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PREFACE

ON prefenting this Volumeto my Country,
it is not neceffary to enter into a particular
account of thofe voyages whofe journals form
the principal part of it, as they will be found,
I truft, to explain themfelves. It appears,
however, to be a duty, which the Public
have a right to expe& from me, to ftate the
reafons which have influenced me in delaying
the publication of them.

It has been afferted, that a mifunderftan-
ding between a perfon high in office and
myfelf, was the caufe of this procraftination.
It has alfo been propagated, that it was occa-
fioned by that precaution which the policy
of commerce will fometimes fuggeft; but
they are both equally devoid of foundation.
The one is an idle tale ; and there could be
no folid reafon for concealing the circumftan-
ces of difcoveries, whofe arrangements and
profecution were fo honourable to my affo-
ciates and myfelf, at whofe expence they
were undertaken. The delay actually arofe
from the very a&ive and bufy mode of life
in which I was engaged fince the voyages

have
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have been completed ; and when, at length,
the opportunity arrived, the apprehenfion of
prefenting myfelf to the Public in the cha-
ra&er of an Author, for which the courfe and
occupations of my life have by no means
qualified me, made me hefitate in commit-
ting my papers to the Prefs; being much
better calculated to perform the voyages, ar-
duous as they might be, than to write an
account of them. However, they are now
offered to the Public with the fubmiffion that
becomes me.

I was led, at an early period of life, by
commercial views, to the country North-
Wett of Lake Superior, in North America,
and being endowed by Nature with an in-
quifitive mind and enterprifing {pirit ; pof-
{efling alfo 2 conftitution and frame of body
equal to the moft arduous undertakings, and
being familiar with toilfome exertions in the
profecution of mercantile purfuits, I not only
contemplated the pradticability of penetrating
acrofs the continent of America, but was
confident in the qualifications, as I was ani-
mated by the defire, to undertake the perilous
enterprize.

The general utility of fuch a difcovery, has
been
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been univerfally acknowledged ; while the
wifhes of my particular friends and commer-
cial affociates, that I fhould proceed in the
purfuit of it, contributed to quicken the exe-
cution of this favourite proje& of my own
ambition : and as the completion of it extends
the boundaries of geographic fcience, and
adds new countries to the realms of Britith
commerce, the dangers I have encountered,
and the toils I have fuffered, have found their
recompence ; nor will the many tedious and
weary days, or the gloomy and inclement
nights which I have pafled, have been paffed
i vain.

The firft voyage has fettled the dubious
point of a prafticable North-Weft paffage ;
and I truft, that it has fet that long agitated
quettion at reft, and extinguifhed the difputes
refpecting it for ever. An enlarged difcuf-
fion of that fubje& will be found to occupy
the concluding pages of this volume. |

In this voyage, I was not only without the
neceffary books and inftruments, but alfo felt
myfelf deficient in the {ciences of aftronomy
and navigation : I did not hefitate, therefore,
to undertake a winter’s voyage tothiscountry,
in erder to procure the one and acquire the

B other
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other. Thefe objects being accomplifhed, I
returned, to determine the pralicability of
a commercial communication through the
continent of North America, between the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, which is proved
by my fecond journal. Nor do I hefitate to
declare my decided opinion, that very great
and effential advantages may be derived by
extending our trade from one fea to the other.

Some account of the fur trade of Canada
from that country, of the native inhabitants,
and of the extenfive diftricts conne&ed with
it, forms a preliminary difcourfe, which will,
I truft, prove interefting to a nation whofe
general policy is blended with, and whofe
profperity is fupported by, the purfuits of
commerce. It will alfo qualify the reader
to purfue the fucceeding voyages with fupe-
rior intelligence and fatisfacion.

Thefe voyages will not, I fear, afford the
variety that may be expe@ed from them;
and that which they offered to the eye, is
not of a nature to be effeGtually transferred
to the page. Mountains and vallies, the
dreary wafte, and wide-fpreading forefts, the
lakes and rivers fucceed each other in ge-

neral defcription ; and, except on the coafts
of
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iof the Pacific Ocean, where the villages were
permanent, and the inhabitants in a great
meafure {tationary, {mall bands of wandering
1Indians are the only people whom I fhall in-
‘troduce to the acquaintance of my readers.
. The beaver and the buffalo, the moofe-deer
sand the elk, which are the principal animals
ito be found in thefe countries, are already
do familiar to the naturalifts of Europe, and
have been fo often as well as correétly def-
«cribed in their works, that the bare men-
ition of them, as they enlivened the landfcape,
:or were hunted for food ; with a -curfory
saccount of the foil, the courfe and navigation
.of lakes and rivers, and their various produce,
tis all that can be reafonably expe&ed from
me.
+ I do not poflefs the fcience of the naturalift;
“and even if the qualifications of that chara&er
ahad been attained by me, its curious fpirit
‘ would not have been gratified. I could not
ﬁop to dig into the carth over whofe fur-
: face I was compelled to pafs with rapid fteps ;
. nor could I turn afide to colle&t the plants
¢ which nature might have fcattered on the
way, when my thoughts were anxioufly em-
ployed in making prowﬁon for the day that
B2 - was

?
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was pafling over me. I had to encounter pe-
rils by land and perils by water ; to watch the
favage who was our guide, or to guard aga: nft
thofe of his tribe who might meditate our
deftru@tion. I had, alfo, the paffions and
fears of other to control and fubdue. To
day T had to affuage the rifing difcontents,
and on the morrow to cheer the fainting {pi-
rits, of the people who accompanied me. The
toil of our navigation was inceflant, and of-
tentimes extreme ; and in our progrefs over
land we had no proteétion from the {feverity
of the elements, and poflefled no accommo-
dations or conveniences but fuch as could be
contained in the burden on our thoulders,
which aggravated the toils of our march, and

added to the wearifomenefs of our way.
Though the events which compofe. my
journals may have little in themfelves to
ftrike the imagination of thofe who love to
be aftonithed, or to gratify the curiofity of
fuch as are enamoured of romantic adven-
tures ; neverthelefs, when it is confidered that
I explored thofe waters which had never
before borne any other veflel than the canoe
of the favage; and traverfed thofe deferts
where an European had never before pre-
fented
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fented himfelf to the eye of its fwarthy na-
tives ; when to thefe confiderations are added
the important objects which were purfued,
with the dangers that were encountered, and
the difficulties that were furmounted to at-
tain them, this work will, I flatter myfelf,
be found to excite an intereft, and conciliate
regard, in the minds of thofe who perufe it.

The general map which illuftrates this vo-
lume, is reduced by Mr. Arrow{mith from
his three-theet map of North-America, with
the lateft difcoveries, which he is about
to republith. His profeflional abilites are
well known, and no encomium of mine will
advance the general and merited opinion of
them.

Before I conclude, I muft beg leave to in-
form my readers, that they are not to expet
the charms of embellithed narrative, or ani-
mated defcription ; the approbation due to
fimplicity and to truth is all I prefume to
claim ; and I am not without the hope that
this claim will be allowed me. I have def-
cribed whatever I faw with the impreflfions
of the moment which prefented it to me.
The fucceffive circumftances of my progrefs

are related without exaggeration or difplay.
I
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I have feldlom allowed myfelf to wander
into conjeéture ; and whenever conjecture
has been indulged, it will be found, I truft,
to be accompanied with the temper of a
man who is not difpofed to think too highly
of himfelf: and if at any time I have deli-
vered myfelf with confidence, it will appear,
I hope, to be on thofe fubjets which, from
the habits and experience of my life, will
juftify an unreferved communication of my
opinions. I am not a candidate for literary
fame : at the fame time, I cannot but
indulge the hope that this volume, with
all its imperfections, will not be thought
unworthy the attention of the {cientific geo-
grapher ; and that, by unfolding countries
hitherto unexplored, and which, I prefume,
may now be confidered as a part of the
Britith dominions, it will be received as
a faithful tribute to the profperity of my
country.

ALEXANDER MACKENZIE.

Lonpon,
November 30, 1801.
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A

GENERAL HISTORY

OF TI;IE
" FUR TRADE

FROM

CANADA 70 THE NORTH-WEST.

THE fur trade, from the earlieft fettlement of
Canada, was confidered of the firft importance to
that colony. The country was then fo populous,
that, in the vicinity of the eftablifhments, the ani-
mals whofe fkins were precious, in a commercial
view, foon became very {carce, if not altogether
extin&t. They were, it is true, hunted at former
periods,but merely for food and clothing. The
Indians, therefore, to procure the neceffary fupply,
were encouraged to penetrate into the country, and
were generally accompanied by fome of the Cana-
dians, who found means to induce the remoteft
tribes of natives to bring the fkins which were
moft in demand, to their fettlements, in the way

of trade.

It is not neceflary for me to examine the caufe,
but
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but experience proves that it requires much lefs
time for a civilized people to deviate into the man-
ners and cuftoms of favage life, than for favages to
rife into a ftate of civilization. Such was the
event with thofe who thus accompanied the natives
on their hunting and trading excurfions ; for they
Became fo attached to the Indian mode of life, that
they loft all relifh for their former habits and na-
tive homes. Hence they derived the title of Cos-
reurs des Bois, became a kind of pedlars, and were
extremely ufeful to the merchants engaged in the
fur trade ; who gave them the neceffary credit to
proceed on their commercial undertakings. = Three
or four of thefe people would join their ftock, put
their property into a birch-bark canoe, which they
worked themfelves, and either accompanied the
natives in their excurfions, or went at once to the
~country where they knew they were to hunt: At
length, thefe voyages extended to twelve or fifteen
months, when they returned with rich cargoes of
furs, and followed by great numbers of the natives.
During the fhort time requifite to fettle their ac-
counts with the merchants, and procure frefh cre-
dit, they generally contrived to {quander away all
their gains, when they returned to renew their
favourite mode of life : their views being anfwered,
and their labour fufficiently rewarded, by indulging
themfelves in extravagance and diffipation during
the fhort {pace of onc month in twelve or fifteen.

This
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This indifference about amaffing property, and
the pleafure of living free from all reftraint; foon.
brought on a licentioufnefs of manners which could:
not long efcape the vigilant obfervation of the mifz
fionaries; who had much reafon to complain : of
their being a difgrace to the Chriftian religion; by
not only {werving from its duties themfelves, but

by thus bringing it into difrepute with thofe of the.

natives who had become converts to it; and, con-
fequently, obftru&ting the great obje to which
thofe pious men had devoted their lives. They,
therefore, exerted their influence to procure the
fupreffion of thefe people; and accordingly, no one

was allowed to go up the country to traffic with the

Indians, without a licence from the government.
At firft thefe permiffions were, of courfe, grant-
ed only to thofe whofe chara@er was fuch as could
give no alarm to. the zeal of the miffionaries : but
they were afierwards beftowed as rewards for fer-
vices, on officers, and their. widows sand they, who
were_not willing or able to. make ufe. of them,
(which may. be fuppofed to be always the cafe:with
thofe of the latter defcription) were allowed to fell
them to.the merchants, who neceflarily employed
the Coureurs des bois, in quality of their agents;
and thefe people, as may be imagined, gave suffi~
cient caufe for the renewal of former complaints ;
fo that the remedy proved, in fa&t, worfe than the
difeafe. . S
. C At
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At length, military pofts were eftablifhed at the
confluence of the different large lakes of Canada,
which, in a.great meafure, checked the evil confe~
quences that followed from the improper conduct
of thefe forefters, and, at the fame time, protected
the trade. Befides, a number of able and ref-
petable men retired. from the army, prosecuted
the trade in perfon under their refpective li-
cences, with great order and regularity, and ex-
tended ‘it to fuch a diftance, as, in thofe days,
was confidered to be an- aftonifhing effort of com-
mercial enterprize. Thefe perfons and the miffio-
naries ‘having combined their views. at the fame
time, f{ecured the refpe& of the natives, and the
obedience of the people neceflarily employed in the
laborious parts of this undertaking. Thefe gen-
tlemen denominated themfelves -commanders, and
not traders, though they were intitled to both thofe
chara&ers: and, as for the miffionaries, if fufferings
and hardfhips in the profecution of the great work
which they had undertaken, deferved applaufe and
admiration, ‘they had’ an undoubted claim to be
admired and applauded : they fpared nio. labour and
avoided no danger in the execution of their impor-
tant office ; and it is to be ferioufly lamented, that
their pious endeavours did not meet with the fuc-
cefs which they deferved : for there is hardly a trace
to ‘be found beyond the cultivated parts, of their
meritorious functions. :

The
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The caufe of this failure muft be attributedto a
want of due. confideration in the mode employed
by the miffionaries to ‘propagate the religion of
which they were the zealous minifters. They
habituated themfelves to the favage life, and natu-
ralifed themfelves to the favage manners, and, by
thus becoming dependant, as. it were, on the naw
tives,they acquired their contempt rather than their
veneration. If they had been as well acquainted
with human nature, as they were with the articles
of their faith, they would have known, that the
uncultivated mind of an Indian muft be difpofed
by much preparatory method and inftruction to
receive the revealed truths of Chriftianity, to act
under its fan&ions, and be impelled to good by
the hope of its réward, or turned from evil by the
fear of its punifhments. - They fhould have began
their work by ‘teaching fome of thofe ufeful arts
which are the inlets of knowledge, and lead the
mind by degrees to obje@s of higher comprehen-
fion. Agriculture fo formed to fix and combine
fociety, and: fo preparatory to objects of fuperior
confideration, fhould have been the firft thing in-
troduced among a favage people : it attaches the
‘wandering tribe to that fpot where it adds fo much
to their comforts ; while it gives them a fenfe-of
property, and of lafling pofieffion, inftead of the
uncertain hopes of the chafe, and the fugitive pro-
duce of uncultivated wilds. Such were the means

Cz2 by
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by which' the forefts of Paraguay were converted
into a fcene of abundant cultivation, and its favage
inhabitants introduced to all the advantages of a
civilized life.

~ The Canadian miffionaries fhould have been
contented to improve the morals of their own
countrymen, fo that by meliorating their character
and conduét, they would have given a firiking
example of the effedt of religion in promoting the
comforts of life to the furrounding favages ; and
might by degrees have extended its benign in-
fluence to the remoteft regions of that country,
which was the obje&, and intended to be the fcene,
of their evangelic labours. But by bearing the
light of the Gofpel at onge to the diftancé of two
thoufand five hundred miles from the civilized part
of the colonies, it was foon obfcured by the cloud
of ignorance that darkened the human mind in
thofe diftant regions.

- The whole of their long route I have often tra-
velled, and the recollection of fuch a people as the
-miiflionaries having been there, was confined to a
few fuperannuated Canadians, who had not left that
country fince the ceffion to the Englifh, in 14763,
and who particulaly mentioned the death of fome,
and the diftrefling fituation of them all. But if
thefe religious men did not attain the objects of |
their perfevering piety, they were, during their mif-
fion, of great fervice to the commanders who en-

gaged
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gaged in thofe diftant expeditions, and {pread the
fur trade as far Weft as the banks of the Safkatchi-
wine river, in §3. North latitude, and longitude
102 Wett. o

At an early period of their intercourfe with the
favages, a cuftom was introduced of a very excel-
lent tendency, but is now unfortunately difconti-
nued, of not felling any fpirituous liquor to the
natives. This admirable regulation was for fome
time obferved, with all the refpe&t due to the reli-
gion by which it was fan¢tioned,and whofe fevereft
cenfures followed the violation of it. A painful
penance could alone reftore the offender to the fuf-
pended rites of the facrament. The cafuiftry of
trade, however, difcovered a way to gratify the In-
dians with their favourite cordial, without incur-
ring the ecclefiaftical penalties, by giving, inftead
of felling it to them.

But notwithftanding all the reftritions with
which commerce was opprefled under the French
government, the fur trade was extended to the im-
menfe diftance which has been already ftated ; and
furmounted many moft difcouraging difficulties,
which will be hereafter noticed ; while, at the fame
time, no exertions were made from Hudfon’s' Bay
to obtain even a fhare of the trade of a country
which, according to the charter of that company,
belonged to it, and,from its proximity, is fo much
more acceffible to the mercantle adventurer.

Of
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Of thefe trading commanders, I underftood, that
two attempted to penetrate to the Pacific Ocean,
but the utmoft extent of their journey I could ne~
ver learn ; which may be attnbuted indeed, to a
failure of the undertaking.

For fome time after the conqueft of Canada,
this trade was fufpended, which muft have been
very advantageous to the Hudfon’s Bay Company
as all the inhabitants to the Weftward of Lake
Superior, were obliged to go to them for fuch ar-
ticles as their habitual ufe had rendered neceffary.
Some of the Canadians who had lived long with
them, and were become attached to a favage life,
accompanied them thither annually, till mercantile
adventurers again appeared from their own country,
-after an 1nterval of feveral years, ovung, as 1 fup-
pofe, to an ignorance of the country in the con-
querors, and their want of commercial confidence
in the immenfe length of the journey neceflary to
reach the limits beyond which this commerce muft
begin ; the rifk of property; the expences attending
fuch a long tranfport ; and an ignorance of the
Janguage of thofe who, from their experience, muft
be neceflarily employed as the intermediate agents
between them and the natives. But, notwithftand-
ing thefe difficulties, the trade, by degrees, began to
fpread over the different parts to which it had been
carried by the French, though at a great rifk of

the lives, as well as the property, of their new pof-
feflor
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feflors, for the natives had been taught by their
former allies to ‘entertain hottile difpofitions towards
the engllifh, from their having beenin alliance with
their natural enemies. the Iroquois ; and there were
not wanting a. fufficient number of difcontented,
difappointed people to keep alive, fuch a notion; fo
that for a long time they were confidered and
treated as objeds of hoftility. To prove this
difpofition . of the’ Indians, we have only to refer
to the condu& of Pontiac, at Detroit, and the sur-
prife and taking of Michilimakinac, about this
period. :
 Hence it arofe, that it was {o late as the years
1766, before which, the trade I mean to confider,
commenced from Michilimakinac. The firft who
attempted it were fatisfied to go the length of the
River Cameniftiquia, about thirty miles to the
Eaftward of the Grande Portage, where the French
had,a principal eftablithment, and was the line of
their communication with the interior country. It
was once deftroyed by fire. Here they went and
returned fuccefsful in the following {pring to Mi-
chilimakinac. Their {uccefs induced them to re-
new their journey, and incited others to follow
their example. Some of them remained at Came-
niftiquia, while others proceeded to and beyond
the Grande Portage, which, fince that time has
become the pnncnpal entrep6t of that trade, and is

fituated in a bay, in latitude 48. North, and lon-
gitude
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gitude go. Weft. After paffing the ufual feafon
there, they went back to Michilimakinac as before,
and encouraged by the trade; returned in increafed
numbers.  One of thefe, Thomas Curry, with 2
{pirit of enterprize fuperior to that of his contem-
poraries, determined to penetrate to the furtheft
limits of the French difcoveries in that country ;
or at leaft till the froft thould ftop him. . For this
purpofe he procured guides and interpreters, who
were acquainted with the country, and with four
canoes arrived at Fort Bourbon, which was one 6
their pofts, at the Weft end of the Cedar Lake;
on the waters of the Safkatchiwine. His rifk' and
toil were well recompenfed, for he came back the
following fpring with his canoes filled with fine
furs, with which he proceeded to Canada, -and
was fatisfied never again to.return to the Indjan
country. o ' E
From this period people began to fpread: over
every part of the country, particularly. where the
French had eftablithed fettlements. :
Mr. James Finlay was the firft who followed
Mr. Curry’s example, and with the fame number
of canoes, arrived, in the courfe. of the next feafon,
at Nipawee, the laft of the French fettlements on
the bank of the Safkatchiwine River, in latitude
nearly 3541 North; and longitude 103 Weft : he
found the good fortune, as he followed, in every

refpect, the example, of his predecefior.
As
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As may be fuppofed, there were now people
enough ready to replace them, and the trade was
purfued with fuch avidity, and irregularity, that in
a few years it became the reverfe of what it ought
to have been. An animated competition prevailed,
and the contending parties carried the trade beyond
the French limits, though with no benefit to them-
felves or neighbours, the Hudfon’s-Bay Company;
who in the year 1774, and not till then, thought
proper to move from home to the Eaft bank of
Sturgeon Lake, in latitude 53. 56. North, and
longitude 102. 15. Weft, and became more
Jealous of their fellow fubjedts; and, perhaps,
with more cauf€, than they had been of thofe of
France. From this period to the prefent time,
they have been following the Canadians to their
different eftablithments, while, on the contrary,
there is not a folitary inftance that the Canadians
have followed them ; and there are many trading
pofts which they have not yet attained. This,
however, will no longer be a myftery when the na-
ture and policy of the Hudfon’s-Bay Company is
compared with that which has been purfued by their
rivals in this trade. — But to return to. my fubjett.

This competition, which has been already men-
tioned, gave a fatal blow to the trade from Ca-
nada, and, with other incidental caufes, in my opi-
nion, contributed to its rain. 'This trade was
carried on in a very diftant country, out of the

D reach
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reach of legal reftraint, and where there was a free
{cope given to any ways or means in attaining ad-
vantage. The confequence was not only the lofs
of commercial benefit to the perfons engaged in it,
but of the good opinion of the natives, and the
refpe of their men, who were inclined to follow
their example ; fo that with drinking, caroufing,
and quartelling with the Indians along their route,
and among themfelves, they feldom reached their
winter quarters; and if they did, it was generally
by dragging their property upon fledges, as the
navigation was clofed up by the froft. When at
length they were arrived, the object of each was
to injure his rival traders in.the opinion of the na-
tives as much as was in their power, by mifrepre-
fentation and prefents, for which the agents em-
ployed were peculiarly calculated. They confi-
" dered the command of their employer as binding
on them, and however wrong or irsegular the
tranfattion, the refponfibility refted with the prin-
cipal who dire¢ted them. This is Indian law.
Thus did they wafte their credit and their pro-
perty with tite narives, till the firlt was paft re-
demption, and the lat was nearly exhaufted ; fo
that towards the {pring in each year, the rival parties
found it abfolutely neceflary to join, and make
one common ftock of what remained, for the pur-
pofe of trading with the natives, who could en-
tertain no refpect for perfons who had conducted

themfelves
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‘themfelves with fo much irregularity and deceit.
The winter, therefore was one continued {cene of
difagreements and quarrels. If any one had the
precaution or good fenfe to keep clear of thefe
proceedings, he derived a proportionable advantage
from his good conduct, and frequently proved a
peace-maker between the parties. To fuch an
height had they carried this licentious condud,
that they were in a continual ftate of alarm, and
were even frequently ftopped to pay tribute on
their route into the country; though they had
adopted the plan of travelling together in parties
of thirty or forty canoes, and keeping their men
armed ; which fometimes, indeed, proved necef-
fary for their defence.

Thus was the trade carried on for feveral years,
and confequently becoming worfe, and worfe, fo that
the partners, who met them at the Grande Portage,
naturally complained of theirill fuccefs. But fpe-
cious reafons were always ready to prove that it
arofe from circumftances which they could not at
that time control ; and encouragements were held
forth to hope that a change would foon take place,
which would make ample amends for paft difap-
pointments.

It was about this time, that Mr. Jofeph Fro-
bifher, one of the gentlemen engaged in the trade,
determined to penetrate into the country yet unex-
plored, to the North and Weftward, and, in the

, D 2 {pring,
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{pring of the year 1773, met the Indians from that
quarter on their way to Fort Churchill, at Portage
de Traite, {o named from that circumftance. on the
banks of the Miflinipi, or Churchill River, lati-
tude 55. 25. North, longitude 103%, Weft. It
was, indeed, with fome difficulty that he ‘could
induce them to trade with him, but he at length
procured as many furs as his canoes could carry.
In this perilous expedition he fuftained every kind
of hardthip incident to a journey through a wild
and favage country, where his fubfiftence depended
on what the woods and the waters produced.
Thefe difficulties, neverthelefs, did not difcourage
him from returning in the following. year; when
he was equally fuccefsful. He then fent his bro-
ther to explore the country flill further Weft, who
penetrated as far as the lake of Ifle a la Croffe, in
latitude 53. 26. North, and longitude 108 Wett.

He, however, never after wintered among the
Indians, though he retained a large intereft in the
trade, and a principal fhare in the diretion of it
till the year 1798, when he retired to enjoy the
fruits of his labours ; and, by his hofpitality, became
known to every refpeftable ftranger who vifited
Canada. | '

The {uccefs of this gentleman induced others to
follow his example, and in the fpring of the year
1778, fome of the traders on the Safkatchiwine
River, finding they had a quantity of goods to

: {pare,
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fpare, agreed to put them into a joint ftock, and
gave the charge and management of them to Mr.
Peter Pond, who, in four canoes, was directed to
enter the Englifh River, {ocalled by Mr. F robifher,
to follow his track, and proceed ftill further; if
poflible, to Athabafca, a country hitherto unknown
butfromIndianreport. In this enterprife he at length
fucceeded, and pitched his tent on the banks of
the Elk River, by him erroneouly called the Atha-
bafca River, about forty miles from the Lake of
the Hills, into which it empties itfelf.

Here he paffed the winter of 1778-9; faw a
vaft concourfe of the Knifteneaux and Chepewyan
tribes, who ufed to carry their furs annually to
Churchill ; the latter by the barren grounds, where
they fuffered innumerable hardthips, and were
fometimes even ftarved to death. The former fol-
lowed the courfe of the lakes and rivers, through a
country that abounded in animals, and where
there was plenty of fith : but though they did not
{uffer from want of food, the intolerable fatigue of
fuch a journey could not be eafily repaid to an
Indian : they were therefore highly gratified by
feeing people come to their country to relieve them
from fuch long, toilfome, and dangerous journies ;
and were immediately reconciled to give an ad-
vanced price for the articles neceffary to their com-
fort and convenience.. Mr. Pond’s reception and

fuccefs was. accordingly beyond his expectation ;
and
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and he procured twice as many furs as his canoes
would carry. They alfo fupplied him with as
much provision as he required during his refidence
among them, and fufficient for his homeward
voyage. Such of the furs as he could not embark,
he fecured in one of his winter huts, and they were
found the following feafon, in the fame ftate in
which he left them. .

Thefe, however, were but partial advantages,
and could not prevent the people of Canada from
feeing the improper condu& of fome of their af-
fociates, which rendered it dangérous to remain any
longer among the natives. Moft of them who
pafled the winter at the Safkatchiwine, got to the
Eagle hills, where, in the {pring of the year 1780,
a few days previous to their intended departure,
2 large band of Indians being engaged in drinking
about their houfes, one of the traders, to eafe him-
felf of the troublefome importunities of a native,
gave him a dofe of laudanum in a glas of grog,
which effeCtually prevented him from giving fur-
ther trouble to any one, by fetting him afleep for
ever. ‘This accident produced a fray, in which
one of the traders, and feveral of the men, were
killed, while the reft had no other means to {ave
themfelves but by a precipitate flight, abandoning
a confiderable quantity of goods, and near half
the furs which they had colleed during the win-
ter and the fpring.

