinted head. This is the la rges t colony of 
G a n n e t s on our A t l an t i c coast. T h e G a n n e t colonies 
of S t . Ivilda, Ai lsa Cra ig , the Bass Rock , of the Skel-
ligs off K e r r y , m a y have g rown l a rge r t h a n this 
unde r the protect ion which the Br i t i sh law has t h rown 
about them, for on some of the islands there an admis­
sion fee is charged to visitors who wish to see the 
birds. M r . T a v e r n e r , the well-known ornithologist of 
O t t a w a , some years ago took a panoramic series of 
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p h o t o g r a p h s of these ledges from which he es t imated 
t ha t , in the height of the b reed ing season, the G a n n e t s 
n u m b e r f rom 7 0 0 0 t o 8 0 0 0 . B u t these G a n n e t s do not 
live alone. H e r e a n d on the B i r d Rocks of the M a g d a -
lens t he same association of bi rds have k e p t house 
t o g e t h e r t h r o u g h years which da te back, no t to the 
ancien régime, b u t to t he régime le plus ancien: K i t t i -
wakes , M u r r e s , Gui l lemots , Puffins, Razorbi l l A u k s ; 
a n ha rmon ious democracy . 

T h e B o n a v e n t u r e cliffs a re not the only bird colony 
of P e r c é . T h e n a r r o w t o p of the P e r c é R o c k is t he 
ne s t i ng p lace of ano the r combina t ion—the H e r r i n g 
G u l l a n d the Cres t ed C o r m o r a n t . These birds m a k e a 
cons t an t n imbus abou t the smooth, ro l l ing t o p of the 
g r e a t R o c k ; the i r incessant cha t t e r t h r o u g h the day , 
the i r low c roon ing over thei r y o u n g t h r o u g h the night , 
a r e noises which be long to the P e r c é shore as much 
as the roll of the waves on its s t r ands . T h e call of the 
r e t u r n i n g Gu l l s in the s p r i n g is the first s ign of the 
belle saison, and wi th the i r d e p a r t u r e in October the 
season is gone aga in . 

N o t l ong since, one migh t see, of a summer day , 
t h e ledges of B o n a v e n t u r e or the beaches of P e r c é 
s t r ewn with the bodies of these g rea t , beautiful bi rds , 
b r o u g h t down by some " s p o r t s m a n " who took pr ide 
in this brut ish d isp lay of his prowess, bu t a g r o w i n g 
sense of r e p u g n a n c e a n d disgust a t these invasions 
of an impressive n a t u r a l phenomenon and impat ience 
wi th the p a n t o p h o b i a of ang le rs over the welfare of 
the i r baby t r o u t and salmon, have succeeded a t last in 
b r i n g i n g all these birds on P e r c é Rock , B o n a v e n t u r e 
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a n d the ile-aux-margots of the M a g d a l e n s unde r 
the protect ive care of the P rov ince of Quebec . T h e 
new Quebec law is one of the finest sent imenta l acts 
in the records of the Province , and the new reserve, 
reaching from the shores of P e r c é 1 2 4 miles ou t t o 
sea, is pe rhaps the la rges t in Amer i ca . T h a t it was 
in high t ime, let this s tory, f rom the reminiscences of 
Béchard , bear witness, the upl i f t ing p ic tu re of a 
diversion in the P e r c é waters , p o p u l a r in his d a y — t h e 
s laughter of the y o u n g Gul l s . " I t i s , " he says, "gen­
eral ly from 4 to 8 o'clock t h a t this amus ing chase 
begins and there is no th ing more beautiful , no th ing so 
excit ing. T h e boats are m a n n e d by three fishermen, a 
hun te r and two oarsmen. T h e y r u n in every direc­
t ion and with admirable address shoot the y o u n g birds 
as they rise from the water . T h e old birds a re tor ­
tu red a t the sight and hover over the hun te r s , filling 
the air with their cries of distress. T h e fire of the 
g u n s echoing from the flanks of t he P e r c é Rock raises 
a cloud of gulls and cormoran t s which j o i n the shrill 
and deafening cries. N o t infrequent ly the boats come 
back with 3 0 or 4 0 of the birds in each." A cha rming 
p ic ture ! Over agains t which let me set one of the last 
expressions of the late Colonel Theodore Roosevel t 
on the subject of bird protect ion.* H e is speak ing of 
the P a s s e n g e r P igeon , one of our wild birds which 
our own ignorance and indifference have dr iven to 
ext inct ion : 