About
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About the fame time, two of the eftablifhments
on the Affiniboin river, were attacked with lefs juf-
tice, when feveral white men, and a greater number
of Indians were killed. In fhort, it appeared,
that the natives had formed a refolution to extir-
pate the traders ; and, without entering into any
further reafonings on the fubjec, it appears to be
incontrovertible, that the irregularity purfued in
carrying on the trade has brought it into its prefent
forlorn fituation ; and nothing but the greateft ca-
lamity that could have befallen the natives faved

 the traders from deftrution : this was the {mall

pox, which fpread its deftrutive and defolating
power, as the fire confumes the dry grafs of the
field. The fatal infeGtion fpread around with a
baneful rapidity which no flight could efcape, and
with a fatal effe€ that nothing could refift. It de-
ftroyed with its peftilential breath whole families
and tribes ; and the horrid fcene prefented to thofe
who had the melancholy and aflicting opportunity
of beholding it, a combination of the dead, the
dying, and fuch as to avoid the horrid fate of
their friends around them, prepared to difappoint
the plague of its prey, by terminating their own
exiftence.

The habits and lives of thefe devoted people,
which provided not to-day for the wants of to-mor-
row, muft have heightened the pains of fuch an

afliGtion, by leaving them not only without remedy,
but
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but even without alleviation. Nought was left
them but to fubmit in agony and defpair.

To aggravate the piure, if aggravation were
pofiible, may be added, the putrid carcafes which
the wolves, with a furious voracity, dragged forth
from the huts, or which were mangled within
them by the dogs, whofe hunger was fatisfied
with the disfigured remains of their mafters. Nof
was it uncommon for the father of 2 family,
whom the infection had not reached, to call them
around him, to reprefent the cruel fufferings and
horrid fate of their relations, from the influence
of fome evil fpirit who was preparing to extirpaté
their race; and to incite them to baffle death,
with all its horrors, by their own poniards. At
the fame time, if their hearts failed them in this
neceffary a&, he was himfelf ready to pe-form the
deed of mercy with his own hand, as the laft
act of his affection, and inftantly to follow them
to the common place of reft and refuge from
human evil. ‘

It was never fatisfactorily afcertained by what
means this malignant diforder was introduced, but
it was generally fuppofed to be from the Miffifouri,
by a war party. ;

The confequence of this melancholy event to
the traders muft be felf-evident ; the means of
difpofing of their goods were cut off; and no

furs were obtained, ‘but fuch as had been gathe-
red
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red from the habitations of the deceafed Indians,
which could not be very confiderable : nor did
they look from the lofles of the present year,
with any encouraging expeftations to thofe which
were to come. The only fortunate people con-
fifted of a party who had again penetrated to the
Northward and Weftward in 1780, at fome dif-
tance up the Miffinipi, or Englith River, to Lake
laRouge. Two unfortunate circumftances, howe-
ver, happened to them ; which are as follow.

Mr. Wadin, a Swifs gentleman, of ftri¢t probity
and known fobriety, had gone there in the year
1779, and remained during the fummer 1780.
His partners and others, engaged in an oppofite
intereft, when at the Grande portage, agreed to
fend a quantity of goods on their joint account,
which was accepted, and Mr. Pond was propofed
by them to be their reprefentative to act in con-
jun&ion with Mr. Wadin. Two men, of more
oppofite characters, could not, perhaps, have been
found. In fhort from various caufes, their fitua-
tion became very uncomfortable to each other,
and mutual ill-will was the natural confequence :

without entering, therefore, into a minute hiftory

of thefe transactions, it will be fufficient to ob-~
ferve, that, about the end of the year 1780, or.
the beginning of the year 1781, Mr. Wadin had
received Mr. Pond and one of his own clerks to.,
dinner ; and, in the courfe of the night, the for-
E mer
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mer was fhot through the lower part of the thigh,
when. it was faid that he expired from the lofs
of blood, and was buried next morning at eight
o’clock. Mr. Pond, and ‘the clerk, were tried
for this mrurder at Montreal, and acquitted : ne-
verthelefs, their innocence was not fo apparent as to
extinguifh the original fufpicion. = .
© The other circumftance was this. In the {pring
of the year, Mr. Pond fent the abovementioned
cletk to meet the Indians from the Northward,
who ufed to go-annually to Hudfon’s Bay; when
he eafily perfuaded them to trade with him, and
return back, that they might not take the con-
tagion which had depopulated the country to the
Eaftward of them: but moft unfortunately they
caught it here, and carried it with them, to
the deftruction of themfelves and the neighbour-
ing tribes.

The country being thus depopulated, the traders
and their friends from Canada, who, from various
caufes already mentioned, were very much reduced
in number, became confined to two parties, who
began ferioufly to think of making permanent
eftablithments on the Miffinipi river, and at Atha-
bafca ; for which purpofe, 1781-2, they feleGted
their beft canoe-men, being ignorant that the {mall
pox penetrated that way. The moft expeditious

“Party got only in time to the Portage la Loche, or

Mlthy Ouinigam, which d1v1des the waters of the
Miffinipi
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Miffinipi from thofe that fall into the Elk river, to
difpatch one canoe ftrong handed, and light-
loaded, to that country; but, on their. arrival
there, they found, in everv dire&tion, the ravages
of the fmall pox ; fo that, from the great diminu-
tion of the natives, they returned in the fpring
with no more than feven packages of beaver. The
ftrong woods and mountainous countries afforded
a refuge to thofe who fled from the contagion of
the plains; but they were {o alarmed at the fur-
rounding deffruction, that they avoided the tra-
ders, and were difpirited from: hunting except for
their fubfiftence. The traders, however, who re-
turned into the country in the year 1782- 3, found
the inhabitants in fome fort of tranquillity, and
more numerous than they had reafon to expect, fo
that their fuccefs was proportionably better.
During the winter of 1783-4, the merchants
of Canada, engaged in this trade, formed a junétion
of interefts, under the name of the North-Weft
Company, and divided it into fixteen thares, with-

-out depofiting any capital ; each party furnithing

a proportion or quota of fuch articles as were ne-
ceffary to carry on the trade : the respeCtive parties
agrecing to fatisfy the friends they had in the
country, who were not provided for, according
to this agreement, out of the proportions which
they held. The management of the whole was
accordingly entrufted to Mefirs. Benjamin and

E 2 Jofeph
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Jofeph Frobifher, and Mr. Simon M’Tavith, two
diftin houfes, who had the greateft intereft and
influence in the country, and for which they were
to receive a ftipulated commiffion in all tran-
factions.

In the fpring, two of thofe gentlemen went
to the Grande Portage with their credentials,
which were confirmed and ratified by all the par-
ties having an option, except Mr. Peter Pond,
who was not fatisfied with the fhare allotted him.
Accordingly he, and another gentleman, Mr. Peter
Pangman,who had a right to be a partner, but for
whom no provifion had been made, came to
Canada, with a determination to return to the
country, if they could find any perfons to Jjoin
them, and give their fcheme a proper fupport.

The traders in the country, and merchants at
Montreal, thus entered into a co - partnerthip, -
which, by thefe means, was confolidated and di-
rected by able men, who, from the powers with
which they were entrufted, could carry on the
trade to the utmoft extent it would bear. The
traders in the country, therefore, having every reafon.
to expect that their paft and future labours would:
be recompenfed, forgot all their former animofi-
ties, engaged with the utmoft {pirit and aivity,.
to forward the general intereft ; {o that, in the.
following year, they met their agents at the Grande.
Portage, with their canoes laden with. rich furs

from
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from the different parts of that immenfe tract
of country. But this fatisfaction was not to be
enjoyed without fome interruption ; and they were
mortified to find that Mr. Pangman had prevailed
on Mefits. Gregory and Macleod to join him, and
give him their fupport in the bufinefs, though
deferted by Mr. Pond, who accepted the terms
offered by his former affociates.

In the counting houfe of Mr. Gregory I had
been five years; and at this period had left him,
with a fmall adventure of goods, with which he
had entrufted me, to feek my fortune at Detroit,
He, without any folicitation on my part, had pro-
cured an infertion in the agreement, that I thould
be admitted a partner in this bufinefs,on condition
that I would proceed to the Indian country in
the following fpring, 1785. His partner came
to Detroit to make me fuch a propofition. I
readily affented to it, and immediately proceeded
to the Grande Portage, where I joined my aflo-
ciates.

We now found that independent of the natu-
ral difficulties of the undertaking, we fhould
have to encounter every other which they, who
were already in poffeffion of the trade of the country,
could throw in our way, and which their circum-
ftances enabled them to do. Nor did they doubt,
from their own fuperior experience, as well as that
of their clerks and men, with their local know-

ledge
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ledge of the country and its inhabitants, that they
thould foon cempel us to leave the country to
them. The event, however, did not juftify their
expectations ; for, after the fevereft ftruggle ever
known in that part of the world, and fuffering
every oppreffion which a jealous and rival {pirit
could inftigate; after the murder of one of our
clerks, who received a bullet through his powder
horn, in the execution of his duty, they were
compelled to allow us a fhare of the trade. As
we had already incurred a lofs, this union was, in
every refpe, a defirable event to us, and was con-
cluded in the month of July 1787.

This commercial eftablifhment was now foun-
ded on a more solid bafis than any hitherto
known in the country ; and it not, only conti-
nued in full force, vigour, and profperity, in [{pite
of all interference from Canada, but maintained
at leaft an equal fhare of advantage with the
Hudfon’s-Bay Company, notwithfthanding the fu-
periority of their local fituation. The following
account of this felf-erected concern will manifeft
the caufe of its fuccefs.

It afflumed the title of the North-Weft Com-
pany, and was no more than an affociation of
commercial men, agreeing among themfelves to
carry on the fur trade, unconnetted with any
other bufinefs, though many of the parties en-
gaged had extenfive concerns altogether foreign

to
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to it. It may be faid to have been fupported
entirely upon credit ; for, - whether the capital
belonged to the proprietor, or was borrowed, it
equally bore intereft, for which the aflociation
was annually accountable. It confifted of twenty,
thares, unequally divided among the perfons con-
cerned. Of thefe, a certain ‘proportion was held
by the people-who managed the bufinefs in Canada,
and were ftiled agents for the Company. Their
duty was to import the neceflary goods from
England, ftore them at their own expence at .
Montreal, get them made up into the articles
fuited to the trade, pack and forward them, and
fupply the cafh that might be wanting for the
outfits ; for which they received, independent of the
profit on their fhares, a commiffion on the amount
of the accounts, which they were obliged to make
out annually, and keep the adventure of each year
diftinét. Two of them went annually to the Grande
Portage, to manage and tranfact the bufinefs there,
and on the communication at Detroit, Michili-
makinac, St Mary’s, and at Montreal, where they
received, ftored, packed up, and fhipped the com-
pany’s furs for England; on which they had alfo
a fmall commiffion. The remaining fhares were
held by the proprietors, who were obliged to winter
and manage the bufinefs of the concern with the
Indians, and their refpettive clerks, &c. They

were not fuppofed to be under any obligation to
furnifh
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furnith capital, or even credit. If they obtained
any capital by the trade, it was to remain in the
hands of the agents ; for which they were allowed
intereft. Some of them, from their long fervices
and influence, held double fhares, and were allow«
ed to retire from the bufinefs at any period of
the exifting concern, with one of thofe fhares,
naming any young man in the company’s fervice
to {ucceed him in the other. Seniority and mernit
were, however, confidered as affording a claim to
the fucceffion, which, neverthelefs, could not be
difpofed of without the concurrence of the majo-
rity of the concern; who, at the fame time re-
lieved the feceding perfon from any refponfibi-
lity refpeGting the fhare that he transferred, and
accounted for it according to the annual value or
rate of the property ; fo that the feller could have
no advantage but that of getting the (hare of ftock
which he retained realifed, and receiving for the
transferred fhare what was fairly determined to be
the worth of it. The former was alfo difcharged
from all duty, and became a dormant partner.
~ Thus, all the young men who were not provided
for at the beginning of the contratt, fucceeded in
fucceffion to the charatter and advantages of part-
ners. They entered into the Company’s fervice
for five or feven years, under fuch expetations,
and their reafonable profpeéts were feldom difap-
pointed : there were, indeed, inflances when they

fucceeded
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fucceeded to fhares, before their apprenticethip
was expired, and it frequently happened that they
were provided for while they were in a flate of
articled clerkthip. Shares were transferable only
to the concern at large, as no perfon could be
admitted as a partner who had not ferved his time
to the trade. The dormant partner indeed might
difpofe of his intereft to any one he chofe, but if
the tranfaction were not ‘acknowledged by his affo-
ciates, the purchafer could only be confidered as
his agent or attorney. Every fhare had a vote
and two thirds formed a majority. This regular
and equitable mode of providing for the clerks of
the company, excited a {pirit of emulation in the
difcharge of their various duties, and in fa®, made
every agent a principal, who perceived his own
profperity to be immediately connefted with that
of his employers. Indeed, without fuch a {pirit,
fuch a trade could not have become fo extended
and advantageous, as it has been and now s. /

In 1788, the grofs amount of the adventure for
the year did not exceed forty thoufand pounds, *
but by the exertion, enterprife, and induﬂry of

- the proprietors, it was brought in eleven years to

* This might be properly called the ftock of the company,
as it included, with the expenditure of the year, the amount of
the property unexpended, which had been appropriated for the.
adventure of that year, and was carried on to the account of
the following adventure. )

F triple
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triple that amount and upwards; yielding pro-
portlonate profits, and (urpaﬁing, infhort, any thing
known in America.

Such, therefore, being the profperous ftate of
the company, it, very naturally, tempted others
to interfere with the concern in a manner by no
means beneficial to the company, and com-
monly ruinous to the undertakers.

In 1798 the concern underwent a new form,
the fhares were increafed to forty-fix, new part-
ners being admitted, and others retiring. This
period was the termination of the company, which
was not renewed by all the parties concerned in it,
the majority continuing to a& upon the old ftock,
and under the old firm ; the others beginning a
néw one; and it now remains to be decided, whether
two parties, under the fame regulations and by the
{ame exertions, though unequal in number, can
continue to carry on the bufinefs to a fuccefsful
ifflue. The contrary opinion has been held, which,
if verified, will make it the intereft of the parties
again to coalefce ; for neither is deficient in capital
to fupport their obftinacy in a lofing trade, as it is
not to be fuppofed that either will yield on any
other terms than perpetual participation.

It will not be fuperfluous in this place, to
explain the general mode of carrying on the fur
trade.

* The agents are obliged to” order the neceffary
goods
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goods from England in the month of O&ober,

eighteen months before they can leave Montreal 3
that is, they are not fhipped from London until
the fpring following, when they arrive in Canada
in the fummer. In the courfe of the following
winter they are made up into fuch articles as are
required for the favages; they are then packed into
parcels of ninety pounds weight each, but cannot
be fent from Montreal until the May following ;
fo that they do not get to market until the enfuing
winter, when they are exchanged for furs, which
come to Montreal the next fall, and from thence
are thipped, chiefly to London, where they are not
fold or paid for before the fucceeding fpring, or
even as late as June ; which is forty-two months
after the goods were ordered in Canada ; thirty-fix
after they had been fhipped from England, and
twenty-four after they had been forwarded from
Montreal ; fo that the merchant, allowing that
he has twelve months credit, does not receive a
return to pay for thofe goods, and the neceflary
expences attending them, which is about equal
to the value of the goods themfelves, till two years
after they are confidered as cafh, which makes this
a very heavy bufines. There is even a {mall pro-
portion of it that requires twelve months longer to
bring round the payment, owing to the immenfe
diftance it is -carried, and from the fhortnefs of
the feafons, which prevents the furs, even after
‘ F o2 they
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they are collected, from coming out of the country
for that period *.

The articles neceffary for this trade, are coarfe
woollen cloths of different kinds; milled blankets
of different fizes; arms and . ammunition ; twift
and carrot tobacco; Manchefter goods; linens,
and coarfe fheetings ; thread, lines and twine ;
common hardware ; cutlery and ironmongery of
feveral defcriptions; kettles of bras and copper,
and fheet-iron ; filk and cotton handkerchiefs ; hats,
fhoes and hofe ; calicoes and printed cottons, &c.
Spirituous liquors and provifions are purchafed
in Canada. Thefe,.and the expence of trans-
port to and from the Indian country, including
wages to clerks, interpreters, guides, and canoe-
men, with the expence of making up the goods for
the market, form about half the annual. amount
againft the adventure.

* This will be better illuftrated by the following ftatement ;
- We will fuppofe the goods for 1798 ; :
The orders for the goods are fent to this country 25th O&. 14g6.
They are thipped from London. . . . . . March 1797.
They arrive in Montreal. . . . . . . . June 1797.
They are made up in the courfe of that fummer and winter.
They are fent from Montreal. . . . . . . May 1798.
They arrive in the Indian country, and are exchanged
~ for furs the following winter. . . . . . . 1798-9.
Which furs come to Montreal. . . . . . Sept. 1799,
And are fhipped for Loadon, where they are fold in

March and April, and paid for in May or June. . 1800.

This
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This expenditure in Canada ultimately tends
to the encouragement of Britith manufactory, for
thofe who are employed in the different branches
of this bufinefs, are-enabled by their gains to
purchafe fuch Britifh articles as they muft other-
wife forego.

The produce of the year of which I am
now f{peaking, confifted of the following furs and

Peltrl\,s .
106,000 Beaver fkins 6000 Lynx ikins,
2100 Bear fkins, 600 *Wolverine fkins,

1 5oo Fox fkins, 16 50r Fifher fkins,
4000 Kitt Fox tkins, 100 Rackoon ikins,
4600 Otter fkins, 3800 Wolf fkins,
17,000°Mufquath fkins, 700 Elk fkins,
32,000 Marten fkins, 750 Deer fkins,
1800*Mink fkins, 1200 Deer fkins, drefled,
500 Buffalo robes, and a quantity of cafto-
rum.

Of thefe were diverted from the Britifh market,
being fent through the United States to China,
13,364 {kins, fine beaver, weighing 19283 pounds;
1250 fine otters, and 1724 kitt foxes. They
would have found their way to the China market
at any rate, but this deviation from the Britith chan-
nel arofe from the following circumtance :

An adventure of this kind was undertaken by
a refpectable houfe in London, half concerned

with the North-Weft Company in the year i792.
The
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The furs were of the beft kind, and fuitable to
the market; and the adventurers continued this
connexion for five fucceflive years, to the an-
nual amount of forty thoufand pounds. At the
winding up of 1792, 1793, 1794, 1793, in the
year 1797, (the adventure of 1796 not being
included, as the furs were not fent to China,
but difpofed of in London), the North- Weft
Company experienced a lofs of upwards of £ 40,000
( their half,) which was principally owing to the
difficulty of getting home the produce procured
in rewurn for the furs from China, in the Eaft
India Company’s fhips, together with the duty
payable, and the various reftritions of that com-
pany. Whereas, from America there are no im-
pedimeants ; they get immediately to market, and
the produce of them is brought back, and perhaps
fold in the courfe of twelve months. From fuch
advantages the furs of Canada will no doubt find
their way to China by America, which would
not be the cafe if Britith subje@s had the fame
privileges that are allowed to foreigners, as Lon-
don would then be found the beft and fafeft
market. A
But to return to our principal fubjet. — We
fhall now proceed to confider the number of men
employed in the concern : viz, fifty clerks, feventy-
one interpreters and clerks, one thoufand one
hundred and twenty canoe men, and thirty-five
guides.
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guides. Of thefe, five clerks, eighteen guides,
and three hundred and fifty canoe men, were
employed for the fummer feafon in going from
Montreal to the Grande Portage, in canoes, part
of whom proceeded from thence to Rainy Lake
as will be hereafter explained, and are called Pork-
eaters, or Goers and Comers. Thefe were hired
in Canada or Montreal, and were abfent from
the firft of May till the latter end of September.
For this trip the guides had from eight hundred
to a thoufand livres, and a fuitable equipment;
the foreman and fteer{man from five to fix hundred
livres; the middlemen from two hundred and fifty to
three hundred and fifty livres, with an equipment
of one blanket, one fhirt, and one pair of trowfers;
and were maintained during that period at the ex-
pence of their employers. Independent of their
wages, they were allowed to traffic, and many of them
earned to the amount of their wages. ~About. one
third of thefe went to winter, and had more than
double the above wages and equipment. All the
winterers were hired by the year, and fometimes
for three years ; and of the clerks many were ap-
prentices, who were generally engaged for five or
feven years, for which they had only one hundred
pounds, provifion and clothing. Such of them
who could not be provided for as partners, at the
expiration of this time, were allowed from one
hundred pounds to three hundred pounds per an-

num ;
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num; with all neceffaries, ti!l provifion was made
for them. Thofe who acted in the two-fold capa~
city of clerk and interpreter, or were {o denomi-
nated, had no other expe@ation than the payment
of wages to the amount of from one thoufand livres
per annum, with clothing and provifions. The
guides, who are a very ufeful fet of men, a&ed alfo
in the additional capacity of interpreters, and had
a ftated quantity of goods, confidered as fufficient
for their wants, their wages being from one to
three thoufand livres. The canoe men are of two
defcriptions, foremen and fteerfmen, and middle-
men. The two firft were allowed annually one
thoufand two hundred, and the latter four hundred,
livres each. The firft clafs had what is called an
equipment, confifting of two blankets, two fhirts,
two pair of trowfers, two handkerchiefs, fourteen
pounds of carrot tobacco, and fome trifling articles.
The latter had ten pounds of tobacco, and all the
other articles : thofe are called North Men, or
Winterers ; and to the laft clafs of people were at-
tached upwards of feven hundred Indian women and
children, victualled at the expence of the com-
pany.

The firft clafs of people are hired in Montreal
five months before they fet out, and receive their
equipments, and one third of their wages in advance;
and an adequate idea of the labour they undergo
may be formed from the following account of the

country
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country through which they pafs, and their man-
ner of proceeding.

- The neceflary number of canoes being purcha-
fed, at about three hundred livres each, the goods
formed into packages, and the lakes and rivers free
of ice, which they ufually are in the beginning of
May, they are then difpatched from La Chine,
elght miles ‘above Montreal, with eight or ten
‘men in each canoe, and their baggage ; and fixty-
five packages of goods, fix hundred weight of bif-
cuit, two hundred weight of pork, three bufhels of
peafe, for the men’s provifion ; two oil cloths to
cover the goods, a fail, &c. anaxe,a towmcr-hne,
a kettle, and a fponge to bail out the water, withi a
-quantity of gum, bark, and watape, to repair the
veflel. © An Euvropean on feeing one of thefe flen-
der veffels thus laden, heaped up, and funk with
her gunwale within fix inches of the water, would
think his fate inevitable in fuch a boat, when he
refle®ed on the nature of her voyage ; but the Ca-
nadians are fo expert that few accidents happen.
“Leaving La Chine, they proceed to St. Ann’s,
within two miles of the Weftern extremity of the
ifland of Montreal, the lake of the two mountains
bemg in fight, which may be termed the com-
‘mencement of the Utawas River. At the rapid of
St. Ann they are obliged to take out part, if not
the whole of their lading. Itis from this (pot that-
thc Canadians confider. they take their departure,
- G as
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as it poflefles the laft church on the ifland, which

is dedicated to the tutelar faint of voyagers.
The lake of the two mountains is about. twenty
miles long, but not more than three wide, and
furrounded by cultivated fields, except the Seign-
ory belonging to the clergy,. though nominally
in poffeflion of the two tribes of Iroquois and Al-
gonquins, whofe village is fituated on a delightful
_point of land under the hills, which, by the title of
mountains, give 2 name to the lake. Near the
~é§cﬁremity of the point their church is built, which
divides the village in two parts, forming a regular an-
gle along the water fide. -On the Eaft is the ftation
onthe Algonqums, and on the Weft, one of the
Iroquoxs, confifting in all of about five hundred
warriors. Each party has its mlﬂionary, and divine
worﬂnp is performed accordmg to the rites of the
Roman Catholic religion, in their refpective lan-
guages in the fame church : and fo afliduous have
their paftors been, that thefe people have been in-
ftrutted in reading and writing in their own lan-
gu‘age, and are better inftructed than the Cana-
dian inhabitants of the country of the lower ranks:
but notwithftanding thefe advantages, and though
the eftablithment is nearly coeval with the coloni-
zation of the: country, they do not advance towards
a fate of civilization but retain their ancient habits,
language, and.cuftoms, and are becoming every
day more depraved, indigent, and infignificant.
The
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"T'he country around them, though very capable of
cultivation, prefents only a few miferable patches
of ground, fown by the women with maize and ve-
getables. During the winter feafon, they leave their
habitations, and pious paftors, to follow the chafe,
according to the cuftom of their forefathers. Such
is, indeed, the flate of all the villages near the cul-
tivated parts of Canada. But we fhall now leave
them to proceed on our voyage.
" At the end of the lake the water contradts into
the Utawas River, which, after a courfe of fifteen
miles, is interrupted by a fucceffion of rapids and
cafcades for upwards of ten- miles, at the foot of
which the Canadian Seignories terminate ; and all
above them were wafte land, till the conclufion of the
American war, when they were furveyed by order
of government, and granted to the officers and
men of the eighty-fourth regiment, when reduced;
but principally to the former, and confequently
little inhabited, though very capable of cultivation.
The voyagers are frequently obliged to unload
their canoes, and carry the goods upon their backs,
or rather fufpended in flings from their heads.
Each man’s ordinary load is two packages, though
fome carry three. ~ Here the canoe is towed by a
firong line. There are fome places where the
ground will not admit of their carrymg the whole ;
they then makeé two trips, that is, leave half their
ladmg, and go and land it at the diftance required ;
- G2 . and
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and then return for that which was left. In this
diftance are three carrying-places, the length of
which depends in a great meafure upon the ftate
of the water, whether higher or lower ; from the
laft of thefe the river is about a mile and an half
wide, and has a regular current for about fixty miles, -
when it ends at the firft Portage de Chaudiere,
where the body of water falls twenty-five feet, over
cragged, excavated rocks, ina moft wild, romantic
manner. At a {mall diftance below, is the river
Rideau on the left, falling over a perpendicular
rock, near forty feet high, in one fheet, affuming
the appearance of a curtain ; and from which cir-
cumflance it derives its name. To this extent the
lands have been furveyed, as before obferved, and
are very fit for culture. Many loyalifts are fettled
upon the river Rideau, and have, I am told, thri-
?ing Plantations. Some American families pre-
ferring the Britith territory, have alfo eftablifhed
themfelves along a river on the oppofite fide,
where the foil is excellent. Nor do I think the
peried is far diftant, when the lands will become
fettled from this vicinity to Montreal.- _.
- Over this portage, which is fix hundred and
forty-three paces long, the canoe and all the lading
is carried. The rock is fo fteep and difficult of
accefs, that it requires twelve men to take the ca-
noe out of the water : it is then carried by fix men,
two.at each end on, the fame fide, and two under

the
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the oppofite gunwale in the middle. From hence
to the next is but a fhort diftance, in which they
make two trips to the fecond Portage de Chau-
diere, which is feven hundred paces to carry the
loading alone.  From hence to the next and laft
Chaudiere, or Portage des Chenes, is about fix
miles, with a very ftrong current, where the goods
are carried feven hundred and forty paces; the
canoe being towed up by the line, when the water
is not very high. We now enter Lac des Chau-
dieres, which is computed to be thirty miles in
length. Though it is called a lake, there is-a
ftrong draught downwards, and its breadth is from
two to four miles. At the end of this is the Por-
tage des Chats, over which the canoe and lading
are carried two hundred and feventy-four paces ;
and very difficult it is for the former. The river is

here barred by a ridge of black rocks, rifing 1in’

pinnacles and cavered with wood, which, from the
{mall quantity of foil that nourifhes it, is low and
ftinted. 'The river finds its way over and through
thefe rocks, in numerous channels falling fifteen
" feet and upwards. From hence two trips are made
“through a ferpentine channel, formed by the rocks
for feveral miles, when the current flackens, and 1s

accordingly called the Lake des Chats. At the

channels of the grand Calumet, which are compu-

ted to be at the diftance of eighteen miles, the cur-

rent recovers its ftrength, and proceeds to the Por-

tage
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tage Dufort, which is two hundred and forty-five
paces long ; over which the canoe and baggage are
tranfported.  From hence the current becormes
more rapid, and requires two trips to the Déchar-
ge des Sables *, where the goods are carried one
hundred and thirty-five paces, and the canoe to-
wed.  Then follows the Mountain Portage, where
the canoe and Iadihg are alfo carried three hundred
and eighty-five paces; then to the Décharge of
the Derigé where the goods are carried two hun-
dred and fifty paces ; and thence to the grand Ca-
lumet.  This is the longeft carrying-place in this
river, and is about two thoufand and thirty-five-
paces. Itisa high hill or mountain. From the
upper part of this Portage the current is fteady,
and is only a branch of the Utawas River, which
joins the main channel, that keeps a more Sou-
thern courfe, at the diftance of twelve computed
leagues.  Six leagues further it forms Lake Cou-
longe, which is about four leagues in length : from
thence it proceeds through the channels of the -
Allumettes to the Décharge, where part of the la-
ding is taken out, and carried three hundred and
forty-two paces. Then fucceeds the Portage des
Allumettes, which is but twenty-fivé paces, over
a rock difficult of accefs, and at a very fhort dif-

* The place w.herc thevgoods.alone are carried, is called a

Déchaige, and that where goods and canoes are both tranfported
'overland, is denominated a Portage, . : ~ -

tance
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wance from the Décharge. From Portage de
Chenes to this fpot, is a fine deer-hunting country,
and the Jand in many parts very fit for cultivation.
From hence the river {preads wide, and is full of
lands, with fome current for feven leagues, to the
beginning of Riviere Creufe, or Deep River, which
runs 1n the form of a canal, about a mile and an
half wide, for about thirty-fix miles ; bounded
upon the North by very high rocks, with low land
on the South, and fandy ; it is intercepted again by
falls and cataracts, fo that the Portages of the two
Joachins almoft join. The firft is nine hundred
-and twenty, fix paces, the next feven hundred
and twenty, and both very bad roads. From
hence is a fteady current of nine miles to the River
du Moine, where there has generally been a trad-
-ing houfe; the ftream then becomes ftrong for
four leagues, when a rapid fucceeds, which requires
two trips. A little way onward is the Décharge,
.and clofe to it, the Portage of the Roche Capi-
taine, feven hundred and ninety-feven paces in
length. From hence two trips are made through
a narrow channel of the Roche Capitaine, made by
an ifland four miles in length. A ftrong current
now fucceeds, for about fix leagues to the Portage
of the two rivers, which it about eight hundred and
twenty paces ; from thence it is three leagues to
the Décharge of the Trou, which is three hundred
paces. Near adjoining is the rapid of Levellier ;

from
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from whence, including the rapids of Matawoen,
where there is no carrying-place, it is about thirty- .
fix miles to the forks of the fame name; in lati-
tude 463. North, and longitude 782. Weft, and
is at the computed diftance of four hundred miles
from Montreal. At this place the Petite Riviere
falls into the Utawas. The latter river comes
from a North-Wefterly direction, forming feveral
lakes in its courfe. The principal of them is Lake
Temefcamang, where there has always been a tra-
ding poft, which may be faid to continue, by a
fucceffion of rivers and lakes, upwards of fifty lea-
gues from the Forks, paffing near the waters of
the Lake Abbitiby, in latitude 48%. which is re-
ceived by the Moofe River, that empties itfelf into
James Bay.

The Petite Riviere takes a South-Weft dire&ion,
is full of rapids and catarals to its fource, and is
not more than fifteen leagues in length, in the
courfe of which are the following interruptions—
The Portage of Plein Champ, three hundred and
nineteen paces ; the Décharge of the Rofe, one
hundred and forty-five paces; the Décharge of
Campion, one hundred and eighty-four paces ; the
Portage of the Grofle Roche, one hundred and
fifty paces ; the Portage of Parefleux, four hun-
dred and two paces ; the Portage of Priarie, two
hundred and eighty-feven paces ; the Portage of
La Cave, one hundred paces; Portage of Talon,

two
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two hundred and feventy-five paces ; which, for its
length, is the worft on the communication-; Por-
tage Pin de Mufique, four hundred and fifty-fix
paces ; next to this is Mauvais de Mufique, where
many men have been cruthed to death by the ca-
noes, and others havereceived irrecoverable injuries.
The laft in this river is the Turtle Portage, eighty-
three paces, on entering the lake of that name,
where, indeed, the river may be faid to take its
source. From the firft vafe to the great river, the
country has the appearance of having been over-
run by fire, and confifts in general of huge rocky
hills. The diftance of this Portage which is the
height of land, between the waters of the St. Lau-
rence and the Utawas, is one thoufand five hundred

~ and thirteen paces to a fimall canal in a plain, that
i1sjuft fufficient to carry the loaded canoe about one
mile to the next vafe, which is feven hundred and
twenty-five paces. It would be twice this diftance,
but the narrow creek is dammed in the beaver fafh-
1on, to float the canoes to this barrier, through
which they pafs, when the river is juft fufficient to
bear them through a fwamp of two miles to the
laft vafe, of one thoufand and twenty-four paces in
length. Though the river is increafed in this part,
fome care is neceflary to avoid rocks and ftumps of
trees. In about fix miles is the lake Nepifingui,
which is computed to be twelve leagues long,
though the route of the canoes is fomething more :
H it
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it is about fifteen miles wide in the wideft part,
and bounded with rocks. Its inhabitants confift
of the remainder of a numerous converted tribe,
called Nepifinguis of the Algonquin nation. Out
of it flows the Riviere des Frangois, over rocks of a
confiderable height. In a bay to the Eaft of this,
the road leads over the Portage of the Chaudiere
des Frangois, five hundred and forty-four paces, to
ftill water. It muft Lave acquired the name of
Kettle, from a great number of holes in the folid
rock of a cylindrical form, and not unlike that cu-
linary utenfil. They are obfervable in many parts
along ftrong bodies of water, and where, at certain
feafons, and diftin& periods, it is well known the
water inundates ; at the bottom of them are gene-
rally found a number of fmall ftones and pebbles.
This circumftance justifies the conclufion, that at
fome former period thefe rocks formed the bed of
a branch of the difcharge of this lake, although
fome of them are upwards of ten feet above the
prefent level of the water at its greateft height.
They are, indeed, to'be seen along every great river
throughout this wide extended country. The
French river is very irregular, both as to its breadth
and form, and is {o interfperfed with iflands, that in
the whole courfe of it the banks are feldom vifible.
Of its various channels, that which is generally fol-
lowed by the canoes is obftrutted by the following
Portages, viz. des Pins, fifty-two paces ; Feaufille,

thirty-fix
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thirty-fix paces; Parisienne, one hundred paces 3
Recolet, forty-five paces ; and the Petite Feaufille,
twenty-five paces. In feveral parts there are guts
or channels, where the water flows with great velo-
city, which are not more than twice the breadth of
acanoe. The diftance to Lake Huronis eftimated
at twenty-five leagues, which this river enters in
the latitude 45. 53. North, that s, at the point of
land three or four miles within the lake. There is
hardly a foot of foil to be feen from one end of the
French river to the other, its banks confifting of
hills of entire rock. The coaft of the lake is the
fame, but lower, backed at fome diftance by high
lands. The courfe runs through numerous iflands
to the North of Weft to the river Teflalon, com-
puted to be about fifty leagues from the French
river, and which I found to be in latitude 46. 12. 21.
North ; and from thence croffing, from ifland to if-

land, the arm of the lake that receives the water of
Lake Superior (which continues the fame courfe!,

the route changes to the South of Weft ten leagues
to the Detour, paffing the end of the ifland of St. Jo-
feph, within fix miles of the former place. On that
- ifland there has been a military cftablithment fince
the upper pofts were given up to the Americans in
the year 1794; and is the Wefternmoft military
pofition which we have in this country. It is a
place of no trade, and the gieater part, if not the
whole of the Indians, come here for no other pur-

H 2 pole
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pofe but to receive the prefents which our govern-
ment annually allows them. They are from the
American territory (except about thirty families,
who are the inhabitants of the lake from the F rench
river, and of the Algonquin nation) and trade in
their peltries, as they ufed formerly to do at Michi-
limakinac, but principally with Britith fubjeéts.
The Americans pay them very little attention, and
tell them that they keep pofleflion of their country
by right of conquett : that, as their brothers, they
will be friends with them while they deferve it ; and
that their traders will bring them every kind of
goods they require, which they may procure by
their induftry. e
Our commanders treat them in a very different
manner, and, under the chara&er of the reprefen-
tatives of their father; (which parental title the
natives give to his prefent Majefty, the common
father of all his people) prefent them with fuch
things as the actual ftate of their flores will allow.
How far this condu&, if continued, may, at a
future exigency, keep thefe people in our intereft,
if they are even worthy of it, is not an object of my
prefent confideration : at the fame time, I cannot
avoid exprefling my perfe&t conviction, that it
would not be of the leaft advantage to our prefent
or future commerce in that country, or to the people
themfelves ; as it only tends to keep many of them
in a ftate of idlenefs about our military eftablith-

ments.
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ments. ‘The ammunition which they receive is
employed to kill game, in order to procure rum in
return, though their families may be in a ftarving
condition : hence it is, that, in confequence of
flothful and diffolute lives, their numbers are in a
very perceptible ftate of diminution.

" From the Detour to ifland of Michilimakinac,
at the confluence of the Lakes Huron and Michi.
gan, in latitude 45.54. North is about forty-miles.
To keep the dire&t courfe to Lake Superior, the
north fhore from the river Teffalon fhould be fol-
lowed'; croffing to the North-Weft end of St. Jo-
{feph, and paffing between it and the adjacent if-
lands, which makes a diftance of fifty miles to the
fall of St. Mary, at the foot of which, upon the
South fhore, there is a village, formerly a place of
great refort for the inhabitants of Lake Superior,
and confequently of confiderable trade : it is now,
however, dwindled to nothing, and reduced to
about thirty families, of the Algonquin nation, who
are one half of the year ftarving, and the other half
intoxicated, and ten or twelve Canadians, who have
been in the Indian country from an early period of
life, and intermarried with the natives who have

brought them families. Their inducementto fettle .

there, was the great quantity of white fifh that are
to be taken in and about the falls, with very little
trouble, particularly in the autamn, when that fith

leaves the lakes, and comes to the running and
fhallow
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fhallow waters to fpawn. Thefe, when falt can be
procured, are pickled juft as the froft fets in, and
prove very good food with potatoes, which they
have of late cultivated with fuccefs. The natives
live chiefly on this fith, which they hang up by the
tails, and preferve throughout the winter, or at
leaft as long as they laft ; for whatever quantity they
may have taken, it is never known that their ceco-
nomy is fuch as to make them laft through the
winter; which renders their fituation very diftreffing;
for if they had acivity sufficient to purfue the la-
bours of the chafe, the woods are become {o barren
of game as to afford them no great profpect of re-
lief. In the fpring of the year they, and the other
inhabitants, make a quantity of fugar from the
maple tree, which they exchange with the traders
for neceflary articles, or carry it to Michilimakinac,
where they expe& a better price. One of thefe
traders was agent for the North-Weft Company,
receiving, ftoring and forwarding fuch articles as
come by the way of the lakes upon their veflel:
for it is to be obferved, that a quantity of their goods
are fent by that route from Montreal in boats to
Kingfton, at the entrance of Lake Ontario, and
from thence in veffels to Niagara, then over land
ten miles to a water communication, by boats, to
Lake Erie, where they are again received into vef-
fels, and carried over that lake up the river Detroit,
through the lake and river Sinclair to Lake Huron

and
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and from thence to the Falls of St. Mary’s, when
they are again landed and carried for a mile above
the falls, and fhipped over Lake Superior to the
Grande Portage. This is found to be a lefs ex-
penfive method than by canoes, but attended with
more rifk, and requiring more time, than one fhort
{eafon of this country will admit; for the goods are
always fent from Montreal the preceding fall ; and
befides, the company get their provifions from De-
troit, as_flour and Indian corn ; as alfo confiderable
fupplies from Michilimakinac of maple fugar, tal-
low, gum, &c. &c.

For the purpofe of conveying all thefe things,
they have two veflels upon the Lakes Erie and
Huron, and one on Lake Superior, of from fifty
to feventy tons burthen. This being, therefore,
the depot for tran{ports, the Montreal canoes, on
their arrival, were forwarded over Lake Superior,
with only five men in each ; the others were {ent
to Michilimakinac for additional canoes, which
were required to profecute the trade, and then take
a lading there, or at St. Mary’s, and follow the
others. At length they all arrive at the Grande
Portage, which is one hundred and fixty leagues
from St. Mary’s coaft ways, and fituated on a plea-
fant bay on the North ide of the lake, in latitude
48. North and longitude go. Weft from Green-
wich, where the compafs has not above five degrees

Eaft variation.
At
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At the entrance of the bay is an ifland which
fcreens the harbour from every wind except the
South. The fhallownefs of the water, however,
renders it neceffary for the veflel to anchor near a
mile from the fhore, where there is not more than
fourteen feet water. This lake juftifies the name
that has been given to it : the Falls of St. Mary,
which is its Northern extremity, being in latitude
46. 31. North, and in longitude 84 Weft, where
there is no variation of the compafs whatever,
while its Southern extremity, at the River St. Louis,
is in latitude 46. 45, North, and longitude g2. 10.
Wefl : its greateft breadth is one hundred and
twenty miles, and its circumference, including its
various bays, 1s not lefs than one thoufand two
hundred miles. Along its North fhore is the fafeft
navigation, as it is a continued mountainous em-
bankment of rock, from three hundred to one thou-
fand five hundred feet in height. There are nu-
merous coves and fandy bays to land, which are
~ frequently fheltered by iflands from the fwell of

the lake. This is particularly the cafe at the dif-
tance of one hundred miles to' the Eaftward
of the Grande Poriage, and is called the Pay
Plat. ‘ '

This feems to have been caufed by fome con-
vulfion of nature, for many of the iflands difplay a
compofition of lava, intermixed with round ftones
of the fize of a pigeon’s egg. The furrounding

rock
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rock is generally hard, and of a dark blue-grey,
though it frequently has the appearance of iron and
copper. The South fide of the lake, from Point
Shagoimigo Eaft, is almoft a continual ftraight
line of fandy beach, interfperfed with rocky preci-
pices of lime-ftones, fometimes rifing to an hun-
dred feet in height, without abay. The embank-
ments from that point Weftward are, in general,
of ftrong clay, mixed with ftones, which renders the
navigation irkfome and dangerous. On the fame
fide, at the River Tonnagan, is found a quantity
of virgin copper. The Americans, foon after they
got poffeffion of that country, fent an engineer thi-
ther ; and I fhould not be furprifed to hear of their
employing people to work the mine. Indeed, it
might be well worthy the attention of the Britith
fubjeds to work the mines on the North coaft,
though they are not fuppofed to be fo rich as thofe
on the South.

Lake Superior is the large{’c and moft magmﬁ-
cent body of freth water in the world : it is clear
and pelluad of great depth, and abounding in a
great variety of fith, which are the moft excellent
of their kind. There are trouts of three kinds,
weighing from five to fifty pounds, fturgeon, pick-
erel, pike, red and white carp, black bafs, her-
rings, &c. &c. and the laft and beft of all, the
‘Ticamang, or white fith, which weighs from four

' I to
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to fixteen pounds, and is of a superior quality in
thefe waters.

This Lake may be denominated the grand re-
{ervoir of the River St. Laurence, as no confide-
rable rivers difcharge themfelves intoit. The prin-
cipal ones are, the St. Louis, the Nipigon, the Pic,
and the Michipicoten. Indeed, the extent of
country from which any of them flow, or take
their courfe, in any dire&ion, cannot admit of it,
in confequence of the ridge of land that feparates
them from the rivers that empty themfelves into
Hudfon’s-Bay, the gulph of Mexico, and the wa-
ters that fall in Lake Michegan, which afterwards
become a part of the St. Laurence.

This vaft collettion of waters is often covered
with fog, particularly, when the wind is from the
Eaft, which, driving again{t the high barren rocks
on the North and Weft fhore, diffolves in torrents
of rain. Itis very generally faid, that the ftorms
on this lake are denoted by a fwell on the preceding
day ; but this circumftance did not appear from
my obfervation to be a regular phenomenon, as the
fwells more frequently fubfided without any {ubfe-
quent wind. A

Along the furrounding rocks of this immenfelake,
evident marks appear of the decreafe of its water,
by the lines obfervable along them. The fpace,
however, between the higheft and the loweft, is not
{o great as in the fmaller lakes, as it does not

amount
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amount to more than fix feet, the former being
very faint.

The inhabitants that are found along the coaft
of this water, are all of the Algonquin nation, the
whole of which do not exceed 150 familes.*

Thefe people live chiefly on fith; indeed, from
what has been faid of the country, it cannot be ex-
pected to abound in animals, as it is totally defti-
cuté of that fhelter, which is fo neceffary to them.
The rocks appear to have been over-run by fire,
and the ftinted timber, which once grew there, 1s
frequently feen lying along the furface of them :
but it is not eafy to be reconciled, that any thing
fhould grow where there is fo little appearance of
(oil. Between the fallen trees there are briars, with
hurtleberry and goofeberry buthes, rafpberries, &ec.
which invite the bears in greater or lefler numbers,
as they area favourite food of that animal : beyond
thefe rocky banks are found a few moofe and fal-
low deer. The waters alone are abundantly inha-
bited.

A very curious phenomenon was obferved fome

* In the year 1668, when the firft miffionaries vifited the
South of this lake, they found the country full of inhabitants.
They relate, that, about this time a band of the Nepifingues,
who were converted, emigrated to the Nipigon country, which

is to the North of Lake Superior. Few of their defcendants.

are now remaining, and not a trace of the religion comrauni-

cated to them is to be difcovered.
o years
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years ago at the Grand Portage, for which no ob-
vious caufe could be afligned. The water with-
drew with great precipitation, leaving the ground
dry that had never before been 'vifible, the fall
being equal to four perpendicular feet, and rufhing
back with great velocity above the common mark.
It continued thus falling and nifing for feveral
hours, gradually decreafing till it ftopped at its
ufual height. There 1s frequently an irregular
influx and deflux, which does not exceed ten inches
and is attributed to the wind.

The bottom of the bay, which forms an am-
phitheatre, is cleared of wood, and inclofed; and
on the left corner of it, beneath an hill, three or
four hundred feet in height, and crowned by others
of a ftill greater altitude, is the fort, picketed in
with cedar pallifadoes, and inclofing houfes built
with wood and covered with fhingles. They are
calculated for every convenience of trade, as well
as to accommodate the proprietors and clerks’ du-
ring their thort refidence there. The North men
live under tents : but the more frugal pork-eater
lodges beneath his canoe. The foil immediately
bordering on the' lake has not proved very propi-
tious, as nothing but potatoes have been found to
anfwer the trouble of cultivation. This circum-
ftance is probably owing to the cold damp fogs of
the lake, and the moifture of the ground from the
fprings that ifluc from beneath the hills. There

are
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are meadows in the vicinity that yield abundance
of hay for the cattle ; but, as to agriculture, it has
not hitherto been an object of ferious confide-
ration. '

I thall now leave thefe geographical notices, to
give fome further account of the people from Mon-
treal. — When they are arrived at the Grande Port-
age, which isnear nine miles over, each of them
has to carry eight packages of fuch goods and pro-
vifions as are neceflary for the interior country.
This is a labour which cattle cannot conveniently
perform in fummer, as both horfes and oxen were
tried by the company without fuccefs. They are
only ufeful for light, bulky articles; or for tranf-
porting upon fledges, during the winter, whatever
goods may remain there, efpecially provifion, of
which it is ufual to have a year’s ftock on hand.

Having finithed this toilfome part of their duty,
if more goods are neceflary to be tranfported, they
are allowed a Spanifh dollar for each package : and
{o inured are they to this kind of labour, that I
have known fome of them fet off with two packa-
ges of ninety pounds each, and return with two
others of the fame weight, in the courfe of fix
hours, being a diftance of eighteen miles over hills
and mountains.  This neceffary part of the bufinefs
being ovar, if the feafon be early they have fome
refpite, but this depends upon the time the North
men begin to arrive from their winter quarters,

which
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which they commonly do carly in July. At this
period, it 1s neceffary to fele¢t from the pork-eaters,
a number of men, among whom are the recruits,
or winterers, fufficient to man the North canoes
neceflary to carry to the river of the rainy lake
the goods and provifion requifite for the Athabafca
country ; as the people of that country, (owing to
the fhortnefs of the feafon and length of the road,
can come no further), are equipped there and ex-
change ladings with the people of whom we are
fpeaking, and both return from whence they came.
This voyage is performed in the courfe of a month,
and they are allowed proportionable wages for their

fervices. |
The north men being arrived at the Grande Port-
age, are regaled with bread, pork, butter, liquor,
and tobacco, and {uch as have not entered into
agreements during the winter, which 1s cuftomary,
are contracted with, to return and perform the
voyage for one, two, or three years : their accounts
are alfo fettled, and fuch as choofe to fend any of
their earnings to Canada, receive drafts to tranfmit
to their relations or friends : and as {foon as they can
be got ready, which requires no more than a fort-
night, they are again difpatched to their refpective
departments. It is indeed, very creditable to them
as fervants, that though they are fometimes aflem-
bled to the number of twelve hundred men, indul-
ging themfelves in the free ufe of liquor, and quar-
relling
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relling with each other, they always fhow greateft
refpect to their employers, who are comparatively
but few in number, and beyond the aid of any
legal power to enforce due obedience. In fhort, a
degree of fubordination can only be maintained by
the good opinion thefe men entertain of their em-
ployers, which has been uniformly the cafe, fince
the trade hds been formed and conducted on a re-
gular {yftem.

The people being difpatched to their refpective
winter quarters, the agents from Montreal, affifted
by their clerks, prepare to return there, by getting
the furs acrofs the Portage, and re-mafting them
to Montreal ; where they commonly arrive in the
month of September.

The mode of living at the Grande Portage, is as
follows : the proprietors, clerks, guides, and in-
terpreters mefs together, to the number of fome-
times an hundred, at feveral tables, in one’ large
hall, the provifion confifting of bread, falt pork,
beef, hams, fith, and venifon, butter, peas, Indian
corn, potatoes, tea, {pirits, wine, &c. and plenty of
milk, for which purpofe feveral milch cows are
conftantly kept. The mechanics have rations of
fuch provifion, but the canoe-men, both from the
North and Montreal, have no other allowance here,
oron the voyage, than Indian corn and melted
fat. The corn for this purpofe is prepared be-
fore it leaves Detroit, by boiling it in a ftrong al-

‘ kali,
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kali, which takes off the outer hufk ; it is then well
wafhed, and carefully dried upon ftages, when it is
it for ufe. One quart of this is boiled for two
hours, over a moderate fire, in a gallon of water; to
which, when it has boiled a {mall time, are added
two ounces of melted {uet ; this caufes the corn to
fplit, and in the time mentioned makes a pretty
thick pudding. If to this is added a lile fal,
(but not before it is boiled, as it would interrupt
the operation), it makes an wholefome, palatable
food, and eafy of digeftion.  This quantity is fully
fufficient for a man’s {fubfiftence during twenty-four
hours ; though 1t is not fufficiently heartening to
fuftain the ftrength neceflary for a ftate of ac-
tive labour. The Americans call this dith Ho-
minee *, .

The trade from the Grande Portage, is, in fome
particulars, carried on in a different manner with
that from Montreal. The canoesufed in the latter
tranfport are now too large for the former, and
fome of about half the fize are procured from the
natives, and are navigated by four, five, or fix
men, according to the diftance which they have to
go. They carry a lading of about thirty-five pack-
ages, on an average ; of thefe twenty-three are for

* Corn is the cheapeft provifion that can be procured,
though from the expence of tranfport, the bufhel coft about
twenty fhillings fterling, at. the Grande Portage. A man’s
daily allowance does not exceed ten-pence.

the
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the purpose of trade, and the reft are employed for
provifions, ftores, and baggage. In each of thefe
canaes are a foreman and fteerfman ; the one to be
always on the look out, and direct the paffage of
the veffel, and the other toattend the helm. They
alfo carry her, whenever that office is neceffary.
"The foreman has the command, and the middle-
men obey both ; the latter earn only two-thirds of
the wages which are paid the two former. Inde-
pendent of thefe a conductor or pilot is appointed
to every four or fix of thefe canoes, whom they are
all obliged to obey ; and is, or at leaft is intended
to be, a perfon of fuperior experience, for which
he is proportionably paid.

In thefe canoes, thus loaded, they embark at the
North fide of the portage, on the river Au Tourt,
which is very inconfiderable ; and after about two
miles of a Wefterly courfe, is obftructed by the Par-
tridge Portage, fix hundred paces long. In the
{pring this makes a confiderable fall, when the
water is high, over a perpendicular rock of one
hundred and twenty feet. From thence the river
continues to be thallow, and requires great care to
prevent the bottom of the canoe from being injured
by (harp rocks, for a diftance of three miles and
an half to the Prairie, or Meadow, when half the
lading is taken out, and carried by part of the crew,
while two of them are conducing the canoe among
the rocks, with the remainder, to'the Carreboeuf

K Portage,
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Portage, three miles and an half more, when they
unload and come back two miles, and embark
what was left for the other hands to carry, which
“they alfo land with the former ; all of which is car-
ried fix hundred and eighty paces, and the canoe
led up againft the rapid. From hence the water is
better calculated to carry canoes, and leads by a
winding courfe to the North of Weft three miles
to the Outard Portage, over which the canoe, and
every thing in her, is carried for two thoufand four
hundred paces. At the further end is a very high
hill to defcend, over which hangs a rock upwards
of feven hundred feet high. Then fucceeds the
Outard Lake, about fix miles long, lying in a
North-Weft courfe, and about two miles wide in
the broadeft part. After paffing a very {mall ri-
vulet, they come to the Elk Portage, over which
the canoe and lading are again carried one thou-
fand one hundred and twenty paces; when they
enter the lake of the fame name, which is an hand-
fome piece of water, running North-Weft about
four miles, and not more than one mile and an half
wide *. They then land at the Portage de Cerife,
over which, and in the face of a confiderable hill, the
canoe and cargo are again tranfported for one thou-
fand and fifty paces. This is only feparated from
the fecond Portage de Cerife, by a mud-pond

* Here is a moft excellent fithery for white fith, which are
exquifite. -

(where
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{(where there is plenty of water lilies’, of a quarter
of a mile in length ; and this is again feparated by
a fimilar pond, from the laft Portage de Cerife,
which 1s four hundred and ten paces. Here the
{fame operation is to be performed for three hun-
dred and eighty paces. They next enter on the
Mountain Lake, running North-Weft by Weft fix
miles long, and about two miles in its greateft
breadth. In the centre of this lake, and to the
right 1s the Old Road, by which I never pafled ;
but an adequate notion may be formed of it from
the road I am going to describe, and which is uni-
verfally preferred. This is firft, the {mall new
portage over which every thing is carried for
fix hundred and twenty fix paces, over hills and
gullies ; the whole is then embarked on a narrow
line of water, that meanders South-Weft about two
miles and an half. It 1s neceffary to unload here,
for the length of the canoe, and then proceed Weft
half a mile, to the new Grande Portage, which is
three thoufand one hundred paces in length, and
over very rough grournd, which requires the utmoft
exertions of the men, and frequently lames them :
from hence they approach the Rofc Lake, the port-
. age of that name being oppofite to the junction of
the road from the Mountain Lake. They then
embark on the Rofe L.ake, about one mile from
the Eaft end of it, and fteer Weft by South, in an

oblique courfe, acrofs it two miles; then Weft-
North-Weft
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North-Wett paffing the Petite Péche to the Mar-
ten Portage three miles. In this part of the lake
the bottom is mud and fhme, with about three or
four feet of water over it ; and here I frequently
ftruck a canoe pole of twelve feet long, without
meeting any other obftrution than if the whole
were water : it has, however, a peculiar fuction or
attra&tive power, fo that 1t is difficult to paddle a
canoe over it. There is a {fmall {pace along the
South fhore, where the water is deep, and this
effe@ is not felt. In proportion to°the diftance
from this part, the fution becomes more powerful :
1 have, indeed been told that loaded canoes have
been in danger of being {wallowed up , and have
only owed their prefervation to other canoes,
which were lighter. I have, myfelf, found it very
difficult to get away from this actrattive power,
with fix men, and great exertion, though we did
not appear to be in any danger of finking.