If it was published in the papers today that all the works 
of Rembrandt had been burned there would be a perfect 

* New York State Museum Opening, Proceedings, Dec , 1916. 
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outcry. Yet when we hear that the Passenger Pigeon, one 
of the most extraordinary and characteristic birds of this 
hemisphere or of the world, is entirely extinct, people have 
not the intelligence even to be sorry. It is possible that hu­
manity will produce a new Rembrandt; but it is impossible 
to produce a new Passenger Pigeon. Yet it formerly existed 
in this State [and in Canada] in countless millions. The Pas­
senger Pigeon was exterminated through sheer brutal, reck­
less and largely wanton slaughter by our so-called civilized 
people. . . . And the legislatures would not stop the 
butchery. We know the reasons for the extinction of the 
Passenger Pigeon. These reasons were fundamentally that 
our people were not civilized. That is the whole truth. We 
did not understand, and would not take the trouble to under­
stand, what a merciless deed of vandalism we were doing in 
permitting brutal or short-sighted men to butcher the birds 
in season and out of season, killing them especially in their 
nesting grounds. We said, "Oh, well, the game belongs to the 
people," meaning thereby that it belonged to every creature 
with a shot gun and no conscience who chose to butcher it. 



Solstice and Equinox 
X V I I 

Sun-icorship by the Algic and Iroquois Indians—Their knowledge 
of the equinoxes—The "Sun Worshippers" by Lithgow—The 
veneration of the ether—Equinoctial vision on Mt. Ste. Anne— 
End of a summer's day—Winter's tight clutch—Its lessons. 

FA T H E R L E C L E R C Q , as we have par t i cu la r ly 
noticed, was not the accredited spir i tual guide of 

the F r e n c h on the coast, bu t the formally invested 
missionary to the aborigines of Gaspé . These aborigi­
nes were of Alg ic stock, century-old enemies of the 
I roquois Confederacy whose fame and a r m had 
reached even to these d is tant coasts. The i r geograph i ­
cal posit ion was a ha rd one, their s t ruggle for an 
existence dependen t on forest and sea and their a t ­
t a inmen t in menta l i ty very far behind tha t of the 
g r ea t I roquois L e a g u e on the fertile fields of N e w 
Y o r k . Y e t both were sun-worshipers and both seem 
to have made their devotions to the sun-god in the 
same sacrificial way. T o neither was the sun the G r e a t 
Sp i r i t or the Mani tou , but only a symbolic expression 
of the Spi r i t ' s ma jes ty and dominance of all th ings 
of life. So they both had learned to recognize a n d 
venera te the equinoxes and the solstices. W e m a y 
th ink these pr imit ive as t ronomical facts, bu t t hey 
required a keen s tudy of the skies and a cer ta in cal­
endar of the days . T h e Micmacs seem to have lost, in 
the wel ter of th ings th rus t upon them, all this n a t u r a l 
knowledge to which their ancestors had a t ta ined, bu t 
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on the I roquo is reservat ions there is still the venera­
t ion of the sun a t the verna l equinox and summer 
solstice. I n m y Sketches of Gaspé I ven tu red , t a k i n g 
a sugges t ion from LeCle rcq ' s re la t ions , to p ic tu re t he 
M i c m a c welcome to the r is ing equinoctial sun from 
the summi t of M t . S te . A n n e , and D a v i d L i t h g o w , 
the a r t i s t of our res tora t ions of I roquois life, has m a d e 
this the t h e m e of his fine p a i n t i n g over the en t rance 
to t he g r e a t I roquo is g r o u p s of the N e w Y o r k S t a t e 
M u s e u m ; as t r u e for I roquois as for Micmac . W e , 
too, a r e sun-worshipers . T h e r e is no pagan i sm in our 
venera t ion of th is p a r a m o u n t control of ou r whole 
physical being, our source of the force t ha t bathes us 
wi th life, a force t h a t t ravels to us t h rough one com­
m o n e the r which binds toge the r all the members of 
o u r p l a n e t a r y system. 

A n d t h u s I p i c tu red t he equinoctial sunrise in 
P e r c é : 

I t was the feast of the Sun, and long before that orb had 
flushed the eastern sky with the faintest suggestion of his 
approach, while the stars still shone with the white fire of 
burning steel and the shimmering sheets of the aurora lit up 
the celestial vault, the chieftain aroused his people from their 
shortened slumber. Sire, seer and lad, maid, matron and babe 
on back, led by Ongwe, leaving their encampment under the 
shelter of the sea-wall, trailed slowly through the unbroken 
snow of the spruce woods up the long northern slope of the 
great mountain. The difficult passage was made in silence 
save for the crackling of the twigs and the sharp creak of 
the frost. Halfway up, the gentler slope was passed and the 
steep plateau lowered over them. Turning eastward, the 
chieftain saw the sun-star, herald of the coming god, blazing 
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his course above the horizon, and a low word of urgent com­
mand renewed their upward progress. The last hard slopes 
were finally passed and the gentle floor of the summit was 
reached as the reddening east betokened the coming of the 
equinoctial sun. 

Standing at the crest and on the edge of the sharp cliff, 
his people behind him, the Sagamo stood attent. The increas­
ing glow in the east outlined the distant Bonaventure Island 
and silhouetted the Percé Rock. Over the glistening water, 
beyond the frozen channel, the soft refulgence deepened into 
a golden orange. The fires burned, the red cliffs of the moun­
tain caught the warmer rays and the shadowy outline of the 
sea cliffs at the south became fixed. An arc of gold breached 
the horizon. As it reached the eye of the chieftain, he threw 
from him his cloak of castor, his deerskin shirt and clout, 
loosed from his feet the mooseskin moccasins ; naked as he 
was born, and rigid as if dead, he stood in the presence of 
the Lord of Day. While the sun traversed the skyline and 
till its lowest arc rebounded from the lingering clasp of the 
sea, he stood as if carved from the mountain. As it cleared 
itself and the day had broken, the chieftain lifted up his arms 
extended wide apart in adoration, and cried aloud, "Ho ! 
Ho ! Ho !" the time-old salutation. After him the little multi­
tude behind thus saluted the god of light and warmth and 
life, herald of a new summer. With uplifted arms, he poured 
forth his supplication to the divine ark for his people and 
himself, bowing low as he prayed for the safe-keeping of 
their wives and children, for triumph over their enemies, for 
success in the hunt and fishing, for the preservation of their 
life and a long posterity. 