Over againft this 1s a very high, rocky ridge, on
the South fide, called Marten Portage, which is
but twenty paces long, and feparated from the
Péche Portage, which is four hundred and eighty
paces, by a mud-pond, covered with white lilies.
From hence the courfe is on the lake of the fame
name, Weft-South-Weft three miles to the height
of land, where the waters of the Dove or Pigeon
River terminate, and which is one of the fources
of the great St. Laurence in this direGtion. . Having

carried



OF THE FUR TRADE, &c. 63

carried the canoe and lading over it, fix hundred
and feventy-nine paces, they embark on the lake
of Hauteur de Terre * , which is in the fhape of an
horfe-fhoe. It is entered near the curve, and left
at the extremity of the Weftern limb, through a
very fhallow channel, where the canoe paffes half
loaded for thirty paces with the current, which con}
ducts thefe waters through the fucceeding lakes and

rivers, till they difcharge themfelves, by the river .

Nelfon, into Hudfon’s-Bay. The firft of thefe is
Lac de pierres 3 fufil, running Weft-South-Weft
feven miles long, and two wide, and, making an
angle at North-Weft one mile more, becomes a
river for half a mile, tumbling over a rock, and
forming a fall and portage, called the Efcalier, of
fifty-five paces; but from hence it is neither lake
or river, but poffefles the character of both, and

runs between large rocks, which caufe a current

or rapid, for about two miles and an half, Weft-
North-Wett, to the portage of the Cheval du Bois.
Here the canoe and contents are carried three hun-
dred and eighty paces, between rocks ; and within
a quarter of a mile is the Portage des Gros Pins,
which is fix hundred and forty paces over an high

* The route which we have been travelling hitherto, leads
along the high rocky land or bank of Lake Superior on the
left. The face of the country offers a wild fcene of huge hills
and rocks, feparated by ftony vallies, lakes, and ponds. Wher-
ever there is the leaft foil, it is well covered with trees.

ridge.
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ridge. 'The oppofite fide of it is wafhed by a fmall
lake three miles round ; and the courfe is through
the Eaft end or fide of it, three quarters of a mile
North-Eaft, where there is arapid. An irregular,
meandering channel, between rocky Lanks, then
fucceeds, for feven miles and an half, to the Mara-
boeuf Lake, which extends North four miles, and
is three quarters of a mile wide, terminating hy a
rapid and décharge, of one hundred and eighty
paces, the rock of Saginaga being in fight, which
caufes a fall of about feven feet, and a portage of
fifty-five paces.

Lake Saginaga takes its names from its nume-
rous lflands.  Its greateft length from Eaft to Weft
is about fourteen miles, with very irregular inlets,
1s no where more than three miles wide, and termi-
nates at the fmall portage of Le Rocher, of forty- -
three paces. From thence is a rocky, ftony paf-
fage of one mile, to Prairie Portage, which is very
improperly named, as there is no ground about it
that anfwers to that defcription, except a fmall
fpot at the embarking place at the Weft end :
to the Eaft is an entire bog ; and it is with great
difficulty that the lading can be landed upon
flages, formed by driving piles into the mud, and
{preading branches of trees over them. The port.
age rifes on a ftony ridge, over which the canoe
and cargo muft be carried for fix hundred and
eleven paces. This is fucceeded by an embarka-

tion
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tion on a {mall bay, where the bottom is the fame:
as has been defcribed in the Weft end of Rofe
Lake, and it 1s with great difficulty that a laden
canoe 1s worked over it, but it does not compre-
hend more than a diftance of two hundred yards.
From hence the progrefs continues through irre-
gular channels, bounded by rocks, in a Wefterly
courfe for about five miles, to the little Port-
age des Couteaux , of one hundred and fixty-
five paces, and the Lac des Couteaux, running
about South-Weft by Weft twelve miles, and
from a quarter to two miles wide. A deep bay
runs Eaft three miles from the Weft end, where it
is difcharged by a rapid river, and after running
two miles Weft, it again becomes ftill water. In
this river are two carrying-places, the one fifteen,
and the other one hundred and ninety paces. From
this to the Portage des Carpes 1s one mile North-
Weft, leaving a narrow lake on the Eaft that runs
parallel with the Lakedes Couteaux, half its length,
where there is a carrying-place, which is ufed when
the water in the river laft mentioned is too low.
The Portage des Carpes is three hundred and nine-
ty paces, from whence the water {preads irregu-
larly between rocks, five miles North-Weft and
South-Eaft to the portage of Lac Bois Blanc, which
is one hundred and eighty paces. Then follows the

lake of that name, but I think improperly {o called,
as
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as the natives name it the Lake Paffeau Minac
Sagaigan, or lake of Dry Berries.

Before the fmall pox ravaged this country, and
completed, what the Nodowafis, in their warfare,
had gone far to accomplith, the deftru&ion of its
inhabitants, the population was very numerous :
this was alfo a favourite part, where they made
their canoes, &c. the lake abounding in fith, the
country round it being plentifully fupplied with
various kinds of game, and the rocky ridges, that
form the boundaries of the water, covered with a
variety of berries.

‘When the French were in pofleflion of this
country, they had feveral trading eftablifhments on
the iflands and banks of this lake. Since that pe-
riod, the few people remaining, who were of the
Algonquin nation, could hardly find fubfiftence ;
game having become {o {carce, that they depended
principally for food upon fith, and wild rice which
grows fpontaneoutly in thefe parts.

This lake i1s irregular in its form, and its utmoft
extent from Eaft to Wett is fifteen miles ; a2 point
of land, called Point au Pin, jutting into it, divides
it in two parts : it then makes a fecond angle at
the Weit end, to the lefler Portage de Bois Blanc;
two hundred paces in length. This channel is
not wide, and i1s intercepted by feveral rapids in
the courfe of a mile : it runs Weft-North-Weft to
the Portage des Pins, over which the canoe and

lading
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; lading is again carried four hundred paces. From
| hence the channel is alfo intercepted by very dan-
gerous rapids for two miles Wefterly, to the point
of Pointe du Bois, which is two hundred and eighty
paces. Then {ucceeds the Portage of [ake
Croche one mile more, where the carrying-place is
eighty paces, and is followed by an embarkation
on that lake, which takes its name from its figure,
It extends eighteen miles, in ‘a meandering form,
and.in a wefterly diretion; it is in general very
narrow, and at about two-thirds of its length be-
comes very contracted, with a ftrong current,
Within three miles of the laft Portage is a re-
markable rock, with a finooth face, but fplit and
cracked in different parts; which hang over the
| water. Into one of its horizontal chafins a great
| number of arrows have been fhot, which 1s faid to
| have been done by a war party of the Nadowafis
or Sieux, who had done much mifchief in this
| country, and left thefe weapons as a warning to the
| Chebois or natives, that, notwithﬁanding 1ts lakes,
; rivers, and rocks, it was not inacceffible to their
| enemies. . .
‘ Lake Croche is terminated by the Portage de
| Rideau, four hundred paces long, and derives its
’ ‘name from the appearance of the water, falling
over a rock of upwards of thirty feet. Several ra-
‘ pids fucceed, with intervals of fill water, for about
three miles to the Flacon portage, which is very
difficult,
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difficult, is four hundred paces long, and leads to
the Lake of La Croix, fo named froni its fhape.
It runs about North-Weft eighteen miles to the
Beaver Dam, and then finks into a deep bay nearly
Eaft. The courfe to the Portage is Weft by North
for fixteen miles more from the Beaver Dam, and
into the Eaft bay is a road which was frequented.
by the French, and followed through lakes and
rivers until they came to Lake Superior by the
river Caminiftiquia, thirty miles Eaft of the grand
Portage.

Portage la Croix is fix hundred paces long: to
the next portage is a quarter of a mile, and its
length is forty paces ; the river winding four miles
to Vermillion Lake, which runs fix or feven miles
North-North-Weft, and by a narrow ftrait com-
municates with Lake Namaycan, which takes its
name from a particular place at the foot of a fall,
where the natives fpear fturgeon : Its courfe s
about North-North-Weft and South-South-Eatft,
with a bay running Eaft, that gives it the form of
a triangle : its length is about fixteen miles to the
Nouvelle Portage. The difcharge of the lake is
from a bay on the left, and the portage one hun-
dred and eighty paces, to which fucceeds a very
{mall river, from whence there is but a thort dil-
tance to the next Nouvelle Portage, three hun-
dred and twenty paces long. It is then neceffary

to embark on a fwamp, or overflowed country,
where



OF THE FUR TRADE; &c. 69

where wild rice grows in great abundance. There
is a channel or {mall river in the centre of this
{wamp, which is kept with difficulty, and runs
South and North one mile and a half.  With deep-
ening water, the courfe continues North-North-
Weft one mile to the Chaudiere Portage, which 1s
caufed by the difcharge of the waters running on
the left of the road from Lake Namaycan, which
ufed to be the common route, but that which I
have defcribed is the fafeft as well as fhorteft.
From hence there is fome current though the wa-
ter is wide {pread, and its courfe about North by
Weft three miles and an half to the Lac de la
Pluie, which lies nearly Eaft and Weft; from
thence about fifteen miles is a narrow ftrait that
divides the lake into two unequal parts, from
whence to its difcharge 1s a diftance of twenty-four
miles. There is a deep bay running North-Weft
on the right, that is not included, and is remark-
able for furnifhing the natives with a kind of
foft, red ftone, of which they make their pipes; it
alfo affords an excellent fithery both in the fummer
and winter ; and from it is an eafy, fafe, and thort
road to the Lake du Bois, (which I {hall mention
prefently) for the Indians to pafs in their {iall
canoes, through a {mall lake and on a {mall river
whofe banks furnifh abundance of wild rice. The
difcharge of this luke is called Lake de la Pluie

River, at whofe entrance there is a rapid, below
which
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which is a fine bay, where there had been an ex-
tenfive picketted fort and building when poffefled
by the French : the fite of it is at prefent a beautiful
meadow, furrourided with groves of oaks. From
hence there is a ftrong current for two miles, where
the water falls over a rock twenty feet, and, from
the confequent turbulence of the water, the carrying-
place, which is three hundred and twenty paces
long, derives the name of Chaudiere. Two miles
onward is the prefent trading eftablithment, fituated
on an high bank on the North fide of the river,
in 48. 37. North latitude.

Here the people from. Montreal come to meet
thofe who arrive from the Athabafca country, as
has been already defcribed, and exchange lading
with them. This is alfo the refidence of the firft,
chief, or Sachem, ofall the Algonquin tribes, inha-
biting the different parts of this country. He is by
diftin&ion called Neétam, which implies perfonal
pre-eminence. Here alfo the elders rheet in coun-
cil to tréat of peace or war.

This is one of the fineft fivers in the North-
Weft, and runs a courfe Weft and Eaft one hun-
dred and twenty computed miles ; but in taking its
courfe and diftance minutely I make it only eighty.
Tis banks are covered with a rich foil, particularly to
the North, which in many parts, are clothed with fine
open groves of oak, with the maple, the pine, and
the cedar. The Southern bank, is not fo eleva-

ted,
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ted, and difplays the maple, the white birch, and
the cedar, with the {pruce, the alder and various
underwood. Its waters abound in fith; particularly
the fturgeon, which the natives both {pear dnd take
with drag-nets. But notwithftanding the promife
of this foil, the Indians do not attend to its culti~
vation, though they are not ignorant of the com-
mon procefs, and are fond of the Indian corn, when
they can get it from us.
Though the {oil at the fort is a ftiff clay, there is
a garden, which, unaffifted as it is by manure, or
any particular attention, is tolerably productive.
We now proceed to mention the Lake du Bois,
into which this river difcharges itfelf in latitude 49:
North, and was formerly famous for the richnefs of
its banks and waters, which abounded with whatever
was neceflary to a favage life. The French had
feveral fettlements in and about it ; but it might be
almoft concluded, that fome fata! circumftance had
deftroyed the game, as war and the fmall pox hiad di-
minithed the inhabitants, it having been very un-
«productive in animals fince the Britith fubjeéts have
been engaged in trivelling through it ; though it
now appears to be recovering its priftine ftate. 'Theé
few Indians who inhabit it might live very coimfort-
ably, if they were not fo immoderately fond of
{pirituous liquors.
This lake is alfo rendered remarkable, in confe-
quence of the Americans having named it as the
{pot,
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{pot, from which a line of boundary, between them
and Britith America, was to run Weft, until it
ftruck the Mifliffippi ; which, however, can never
happen, asthe North-Weftpart of the Lakedu Bois
is inlatitude 49. 37. North, and longitude g4. 31.
Weft, and the Northernmoft branch of the fource
of the Miffiffippi is in latitude 47. 38, North, and
longitude 95. 6. Wett, afcertained by Mr. Thom-
{on, aftronomer to the North-Weft Company, who
was fent exprefsly for that purpofe in the fpring
of 1798. He, in the fame year, determined the
Northern bend of the Miffifoury to be in lati-
tude 47. 32. North, and longjtude 101. 25. Weft;
and, according to the Indian accounts, it runs to
the fouth of Weft, fo that if the Miflifoury were
even to be confidered as the Miffiffippi, no Weftern
line could firike it.

It does not appear to me to be clearly determi-
ned what courfe the Line is to take, or from what
part of Lake Superior it ftrikes through the coun-
try to the Lake du Bois : were it to follow the prin-
cipal waters to their fource, it ought tokeep through
Lake Superior to the River St. Louis, and follow
that river to its fource ; clofe to which is the {fource
of the waters falling into the river of Lake la Pluie,
which is a common route of the Indians to the
Lake du Bois : the St. Louis pafles within a thort
diftance of a branch of the Miffiffippi, where it
becomes navigable for canoes. This will appear

more
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more evident from confulting the map ; and if the
navigation of the Miffiffippi 1s confidered as of any
confequence, by this country, from that part of the
globe, fuch is the neareft way to get at it.

But to return to our narrative. The Lake du
Bois is, as far as I could learn, nearly round, and
the canoe courfe through the centre of it among &
clufter of iflands, fome of which are {o extenfive
that they may be taken for the main land. The
reduced courfe would be nearly South and North.
But following the navigating courfe, I make the
diftance feventy-five miles, though in a direct line
it would fall very fhort of that length. At about
two-thirds of it there is a fmall carrying-place,
when the water is low. The carrying-place out of
the lake is on an ifland, and named Portage du
Rat, in latitude 49. 37. North, and longitude 943.
Weft, it is about fifty paces long. The lake dif-
charges itfelf at both ends of this ifland, and forms,
‘the River Winipic, which isa large body of water,
interfperfed with numerous iflands, caufing various
channels and interruptions of portages and rapids.
In fome parts it has the appearance of lakes, with
fteady currents ; I eftimate its winding courfe to the
Dalles eight miles ; to the Grand Décharge twenty-
five miles and an half, which is a long carrying-
place for the goods; from thence to the little Dé-
charge one mile and an half ; to the Terre Jafine

Portage two miles and an half ; then to its galet fe-
venty
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venty yards ; two miles and three quarters to the
‘Terre Blanche, near which is a fall of from four to
five feet; three miles and an half to Portage de
L'Ifle, where there is a trading-poft, and, about
eleven miles, on the North fhore, a trading efta-
blilhment, which is the road, in boats, to Albany
River, and from thence to Hudfon’s Bay. There
is alfo a communication with Lake Superior,
through what is called the Nipigan country, which
enters that Lake about thirty-five leagues Eaft of
the Grande Portage. In fhort, the country is fo
brokenbylakes andrivers, that people may find their
way in canoes in any direCtion they pleafe. It is
now four miles to Portage de L’Ifle, which is but
fhort, though feveral canoes have been loft in at-
tempting to run the rapid. From thence It is
twenty-fix miles to Jacob’s Falls, which are about
fifteen feet high; and fix miles and an half to the
woody point ; forty yards from which is another
Portage. They both form an high fall, but not
perpendicular.  From thence to another galet, or
rocky Portage, is about two miles; which is one
continual rapid and cafcade ; and about two miles
further is the Chute 4 I'Efclave, which is upwards
of thirty feet. The Portage is long, through a
point covered with wood : it is fix miles and an
half more to the barrier, and ten miles to the Grand
Rapld. From thence, on the North fide, is afafe
road, when the waters are high, through {mall

rivers
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rivers and lakes, to the Lake du Bonnet, called the
Pinnawas, from the man who discovered it : to the
White River, {o called from its being, for a confi-
derable length, a fucceffion of falls and cataracs,
1s twelve miles. Here are feven portages, in fo
thort a {fpace, that the whele of them are difcerni-
ble at the fame moment. From this to Lake du
Bonnet 1s fifteen miles more, and four miles acrofs
it to the rapid. Here the Pinnawas toad joins, and
from thence it is two miles to the Galet du Lac du
Bonnet ; from this to the Galet du Bonnetone mile
and an half; thence to the Portage of the fame
name is three miles. This Portage i1s near half a
league in length, and derives its name from a cuf-
tom the Indians have of crowning ftones, laid in a
circle, on the higheft rock in the portage, with
wreaths of herbage and branches. There have
been examples of men taking feven packages of
ninety pounds each, at one end of the portage, and
putting them dewn at the other without {topping.

To this, another fimall portage immediately fuc-
ceeds, over a rock producing a fall. From thence
to the fall of Terre Blanche is two miles and an half ;
to the firft portage Des Eaux qui remuent is three
miles ; to the next, of the fame name, is but a few
yards diftant ; to the third and laft, which is a Dé-

~ charge, is three miles and an half ; and from this

to-the laft Portage of the river one mile and an

half; and to the eftablithment, or provifion houfe,

M ) Is
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is two miles and an half. Here alfo the French
had their principal inland depét, and got their ca-
noes made. _

It is here, that the prefent traders, going to great
diftances, and where provifion is difficult to procure,
reccive a fupply to carry them to the Rainy Lake,
or Lake Superior. From the eftablithment to the
entrance of Liake Winipic is four miles and an half,
latitude 50. 3%. North.

The country, foil, produée, and climate, from
Lake Superior to this place bear a general refem-
blance , with a predominance of rock and water :
the former is of the granite kind. 'Where there is
any foil it is well covered with wood, fuch as oak,
elm, afth of different kinds, maple of two kinds,
pines of various defcriptions , among which are
. what I call the cyprefs, with the hickory, iron-
wood, liard, poplar, cedar, black and white birch,
&c. &c. Vaft quantities of wild rice are feen
throughout the country, which the natives colle&t
in the month of Auguft for their winter ftores. *
To the North of fifty degrees, it is hardly known,
or at leaft does not come to maturity.

. Lake Winipic is the great refervoir of feveral
large rivers, and difcharges itfelf by the River
Nelfon into Hudfon’s Bay. The firft in rotation,

* The fruits are, ftrawberries, hurtleberries, plumbs, and
cherries, hazlenuts, goofeberries, currants, rafpberries, poi-
- res, &c.

nexe
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next to that I have juft defcribed, is the Affiniboin,
or Red River, which, at the diftance of forty miles

coaftwife, difembogues on the South-Weft fide of \

the lake Winipic. It alternately receives thofe
two denominations from its. dividing, at the dif-
tance of about thirty miles from the lake, into two
large branches. The Eaftern branch, called the
Red River, runs in a Southern direction to near
the head waters of the Mifliffippi. On this are
two trading eftablithments. The country on ei-
ther fide is but partially {upplied with wood, and
confifts of plains covered with herds of the buffalo
and the elk, efpecially on the Weftern fide. On
the Eaftern fide are lakes and rivers, and the whole

country is well wooded, level, abounding in beaver,

bears, moofe-deer, fallow-deer, &c. &c. The na-
tives, who are of the Algonquin tribe, are not very
numerous, and are confidered as the natives of Lake
Superior. This country being near the Miffiffippt,
is alfo inhabited by the Nacowafis, who are the na-
tural enemies of the former ; the head of the water
being the war-line, they are in a continual ftate of
hoftility ; and though the Algonquins are equally
brave , the others generally out-number them ; it
is very probable, therefore, that if the latter continue
to venture out of the woods, which form their only
proteftion, they will foon be extirpated. There is
not, perhaps, a finer country in the world for the
refidence of uncivilifed man, than that which occu-

M 2 pies
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pies the fpace between this river and Lake Superior.
It abounds in every thing neceffary to the wants
and comforts of {uch a people.  Fith, venifon, and
fowl, with wild rice, are 1n great plenty ; while, at
the fame time, their fubfiftence requires that bodily
excrcife {o neceffary to health and vigour.

This great extent of country was formerly very

populous, but from the information I received, the
- aggregate of its inhabitants does not exceed three
hundred warriors ; and, among the few whom I
faw, it appeared to me that the widows were more
numerous than the men. The rackoon is a native
of this country, but is feldom found to the North-
ward of it

The other branch is called after the tribe of the
Nadawafis, who here go by the name of Affini-
boins, and are the principal inhabitants of it. It
runs from the North-North-Weft, and, in the la-
titude of 51. Weft, and longitude 103%. rifing in
the fame mountains as the river Dauphin, of which
I thall fpeak in due order. They muft have fepa-
rated from their nation at a time beyond our know-
ledge, and live inpeace with the Algonquins and
Knifteneaux.

‘The country between this and the Red River,
is almoft'a continual plain to the Miffifoury. The
foil is fand and gravel, with a flight intermixture
of earth, and produces a fhort grafs. Trees arc
very rare ; nor are there on the banks of the river

{ufficient,
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fufficient, except in particular {pots, to build houfes
and fupply fire-wood for the trading eftablifhments,
of which there are four principal ones.  Both thefe
rivers are navigable for canoes to their fource, with-
out a fall ; though in fome parts there are rapids,
caufed by occafional beds of lime-ftone, and gravel ;
but in general they have a fandy bottom.

The Affiniboins, and fome of the Fall, or Bxg-
bellied Indians, are the principal inhabitants of this
country, and border on the river, occupying the
centre part of it; that next Lake Winipic, and
about its fource, being the ftation of the Algon-
quins and Knifteneaux, who have chofen it in pre-
fercnce to their own country. They do not exceed
five hundred families. They are not beaver hun-
ters, which accounts for their allowing the divifion
juft mentioned, as the lower and upper parts of
this river have thofe animals, which are not found
in the intermediate diftri¢&. They confine them-
felves to hunting the buffalo, and trapping wolves,
which cover the country. 'What they do not want
of the former for raiment and food, they fometimes
make into pemmican, or pounded meat, while they
melt the fat, and prepare the fkins in their hair, for
winter. 'The wolves they never eat, but produce
a tallow from their fat, and prepare their fkins ; all

- which they bring to exchange for arms and ammu-
nition, rum, tobacco, knives, and various baubles,

with thofe who go to traffic in their country.
The
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The Algonquins, and the Knifteneaux, on the
contrary, attend to the fur-hunting, fo that they
acquire the additional articles of cloth, blankets,
&ec. but their paffion for rum often puts it out of
their power to fupply themfelves with real necef-
faries.

The next river of magnitude is the river Day-
phin, which empties itfelf at the head of St. Mar-
tin’s Bay, on the Weft fide of the Lake Winipic,
latitude nearly 52. 15. North, taking its {ource in
the fame mountains as the laft-mentioned- river, as
well as the Swan and Red-Deer River, the latter
paffing through the lake of the fame name, as well
as the former, and both continuing their courfe
through the Manitoba Lake, which, from thence,
rans paraliel with Lake Winipic, to within nine
miles of the Red River, and by what is called the
river Dauphin, difembogues its waters, as already
defcribed, into that Lake. Thefe rivers are very
1apid, and interrupted by falls, &c. the bed being
generaliy rocky.  All this country, to- the South
branch of the Safkétchiwine, abounds in beaver,
moofe-deer, fallow-deer, elks, bears, buffalos, &c.
The foil is good, and wherever any attempts have
been made to raife the efculent plants, &c. it has
been found produétive.

On thefe waters are three principal forts for trade,
Fort Dauphin, which was eftablifhed by the French
before the conqueft.  Red-Deer River, and Swan-

River



OF THE FUR TRADEL, &c. 81

River Forts, with occafional detached pofts from
thefe. 'The inhabitants are the Knifteneaux, from
the North of Lake Winipic; and Algonquins from
the country between the Red River and Lake Sa-
perior ; and fome from the Rainy Lake : but as
they are not fixed inhabitants, their number cannot
be determined : they do not, however, at any time
exceed two hundred warriors. In general they are
good hunters. There is no other confiderable

river except the Safkatchiwine, which I fhall men-

tion prefently, that empties itfelf into the Lake
Winipic.

Thofe on the North fide are inconfiderable,
owing to the comparative vicinity of the high land
that feparates the waters coming this way, from
thofe difcharging into Hudfon’s bay.  The courfe
of the lake is about Weft-North-Weft, and
South-South-Eaft, and the Eaft end of it is in 0.
37. North. It contras at about a quarter of its
length to a ftrait, in latitude 51, 43. and is nomore
than two miles broad, where the South fhore is
gained through iflands, and croffing various bays to
the difcharge of the Safkatchiwine, in latitude 53.
15. This lake, in common with thofe of this
country, is bounded on the North with banks
of black and grey rock, and on the South by a low,
level country, occafionally interrupted with a ridge
or bank of lime-ftones, lying in ftratas, and rlﬁng
to the perpendicular height of from twenty to forty

feet ;
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feet; thefe are covered with a fmall quantity of
earth, forming a level furface, which bears timber,
but of a moderate growth, and declines to a fwamp.
Where the banks are low, it is evident in many
places thatthe watersare withdrawn, and never rife to
thofe heights which were formerly wathed by them.