The eyes of the chieftain now yielding before the darts 
of the Sun God, he drew his discarded garments about him 
and then gazed in silence over the wondrous scene spread out 
before him. The da}' had risen clear as ice, and the first of 
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the sun's rays drove before them a gauze of fog which, lifting, 
tinged with carmine the thin blue line of the distant Forillon, 
its wavy summits, its bluff headland and towering obelisk. 
In the nearer distance, across the northern bay, Point St. 
Peter and its island took on the dark strength of the full 
day while the shimmering light of the waters danced gleefully 
against the ice floes. Straight down between his feet lay the 
triangle of Percé, headed by Mont-Joli, flanked at the left 
by Cape Barré and at the right by Cap-Canon; the battue 
piled high with broken ice and at its end the crested cliff of 
the Pierced Rock. Bonaventure guarded the open waters, 
robed in her snow and spruce. His gaze swept to the south, 
over the head of Cap-Blanc, along the distant coves of 
Beaufils to Cape d'Espoir, and beyond, in the dimmest dis­
tance, his eye could catch the faintly penciled outline of 
Miscou and Shippegan, forty miles away. The wondrous 
beauty and primitive grandeur of the scene bathed in the 
effulgence of the new sun awoke a response in kind from the 
breast of this child of the soil. He turned his face inland 
toward the flat-topped mountains which sweep to their higher 
summits in the wilderness behind and roll up, one beyond 
another, until their curves are merged into the sky ; but 
started with a throb and half-suppressed bound as his eyes 
confronted, on a projecting plateau till now concealed in 
the half light by a thin spruce thicket,—a cross, towering 
high above the undergrowth. Ah, yes ! the cross ; it was the 
good missioner's symbol of life, as the sun was his. Had not 
he and his people helped to bear it up the mountain and to 
plant it there? It was their white brother's wish and ought 
he not?—he threw a quick glance upon his followers. Their 
eyes, too, were fixed upon the cross, some with indifference, 
but here and there an arm dropping from forehead to breast 
had silently and almost surreptitiously repeated the symbol 
—the sign manual of the new religion. Turning from it, 
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Ongwe let his gaze again linger over the brilliant tapestry 
of the sea and shore, and covering his eyes with his hand 
raised his face once more to the dazzling sun, seeming to 
bathe himself in its warmth and glory, then took his way 
down the trail with no more concern for the white man's 
cross. 

So rose the sun, pe rhaps , t h a t equinoctial m o r n i n g ; 
and so in following wise evening m a y d r o p its veil 
upon a summer ' s d a y : 

The pronged cliffs of the Murailles project their jagged 
sky-line into the flood of gold, their black-green backs in 
the shadow creeping upward from earth—the mantle of the 
coming night. From the spot where the burning torch has 
dropped from sight, sheets of gilt tinge all the sextant of 
the west, tipping with golden lacquer the bellies of the cloud-
whales and dolphins of the long cirro-cumulus which stretch 
away in perfect quietude toward the northern waters. 
Amongst and through them the tints of the fading day flash, 
from flames of gold to orange, and from orange into evening 
pinks ; farther hence, tinting the distant low-lying fog bank 
now with heliotrope, then with lavender rolling up into a 
great mass of purple fringed with umber. Above and beneath 
are the blues ; the deep glistening sapphire of the spreading, 
twinkling, sleepy sea, bordered above, at first by the darker 
opaque blue hills of Malbay and beyond by the thin saxon-
blue, enwrapping the mountains of the Forillon and Ship-
head Cape beyond the Gaspé Bay. Arched over all, the 
shadowy azure of an evening sky spotted here and there by 
the dark outlines of the waterfowl—like winged spirits on 
the window-panes of heaven. 

Some m a y say t ha t much of this s tory is b u t a pic­
tu re of a summer day in G a s p é . T r u e enough, per-
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haps , a n d such are not too m a n y . B u t win ter is no t 
of d iscontent . T h e sombre days come often and sure , 
a n d why should we dwell u p o n them? A M a d o n n a is a 
sweeter t h i n g to look u p o n t h a n a crucifix. 

T h e la t i tudes a r e high (as we reckon t h e m in t he 
wes te rn wor ld ) a n d the sun hangs low af ter t he 
a u t u m n equ inox ; the cold is s te rn and frost is k ing 
fa r more t h a n half the y e a r ; then the ice b lanket 
sp reads itself over the bays , across the channel to the 
i s l and ; t he snow over tops the fences, and you m a y 
dr ive which w a y you like. T h e first snowfall sends 
t he m e n in to the i r wood lots back on the fa r the r 
r anges , on C r o w n lands leased a t modera t e ra tes for 
pu rposes of fuel. E a r l y a n d late , as long as the snow 
lasts , these wood lots r i n g wi th a pioneer echo from 
the axe , for the wood t aken out mus t be enough to 
las t t he s u m m e r t h r o u g h a n d the succeeding win te r 
as well. A s you pass a long the roads in summer you 
will see beside each house a dome of chopped wood, 
stove l eng th , a n d r u n n i n g out from it a long, r ambl ing 
pile of corded wood, like a g r ea t wooden snake with 
head a n d m o u t h a t the k i tchen door. T h e r e is the sup­
p ly for p re sen t s u m m e r and coming winter . E x p e r i ­
ence has t a u g h t this forehandedness a n d only a lazy 
fellow will s top wi th his summer ' s wood alone. T h e 
life of the place in win te r is t r a n s p l a n t e d to the woods, 
a n d excep t for t h a t — w e l l — ; b u t t he winter with all 
i ts beaut ies of n ights g lowing aloft with the blazing 
a u r o r a a m o n g the diamond-l ike refract ions of the 
s ta rs , is h a r d — b u t ha rd only because accustomed oc­
cupa t ions a r e suspended . W i t h i n closed doors a n d 
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windows, too often in fear of the p u r e cold air, disease 
finds an easy foothold and the app roach of the close 
season is the heyday of the R e a p e r a n d his re t inue of 
mischievous germs . I t is the historic condition, b u t 
a n evil one. Y e t it would be a t r eachery to in t ima te 
t h a t the win te r outside was no t a source of full-
hear ted robust ious j o y . T h e r e are rides over the ice 
of the lesser bays and channels , for visits l ong de­
ferred, snowshoes for daily use a n d compe t ing hockey 
games on the land-locked wate rs . Y o u m a y hear excit­
ing tales of the risks t aken in crossing back a n d for th 
over the t ide channel to B o n a v e n t u r e I s l and , of p a r ­
ties on snowshoe or sleigh rac ing a t t o p pace for the 
shore while the ice was heaving and c rack ing behind 
them on i ts w a y out . A n d here to follows a winter ' s 
max im : 

T h e grea tes t for t i tude and s turdiest vigor are devel­
oped unde r the r igors and impulses of cold. T h e polar 
waters a n d lands teem with life. Sea-fowl and fishes, 
which have spent their res t ing months in the l anguor ­
ous South , rush to the N o r t h to raise the i r y o u n g 
within its inv igora t ing t e m p e r a t u r e s so t h a t they m a y 
have a r ight s t a r t in life. D u r i n g all the pas t of life 
u p o n the ear th , it seems t h a t wave af ter wave of mi­
g ra t ion of fauna and flora has been from some sub­
po la r l a t i tude toward some equator , and it is r igh t t o 
conceive t h a t to the vigor of our d is tan t origin u n d e r 
the frosty arcs we owe much of our p resen t es ta te . T h e 
world, they say, owes its p rogress in robus t achieve­
men t to the m a n of the no r th t e m p e r a t e zone. B u t this 
is not a s ta tement of all the t r u t h — o n l y of one phase 
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of it. I t is a predicat ion, if any th ing , of wha t we are 
do ing now in the p rogress of our ad jus tmen t . O u r cold 
wea the r cu l tu re is a restless th ing , impel l ing the spiri t 
t o the accompl ishment of t angib le results for which, 
in its deeper roots , it cares no th ing . T o be "do ing 
someth ing , " t o be "of service," t o " g e t resu l t s , " t o 
keep m o v i n g a n d astir , to give the soul no res t : is 
n o t this our cold wea ther cul ture? Deve loped out of 
some such s ta te unfinished as this, bu t unde r milder 
skies, came the g lory t h a t was Greece, the mind of 
Ar i s to t l e , finest p r o d u c t of human i ty , the wisdom of 
Socra tes and P l a t o , the immor ta l lines of beau ty 
which in te r twine in the memories of poet and sculptor 
of A t h e n s and R o m e , p rophe t and priest in Assy r i a 
a n d E g y p t , and in the codes of Pa les t ine . T o some 
such s ta te again , u n d e r such milder medi te r raneous 
skies, ou r cold wea ther cu l ture , in the t u r n of the cycle, 
m a y come aga in bea r ing with it all the flowers it has 
ga the r ed on its p a t h w a y . 