The inhabitants who are found along this lake,
are of the Knifteneaux and Algonquin tribes, and
butfew in number, though game is not {carce, and
there is fith in great abundance. The black bafs
is found there, and no further Weft ; and beyond
it no maple trees are feen, either hard or foft.

On entering the Safkatchiwine, in the courfe of
a few miles, the great rapid interrupts the paflage.
It is about three miles long.  Through the great-
eft part of it the canoe is towed, half or full laden,
according to the ftate of the waters : the canoe and
1ts contents are then carried one thoufand one hun-
dred paces. The channel here is near a mile
wide, the waters tumbling over ridges of rocks
that traverfe the river. The fouth bank Is very
high, rifing upwards of fifty feet, of the fame rock
as feen on the South fide of the I.ake Winipic,
and the North is not more than a third of that
height. There is an excellent fturgeon-fithery
at the foot of this cafcade, and vaft numbers
of pelicans, cormorants, &c. frequent it, where
they watch to feize the fifh that may be Kkilled
or difabled by the force of the waters, -

About
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About two miles from this Portage the na-
vigation is again interrupted by the Portage of
the Rocher Rouge, which is an hundred yards
long; and a mile and half from thence the river
is barred by a range of iflands, forming rapids be-
tween them ; and through thefe it is the fame dif-
tance to the rapid of Lake Travers, which is four
miles right -acrofs, and eight miles in length.
Then fucceeds the Grande Décharge, and feveral
rapids, for four miles to the Cedar Lake, which
is entered through a fmall channel on the left, for-
med by an ifland, as going round it would occafion
lofs of time. In this diftance banks of rocks
( fuch as have already been defcribed ), appear at
intervals on either fide ; the reft of the country is
low. This is the cafe along the South bank of the
lake and the iflands, while the North fide, which is
very uncommon, is level throughout. This lake
runs firt Weft four miles, then as much more
Weft-South- Weft, acrofs a deep bay on the right,
then fix miles to the Point de Lievre, and acrofs
another bay again on the right ; then North-Weft
eight miles, acrofs a-fill deeper bay on the right ;
and feven miles parallel with the North coaft,
North-North-Weft through iflands, five miles more
to Fort Bourbon *, fituated on a {mall ifland, di-
viding this from Mud-Lake.

~ % This was alfo a principal poft of the French, who gave it
its name. =
N The
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The Cedar Lake is from four to twelve miles
wide, exclufive of the bays. Its banks are co-
vered with wood, and abound in game, and its
wateis produce plenty of fith, particularly the ftur-
geon. ‘The Mud-Lake, and the neighbourhood
of the Fort Bourbon, abound with geefe, ducks,
fwans, &c. and was formerly remarkable for a
vaft number of martens, of which it cannot now
boaft but a very {fmall proportion.

The Mud-Lake muft have formerly been a
part of the Cedar Lake, but the immenfe quan-
tity of earth and fand, brought down by the Safkat-
chiwine, has filled up this part of it for a circum-
ference whofe diameter is at leaft fifteen or twenty
miles : part of which fpace is ftill covered with a
few feet of water, but the greateft proportion is
fhaded with large trees, fuch as the lard, the
fwamp-ath, and the willow. This land confifts
of many iflands, which confequently form various
channels, feveral of which are occafionally dry, and
bearing young wood. It is, indeed, -more than
probable thar this river will, in the courfe of time,
convert the whole of the Cedar Lake into a foreft.
To the North-Weft the cedar is not to be found.

From this lake the Safkatchiwine may be con-
fidered .as navigable to near its {ources in the rocky

mountains, for canoes, and without a carrying-
place, making a great bend to Cumberland Houfe,

an Sturgeon Lake. From the confluence of its
North
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North and South branches its courfe is Wefterly ;
{preading itfelf, it receives feveral tributary ftreams,
and encompafles a large track of country, which
is level, particularly along the South branch, but
is little known. Beaver, and other animals, whofe
furs are valuable, are amongft the inhabitants of
the North-Weft branch, and the plains are covered
with buffalos, wolves, and fmall foxes ; particularly
about the South branch, which, however, has of
late claimed fome attention, asitis now underftood,
that -where the plains terminate towards the rock}
mountain, there is a {pace of hilly country clothed
with wood, and inhabited alfo by animals of the
fur kind. This has been aGtually determined to
be the cafe towards the head of the North branch,
where the trade has been carried to about the la-
titude 54. North, and longjtude 1143. Weft. The
bed and banks of the latter, in fome few places,
difcover a ftratum of free-ftone ; but, in general,
they are compofed of earth and fand. The plains
are fand and gravel, covered with fine grafs, and
mixed with a fmall quantity of vegetable earth.
This is particularly observable along the North
branch, the Weft fide of which is covered with
wood.

There are on this river five principal factories
for the convenience of trade withthe natives. Nc-
pawi Houfe, South-branch Houfe, Fort-George

Houfe, Fort-Auguftus Houfe, and Upper LEfta-
N 2 blilhment.
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blithment. There have been many others, which,
from various caufes, have been changed for thefe,
while there are occafionally others dependmg on
each of them.

The inhabitants, from the information I could
obtain, are as follow :

At Nepawi, and South-Branch Houfe, about
thirty tents of Kniffeneaux, or ninety warriors ; and
fixty tents of Stone-Indians, or Affiniboins, who
are their neighbours, and are equal to two hundred
fhen : their hunting ground extends upwards to
about the Eagle Hills. Next to them are thofe
who trade at Forts George and Auguftus, and are
about eighty tents or upwards of Knifteneaux : on
either fide of the river, their number may be two
hundred. In the fame country are one hundred
and forty tents of Stone-Indians ; not quite half of
them inhabit the Weft woody country ; the others
never leave the plains, and their numbers cannot be
lefs than four hundred and fifty men. At the
Southern Head-waters of the North branch dwells
a tribe called Sarfees, confifting of about thirty-five
tents, or one hundred and twenty men. Oppofite
to thole Eaftward, on the head-waters of the South
- Branch, are the Picaneaux, to the number of from
twelve to fifteen hundred men. Next to them, on
the fame water, are the Blood-Indians, of the fame
nation as the laft, to the number of about fifty
tents, or two hundred and fifty men. From them

downwards
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downwards extend the Black-Feet Indians, of the
fame nation as the two laft tribes : their number
may be eight hundred men. Next to them, and
who extend to the confluence of the South and
North branch, are the Fall, or Big-bellied Indians,
who may amount to about fix hundred war-
riors.

Of all thefe different tribes, thofe who inhabit
the broken country on the North-Weft fide, and
the fource of the North branch, are beaver hunters;
the others deal in provifions, wolf, buffalo, and fox
fkins ; and many people on the South branch
do not trouble themfelves to come near the trading
_eftablifhments. Thofe who do, choofe fuch efta-
blithments as are next to their country. The
Stone-Indians here, are the fame people as the
Stone-Indians, or Affiniboins, who inhabit the river
of that name already defcribed, and both are de-
tached tribes from the Nadawafis, who inhabit the
Weftern fide of the Miffiffippi, and lower part of
the Miffifoury. The Fall, or Big-bellied Indians,
are from the South-Eaft ward alfo, and of a people
who inhabit the plains from the North bend of the
laft mentioned river, latitude 47. 32. North, lon-
gitude 101. 25. Weft, to the South bend of the
Affiniboin River, to the number of feven hundred
men. Some of them occafionally come to the latter
river to exchange drefled buffalo robes, and bad

wolf-fkins for articles of no great value.
The
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The Picaneaux, Black -F eet, and Blood-Indians,
are a diftin& people, fpeak a language of their own,
and, I have reafon to think, are travelling North-
Weftward, as well as the others juft mentioned :
nor have I heard of any Indians with whofe lan-
guage, that which they fpeak has any affinity.
They are the people who deal in horfes and take
them upon the war-parties towards Mexico ; from
which, it is evident, that the country to the South-
Eaft of them, confifts of plains, as thofe animals
could not well be conduced through an hilly and
woody country, interfeted by waters.

The Sarfees, who are but few in number, ap-
pear from their language, to come on the contrary
from the North-Weftward, and are of the fame
people as the Rocky-Mountain Indians defcribed in
my fecond journal, who are a tribe of the Chepe-
wyans; and, as for the Knifteneaux, there is no
quettion of their having been, and continuing to
be, invaders of this country, from the Eaftward.
Formerly, they ftruck terror into all the other tribes
whom they met ; but now they have loft the refpe&
that was paid them ; as thofe whom they formerly
confidered as barbarians, are now their allies, and
confequently become better acquainted with them,
and have acquired the ufe of fire-arms. The
former are ftill proud without power, and affe to
confider the others as their inferiors : thofe confe-
quently arc extremely jealous of them, and, de-

pending
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pending upon their own fuperiority in numbers,
will not fubmit tamely to their infults ; fo that the
confequences often prove fatal, and the Knifteneaux
are thereby decreafing both in power and number :
fpirituous liquors alfo tend to their diminution, as
they are inftigated thereby to engage in quarrels
which frequently have the moft difaftrous termi-
nation among themfelves.

The Stone-Indians muft not be confidered in
the fame point of view refpeting the Knifteneaux,
for they have been generally obliged, from various
caufes, to court their alliance. They, however,
are not without their difagreements, and it is fome-
times very difficult to compofe their differences.
Thefe quarrels occafionally take place with the
traders, and fometimes have a tragical conclufion.
They generally originate in confequence of ftealing
women and horfes : they have great numbers of the
latter throughout their plains, which are brought,
as has been obferved, from the Spanifh fettlements
in Mexico; and many of them have been feen
even in the back parts of this country, branded with
the initials of their original owners names. Thofe
horfes are diftin@ly employed as beafts of burden,
and to chafe the buffalo. The former are not con-
{idered as being of much value, as they may be pur-
chafed for a gun, which cofts no more than twenty-
one fhillings in Great-Britain. Many of the hun-

ters cannot be purchafed with ten, the comparative
value,
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value of which exceeds the property of any native.

Of thefe ufeful animals no care whatever is taken,
as when they are no longer employed, they are
turned loofe winter and fummer to provide for
themfelves. Here, it is to be obferved, that the
country, in general, on the Weft and North fide
of this great river, is broken by the lakes and rivers
with fmall intervening plains, where the foil is
good, and the grafs grows to fome length. To
thefe the male buffalos refort for the winter, and if
it be very fevere, the females alfo are obliged to
leave the plains.

But to return to the route by which the progrefs
Weft and North is made through this continent.

We leaVe the Safkatchiwine * by entering the
river which ‘forms the difcharge of the Sturgeon
Lake, on whofe Eaft bank is fituated Cumberland
houfe; in latitude 53. 56. North, longitude 102.
15. Thediftance between the entrance and Cum-
berland houfe is eftimated at twenty miles. It is
very evident that the mud which is catried down
by the Safkatchiwine River, has formed the land
that lies between it and the lake, for the diftance

* It may be proper to obferve, that the French had two
fettlements upon the Safkatchiwine, long before, and at the
conqueft of Canada ; the firft at the Pafquia, near Carrot River,
and the othér at Nipawi, were they had agricultural inftru-
ments and wheel carriages, marks of both being found about
thofe eftablifhments, where the {oil is excellent.

of
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of upwards of twenty miles in the line of the river,
which 1s inundated during one half of the fummer,
though covered with wood. This lake forms an
irregular horfe-fhoe, one fide of which runs to the
North-Weft, and bears the name of Pine-Ifland
Lake, and the other known by the name already
mentioned, runs to the Eaft of North, and is the
largeft : its length is about twenty-feven miles, and
its greateft breadth about fix miles. The North
fide of the latter is the fame kind of rock as that
defcribed in Lake Winipic, on the Weft fhore.
In latitude 54. 16. North, the Sturgeon - Weir
River difcharges itfelf into this lake, and irs bed
appears to be of the fame kind of rock, and is al-
moft a continual rapid. Its direct courfe is about
Weft by North, and with its windings, is about
thirty miles. . It takes its waters into the Beaver
Lake, the South-Weft fide of which confifts'of the
fame rock lying in thin ftratas : the route then
proceeds from ifland to ifland for about twelve
miles, and along the North thore, for four miles
more, the whole” being a North-Weft courfe to
the entrance of a river, in latitude 54. 32, North,
‘The lake, for this diftance, is about four or five
miles wide, and abounds with fith common to the
country. The part of it upon the right of that
which has been defcribed, appears more confide-
rable. ‘The iflands are rocky, and the lake itfelf
furrounded by rocks. The communication from

' 0 ~ hence
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hence to the Bouleau L.ake, alternately narrows
into rivers and fpreads into fmall lakes. The in-
terruptions are, the Pente Portage, which is fuc-
ceeded by the Grand Rapid, where there is a Dé- -
charge, the Carp Portage, the Bouleau Portage n
latitude 54. 50. North, including a diftance, to-
gether with the windings, of thirty-four miles, in
a Wefterly dire&tion. The lake de Bouleau then
follows. ‘This lake might with greater propriety,
be denominated a canal, as it is not more than a
mile in breadth. Its courfe is rather to the Eaft
of North for twelve miles to Portage de I'Ifle..
From thence there is ftill water to Portage d’Epi-
_ nettes, except an adjoining rapid. The diftance is
not more than four miles Wefterly. After croffing
this Portage, it is not more than two miles to Lake
Miron, which is in latitude 55. 7. North. Its
length is about twelve miles, and its breadth irre-
gular, from two to ten miles. It is only feparated
from Lake du Chitique, or Pelican Lake, by a
fhort, narrow, and {mall ftrait. That lake 1s not
more than feven miles long, and its courfe about
North-Weft. The Lake des Bois then fucceeds,
the paffage to which is through fmall lakes, fepa-
rated by fallsand rapids. The firft is a Décharge :
then follow the three galets, in immediate fuccef-
fion. From hence Lake des Bois runs about twen-
ty one miles. Its courfe is South-South-Eaft, and
North-North-Weft, and is full of iflands. The

paflage
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paffage continues through an intricate, Narrow,
winding, and fhallow channel foreight miles. The
interruptions in this diftance are frequent, but de-
pend much on the ftate of the waters. Having
patled them, it is neceflary to crofs the Portage
de Traite, or, as it is called by the Indians, Athi-
quifipichigan Ouinigam, or the Portage of the
Stretched Frog. Skin, to the Miffinipi. The waters
already defcribed difcharge themfelves into Lake
Winipic, and augment thofe of the river Nelfon.
Thefe which we are now entering are called the
Miffinipi, or great Churchill River.

All the country to the South eaft of this; within
the line of the progrefs that has been defcribed, is
interperfed by lakes, hills, and rivers, and is full
of animals, of the fur-kind, as well as the moofe-
deer. Its inhabitants are the Knifteneaux Indians,
who are called by the fervants of the Hudfon’s-
Bay Company, at York, their home-guards.

The traders from Canada fucceeded for feveral
years in getting the largeft proportion of their
furs, till the year 1793, when the fervants of that
company thought proper to fend people amongft
them, ( and why they did not do it before is beft
known to themfelves ), for the purpofe of trade,
and fecuring their credits, which the Indians were
apt to forget. From the fhort diftance “they had
to come, and the quantity of goods they fupplied,
the trade has, in a great meafure, reverted to them,

O =2 as
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as the merchants from Canada could not meet
them upon equal terms. What added to the lofs
of the latter, was the murder of one of their tra-
ders, by the Indians, about this period. Of thefe
people not above eighty men have been known to
the traders from Canada, but they confift of a
much greater number.

The Portage de Traite, as has been already hint-
ed, received its name from Mr. Jofeph Frobifh-
er, who penetrated into this part of the country
from Canada, as early as the years 1 774 and 1775,
where he met with the Indians in the {pring, on
their way to Churchill, according to annual cuf
tom, with their canoes full of valuable furs. They
traded with him for as many of them as his ca-
noes could carry; and in confequence of this tranf
attion, the Portage received and has fince retain-
ed its prefent appellation. He alfo denominated
thefe waters the Englith River. The Miffinipi, is
the name which it received from the Knifteneaux,
when they firft came to this country, and either
deftroyed or drove back the natives, whom they
held in great contempt, on many accounts, but
particularly for their ignorance in hunting the
beaver, as well as in preparing, ftretching, and
drying the fkins of thofe animals. And as a fign
of their derifion, they ftretched the fkin of a frog
and hung it up at the Portage. 'This was, at that
time, the utmoft extent of their conqueft or warfa-

ring-progrefs
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ring-progrefs Weft, and is in latitude 55 25.
North, and longitude 1033. Weft. The river
here, which bears the appearance of a lake, takes
its name from the Portage, and is full of iflands.
It runs from Eaft to Weft about fixten miles, and
is from four to five miles broad. Then fucceded
falls and cafcades which form what is called the
grand rapid. From thence there is a {ucceffion
of fmall lakes and rivers, interrupted by rapids and
falls, viz, the Portage de Barecl, the Portage
de L’Ifle, and that of the Rapid River. The
courfe is twenty miles from Eaft-South-Eaft to
North - North - Weft. The Rapid-River Lake
then runs Weft five miles, and is of an oval form.
The rapid river is the difcharge of Lake la Rouge,
where there has been an eftablithment for trade
from the year 1782. Since the fmall pox ravaged
thefe parts, there have been but few inhabitants ;
thefe are of the Knifteneaux tribe, and de notex-
ceed thirty men. 'The dire¢t navigation continues
to be through rivers and canals, interrupted by
rapids ; and the diftance to the firft Décharge 15
four miles, in a Wefterly direGtion. Then fol-
lows Lake de la Montagne, which runs South-
South-Weft three miles and an half, then North
fix miles, through narrow channels, formed by if-
lands, and continues North-North-Weft five miles,

to the portage of the fame name, which is no foon-

er croffed, than another appears in fight, leading
to
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to the Otter Lake, from whence it is nine miles
Wetterly to the Outer Portage, in latitude 55. 39.
Between this and the Portage du Diable, are fe-
veral rapids, and the (iftance three miles and an
half. Then fucceeds the lake of the fame name,
running from South-Eaft to North-Weft, five
miles, and Weft four milesand an haif. There is
then a fucceflion of {mall lakes, rapids, and falls,
producing the Portage des Ecors, Portage du Ga-
let, and Portage des Morts, the whole compre-
hending a diftance of fix miles, to the lake of
the latter name. On the left fide is a point co-
vered with human bones, the relics of the {mall
pox ; which circumftance gave the Portage and
the lake this melancholy denomination. Its courfe
1s South-Weft fifteen miles, while its breadth does
not exceed three miles. From thence a rapid river
leads to Portage de Hallier, which is followed by
Lake de L’Ifle d’Ours : it is, however, improperly
called a lake, as it contains frequent impediments
amongft its iflands, from rapids. There is a very
dangerous one about the centre of it, which is
named the rapid qui ne parle point, or that never
{peaks, from its filent whirlpool-motion. In fome
of the whirlpools the fuction is fo powerful, that
they are carefully avoided. At fome diftance from
the filent rapid, is a narrow ftrait, where the In-
dians have painted red figures on the face of arock,
and where it was their cuftom formerly to make

an
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-an offering of fome of the articles which they had
with them, in their way to and from Churchill.
The courfe in this lake, which is very meandering,
may be eftimated at thirty-eight miles, and is termi-
nated by the Portage du Canot Tourner, from the
danger to which thofe are fubject who venture to
run this rapid. From thence a river of one mile
and an half North-Weft courfe leads to the Por-
tage de Bouleau, and in about half a mile to Por-
tage des Epingles, {o called from the (harpnefs of
its ftones. 'Then follows the Lake des Souris, the
direion acrofs which is amongft iflands, North-
Weft by Weft fix miles. In this traverfe is an if-
land, which is remarkable for a very large ftone,
in the form of a bear, on which the natives have
painted the head and fnout of that animal ; and
here they alfo were formerly accuftomed to offer
{acrifices. 'This lake is feparated only by a nar-
row ftrait from the Lake du Serpent, which runs
North.North-Weft feven miles, to a narrow chan-
nel, that conneés it with another lake, bearing
the fame name, and running the fame courfe for
eleven miles, when the rapid of the fame denomi-
nation is entered on the Weft fide of the lake.
It is to be remarked here, that for about three or
four miles on the North-Weft fide of this lake,
there is an high bank of clay and fand, clothed
with cyprefs trees, a circumftance which is not ob-
{ervable on any lakes hitherto mentioned, as they

are
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are bounded, particularly on the North, by black
and grey rocks. It may alfo be confidered as a
moft extraordinary circumftance that the Che-
pewyans go North-Weft from hence to the bar-
ren grounds, which are their own country, with-
out the affiftance of canoes; as it is well known
that in every other part which has been defcribed,
from Cumberland Houfe, the country is broken
on either fide of the diretion to a great extent :
fo that a traveller could not go at right angles
with any of the waters already mentioned, without
meeting with others in every eight or ten miles.
This will alfo be found to be very much the cafe
in proceeding to Portage la Loche.

The laft mentioned rapid is upwards of three
miles long, North-Weft by Weft ; there 1s, how-
ever, no carrying, as the line and poles are fuf-
ficient to drag up the canoe againft the current.
Lake Croche is then croffed in a Wefterly direc-
tion of fix miles, though its whole length may be
twice that diftance ; after which it contraéts to
a river that runs Wefterly for ten miles, when it
forms a bend, which is left to the South, and en-
tering a proportion of its waters called the Graf
River, whofe meandering courfe is about fix miles,

but in a direé line not more than half that
length, where it receives its waters from the great
river, which then runs Wefterly eleven miles be-
fore it forms the Knee Lake, whofe dire@ion is

to
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 to the North of Weft. It is full of iflands for
eighteen miles, and its greateft apparent breadth
-1t not more than five miles. The Portage of the
_ fame name is feveral hundred yards long, and
over large ftones. Its latitude is 55. Jo. and lon- |
gitude 106. %0. Two miles further North is the
commencement of the Croche Rapid, which is a
fucceffion of cafcades for about three miles, ma-
king abend due South to the Lake du Primeau,
whofe courfe is various, and through iflands, to
the diftance of about fifteen miles. The banks
of this lake are low, ftony, and marthy, whofe
grafs and ruthes afford fheiter and food to great
numbers of wild fowl. At its Weftern extremity
is Portage la Puife, from whence the river takes
a meandering courfe, widening and contratting at
intervals, and is much interrupted by rapids.
After a Wefterly courfe of twenty miles, it reaches
Portage Pellet. From hence, in the courfe of
feven miles, are three rapids, to which fucceeds
the Shagoina Liake, which may be eighteen miles
in circumference. Then Shagoina ftrait and ra-
pid leads into the Lake of Ifle a la Crofle, in
which the courfe is South twenty miles, and South-
South-Weft fourteen miles, to the Point au Sable;
oppofite to which is the difcharge of the Beaver-
River, bearing South fix miles ; the lake in the dif-
tance run, does not exceed twelve miles in its
greateft breadth. It now turns Weft-South- Wett,
P the
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the ifle 2 la Croiféee being on the South, and the
main land on the North ; and it clears the one and
the other in the diftance of three miles, the water
prefenting an open horizon to right and left : that
on the left formed by a deep narrow bay, about

. ten leagues in depth; and that to the right by

what is called la Riviere Creufe, or Deep River,
being a canal of ftill water, which is here four
miles wide. On following the laft courfe, Ifle 4
la Crofle Fort appears on a low ifthmus, at the
diftance of five miles, and is in latitude 55. 25.
North, and longitude 107. 48. Weft.

This lake and fort take their names from the
ifland juft mentioned, which, as has been already
obferved, received it denomination from the game
of the crofs, which forms a principal amufement
among the natives.

The fituation of this lake, the abundance of the
fineft fifh in the world to be found in its waters,

the richnefs of furrounding banks and forefts, in

moofe and fallow deer, with the vaft numbers of
the {maller tribes of animals, whole fkins are pre-
cious, and the numerous flocks of wild fowl that
frequent it in- the fpring and fall, make it a moft
defirable {pot for the conftant refidence of fome,

¢ and the occafional rendezvous of others of the in-

habitants of the country, particularly of the Knif-

{eneaux.
Who the original people were that were driven
from
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from it, when conquered by the Knifteneaux is
not now known, as not a fingle veftige remains of
them. The latter, and the Chepewyans, are the
only people that have been known here; and it is
evident that the laft-mentioned confider themf{elves
as ftrangers, and feldom remain longer than three
or four years, without vifiting their relations and
friends in the barren grounds, which they term
their native country. They were for fometime
treated by the Knifteneaux as enemies; who now
allow them to hunt to the North of the track
which has been defcribed, from Fort du Traite
upwards, but when the occafionally meet them,
they infift on contributions, and frequently punifh
refiftance with their arms.  This is fometimes done
at the forts, or places of trade, but then it appears
to bea voluntary gift. A treat of rum is expected
on the occafion, which the Chepewyans on no other
account ever purchafe ; and thofe only who have
had frequent intercourfe with the Knifteneaux

have any inclination to drink it. .
When the Europeans firft penetrated into this
country, in 1777, the people of both tribes were
numerous, but the fmall pox was fatal to them all,
fo tiiai there does not exift of the one, at prefent,
more than forty refident families; and the other
has been from about thirty to two hundred families.
Thefe numbers are applicable to the conftant and
lefs ambitious inhabitants, who are fatisfied with
P2 ~ the
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ihe quiet pofleffion of a country affording, without
vk or much trouble, every thing neceflary to
sheir comfort ; for fince traders have {pread them-
feives over it, it is no more the rendezvous of
the errant Knifteneaux, part of whom ufed an-
nually to return thither from the country of the -
Beaver River, which they had explored to its fource
in their war and hunting excurfions and as far as
the Safkatchiwine, where they fometimes met peo-
ple of their own nation, who had profecuted fi-
milar conquefts up that river. In that country
they found abundance of fith and animals, fuch
as have been already defcribed, with the addition
of the Buffalos, who range in the partial patches
of meadow fcattered along the rivers and lakes.
- Fromi thence they returned in the fpring to the
friends whom they had left; and, at the fame time
met with others who had penetrated, with the fame
defigns, into the Athabafca country, which will be
defcribed hereafter.