I f we a re disposed to be real ly philosophical, what ­
ever t h a t a n t i p r a g m a t i c t e r m m a y imply , we m a y as 
well recognize the fact t h a t the simple life of this 
coast , which is ac tual ly the life of the g r e a t m a j o r i t y 
everywhere and relat ively the life of all on these 
Ca ton ian shores, is the life which really endures . I 
m e a n by tha t it is the life which is ever en te r ing 
slowly into someth ing bet ter , t h r o u g h sons and daugh­
te r s bo rn a n d to be born, a n d ever leaves a g r e a t e r 
share behind it as s imple as a t the s ta r t . T h e s t a r t i n g 
po in t mus t a lways endure , the seed m u s t r emain if 
the f ru i tage is to cont inue . W e are t a u g h t t oday the 
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immor ta l i ty of the simple. T h e ge rm-p la sm goes on, 
while the hear t breaks down and our bodies dissolve 
away, and so we are immor ta l only in t e rms of the 
s imple ; or, t o p u t it another way, only as we become 
as l i t t le children can we hope to inherit the K i n g d o m 
of God . T h e r e is an ana logy here which m a y have 
more t r u t h t han some analogies, for the vast m a j o r i t y 
of m a n k i n d m u s t a lways be of simple mind, in ten t 
u p o n the simple and mater ia l th ings of life, which, t o 
be concise and pla in , a re the m a k i n g of money or 
something t h a t represents money. Of poets a n d 
p rophe t s , of men of le t ters and seers of science, there 
mus t a lways be few and they are not likely to be 
unders tood or apprec ia ted in their own day, t hough 
they have stood g u a r d over the j ewe l casket of the 
race. 



Jail Days in Gaspé 
X V I I I 

CH A R I T I E S commissioners, public almoners 
and others disposed to eleemosynariness, might 

profitably enlarge their judgment by a brief study 
of the penology of our county. There are smooth-
rounded corners to sin in Gaspé which make it, per­
haps, no more inviting but certainly much easier to 
abide than the rough-angled sort we stumble over at 
the crossroads of the world. Justice is no stranger to 
us, but she is not foolishly blindfolded nor does she 
wield such a big, two-edged blade to decapitate us 
into submission as she is made to in the symbols of 
Engl ish justice. I would not be unfair to this historic 
lady, bandaged as if for conjunctivitis, with one hand 
holding the balances and the other the executioner's 
sword. She seems intended to symbolize the square 
deal; but I am not sure she is of Ang lo -Saxon birth, 
a child of Magna Carta, for in my bookcase lies a 
venerable Theocritus, printed in 1 5 4 5 from the same 
press that issued Luther's first edition of the N e w 
Testament, and its pigskin cover carries a florid and 
ample Justicia embellished with all the historic para­
phernalia. 

Sin, I would say, is not congenial here with us, but 
we try to strip it of its horrors in a feeling of true 
fellowship. Transgressors and correctors, misdemean­
ants and the courts, together unite in a genuine 
mutual welfare endeavor. 

The county jail over across the street in the shire-
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t own of P e r c é is so unobtrus ive an a d j u n c t of our 
correct ional system tha t it can ha rd ly be dis t inguished 
from the Palais-de-Justice of which it forms a minor 
pa r t , hidden away in the rear . I n f ront a re the offices 
of the high sheriff, the p ro thono ta ry and the cour t 
chambers ; the places where the county business p ro ­
ceeds with dignified dispatch bu t wi thout needless 
division of function, for the sheriff is the pos tmas te r , 
and the custodian of the j a i l is a t t imes the m a y o r 
of our munic ipa l i ty ; not t ha t competen t men for all 
functions a re lacking, bu t we are not p r o n e to ex t r ava ­
gance in any form. 

A very dignified bui lding is our cour t house and 
its a t t e n d a n t pr ison since the m u r d e r e r gave it a fresh 
coat of pa in t . I t stood u p bravely and square-shoul­
dered for m a n y years in its cod-oil b rown with white 
t r immings , its body, to the flagmast on its head, set 
off by the da rk g reen spruce of the mounta in beneath 
which it s tands . O n the t ip of its ma inmas t sits a vane, 
a t rue emblem of G a s p é Jus t i ce , not to be switched 
a round by every wind t h a t blows. I n spite of the 
c lamor of the breezes and the noises of the claque, it 
poin ts the qua r t e r whence the wind should blow, 
whether it blows thence or not . 

T h e murde re r has, I said, pa in ted the j a i l . P o o r 
c h a p ! W e called him the murde re r , bu t le bon Dieu 
only knows whether he deserved it and our j u r y , in­
spired by compassion, left the final j u d g m e n t to t h a t 
higher court . H e was a Le t t i sh sailor who, while 
d runk , the indic tment said, s tabbed his companion to 
death in G a s p é H a r b o r . N o n e could speak his out-
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landish t ongue , no th ing bu t c i rcumstances could indi­
ca te his cr ime or innocence before the cour t . W e did 
not look u p o n h im as a hideous wild beast , th i r s ty for 
the blood of his fellows, b u t as a fellow m a n led as t ray 
for the m o m e n t by the Scott ish byword , which doubt­
less he had never hea rd , " W h i s k e y gives f reedom." So 
d u r i n g the days of his dal l iance in confinement he was 
let to do much as he migh t like. H e knew well enough 
how to pa in t ship, a n d so he he lped p a y his board t o 
the coun ty by p a i n t i n g the Palais, and a good j o b he 
m a d e of it . 

W e do no t have m a n y pr isoners a t a t ime, seldom 
m o r e t h a n one, and often for a l ong t ime none a t 
all. Y e t G a s p é is a t r emendous coun ty ; there is p l en ty 
of room to go a s t r ay in. B u t we a re not evil-minded 
and ou r mode of life was order ly enough t i l l t h a t 
a romat ic spr i te Gaso lena arr ived on our shores. 
L a t e l y the coun ty has p u t u p an outdoor swing for 
its pr isoners , one of those double-seated wooden af­
fairs held u p by a three-cornered rack, a comfortable 
device where one can sit o r lie all day in the sun 
a n d watch the procession of doings on the s treet . N o w 
and again , as I wri te , I see a fellow on a six mon ths ' 
sentence for sell ing l iquors on this prohibi t ion coast, 
in t he swing pass ing the p leasan t h o u r s ; no t all the 
hours , indeed, for sometimes he is s t ro l l ing across the 
fields of an evening b r ing ing home the ja i le r ' s cow. 
T h e r e is an ample pile of cord wood in the j a i l y a r d 
wa i t i ng to be sawed and split , b u t it doesn ' t seem to 
in teres t him. I sometimes wish t h a t D ickens had come 
to G a s p é . 
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J o n a t h a n Oldbuck ( S i r J a m e s L e M o i n e ) in his 
day was disposed to chuckle over a conversat ion 
(which, I p resume, he invented) between the j a i l e r 
and the j a i l inspector down from Quebec . T h e in­
spector wan ted to see the pr isoners b u t the j a i l e r 
could not p roduce them because they had gone t r o u t 
fishing u p the Barachois river. 