The {pring was the period of this joyful meet-
ing, when their time was occupied in feafting,
dancing, and other paftimes, which were occafion-
ally fufpended for facrifice, and religious folem-
nity : while the narratives of their travels, and the
hiftory of their wars, amufed and animated the
feftival. The time of rejoicing was but fhort, and
was foon interrupted by the neceflary preparations
for their annual journey to Churchill, to exchange

their
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their furs for fuch European articles as were now be-
come neceffary to them. The fhortnefs of the fea-
fons, and the great length of their way requiring the
utmoft difpatch, the moft active men of the tribe,
with their youngeft women, and a few of their chil-
dren undertook the voyage, under the diretion of
fome of their chiefs, following the waters already
defcribed, to their difcharge at Churchill Faltory,
which are called, as has already been obferved, the
Miffinipi, or Great Waters. There they remained
no longer than was fufficient to barter their com-
modities, with a fupernumerary day or two to gra-
tify themfelves with the indulgence of {pirituous
liquors.” At the fame time the inconfiderable
quantity they could purchafe to carry away with
them, for a regale with their friends, was: held fa-
cred, and referved to heighten the enjoyment of
their return home, when the amufements, feftivity,
and religious folemnities of the fpring were repeated.
The ufual time appropriated to thefe convivialities
being completed, they feparated, to purfue their
different objects ; and if they were determined to
go to war, they made the neceffary arrangements
for their future operations.
But we mufl now renew the progrefs of the route.
It is not more than two miles from Ifle a la Crofle
Fort, to a point of land which forms a cheek of
that part of the lake called the Riviere Creufe, which
preferves the breadth already mentioned for up-
wards
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wards of twenty miles ; then contra@s to about two,
for the diftance of ten miles more, when it opens’
to Lake Clear, which is very wide, and commands
an open horizon, keeping the Weft fhore for fix
miles. The whole of the diftance mentioned is
about North-Weft, when, by a narrow, crooked
channel, turning to the South of Weft, the entry is
made into Lake du Beeuf, which is contracted
near the middle, by a proje&ting fandy point ; in-
dependent of which it may be defcribed as from
fix to twelve miles in breadth, thirty-fix miles long,
and in a North-Weft diretion. At the North-
Weft end, in latitude 56. 8. it receives the wa-
ters of the river la Loche, which, in the fall of the
year, is very fhallow, and navigated with difficulty
even by half-laden canoes. Its water is not fuffi-
cient to from ftrong rapids, though from its rocky
bottom the canoes are frequently in confiderable
danger. Including its meanders, the courfe of this
river may be computed at twenty-four miles, and
receives its firft waters from the lake of the fame
name, which is about twenty miles long, and fix
wide ; into which a fmall river flows, {ufficient to
bear loaded canoes, for about a mile and an half,
where the navigation ceafes; and the canoes, with
their lading, are carried over the Portage la Loche

for thirteen miles.
This portage is the ridge that divides the waters
which difcharge themfelves into Hudfon’s Bay, from
thofe
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thofe that flow into the Northern ocean, and is in
the latitude 6. 20. and longitude 109. 15. Welt.
It runs South Weft until it lofes its local height
between the Safkatchiwine and Elk Rivers; clofe
onthe bank of the former, in latitude 53. 36. North,
and longitude 113. 45. Weft, it may be traced in -
an Eafterly direction toward latitude 58. 12. North,
and longitude 103%. Weft, when it appears to take
its courfe due North, and may probably reach the
Frozen Seas.

From Lake le Souris, the banks of the rivers and
lakes difplay a {fmaller portion of folid rock. The
land is low and ftony, intermixed with a light,
fandy foil, and clothed with wood. That of the
Beaver River is of a more preductive quality : but
no part of it has ever been cultivated by the na-
tives or Europeans, except a fmall gardenattheIfle
3 la Croffe, which well repaid the labour beftowed
upon it. ' -

The Portage 1a Loche is of a level furface, in
fome parts abounding with ftones, but in general
it is an entire fand, and covered with the cyprefs,
the pine, the fpruce fir, and other trees natural to
its foill. Within three miles of the North-Weft
termination, there is a fmall round lake, whofe dia-
meter does not exceed a mile, and which affords a
trifling refpite to the labour of carrying. Within
a mile of the termination of the Portage is a very
Qeep precipice, whofe afcent and defcent appears

to
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to be equally impra&icable in any way, as it con-
fifts of a fucceffion of eight hills, fome of which are
almoft perpendicular ; neverthelefs, the Canadians
contrive to furmount all thefe difficulties, even with

their canoes and lading.

This precipice, which rifes upwards of a thou-
fand feet above the plain beneath it, commands a
moft extenfive, romantic, and ravithing profpet.
From thence the eye looks down on the courfe of
the little river, by fome called the Swan river, and
by others, the Clear-Water and Pelican river, beau-
tifully meandering for upwards of thirty miles.
"The valley, which is at once refrethed and adorned
by it, is about three miles in breadth, and is con-
fined by two lofty ridges of equal height, difplaying
a moft delightful intermixture of wood and lawn,
and ftretching on till the blue mift obfcures the
profpe&t. Some-parts of the inclining heights are
covered with ftately forefts, relieved by promon-
tories of the fineft verdure, where the elk and buf-
falo find pafture. Thefe are contrafted by fpots
where fire has deftroyed the woods, and left a drea-
ry void behind it. Nor, when I beheld this won-
derful difplay of uncultivated nature, was the mo-
ving {cenery of human occupation wanting to com-
plete the picture. From this elevated fituation, I
beheld my people, diminithed, as it were, to half
their fize, employed in pitching their tents in a
charming meadow, and among the canoes, which,

being -
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being turned upon their fides, prefented their red-
dened bottoms in contraft with the furrounding .
verdure. At the fame time, the procefs of gum-
ming them produced numerous {mall fpires of
fmoke, which, as they rofe, enlivened the {cene,
and at length blended with the larger columns that
afcended from the fires where the fuppers were pre-
paring. It was in the month of September when
T enjoyed a fcene, of which 1 do not prefume to
give an adequate defcription ; and as it was the rut-
ting feafon of the elk, the whiftling of that animal
was heard in all the variety which the echoes could
afford it.

This river, which waters and refle&s fuch en-
chanting fcenery, runs, including its windings, up-
wards of eighty miles, when it difcharges itfelf in
the Elk River, according to the denomination of
the natives, but commonly called by the white
people, the Athabafca River, in latitude 56. 42.
North. .

At a {fmall diftance from Portage la Loche, fe-
veral carrying-places interrupt the navigation of
the river ; about the middle of which are fome mi-
neral {prings, whofe margins are covered with ful-
phureous incruftations. At the junction or fork,
the Elk River is about three quarters of a mile in
breadth, and runs in a fteady current, fometimes
contracting, but never increafing its channel, till,
after receiving feveral {mall ftreams, it difcharges

Q_ atfelf
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itfelf into the Lake of the Hills, in latitude 58. 36.
North.. At about twenty-four miles from the
Fork, are fome bitumenous fountains, into which
a pole of twenty feet long may be inferted without
theleaft refiftance. The bitumen is in a fluid ftate,
and when mixed with gum, or the refinous fub-
ftance collected from the {pruce fir, ferves to gum
the canoces. In its heated ftate it emits a fmell
like that of fea-coal. The banks of the river,
which are there very elevated, difcover veins of the
fame bitumenous quality. At a f{mall diftance
from the Fork, houfes have been erected for the
convenience of trading with a party of the Knifte-
neaux, who vifit the adjacent country for the pur-
pofe of hunting.

At the diftance of about forty miles from the
lake, is the Old Eftablithment, which has been
already mentioned, as formed by Mr. Pond in the
year 1778-9, and which was the only one in this
part of the world, till the year 1785. In the year
1788, is was transferred to the Lake of the Hills,
and formed on a point on its Southern fide, at about
eight miles from the difcharge of theriver. It was
named Fort Chepewyan, and is in latitude 58. 38.
North, longitude 110. 26. Weft, and much better
fituated for trade and fithing, as the people here
have recourfe to water for their fupport.

This being the place which I made my head-
quarters. for eight years, and from whence I took

my
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my departure, on both my expeditions, I fhall give
fome account of it, with the manner of carrying on
the trade there, and other circumftances connected
with it.

The laden canoes which leave Lake la Pluie
about the firft of Auguft, do not arrive here till the
latter end of September, or the beginning of Otto-
ber, when a neceffary proportion of them 1s difpat-
ched up the Peace River to trade with the Beaver
and Rocky-Mountain Indians. Others are fent to
the Slave River and Lake, or beyond them, and
traffic with the inhabitants of that country. A
{fmall part of them, if not left at the Fork of the
Elk River, return thither for the Knifteneaux,
while the reft of the people and merchandife remain
here to carry on trade with the Chepewyans.

Here have I arrived with ninety or an hundred
men without any provifion for their fuftenance ;
for whatever quantity might have been obtained
from the natives during the fummer, it could not
be more than fufficient for the people difpatched to
their different pofts ; and even if there were a ca-
fual fuperfluity, it was abfolutely neceflary to pre-
ferve it untouched, for the demands of the {pring.
The whole dependance, therefore, of thofe who re-
mained, was on the lake, and fithing implements
for the means of our fupport. The nets are fixty
fathom in length, when fet, and contain fifteen

meilies of five inches in depth. The manmer of
ufing
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ufing them is as follows : A {mall ftone and wood-
en buoy are faftened to the fide-line oppofite to
each other, at about the diftance of two fathoms :
when the net 1s carefully thrown into the water,
the ftone finks it to the bottom, while the buoy
keeps it at its full extent, and it is fecured in its
fituation by a ftone at either end. The nets are
vifited every day, and taken out every other day to
be cleaned and dried. This is a very ready opera-
tion when the waters are not frozen, but when the
froft has fet in, and the ice has acquired its greateft
thicknefs, which is fometimes as much as five feet,
holes are cut in it at the diftance of thirty feet from
each other,.to the full length of the net; one of
them is larger than the reft, being generally about
four feet {quare, and 1s called the bafon : by means
of them, and poles of a proportionable length, the
nets are placed in and drawn out of the water. The
fetting of hooks and lines is fo fimple an employ-
ment as to render a defcription unneceflary. The
white fifh are the principal object of purfuit : they
fpawn in the fall of the year, and, at about the fet-
ting in of the hard froft, crowd in thoals to the fhal-
low water, when as many as poffible are taken, in
order that a portion of them may be laid by in the
froft to provide againft the fcarcity of winter ; as,
during that feafon, the fith of every defcription de-
creafe in the lakes, if they do not altogether difap-
pear.  Some have fuppofed that during this period

they



OF THE FUR TRADE, &c. 111

they are ftationary, or affume an inacive ftate. Tf
there fhould be any intervals of warm weather du-
ring the fall, it is neceffary to fufpend the fith by the
tail, though they are not {o good as thofe which are
altogether preferved by the froft. In this ftate
they remain to the beginning of April, when they
have been found as f{weet as when they were
caught. *

Thus do thefe voyagers live, year after year, en-
tirely upon fith, without even the quickening fla-
vour of {alt, or the variety of any farinaceous root
or vegetable. Salt, however, if their habits had
not rendered it unneceffary, might be obtained in
this country to the Weftward of the Peace River,
where it lofes its name in that of the Slave River,
from the numerous falt-ponds and fprings to be
found there, which will fupply in any quantity, in
a ftate of concretion, and perfectly white and clean.
When the Indians pafs that way they bring a
{mall quantity to the fort, with other articles of
traffic.

During a fhort period of the fpring and fall,
great numbers of wild fowl frequent this country,
which prove a very gratifying food after fuch a
long privation of fleth-meat. It is remarkable,

* This fithery requires the moft unremitting attention, as
the voyaging Canadians are equally indolent, extravagant, and
improvident, when left to themfelves, and rival the favagesina
negle& of the morrow. ‘

however,
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however, that the Canadians who frequent the
Peace, Safkatchiwine, and Affiniboin rivers, and
live altogether on venifon, have a lefs healthy ap-
pearance than thofe whofe fuftenance is obtained
from the waters. At the fame time the {curvy is
wholly unknown among them. '

In the fall of the year the natives meet the tra-
ders at the forts, where they barter the furs or pro-
vifions which they may have procured : they then
obtain credit, and proceed to hunt the beavers,
and do not return till the beginning of the year ;
when they are again fitted out in the fame manner

. and come back the latter end of March, or the

beginning of April. They are now unwilling to
repair to the beaver hunt until the waters are
clear of ice, that they may kill them with fire-arms,
which the Chepewyans are averfe to employ.
The major part of the latter return to the barren
grounds, and live during the fummer with their
relations and friends in the enjoyment of that
plenty which is derived from numerous herds of
deer.  But thofe of that tribe who are moft partial
to thefe defarts, cannot remain there in winter,
and they are obliged, with the deer, to take fhelter
in the woods during that rigorous feafon, when
they contrive to kill a few beavers, and fend them
by young men, to exchange for iron utenfils and

ammunition.
Till the year 1782, the people of Athabafca
fent
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{ent or carried their furs regularly to Fort Church-
ill, Hudfon’s Bay; and fome of them have, fince
that time, repaired thither, notwithftanding they
could have provided themfelves with all the ne-
ceffaries which they required. The difference of
the price fet on goods here and at that fatory,
made it an obje&t with the Chepewyans, to under-
take a journey of five or fix months, in the courfe
of which they were reduced to the moft painful
extremities, and often loft their lives from hunger
and fatigue. At prefent, however, this traffic is
in a great meafure difcontinued, as they were
obliged to expend in the coutfe of their journey,
that very ammunition which was its moft alluring
object.

Some Account of the Knisteneaux Indians.

THESE people are {pread over a vaft extent of
country. 'Their language is the fame as that of
the people who inhabit the coaft of Britith Ame-
rica on the Atlantic, with the exception of the Ef-
quimaux*, and continues along the Coaft of La-

* The fimilarity between their language, and that of the
Algonquins, is an unequivocal proof that they are the fame
people.  Specimens of their refpedtive tongues will be hereafter
given.

brador,
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brador, and the gulph and banks of St. Laurence
to Montreal. The line then follows the Utawas
river to its fource; and continues from thence
nearly Weft along the high lands which divide the
waters that fall into Iake Superior and Hudfon’s
Bay. It then proceeds till it ftrikes the middle
part of the river Winipic, following that water
through the Lake Winipic, to the difcharge of
the Safkatchiwine into it ; from thence it accom-
panies the latter to Fort George, when the line,
firiking by the head of the Beaver River to the
Elk River, runs along its banks to its difcharge in
the Lake of the Hills; from which it may be car-
ried back Eaft, to the Ifle 4 la Croffe, and fo on
to Churchill by the Miffinipi. The whole of the
tratt between this line and Hudfon’s Bay and
Straits, ( except that of the Efquimaux in the
latter ), may be faid to be exclufively the country
of the Knifteneaux. Some of them, indeed, have
penetrated further Weft and South to the Red
River, to the South of Lake Winipic, and the
South branch of the Safkatchiwine.

‘They are of a moderate ftature, well proportioned,
and of great activity. Examples of deformity are
feldom to be feen among them. Their complex-
ion 1s of a copper colour, and their hair black,
which is common to all the natives of North Ame-
rica. It is cut in various forms, according to the

fancy of the feveral tribes, and by fome is left in
the
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the long, lank, flow of nature. They very gene-
rally extract their beards, and both {exes manifeft
a difpofition to pluck the hair from every part of
the body 2ad limbs. Their eyes are black, keen,
and penetrating; their countenance open and
agreeable, and it is a principal objeét of their va-
nity to give every poffible decoration to their per-
fons. A material article in their toilettes is ver-
milion, which they contraft with their native blue,
white, and brown earths, to which charcoal is fre-
quently added.

Their drefs is at once fimple and commodious.
It confifts of tight leggins, reaching near the hip :
a ftrip of cloth or leather, called affian, about a
foot wide, and five feet long, whofe ends are drawn
inwards and hang behind and before, over a belt
tied round the waift for that purpofe : a clofe veft
or fhirt reaching down to the former garment, and
cin@ured with a broad ftrip of parchment faftened
with thongs behind ; and a cap for the head, con-
fiting of a piece of fur, or {mall fkin, with the
bruth of the animal as a fufpended ornament : a
kind of robe is thrown occafionally over the whole
of the drefs, and ferves both night and day.
Thefe articles, with the addition of fhoes and mit-
tens, conftitute the variety of their apparel. The
materials vary according to the feafon, and confift
of drefled moofe-fkin, beaver prepared with the fur,
or European woollens. The leather is neatly
R painted,
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painted, and fancifully worked in fome parts with
porcupine quills, and moofe-deer hair : the fhirts
and leggins are alfo adorned with fringe and taffels;;
nor are the thoes and mittens without fomewhat of
appropriate decoration, and worked with a confi-
derable degree of fkill and tafte. Thefe habili-
ments are put on, however, as fancy or convenience
fuggefts ; and they will fometimes proceed to the
chafe in the fevereft froft, covered only with the
flighteft of them. Their head-drefles are compofed
of the feathers of the fwan, the eagle, and other
birds. The teeth, horns, and claws of different
animals, are alfo the occafional ornaments of the
head and neck. Their hair, however arranged, is
always befmeared with greafe. The making of
every article of drefs is a female occupation; and
the women, though by no means inattentive to
the decoration of their own perfons, appear to have
a ftill greater degree of pride in attending to the
appearance of the men, whofe faces are painted
with more care than thofe of the women.

The female drefs i1s formed of the fame mate-
rials as thofe of the other fex, but of a different
make and arrangement. Their fhoes are com-
monly plain, and their leggins gartered beneath
the knee. The coat, or body covering, fails down
to the middle of the leg, and is faftened over the
fhoulders with cords, a flap or cape turning down
about eight inches, both before and behind, and

agreeably
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agreeably ornamented with quill-work and fringe
the hottom is alfo fringed, and fancifully painted
as high as the knee. As it is very loofe, it is en-
clofed round the waift with a fiff belt, decorated
with taffels, and faftened behind. The arms are
covered to the wrift, with detached fleeves, which
are fewed as far as the bend of the arm; from’
thence they are drawn vp to the neck, and the
corners of them fall down behind, as low as the
waift. The cap, when they wear one, confifts of
a certain quantity of leather or cloth, fewed at one
end, by which means it is kept on the head, and,
hanging down the back, is faftened to the belt, as
well as under the chin. The upper garment is a
robe like that worn by the men. Their hair is
divided on the crown, and tied behind, or fome-
times {aftened in large knots over the ears. They
are fond of European articles, and prefer them to
their own native commodities. Their ornaments
confift in common with all favages, in bracelets,
rings, and fimilar baubles. Some of the women
tatoo three perpendicular lines, which are fome-
times double : one from the centre of the chin to
that of the under lip, and one parallel on either
fide to the corner of the mouth.

Of all the nations which I have feen on this con-
tinent, the Knifteneaux women are the moft come-
ly. Their figure is generally well proportioned,
and the regularity of their features would be ac-

R 2 knowledged
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knowledged by the more civilized people of Europe.
Their complexion has lefs of that dark tinge which
1s common to thofe {avages who have lefs cleanly
habits. ‘

Thefe people are, in general, {ubjet to few difs
orders. 'The lues venerea, however, 1s a common
complaint, but cured by the application of fimples,
with whofe virtues they appear to be well ac-
quainted. They are alfo fubje& to fluxes, and
pains in the breaft, which fome have attributed to
the very cold and keen air which they inhale ; but
I thould imagine that thefe complaints muft fre-
quently proceed from their immoderate indulgence
in fat meat at their feafts, particularly when they
have been preceded by long fafting.

They are naturally mild and affable, as well as
juft in their dealings, not only among themfelves,
but with ftrangers. * They are alfo generous and
hofpitable, and good-natured in the extreme, except
when their nature is perverted by the inflammatory
influence of {pirituous liquors. 'To their children
they are indulgent to a fault. The father, though
he affumes no command over them, 1s ever anxious
to inftruét them in all the preparatory qualifications
for war and hunting ; while the mother is equally

* They have been called thieves, but when vice can with
juftice be attributed to them, it may be traced to their connec-
tion with the civilized people who come into their country to
traffic,

attentive
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attentive to her daughters in teaching them every

thing that is confidered as neceffary to their cha-

racter and fituation. It does not appear that the
hufband makes any diftinction between the child-
ren of his wife, though they may be the off-
spring of different fathers. Illegitimacy is only at-
tached to thofe who are born before their mothers
have cohabited with any man by the title of huf-
band.

Tt does not appear, that chaftity is confidered by
them as a virtue ; or that fidelity is believed to be
effential to the happinefs of wedded life. Though
it fometimes happens that the infidelity of wife is
punifhed by the hufband with the lofs of her hair,
nofe, and perhaps life ; fuch feverity proceeds from
its having been practifed witheut his permiffion :
for a temporary interchange of wives is not uncom-
mon ; and the offer of their perfons is confidered
as a neceflary part of the hofpitality due to ftran-
gers.

When a man lofes his wife, it is confidered as a

duty to marry her fifter, if fhe has one ; or he may,

if he pleafes, have them both at the fame time.
It will appear from the fatal confequences I have
repeatedly imputed to the ufe of {pirituous liquors,

that T more particularly confider thefe people as
‘having been, morally fpeaking, great fufferers from

their communication with the fubjes of civilized

nations. At the fame time they were not, in a
ftate
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ftate of nature, without their vices, and fome of
them of a kind which is the moft abhorrent to cul-
tivated and refleCting man. I fhall only obferve
that inceft and beftiality are common among them.

When a young man marries, he immediately
goes to live with the father and mother of his wife,
who treat him, neverthelefs, as a perfect ftranger,
till after the birth of his firft child : he then at-
taches himfelf more to them than his own parents 3
and his wife no longer gives him any other deno-
mination than that of the father of her child.

The profeflion of the men is war and hunting,
and the more active {cene of their duty is the field
of battle, and the chafe in the woods. They alfo
fpear fifh, but the management of the nets is left to
the women. The females of this nation are in the
fame fubordinate ftate with thofe of all other favage
tribes 3 but the feverity of their labour is much di-
minifhed by their fituation on the banks of lakes
and rivers, where they employ canoes. In the
winter, when the waters are frozen, they make
their journies, which are never of any great length,
with fledges drawn by dogs. They are, at the
fame time {ubjet to cvery kind of domeftic drud-
gery : they drefs the leather, make the clothes and
fhoes, weave the nets, colle€t wood, ereét the tents,
fetch water, and perform every culinary fervice; fo
that when the duties of maternal care are added, it
will appear that the life of thefe women is an unin-

terrupted
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terrupted fucceffion of toil and pain. This, in-
deed, is the fenfe they entertain of their own fitua-
tion ; and, under the influence of that fentiment,
they are fometimes known to deftroy their female
children, to fave them from the miferies which they
themfelves have fuffered. They alfo have a ready
way, by the ufe of certain fimples, of procuring
abortions, which they fometimes pradtife, from
their hatred of the father, or to fave themf{elves the
trouble which children occafion : and, as T have
been credibly informed, this unnatural act is repea-
ted without any injury to the health of the women
who perpetrate it. A
The funeral rites begin, like all other folemn
ceremonials, with fmoking, and are concluded by
a feaft. The body is drefled in the beft habili-
ments poffcfled by the deceafed, or his relations, and
is then depofited in a grave, lined with branches :
fome domeftic utenfils are placed on it and

.

a kind of canopy erected over it. During this ce-

remony, great lamentations are made, and if the
departed perfon is very much regretted the near re-
lations cut off their hair, pierce the flefhy part of
their thighs and arms with arrows, knives, &c. and
blacken their faces with charcoal. If they have
diftinguifhed themfelves in war, they are fometimes
1aid on a kind of {caffolding ; and T have been in-
formed that women, as in the Eaft, have been
&nown to facrifice themfelves to the manes of their

hufbands.
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hufbands. The whole of the property belonging
to the departed perfon is deftroyed, and the rela-
tions take in exchange for the wearing apparel,
any rags that will cover their nakednefs. The feaft
beftowed on the occafion, which is, or at leaft ufed
to be, repeated annually, is accompanied with ev-
logiums on the deceafed, and without any afts of
ferocity. On the tomb are carved or painted the
fymbols of his tribe, which are taken from the dif-
ferent animals of the country.
Many and various are the motives which mduce
a favage to engage in war. To prove his courage,
or to revenge the death of his relations, or fome of
his tribe, by the maffacre ofan enemy.  If the tribe
feel themfelves called upon to go to war, the elders
convene the people, in order to know the general
opmlon If it be for war, the chief publifhes his
intention to fmoke in the facred flem at a certain
period, to which folemnity, meditation and fafting
are required as preparatory ceremonials. When
the people are thus affembled, and the meeting
fané&ified by the cuftom of fmoking, the chief en-
larges on the caufes which have called them toge-
ther, and the neceffity of the meafures propofed on
the occafion. He then invites thofe who are wil-
ling to follow him, to {moke out of the facred ftem,
which is confidered as the token of enrollment ; and
if it thould be the general opinion, that affiftance is
neceflary, others are invited, with great formality,
o
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to join.them. Every individual who attends thefe
meetings brings fomething with him as a token of
his warlike intention, or as an obje of facrifice,
which, when the affembly diffolves, is fufpended
from poles near the place of council.

They have frequent feafts, and particular cir-
cumftances never fail to produce them ; fuch as a
tedious illnefs, long fafting, &c. On thefe occa-
fions it is ufual for the perfon who means to give
the entertainment, to announce his defign, on a
certain day, of opening the medicine bag and {fmo-
king out- of his facred ftem. This declaration is
confidered as a facred vow that cannot be broken.
There are alfo ftated periods, fuch as the fpring
and autumn, when they-engage in very long and
folemn ceremonies. On thefe occafions dogs are
offered as facrifices, and thofe which are very fat,
and milk-white, are preferred. They alfo make
large offerings of their property, whatever it'may
be. The fcene of thefe ceremonies is.in an open
inclofure on the bank of a river or lake, and in
the moft confpicuouS fituation, in order that fiich
as are paffing along or travelling, may be induced
to make their offerings, There is alfo a particular
cuftom amor_lg them, ‘that, on thefe occafions, if
any of the tribe, or even a ftranger, thould be ‘pEfL :
fing by, and be in real want of any thing that is
difplayed as an offering, he has a right to take it,

- fo that he'replaces it with fome article he can fpare,
‘ S though
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though it be of far inferior value : but to take or
touch any thing wantonly is confidered as a facri-
legious act, and highly infulting to the great Maf-
ter of life, to ufe their own expreffion, who is the
facred object of their devotion.

The {cene of private facrifice is the lodge of the
perfon who performs it, which is prepared for that
purpofe by removing every thing out of it, and

- fpreading green branches in every part. The fire

and athes are alfo taken away. A new hearth is
made of freh earth, and another fire is lighted.
The owner of the dwelling remains alone in it; and
he begins the ceremony by fpreading a piece of
new cloth, or a well-drefled moofe-fkin neatly
painted, on which he opens his medicine-bag and
expofes its contents, confifting of various articles.
The principal of them is a kind of houfehold god,
which is a fmall carved image about eight inches
long. Its firft covering is of down, over which a
piece of beech bark is clofely tied, and the whole
is enveloped in feveral folds of red and blue cloth.
This little figure is an objet of the moft pious
regard. ‘The next article is his war-cap, which is
decorated with the feathers and plumes of fcarce
birds, beavers, and eagle’s claws, &c. There is
alfo fufpended from it a quill or feather for every
enemy whom the owner of it has flain in battle.
The remaining contents of the bag are, a piece of
Brazil tobacco, feveral roots and fimples, which

are
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are in great eftimation for their medicinal qualities,
and a pipe. Thefe articles being all expofed, and
the ftem refting upon two forks, as it muft not
touch the ground, the mafter of the lodge fends
for the perfon he moft efteems; who fits down op-
pofite to him ; the pipe is then filled and fixed to
the flem. A pair of wooden pincers is provided
to put the fire in the pipe, and a double-pointed
pin, to empty it of the remnant of tobacco which
is not confumed. This arrangement being made,
the men affemble, and fometimes the women are
allowed to be humble fpeGators, while the moft
religious awe and folemnity pervades the whole.
The Michiniwais, or Affiftant, takes up the pipe,
lights it, and prefents it to the officiating perfon;
who receives it ftanding and holds it between both
his hands. He then turns himfelf to the Eaft,
and draws a few whiffs, which he blows to that
point. The fame ceremony he obferves to the
other three quarters, with his eyes directed upwards
during the whole of it. He holds the {tem about
the middle between the three firft fingers of both
hands, and raifing them upon a line with his fore-
head, he fwings it three times round from the Eaft,
with the fun, when, after pointing and balancing it
in various diretions, he repofes it on the forks :
he then makes a fpeech to explain the defign of
their being called together, which concludes with
an acknowledgment of paft mercies, and a pra}frer

ot

o
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for the continuance of them, from the mafter of
Life. He then fits down, and the whole company
declare their approbation and thanks by uttering
the word A»! with an emphatic prolengation of
the laft letter. The Michiniwais then takes up
the pipe and holds it to the mouth of the officia-
ting perfon, who, after fmoking three whiffs out of
it, utters a fhort prayer, and then goes round with
it, taking his courfe from Eaft to Weft, to every
. perfon prefent, who individually fays fomething to
him on the occafion : and- thus the pipe is gene-
- rally fmoked out ; when, after turning it three or
four times round his head, he drops it downwards,
and replaces it in its original fituation. He then
returns the company thanks for their attendance,
and withes them, as well as the whole tribe, health
and long life. .

Thefe {moking rites precede every matter of
great importance, with more or lefs' ceremony, but
always with equal folemnity. The utility of them
will appear from the following relation.

If a chief is anxious to know the difpofition of
his people towards him, or if he withes to fettle
any difference " between them, he announces his
interition of opening his medicine-bag and fmo-
king in his facred ffem; and no man who enter-
tains a grudge againft any of the party thus affem-
bled can fmoke with the facred ftem ; as that cere-
mony diffipates all differences, and is never vio-
lated. No
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No one can avoid attending on thefe occafions ;
but a perfon may attend and be excufed from affif-
ting at the ceremonies, by acknowledging that he
has not undergone the neceffary purification. The
having cohabited with his wife, or any other wo-
man, within twenty-four hours preceding the ce-
remony, renders him unclean, and, confequently,
difqualifies him from performing any part of it.
If a contra& is entered into and folemnifed by the
ceremony of fmoking, it never fails of being faith-
fully fulfilled. If aperfon, previous to his going a
journey, leaves the facred ftem as a pledge of his
return, no confideration whatever will prevent him
from executing his engagement.*

The chief, when he propofes to make a feaft,
fends quills, or fmall pieces of wood, as tokens of
invitation to fuch as he ‘wifhes to partake of it.
At the appointed time the guefts arrive, each bring-
ing a difh or platter, and a knife, and take their

feats on each fide of the chief, who receives them-

fitting, according to their refpective ages. The pipe
is then lighted, and he makes an equal divifion
of every thing that is provided.. While the com-
pany are enjoying their meal, the chief fings, and
accompanies his fong with the tambourin, or thi-
thiquoi, or rattle. The gueft who has firft eaten

% Tt is however to be lamented, that of late there is a relax-
ation of the duties originally attached to thefe feftivals.

his
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his portion is confidered as the moft diftinguifh-
ed perfon. If there fhould be any who cannot
finifh the whole of their mefs, they endeavour to
prevail on fome of their friends to eat it for them,
who are rewarded for their affiftance with ammu-
nition and tobacco. It it proper alfo to remark,
that at thefe feafts a fmall quantity of meat or
drink is facrificed, before they begin to eat, by
throwing it into the fire, or on the earth.

Thefe feafts differ according to circumftances;
fometimes each man’s allowance is no more than
he can difpatch in a couple of hours. At other
times the quantity is fuffictent to fupply each of
them with food for a week, though it muft be
devoured in a day. On thefe occafions it is very
difficult to procure {ubftitutes, and the whole muft
be eaten whatever time it may require. At fome
of thefe entertainments there is a more rational ar-
rangement, when the guefts are allowed to carry
home with them the fuperfluous part of their por-
tions. Great care is always taken that the bones
may be burned, as it would be confidered a pro-
fanation were the dogs permitted to touch them.

“The public feafts are condué&ted in the fame
manner, but with fome additional ceremony.
Several chiefs officiate at them, and. procure the
neceffary provifions, as well as prepare a proper
place of reeception for the numerous company.
Hcere the guefts difcourfe upon public topics, re-

peat
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peat the heroic deeds of their forefathers, and ex-
cite the rifing generation to follow their example.
The entertainments on thefe occafions confift of
dried meats, as it would not be practicable to
drefs a fufficient quantity of frefh meat for fuch a
large affembly; though the women and children
are excluded.

_ Similar feafts ufed to be made at funerals, and
annually, in honour of the dead; but they have
been, for fome time, growing into difufe, and 1
never had an opportunity of being prefent at any
of them.

The women, who are forbidden to enter the
places facred to thefe feftivals, dance and fing
-around them, and fometimes beat time to the
mufic within them ; which forms an agreable
contraft. :

With refpet to their divifions of time, they
compute the length of their journies by the num-
ber of nights paffed in performing them ; and they
divide the year by the fucceffion of moons. In
this calculation, however, they are not altogether
correc, as they cannot account for the odd days.

The names which they give to the moons are
defcriptive of the feveral feafons.

May . . Atheiky o Pithim. . . Frog-Moon.
June . . Oppinu o Pifhim. . . . The Moon in which
‘ birds begin to lay

their eggs.

July
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July Aupafcen o Pithim. . . The Moon when
birds caft their

. feathers.
Auguft.  Aupahou o Pithim. . . . The Moon when

the young birds

begin to fly.
September Wafkifcon o Pifhim. . « The Moon when

the moofe-deer caft
. their horns.
O&ober  Wifac o Pithim . . . TheRutting.Moon.

November Thithigon Pewai o Pifhim . Hoar-Froft-Moon.
Kufkatinayoui o Pithim . Ice-Moon.
December Pawatchicananafis o Pifhim. Whirlwind-Moon.
January  Kufhapawafticanum o Pifhim Extreme cold Moon.
February Kichi Pithim. . . . . Big Moon; fome
: fay, Old Moon.
March  Mickyfue Pithim. . . Eagle Moon.
April Nifcaw o Pithim. = . . Goofe-Moon.

Thefe people know the medicinal virtues of -
many herbs and fimples, and apply the roots of
plants and the bark of trees with fuccefs. But the
conjurers, who monopolize the medical {cience,
find it neceflary to blend myftery with their art,
and do not communicate their knowledge. Their
materia medica they adminifter in the form of pur-
ges.and clyfters; but the remedies and furgical ope-
rations are {uppofed to derive much of their effe&t
from magic and incantation. When a blifter
rifes in ‘Ehe foot from the froft, the chaffing of the
. fhoe, &c. they immediately open it, and . apply
the heated blade of a knife to the part, which

painful
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painful as it may be, is found to be efficacious.
A fharp flint ferves them as a lancet for letting
| blood, as well as for {carification in bruifes and
| {wellings. For f{prains, the dung of an animal juft
‘ killed is confidered as the beft remedy. They
are very fond of European medicines, though they
‘are ignorant of their application : and thofe arti-
cles form a confiderable part of the European traf-
fic with them. | .
Among their various fuperftitions, they believe
that the vapour whichis feen tohover over moift and
fwampy places, is the {pirit of fome perfon lately
dead. They alfo fancy another fpirit which ap-
pears, in the fhape of a man, upon the trees near
the lodge of a perfon deceafed, whofe property has
not been interred with them. He is reprefented
as bearing 2 gun in his hand, and it is believed
that he does not return to his reft, till the pro-
perty that has been withheld from the grave has
been facrificed to it.

Examples of the Knisteneaux and Algon-
quin Tongues.

Knifteneaux. Algonquin.’

Good Spirit - Kijai Manitou - Ki jai Manitou.
Evil Spirit - Matchi Manitou - Matchi Manitou.
Man - - Ethini - - Inini. \
Woman - - - Efquois - - Ich-quois.

T Male
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Male - -
Female - -

Infant - -
Head - -
Forehead - -
Hair - -
Eyes. - -
Nofe - -
Noftrils - -
Mouth - -

My teeth - -
Tongue - -
Beard - -

Brain - -
Ears - -
Neck - -
Throat - -
Arms - -
Fingers - -
Nails- - -
Side - -
My back - -
My belly - -
Thighs - -
My knees -
Yegs - -
Heart - ~
My father -
My mother -

My boy (fon) -
My ¢girl (daughter)
My orother, elder
My fifter, elder - -
My grandfather -
My grandmother

Knifteneauax.

Nap hew - -
Non-genfe -
A’ wafh ifh
Us ti quoin
Es caa tick -
Wes ty-ky -
Es kis och -
Ofkiwin - -
Oo tith ee go mow
O toune - -
Wip pit tah
Otaithani - -
Michitoune
With itip -
O tow ee gie
O qui ow

O koot tas gy
O nik - -
Che chee -
Wos kos fia
O’s fpig gy
No pis quan -
Nattay - -
O povam - -
No che quoin nah

Notk - -
O thea - -
Noo ta wie -
Nigah wei -
Negoufis - -
Netanis - -
Ni ftefs - -
Ne mifs - -
Ne moo fhum -

N’ o kum

A GENERAL HISTORY

Algonquin.
Aquoifi.
Non-genfe.
Abi nont-chen.
O’chiti-goine.
O catick.
‘Wineffis.
Ofkingick.
O’chengewane.
Ni-de-ni-guom.
O tonne.
Nibit.
O-tai-na-ni.
Omichitonn.
Aba-e winikan,
O-ta wagane.
O’quoi gan.
Nigon dagane.
O nic.
Ni nid gines.
Os-kenge.
Opikegan.
Ni-pi quoini.
Ni my fat,
Obouame.
Ni gui tick.
Ni gatte.
Othai.
Noflai.
Nigah.
Nigouiffes.
Nidanifs.
Nis-a-yen.
Nimifain.
Ni-mi-chomifs.
No-co-mifs.
My
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Myuncle - -
My nephew -
My niece - -
My mother in law
My brother in law
My companion
My hufband
Blood - -
Old Man -~
I am angry
I fear - -
Joy - -
Hearing - -
Track - -
Chief, great ruler
Thief - -
Excrement -
Buffalo
Ferret
Polecat
Elk - -
Rein deer -
Fallow deer -
Beaver - -
‘Woolverine -
Squirrel - -
Minx
Otter
Wolf
Hare
Marten
Moofe
Bear - -
Fifher
Lynx - -

1 (] s ] ]
LS | ) [ )

Knifteneaux.
N’ o’ka mifs -
Ne too fim -
Ne too fim efquois
Nifigoufe - -
Niftah - -
Ne wechi wagan
Ni nap pem -
Mith coo - -
Shi. nap - -
Ne kis fi wafh en
Ne goos tow -
Ne hea tha tom

Pethom - -
Mis conna -
Haukimah -
Kifmouthefk -
Meyee - -
Mouitouche -
Sigous - -
Shicak - -
Mouftouche -
Attick - -

Attick - -
Amifk - -
Qui qua katch
Ennequachas
Sa quafue
Nekick -
Mayegan - -
Wapouce
Wappiftan -
Moufwah -
Mafqua
Wijatk - -
Picheu

T 2

13 '
Algonquin,

Ni ni michomen.
Ne do jim.
Ni-do-jim equois.
Ni figoufifs.
Nitah.
Ni-wit-chi-wagan.
Ni na bem.
Mifquoi.

Aki win fe.

Nif katiffiwine.
Nifeft gufe.
Mamoud gikifi.
Oda wagan.
Pemi ka wois.
Kitchi enodis.
Ke moutifké.
Moui.

Pichike.
Shingoufs.
Shi-kik.

Michai woi.
Atick. ‘
Wa wafquefh.
Amic. -

Quin quoagki.
Otchi ta mou.
Shaugouch.

Ni guick.
Maygan.
‘Wapouce.
‘Wabichinfe.
Monfe.

Macqua.
Od.-jifck.
Pechou.

Porcupine
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Porcupine -
Fox - -
Mufk Rat -
Moufe - -
Cow Buffalo -
Meat-fleth -
Dog - -
Eagle - -
Duck - -
Crow, €orbeau -
Swan - -
Turkey - -
Pheafants - -
Bird - -
Outard - -

White Goofe -
Grey Goofe -

Partridge -
Water Hen -
Dove - -
Eggs - -
Pike or Jack -
Carp - -

Sturgeon - -
White Fifh -
Pikrel - -
Fifh (in general)
Spawn - -

Fins - -
Trout . « -
Craw Fith -
Frog - =
Wafp - -
‘Turtle - -

Snake - -

Koniftengaux.

Cau quah -
Ma kifew -
Wajatk - -
Abicufhifs -
Nofhi Mouftouche
Wias - -
Atim - -
Makufue - -
Sy Sip - -
Ca Cawkeu -
Wapifeu - -
Mes fei thew -
Okes kew -
Pethefew - -
Nifcag . .
Wey Wois -
Peftafith - -
Pithew - -
Chiquibith -

Omi Mee -
Wa Wah -

Kenonge - -
Na may bin -
Na May - -
Aticaming -

Oc-chaw - -
Kenongé . -

Waquon - -
Chi chi kan -
Nay goufe -

A fhag gee -

Athick - -
Ahmoo - -
Mikinack -

Kinibick - -

Algonquin.

Kack.

Wagouche.

Wa-jack.

Wai wa be gou noge.

Nochena pichik.

Wi-afs.

Ant-moufe,

Me-guiffis;

Shi-fip.

Ka Kak.

Wa-pe-fy.

Miffiffay. -

Ajack.

Pi-na-fy.

Nic kack.

Woti wois.

Pos-ta-kifk.

Pen ainfe.

Che qui bis.

O mi-mis.

Wa Weni.

Kenongé.

Na me bine.

Na Maiu,

Aticaming.

Oh-ga.

Ki-cons.

Wa gnock,

O nidj-igan.

Na Men Goufe.

A cha kens chaque.

O ma ka ki. -

A mon.

Mi-ki-nack.

Ki nai bick.
Aw
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Awl -
Needle -
Fire Steel «
Fire wood

Cradle -
Dagger -
Arrow -
Fith Hook

Ax - -
Ear-bob -
Comb -
Net -
Tree -
Wood -
Paddle -
Canoe -

Birch Rind
Bark -

Touch Wood
Leaf -
Grafls -
Raipberries
Strawberries
Afhes -
Fire -
Grapes -
Fog -
Mud .
Currant -
Road -
Winter -
- Hland -
Lake -
Sun -
Moon -

Knifleneaux,
Ofcajick - -

Saboinigan -
Appet - -
Mich-tah - -
Teckinigan -
Ta comagau -
Augufk or Atouche
Quofquipichican
Shegaygan - -
Chi-kifebifoun -
Sicahoun - -

Athabe - -
Miftick
Miftick
Aboi
Chiman
Walquoi
Wafquoi
Poufagan
Nepefhah -
Mafquofi - -
Mifqui-meinac -
O-tai-e minac -
Pecouch - -
Scou tay - -
Shomenac -
Pakifhihow -
Afus ki
Kifijiwin - -
Mefcanah . -
Pipoun
Miniftick
Sagayigan -
Pifim. -

]
]

]
1 4

1
)

Algonquin.
Ma-gofe.
Sha-bo-ni-gan.
Scritecgan.
Midane.
Tickina-gan.
Na-ba-ke-gou-man.
Mettic ka nouins.
Maneton Miquifcane.
Wagagvette.

Na be chi be foun.
Pin ack wan.
Affap.
Miti-coum,
Mitic.

Aboui.
8-chiman.

Wig nafs.
On-na-guege.
Sa-ga-tagan.
Ni-biche.
Mafquofi.
Mifqui meinac.
O’-tai-e minac.
Pengoui.

Scou tay.
Shomenat.

A Winni.

A Shifki.

Ki fi chi woin.
Mickanan.
Pipone.

Minifs.
Sagayigan-

Kijis.

Tibifca pefim (the

night Sun. -

Dibic kijifs.
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Day -
Night -
Snow -
Rain -
Drift -
Hail -
Ice - -
Froft -
Mift -
Water -
World -
Mountain
Sea .-
Morning -
Mid-day -
Portage -
Spring -
River -
Rapid -
Rivulet -
Sand -
Earth -
Star -
Thunder -
Wind -
Calm -
Heat -
Evening -
North -
South -
Eaft -
Welt -
To-morrow

Kaifteneaux.

Kigigah -
Tibifca -
Counah -
Kimiwoin
Pewan -
Shes eagan
Mefquaming
Aquatin -
Picafyow
Nepec -
Mefle afky ( all the
earth) -
Wachee -

Kitchi kitchi ga

ming -
Kequifhepe
Abetah quifheik
Unygam -
Menoufcaming
Sipee -
Bawaftick
Sepeefis -
Thocaw
Afkee -
Attack
Pithufeu -
Thoutin -
Athawoftin
Quifhipoi
Ta kathiké -
Kiwoitin -
Sawena woon
Cofhawcaftak
Paquifimow

Wabank -

]
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Algonquin,
Kigi gatte.
Dibic kawte.
So qui po.
Ki mi woini.
Pi woine.
Me qua menfan.
Me quam.
Gas-ga-tin.
An-quo-et.
Ni-pei.

Miffi achaki.
Watchive.
Kitchi-kitchi ga

ming.
Ki-ki-jep.
Na ock quoi.
Ouni-gam.
Mino ka ming,
Sipi.
Ba wetick.
Sipi wes chin,
Ne gawe.
Ach ki.
Anang.
Ni mi ki
No tine.
A-no-a-tine.
Aboyce.
O'n-a guche.
Ke woitinak.
Sha-wa-na-wang.
‘Wa-ba-no-notine.
Panguis-chi-mo.
Wa-bang.

Bone
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Bone -
Broth -
Feaft -
Greafe or oil
Marrow fat
Sinew -
Lodge -
Bed -
Within -
Door -
Difh -
Fort -
Sledge -
Cinéure -
Cap -
Socks -
Shirt -
Coat -
. Blanket -~
Cloth -
Thread -
Garters -
Mittens =
Shoes -
Smoking bag
Portage fling
Strait on -
Medicine -
Red -
Blue -
White -
Yellow -
Green -
Brown -

Knifteneaux.
Ofkann - -
Michim waboi
Ma qua fee
Pimis - -
Ofcan pimis -
Afstis - -
Wig-waum -
Ne pa win -
Pendog ké C oA
Squandam -
Othagan - -
Wafgaigan -
Tabanatk - -

Poquoatehoun -
Aftotin - -
Afhican - -
Papackewyan. -

Papife-co-wagan
Wape weyang -
Maneto weguin

Affabab - -
Chi ki-bifoon - -
Aftiffack - -
Mafkifin - -
Kufquepetagan -
Apifan - -
Goiak - -
Mas ki kee -
Mes coh - -
Kafqutch ( fame as
black ) - -
Wabifca - -
Saw waw - -
Chibatiquare -

Algonquin.
Oc-kann.
Thaboub.

Wi con qui wine.
Pimi-tais.
Ofka-pimitais.
Attifs.
Wi-gui-wam.
Ne pai wine.
Pendig.
Scouandam.

O’ na gann.
Wa-kuigan.
Otabanac.
Ketche pifou.
Pe Matinang.

A chi gan.

Pa pa ki weyan.
Papife-co-wagan.
Wape weyan.
Maneto weguin.
Affabab. -

Ni gafke-tafe befoun:
Medjicawine.
Makifin.
Kafquepetagan.
Apican.
Goi-ack.
Macki-ki.
Mes-cowa.

O-iawes-cowa..
Wabifca.
O jawa.
O’jawescowa. -
O’jawes-cowa.

Grey,
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Grey, &c -

Ugly -

Handfome -

Beautiful -

Deaf -

Good-natured
Pregnant -

Fat - -
Big - -
Small or little
Short - -

Skin - -

Long - -

Strong -
Coward -
‘Weak -
Lean - -

Brave -
Young man

Cold -

Hot -

Spring -

Summer -

Fall -

One -

Two -

Three -

Four -

Five -

Six - -

Seven -

Eight -

Nine -

Ten -

Knifteneaux.

Mache na goufen

Catawaflifeu

Kiffi Sawenogan

Nima petom
Mithiwathin
Paawie .
Outhineu -
Mufthikitee
Abifathen -
Chemafifh
Wian
Kinwain

Mafcawa -

Sagatahaw
Nitha miflew
Mahta waw
Nima Guftaw
Ofgnineguifh
Kiffin -
Kichatai -
Minoufcaming
Nibin -
Tagowagonk
Peyac
Nifheu
Nifhtou
Neway
Ni-annan
Negoutawoefic
Nifh woific
Jabnanew
Shack -
Mitatat -

]
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Algonquin.

O’jawes-cowa.

Mous-counu-goufe.

Nam biffa.

Quoi Natch.

Ka ki be chai.

Onichifhin.

And’jioko.

Oui-ni-noe.

Mefsha.

Agu-chin.

Tackofi.

Wian.

Kiniwa.

Mache-cawa.

Mas cawife.

Cha-goutai-ye.

Cha goufi.

Ka wa ca tofa.

Son qui taige.

Ofkinigui.

Kiflinan,

Kicha tai.

Minokaming,.

Nibiqui.

Tagowag:

Pecheik.

Nige.

Nis-wois.

‘Ne au.

Na-nan*

Ni gouta waswois.

Nigi-was-wois.

She was wols.

Shang was wois.

Mit-affwois.
Eleven
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Knifteneaux, Algonquin,
| Eleven - - Peyacofap . - Mitaffwois, hachi, pes
| cheik.
Twelve - - Nifheu ofap - Mitaflwois, hachi,
| nige.
Thirteen - ~ Nichtou ofap - Mitaflwois, hachi,
nifwois.
Fourteen - - Neway ofap - Mitaffwois, hachi,
ne-au. '
| Fifteen - - Niannan ofap - Mitaffwois, hachi,
nanan.
Sixteen - - Nigoutawoefic ofap Mitafiwois, hachi,
, negoutawafwois.
Seventeen - - Nifh woefic ofap  Mitaffwois, hachi,
nigi wafwois.
Eighteen - - Jannanew ofap - Mitaffwois, hachi,
‘ thiwafwois.
Nineteen - - Shack ofap - Mitaffwois, hachi,
fhang as wois.
Twenty - - - Nifheu mitenah - Nigeta-nan.
‘Twenty-one - Nifhew mitenah
peyac ofap - Nigeta nan, hachi,
peéhic.

Twenty-two, &c.  Nifheu mitenah
nithew ofap -
Nifhtou mitenah  Nifwois mitanan.

Thirty - - ! _
Forty . - Neway mitenah - Neau mitanan.
Fifty . - Niannan mitenah Nanan mitanan.
Sixty -~ Negoutawoific mi- '
tenah - - Nigouta was wois
mitanan.
Seventy - - Nifhwoific mitenah Nigi was wois mi-
tanan.
Eighty - - Jannaeu mitenah  She was wois mi-
tanan.

U Ninety
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Ninety - -
Hundred - -
Two Hundred -
One thoufand -
Firt - - -
Laft - -
More - -
Better - -
Beft - - -
I, orme - -

You, or thou -
They, or them -

We - - -
My, or mine -
Your’s - -
Who - -
Whom - -
‘What - -
His, or her's -
All - - -
Some, or fome few
- The fame - -

All theworld -
All the men -
More - -
Now and then
Sometimes - -
Seldom - -

A GENERAL HISTORY

Knifteneaux. Algonquin.

Shack mitenah - Shang was wois mi-
tanan.
Mitana mitinah - Ningoutwack.

Nefhew mitena a } Nige wack.

mitenah -
Mite_nah mitena} Kifchi-wack.

mitenah - -
Nican - - Nitam.
Squayatch - - Shaquoiyanque.
Minah - - Awa chimin.
Athiwack mitha-

wathin - - Awachimin o nichi

fhen.

Athiwack mitha-

wafhin - - Kitchi o nichi fhin,
Nitha - « Nin.
Kitha - - Kin.
Withawaw - Wib na wa,
Nithawaw - - Nina wa.
Nitayan - - Nida yam.
Kitayan - . Kitayam.

- - - Auoni.
Awoiné - . Kegoi nin.

- - - Wa.
Otayan - - Otayim mis.
Kakithau - - Kakenan.
Pey peyac - - Pe-pichic.
Tabefcoutch - Mi ta yoche.
Miffi acki wanque Mithiwai afky.

Kakithaw Ethinyock Miffi Inini wock.
Mina -- = Minawa, -

- = - Nanmnigoutengue.
I as-cow-puco.

Wica-ac-ko.
Arrive
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- Algonquin,

Arrive - -
Beat - -
To burn
To fing
To cut

To hide - -
To cover - -
To believe -
To fleep - -
To difpute -
To dance - -
To give - -
To do - -
To eat )
To die - -
To forget
To fpeak
To cry \tears)
To laugh -

To fet down
To walk - -
To fall -
To work - -

To kill - -

To fell - -
To live - -
To fee - -
To come - -
Enough = -
Cry (tears) -
It hails - -
There is - }
There is fome

It rains - -

" Knifteneaux.-

Ta couchin -

Otamaba - -
Miftafcafoo =
Nagamoun - -
Kifquifhan -
Catann - -
Acquahoun -
Taboitam -
Nepan =~ - -
Ke ko mii towock
Nemaytow -
Mith - = -
Ogitann - -
Wiflinee - -
Nepew -~ -
Winnekifkifew -
Athimetakcoufé -
. Mantow - = -
Papew - -
Nematappe -
Pimoutais - -

Packifin - .

Ah tus kew -
Nipahaw - -
Attawoin - -
Pimatife - -
Wabam - -
Aftamoteh -
Egothigog - -
Manteau = -
Shifiagan - -
Aya wa - -
Quimiwoin -

U 2

14T

Ta-gouchin.
Packit-ais.
Icha-quifo.
Nagam.

Qui qui jan.
Cafo tawe.

A co na oune.
‘Tai boitam.
Ni pann.

Ki quaidiwine.
Nimic.

Mih.
O-gitoune.
Wifliniwin.
Ni po wen.
Woi ni mi kaw.
Aninntagoufle.
Ma wi.

Pa-pe.

Na matape win.
Pemouflai.
Panguifhin.
Anokeh.
Nifhi-woes.
Ata wois.
Pematis.

Wab.
Pitta-fi-moufs.
Mi mi nic.
Ambai ma wita.
Sai faigaun.

Aya wan.

Qui mi woin.
After,
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After to-morrow

‘To-day - -

Thereaway -
Much - -
Prefently - .
Make, heart -

This morning -

This night -
Above - -
Below - .
Truly - -
Already - -
Yet, more - -
Yefterday - -
Far - - -
Near - - -
Never - -
No - - -
Yes - - -

By-and-bye -
Always . -
Make hafte -
Itslong fince -

Knifteneaux.

Awis wabank
Anputch -
Netoi -
Michett -
Pichifqua -
Quithipeh -
Shebas -
Tibifcag -
Efpiming -
Tabaffith -
Taboiy -
Safthay -
Minah -
Tacoufhick
Wathow -
Quifhiweac
Nima wecatch
Nima .
Ah . -
Pa-nima -
Ka-ki-kee

Quethepeh
Mewaifha

A GENERAL HISTORY

Algonquin,

Awes wabang.
Non gum.