L o n g years ago, the chief cause of incarcera t ion 
was violation of the fishing contract . Those were the 
days when the " t ruck , " or credi t sys tem was still in 
full p lumage , and it was the pract ice for the fishing 
propr ie to rs to make annua l cont rac ts with the fisher­
men in which the mas te r agreed to furnish boat and 
gea r and the fisherman to serve so and so m a n y days , 
s p r i n g and fall, wi th a degrat in summer , if neces­
sary for f a rming purposes , etc., he to receive a defi­
ni te price for his fish, ei ther by the d ra f t g reen or the 
quinta l dried. Violat ion of this ag reement on the p a r t 
of the fisherman was n o venial sin, for it t ended to 
demoralize the business of the coast a n d was likely 
to be visited with severe pena l ty . O u r fishermen a re 
no t so lazy as some, bu t lazy enough, G o d knows, and 
they have all sorts of well-cherished supers t i t ions 
about wind, weather and bait , to he lp keep them 
so. T h e p ropr ie to r who had bound himself t o keep 
these men go ing with store credit in advance of fish, 
often found himself near the edge of the cliff if the 
cont rac t was broken, and so these p rocras t ina to rs 
were very much in the way of being ja i led for their 
sins of omission, which were, af ter all, b u t gen t l e 
bendings of the law. 



L'île Percée 
I n the h a r d e r days before the swing was p u t u p , we, 

the R e v e r e n d Gen t l e Shephe rd par t i cu la r ly , used to 
r u n in a n d visit these r a r e offenders and t ake them a 
li t t le tobacco, while thei r meals were sent over to 
t h e m from our boa rd ing house and j u s t as good as 
we had ourselves. N o w they go over from the H o t e l 
Bisson. W e p a y for o u r s ; the coun ty pays for theirs , 
and as far as we can see there is no special advan t age 
in no t being a pr isoner . 

O n l y once in m y recollection was our j a i l ac tual ly 
ove r run with pr isoners . T h a t was the t ime of the 
never- to-be-forgot ten s t r ike of the fishermen a t F o x 
Rive r . F o r the first a n d only t ime in the his tory of 
the coast this m o d e r n method of forcing the p ro ­
pr ie to rs to raise the pr ice of fish showed its ug ly head 
with all the rough , up- to -da te accessories. W i t h o u t 
organiza t ion of any kind, bu t m a k i n g common cause 
a n d fired by the u n r u l y spiri t of " J o h n D e K u y p e r , " 
the F r u i n g fishermen a t this d is tan t spot upon the 
south shore of the S t . L a w r e n c e broke loose, assaul ted 
the m a n a g e r s , des t royed c o m p a n y p r o p e r t y and then 
marched down the road to the lower s ta t ion at 
L 'Anse -à -Gr i s - fonds , a d d i n g to thei r n u m b e r as they 
went , in r iotous disorder. I n vast a l a rm the coun t ry 
was afire and word went ou t t o Quebec and H a l i f a x 
for aid. So down from H a l i f a x came a gove rnmen t 
vessel with a ca rgo of redcoats , the very sight of 
whom b r o u g h t panic to the s t r ikers . S ix teen misde­
m e a n a n t s were b rough t out unde r a r res t to our j a i l 
and for thwith set free, for we really could not accom­
m o d a t e a n d feed so m a n y visitors. T h e str ike was 
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over, and indeed, the men could not well be spared 
from the fishing. 

F o r a l i t t le while there has been another pension­
naire in our j a i l while awa i t ing t r ia l , and I am told 
tha t when his acqui t ta l followed, our p resen t touris t , 
who is pass ing the summer months in p leasan t du­
rance , was disposed to pro tes t t ha t the C o u r t should 
have given the defendan t a sentence and , so doing, 
not depr ive the r ema in ing gues t of a companion to 
help push the swing. T h e gen t le felon! 

Such considerate and h u m a n e t r e a t m e n t of our fel­
lows who, in moment s of impulse or ill j u d g m e n t , 
m a y have gone a l i t t le aside, commends itself, for with 
us in G a s p é the qual i ty of mercy is no t s t ra ined. 
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