- Awoité,

Ni bi wa.
Pitchinac.
‘Wai we be.
Shai bas.
De bi cong.
O Kkitchiai,
Ana mai.
Ne da wache.
Sha fhaye.
Mina wa.
Pitchinago.
Wafha.
Paifhou.

Ka wi ka,
Ka wine.
In,
’Pajnima..
Ka qui nick.
Niguim.
Mon wifha.

Some Account of the Chepewyan Indians.

THEY are a numerous people, who confider
the country between the parallels of latitude 6o.
and 63. North, and longitude 100. to 110, Weft,

as
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as their lands or home. They fpeak a copious
language, which is very difficult to be attained,
and furnifhes diales to the various emigrant tribes
which inhabit the following immenfe track of
country, whofe boundary I fhall defcribe*. It
begins at Churchill; and runs along the line of
{eparation between them and the Knifteneaux, up
the Miffinipi to the Ifle a la Croffe, paffing on
through the Buffalo Lake, River Lake, and Por-
tage la Loche : from thience it proceeds by the Elk
River to the Lake of the Hills, and goes directly
Weft to the Peace River ; and up that river to
its fource and tributary waters ; from whence it
proceeds to the waters of the river Columbia ; and
follows that river to latitude 52. 24. North, and
longitude 122. 54. Weft, where the Chepewyans
have the Atnah or Chin nation for their neighbours.
It then takes a line due Weft to the fea-coaft,
within which, the country is poffefled by a people
who fpeak their language+4, and are confequently
defcended from them : there can be no doubt,
therefore, of their progrefs being to the Eaftward.
A tribe of them is even known at the upper eftab-
lithments on the Safkatchiwine; and I do not

_* Thofe of them who' come to trade with us, do not exceed
eight hundred men, and have a fmattering of the Knifteneaux
tongue, in which they carry on their dealings with us.

+ The coaft is inhabited on the North-Weft by the Efkimaux,
and on the Pacific Ocean by a people different from both.
pretend
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pretend to afcertain how far they may follow the
Rocky Mountains to the Eaft.

It is not poffible to form any juft eflimate of
their numbers, but it i1s apparent, neverthelc!s; that
they are by no means proportionate to the vait ex-
tent of their territories, which may, in fome degree,
be attributed to the ravages of the {mall pox, which
are, more or lefs, evident throughout this part of
the continent.

‘The notion which thefe people entertain of the
creation, is of avery fingular nature. They believe
that, at the firft, the globe was one vaft and entire
ocean, inhabited by no living creature, except a
mighty bird, whofe eyes were fire,whofe glances were
lightning, and the clapping of whofe wings were
thunder. Onhisdefcentto the ocean, and touching
it, the earth inftantly arofe, and remained on the fur-
faceof the waters. Thisomnipotent bird then called -
forth all the variety of animals from the earth, except
the Chepewyans, who were produced from a dog;
and this circumftance occafions their averfion to the
flefh of that animal, as well as the people who eat
it.  This extraordinary tradition proceeds to relate,
that the great bird, having finithed his work, made
an arrow, which was to be preferved with great
care, and to rematn untouched ; but that the Che-
pewyanswere fo devoid of underftanding, as to car-
ry it away ; and the facrilege {o enraged the great
bird, that he has never fince appeared.

They
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They have alfo a tradition amongft them, that
they originally came fromanother country, inhabit-
ed by very wicked people, and had traverfed a,
great lake, which was narrow, thallow, and full of
iflands, where they had fuffered great mifery, it
being always winter, with ice and deep fnow. At
the Copper-Mine River, where they made the firft
land, the ground was covered with copper, over
which a body of earth had fince been collected, to
the depth of a man’s height. They believe, alfo,
that in ancient times their anceftors lived till their
feet were worn out with walking, and their throats
with eating. They defcribe a deluge, when the
waters fpread over the whole earth, except the
higheft mountains, on the tops of which they

" preferved themfelves. '

They believe, that inmediately after their death,
they pafs into another world, where they arrive at
a large river, on which they embark in a ftone ca-
noe, and that a gentle current bears them on to an
extenfive lake, in the centre of which is a moft
beautiful ifland; and that, in the view of this de-
lightful abode, they receive that judgment for their
condu& during life, which terminates their final
ftate and unalterable allotment. If their good
ations are declared to predominate, they are landed
upon the ifland, where there is to be no end totheir
happinefs ; which, however, according to thetr no-
tions, confifts in an eternal enjoyment of fenfual

pleafure,

o
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pleafure, and carnal gratification.  But if their bad
a&ions weigh down the balance, the ftone canoe
finks at once, and leaves them up to their chins in
the water, to behold and regret the reward enjoyed
by the good, and eternally ftruggling, but with
unavailing endeavours, to reach the blifsful land,
from which they are excluded for ever.

‘They have fome faint notions of the transmigra-
tion of the foul; fo that if a child be born with
teeth, they inftantly imagine, from its premature
appearance, that it bears a refemblance to fome
perfon who had lived to an advanced period, and
that he has aflumed a renovated life, with thefe
extraordinary tokens of maturity.

The Chepewyans are fober, timorous, and va-
grant, with a felfith difpofition which has fome-
times created fufpicions of their integrity. Their
ftature has nothing remarkable in it ; but though
they are feldom corpulent, they are fometimes ro-
buft. Their complexion is fwarthy ; their features
coarfe, and their hair lank, but not always of a
dingy black ; nor have they univerfally the piercing
eye, which generally animates the Indian counte-
nance. The women have a more agrecable afpet
than the men, but their gait is awkward, which
proceeds from their being accuftomed, nine months
in the year, to travel on fnow-fhoes and drag fled-
ges of a weight from two to four hundred

pounds. They are very {ubmiffive to their hus-
bands
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bands, who have, however, their fits of jealoufy ;
and, for very trifling caufes, treat them with {uch
cruelty as fometimes to occafion their death. They
are frequently objets of traffic ; and the father
poflefles the right of difpofing of his daughter*,
The men in general extralt their beards, though
fome of themsare feen to prefer a buthy, black
beard, to a {fmooth chin. They cut their hair in
various forms, or leave it in a long, natural flow,
according as their caprice or fancy {uggefts. The
women always wear it in great length, and fome of
them are very attentive to its arrangement. If
they at any time appear defpoiled of their treffes, it
is to be efteemed a proof of the hufband’s jealoufy,
and is confidered as a feverer punithment than ma-
nual correCtion. Both fexes have blue or black
bars, or from one to four ftraight lines on their
cheeks or forehead, to diftinguith the tribe to
which they belong, Thefe marks are either ta-
tooed, or made by drawing a thread, dipped in the:
neceflary colour, beneath the fkin.

There are no.people more attentive to the com-
forts of their drefs, or lefs anxious refpecting its
exterior appearance. In the winter it is compofed
of the fkins of deer, and their fawns, and drefled
as fine as any chamois leather, in the hair. In the
fummer their apparel is the fame, except that it is

* Theydo not, ho@ever, fell them as flaves, butas com panionsto
thofe who arefuppofed tolive more comfortably than themfelves,

X prepared
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prepared without the hair. Their (hoes and leg-
gins are fewn together, the latter reaching upwards
to the middle, and being fupported by a belt, under
which a fmall piece of leather is drawn to co-
ver the private parts, the ends of which fall down
~both before and behind. 1In the fhoes they put
the hair of the moofe or rein-deer with additional
pieces of leather as focks. The fhirt or coat,
when girted round the waift, reaches to the middle
of the thigh, and the mittens are fewed to the
fleeves, or are {ufpended by ftrings from the fhoul-
ders. A ruffor tippet {urrounds the neck, and the
fkin of the head of the deer forms a curious kind
of cap. A robe, made of feveral deer or fawn
fkins fewed together, covers the whole. This drefs

_is worn fingle or double, but always in the

winter, with the hair within and without. Thus
arrayed, a Chepewyan will lay himfelf down
on the ice in the middle of a lake, and repofe in
comfort; though he will fometimes find a difficulty
in the morning to difencumber himfelf from the
fnow drifted on him during the nighr. If in his
paflage he thould be in want of provifion, he cuts
an hole in the ice, when he feldom fails of taking
fome trout or pike, whofe eyes he inftantly {coops.
out, and eats as a great delicacy ; but if they (hould
not be fufficient to fatisfy his appetite, he will, in
this neceflity make his meal of the fith in its raw
ftate; but, thofe whom I {faw, preferred to drefs their

' vi¢tuals
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victuals when circumftances admitted the neceflary
preparation. When they are in that part of their
country which does not produce a fufficient quan-
tity of wood for fuel, they are reduced to the fame

exigency, though they generally dry their meat in
the fun.*

The drefs of the women differs from that of the
men. ‘Their leggins are tied below the knee; and
their coat or fhift is wide, hanging down to the
ancle, and is tucked up at pleafure by means of a
belt, which is faftened round the waift. Thofe
who have children have thefe garments made very

* The provifion called Pemican, on which the Chepewyans,
as well as the other favages of this country, chiefly fubfiftin
their journies, is prepared in the following manner. The lean
parts of the flefh of the largeranimals are cut in thin flices, and
are placed on a wooden grate over a flow fire, or expofed to
the fun, and fometimes to the froft. Thefe operations dry it,
and in that ftate it is pounded between two ftones : it will then
keep with care for feveral years. Ify however, it is kept in
large quantities, it is difpofed to ferment in the {pring of the year
when it muft be expofed to the air, or it will foon decay. The
infide fat, and that of the rump, which is much thicker in
thefe wild than our domeftic animals, is melted down and
mixed, in a boiling ftate, with the pounded meat, in equal pro-
portions : it is then put in bafkets or bags for the convenience
of carrying it. ‘Thus it becomes a nutritious food, and is eaten,
without any further preparation, or the addition of fpice, falt,
or any vegetable or farinaceous fubftance. A little time recon-
ciles it to the palate. There is another fort made with the ad-
dition of marrow and dried berries, which is of a fuperior
quality.

X2 fulk
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full about the thoulders, as when they are travelling
they carry their infants upon their backs, next their
tkin, in which fituation they are perfectly comfor-
table and in a pofition convenient to be fuckled:
Nor do they difcontinue to give their milk to
them till they have another child. Child-birth is
not the object of that tender care and ferious atten-
tion among the favages as it is among civilifed
people. At this period no part of their ufual oc-
cupation is omitted, and this continual and regu-
lar exercife muft contribute to the welfare of the
mother, both in the progrefs of parturition and in
the moment of delivery. The women have a fin-
gular cuftom of cutting off a fmall piece of the
navel - string of the new- born children, and hang
it about their necks: they are alfo curious in the
covering they make for it, which they decorate with
porcupine’s quills and beads.

Though the women are as much in the power
of the men, as any other articles of their property,
they are always confulted, and poffefs a very con-
fiderable influence in the traffic with Europeans,
and other important concerns.

Plurality of wives is common among them, and
the ceremony of marriage is of a very fimple nature.
The girls are betrothed at very early period to
thofe whom the parents think the beft able to fup-
port them: nor is the inclination of the woman
confidered.  'Whenever a feparation takes place,

which
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which fometimes happens, it depends entirely on
the will and pleafure of the hufband. In common
with the other Indians of this country, they have a
cuftom refpeQing the periodical ftate of a woman,
which is rigoroufly obferved : at that time themuft
feclude herfelf from fociety. They are not even
allowed in that fituation to keep the fame path as
the men, when travelling : and it 1s confidered a
great breach of decency for a woman fo cir-
cumftanced to touch any utenfils of manly occu-
pation. Such a circumftance is fuppofed to defile
them, fo that their fubfequent ufe would be fol-
lowed by certain mifchief or misfortune. There
are particular fkins which the women never touch,
as of the bear and wolf; and thofe animals the
men are feldom known to kill.

They are not remarkable for their alivity as
hunters, which is owing to the eafe with which
they fnare deer and fpear fith : and thefe occupa-
tions are not beyond the ftrength of their old men,
women, and boys : fo that they participate in thofe
laborious occupations, which among their neigh-
bours, are confined to the women. They make
war on the Efquimaux, who cannot refift their
fuperior numbers, and put them to death, as it is a
principle with them never to make prifoners. At
the fame time they tamely fubmit to the Knifte-
neaux, who are not fo numerous as themf{elves,

when they treat them as enemies.
‘ They
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They do not affe&t that cold referve at meeting,
either among themfelves or ftrangers, which is com-
mon with the Knifteneaux, but communicate mu-
tually, andat once, all the information of which they
are poflefled. Nor are they roufed like them from
an apparent torpor toa ftate of great ativity. 'They
are confequently more uniform in this refpect,
though they are of a very perfevering difpofition
when their intereft is concerned,

As thefe people are not addicted to {pirituous
liquors, they have a regular and uninterrupted ufe
of their underf’canding, which is always directed to
the advancement of their own intereft ; and this
difpofition, as may be readily imagined, fometimes
occafions them to be charged with fraudulent ha-
bits. They will fubmit with patience to the feve-
reft treatment, when they are confcious that they
deferve it, but will never forget or forgive any
wanton or unneceflary rigour. A moderate con-
duct I never found to fail, nor do I hefitate to re- .
prefent them, altogether, as the moft peaceable
tribe of Indians known in North America,

. There are conjurers and high-priefts, but I was
not prefent at any of their ceremonies ; though
they certainly operate in an extraordinary manner
on the imaginations of the people in the cure of
diforders. 'Their principal maladies are, rheuma-
tic pains, the flux and confumption. The venereal
complaint is very common ; but though its progrefs

1s
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is flow, it gradually undermines the conttitution, and
brings on premature decay. They have recourfe
to fuperftition for their cure, and charms are their
only remedies, except the bark of the willow,
which being burned and reduced to powder, is
ftrewed upon green wounds and ulcers, and places
contrlved for promoting perfpiration. Of the ufe
of ﬁmples and plants they have no knowledge,
nor can it be expected, as their country does nos
produce them.

Though they have enjoyed fo long an intercourfe
with Europeans, their country is fo barren, as not
to be capable of producing the ordinary neceflaries
naturally introduced by fuch a communication ;
and they continue, in a great meafure, their own in-
convenient and awkward modes of taking their
game and preparing it when taken. Sometimes
they drive the deer into the {mall lakes, where they
fpear them, or force them into inclofures, where the
bow and arrow are employed againft them. Thefe
animals are alfo taken in fhares made of fkin. In
the former inftance the game is divided among
thofe who have been engaged in the purfuit of it.
In the latter it is confidered as private property ;
neverthelefs, any unfuccefsful hunter paffing by,
may take a deer fo caught, leaving the head, fkin,
and faddle forthe owner. Thus, though they have
no regular government, as every man is lord in his
own family, they are influenced, more or lefs, by cer-

tain
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tainprinciples which conduce to their general benefit.
In their quarrels with each other, they very rare-
ly proceed to a greater degree of violence than js
occafioned by blows, wreftling, and pulling of the
hair, while their abufive language confifts in ap-
'plying the name of the moft offenfive animal to
the object of their difpleafure, and adding the term
ugly, and chiay, or ftill-born.* :
Their arms and domeftic apparatus, in addition
to the articles procured from Europeans, are {pears,
bows, and arrows, fithing-nets, and lines made of
green deer-tkin thongs. They have alfo nets for
taking the beaver as he endeavours to efcape from
his lodge when it is broken open. It is fet in g
particular manner for the purpofe, and a man is
employed to watch the moment when he enters the
{nare, or he would foon cut his way through it.
He 1s then thrown upon the ice, where he remains
as if he had no life in him. |
The fnow-fhoes are of very fuperior work-
manfhip. The inner part of their frame is ftraight,
the outer one is curved, and it is pointed at both
ends, with that in front turned up. They are alfo
laced with great neatnefs with thongs made of
deer fkin. 'The fledges are formed of thin flips
of board turred up alfo in front, and are
highly polithed with crooked knives, in order to

* This name is alfo applicable to the fetus of an animal,
when killed, which is confidered as one of the greateft delicacies.

flide
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flide along with facility. Clofe-grained wood is,
on that account, the beft ; but theirs are made of
the red or {wamp {pruce-fir tree.

The country, which thefe people claim as their
land, has a very {mall quantity of earth, and pro-
duces little or no wood or herbage. Its chief vege-
table fubftance is the mofs, on which the deer feed;
and a kind of rock mofs, which, in times of {carcity,
preferves the lives of the natives. When boiled
in water, it diffolves into a clammy, glutinous,
fubftance, that affords a very fufficient nourifbhment.
But, notwithftanding the barren ftate of their coun-
try, with proper care and economy, thefe people
might live in great comfort, for the lakes abound
with fith, and the hills are covered with deer.
"Though, of all the Indian people of this continent
they are confidered as the moft provident, they fuf-
- fer feverely at certain feafons, and particularly in the
dead of winter, when they are under the neceffity of
retiring to their fcanty, ftinted woods. To the
Weftward of them the mufk-ox may be found,
but they have no dependence on it as an article of
fuftenance. ‘There are alfo large hares, a few white
wolves, peculiar to their country, and feveral kinds
of foxes, with white and grey partridges, &c. The
beaver and moofedeer they do not find till they
come within 6o. degrees North latitude; and the
buffalo is ftill further South. That animal is known
to frequent an higher latitude to the Weftward of

' Y their
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their country. Thefe people bring pieces of beau-
tiful variegated marble, which are found on the
furface of the earth. It is eafily worked, bears a
fine polifh, and hardens with time ; it endures heat,
and 1s manufactured into pipes or calumets, as they
are very fond of fmoking tobacco ; a luxury which
the Europeans communicated to them.

Their amufements or recreations are but few.
Their mufic is fo inharmonious, and their dancing
fo awkward, that they might be fuppofed to be
alhamed of both, as they very feldom praétife
either. 'They alfo fhoot at marks, and play at the
games common among them ; but in fa& they pre-
fer fleeping to either; and the greater part of their
time is paffed in procuring food, and refting from
the toil neceffary to obtain it R

They are alfo of a querulous difpofition, and are
continually making complaints ; which they exprefs
by a conftant repetition of the word eduiy, < it is
hard, ” in a whining and plaintive tone of voice.

They are {uperititious in the extreme, and almoft

‘every action of their lives, however trivial, is more

or lefs influenced by fome whimfical notion. 1 ne-
ver obferved that they had any particular form of
geligious worfhip ; but as they believe in a good
and evil fpirit, and a ftate of future rewards and
punifhments, they cannot be devoid of religious
ampreffions. At the fame time they manifeft a de-

: S cided
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cided unwillingnefs to make any communications
on the {ubjeét.

The Chepewyans have been accufed of abandon-
ing their aged and infirm people to perifh, and of
not burying their dead ; but thefe are melancholy
neceffities, which proceed from their wandering way
of life. 'They are by no means univerfal, for it 1s
within my knowledge, that a man, rendered help-
lefs by the palfy, was carried about for many years,
with the greateft tendernefs and attention, ull he

died a natural death. That they fhouid not bury -

their dead in their own country cannot be imputed
to them as a cuftom arifing from a favage infenfi-
bility, as they inhabit fuch high latitudes that the
ground never thaws; but it is well known, that
when they are in the woods, they cover their dead
with trees. Befides, .they manifeft no common
refpec to the memory of their departed friends, by
a long period of mourning;, cutting off their hair,
and never making ufe of the property of the decea-
fed. Nay, they frequently deftroy or facrifice their
own, as a token of regret and f{orrow.

If there be any people who, from the barren ftate
of their country, might be fuppofed to be cannibals
by nature, thefe people, from the difficulty they, at
times, experience in procuring food, might be lia-

ble to that imputation. But, inall my knowledge

" of them, T never was acquainted with one inftance
of that difpofition ; nor among all the natives which
Y 2 1
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I met with in a route of five thoufand miles, did I
fee or hear of an example of cannibalifm, but fuch
as arofe from that irrefiftible neceflity, which has
been known to impel even the mo{‘c civilifed people
to eat each other.

Examples of the Chepewyan Tongues.

Man - - " - Dinnie.
Woman - - - Chequois.
Young man - - Quelaquis.
Young woman - - Quelaquis chequoi.
My fon - - - Zi azay.
My daughter - - = Zi lengay.
My hufband - - Zidinnie.
My wife - - - Zi zayunai.
My brother - - Zi raing,.
My father - - - Zitah,
My mother - - Zi nah.
My grandfather - ~ Zi unai.
Me or my - - - See.
I - - . - Ne.
You - - - Nun.
"They - - - Be.
Head - . - Edthie.
Hand - - - Law.
Leg -, - - Edthen.
Foot . - - Cuh.
Eyes - - - Nackhay.
Teeth - - - Goo.

~ Side - - - Rac-hey.
Belly . . - Bitt.,

Tongue
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Tongue - -
Hair - -
Back - -

Blood - -
The Knee -
Clothes or Blanket
Coat - -
Leggin - -
Shoes - -
Robe or Blanket -
Sleeves - -
Mittens - -
Cap - -
Swan - -
" Duck - -
Goofe - re

White partridge -
Grey partridge -

Buffalo - -
Moofe deer -
Rein-deer - -
Beaver - -
Bear - -
Otter - -
Martin - -
‘Wolvereen -
Wolf - -
Fox - -
Hare - -
Dog - -
Beaver-fkin -
Otter-fkin - -
Moofe-fkin -
Fot - -

Greafe - -

Meat - -

Edthu.
‘Thiegah.
Lofleh.
Dell.
Cha-gutt.
Etlunay.
Eeh.
Thell.
Kinchee.
Thuth.
Bah.
Geefe.
Sah.
Kagouce.
Keth.
Gah.
Cafs bah.
Deyee.
Giddy.
Dinyai.
Edthun.
Zah.
Zafs.
Naby-ai.
Thah.
Naguiyai.

Yefs ( Nouneay. )

Naguethey.

" Cah.

Sliengh.

Zah thith.
Naby-ai thith.
Deny-ai thith.
Xcah.

Thlefs.

Bid.

159
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Pike - - - Uldiah.
White-fith a - Slouey.

Trout - - - Slouyzinai.
Pickerel - - « O'Gah.

Fifhhook - - -+« Ge-eth,

Fifhline - - - Clulez.

One - - - Slachy.

Two - - - Naghur.

Three - - - Tagh-y.

Four - - - Dengk-y.

Five - - ~ Safoulachee,

Six - - - Alki tar-hy-y.
Seven - - -

Eight - - - Alki deing-hy.
Nine - - .~ Cakina hanoth-na,
Ten - - . -~ Ca noth na.
Twenty - - ~ Naghur cha noth na.
Fire - - - Counn.

Water . - « Toue.

Waod - - .~ Dethkin.

Tce - - . - Thun.

Snow - - . - Yath,

Rain - - - Thinnelfee.
Lake - - - Teuey.

River - - - Tefle.

Mountain - - - Zeth.

Stone -~ - - Thaih.

Berries - - - Gui-eh.

Hot - - - Edowh.

Cold - - - Edzah.

Hland - - - Nouey.

Gun - - - Telkithy.
Powder - _— - Telkithy counna.
Knife - - - Befs.

Axe - - - Thynle.

i‘{egon - - - } Sah. Red
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Red - -
Black - -
Trade, or barter
Good -
Not good -
Stinking -
Bad, ugly -
Long fince -
Now, to-day
‘To-morrow -

By-and-bye, or prefently
Houfe, or lodge -

Canoe -
Door - -
Leather-lodge -
Chief -
Mine - -
His - -
Yours' -
Large -
Small, or little -
1 Jove you -
I hate you -

Y am to be pitied

My relation -
Give me water

‘Give me meat -
Give me fith -
Give me meat to eat
Give me water to drink
Is it far off -

Is it near -

1t is not far -

it is not near -

How many

Deli coufe.
Dell zin.
Na-houn-ny.
Leyzong.
Leyzong houlley.
Geddey.
Slieney.
Galladinna.
Ganneh.
Gambeh.
Carahoulleh.
Cooen.
Shaluzee.
The o ball.
N’abalay.
Buchahudry.
Zidzy.
Bedzy.
Nuntzy.
Unfhaw.
Chautah.
Ba ehoinichdinh.
Bucnoinichadinh hillay.
Eft-chouneft-hinay.
Sy lod, innay.
Teo hanniltu,
Beds-hanniltu.
Sloeeh anneltu.
Bid Barheether.
To Barhithen.
Netha uzany.
Nilduay uzany.
Nitha-hillai.
Nilduay.
Etlaneldey.
What

-
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‘What call you him, or that -  Etla houllia,

Come here -~ - Yeudeflay.

Pain, or fuffering - I-yah.

It’s hard - - Eduyah.

You lie - - Untzee.

‘What then - - Edlaw-gueh. .
e
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JOURNAL

OF A

VOYAGE, &c.

CHAPTER 1.

Embarked at Fort Chepewyan, on the Lake of the Hills, iz com-
pany with M, Le Roux. Aeccount of the party, provi-

" frons, 8¢, Direction of the courfe. Enter one of the bran-
ches of the Lake. Arrivein the Peace River. Appearance
of the land. Navigation of the river. Arrive at the mouth
of the Dog River.  Succeffive defeription of feveral carrying
Places. A canoelof? in one of the Falls.  Encamp on Poing
de Rocke. Courfe continued. ~ Set the nets, &c. Arrive
at the Slave Lake. The weather extremely cold. Banks
of the river deferibed, with its trees, Soil, &e.  Account
of the animal productions, and the fifbery of the Lake, Obli-
ged to wait till the moving of the ice.  Three families of
Indians arvive from Athabafea. . Beavers, geefe, and
Jwans killed.  The nets endangered by ice.  Re-imbark and
land on a fmall ifland. Courfe continued alomg the fhores,
and acrofs the bays of the Lake. Various fucceffes of the
bunters.  Steer for an ifland where there was plenty of
cranberries and fmall enions.  Kill feveral yein deer,
Land on an ifland named Ifle & la Cacke. Clouds of
mufquitoes. )

June 1789.
( Wednef. 3.) i‘ & E embarked at nine o’clock in the

morning, at Fort Chepewyan, on the Seuth fide of the
Vol L Z Lake
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Lake of the Hills, in latitude §8. 4o. North, and
longitude 110. 30. Weft from Greenwich, compafs
fixteen degrees variation Eaft, in a canoe made of birch
bark. The crew confifted of four Canadians, two of
whom were attended by their wives, and a German; we
were accompanied alfo by an Indian, who had acquired
the title of Englifh Chief, and his two wives, in a {mall
canoe, with two young Indians; his followers in another
fimall canoe. Thefe men were engaged to ferve us in the
twofold capacity of interpreters and hunters.  This Indian
was one of the followers of the chief who condu&ted Mr.,
Hearne to the copper-mine river, and has fince beén a
principal leader of his countrymen who were in the habit
of carrying furs to Churchill Fattory, Hudfon’s Bay,
and till of late very much attached to the intereft of
that company. Thefe circumftances procured him the
appellation of the Englifh Chief.

We were alfo accompanied by a canoe that I had
equipped for the purpofe of trade, and given the charge of
to M. Le Roux, one of the Company’s clerks. In this
I was obliged to fhip part of our provifion; which, with
the clothing neceffary for us on the voyage, a proper
affortment of the articles of merchandize as prefents, to
enfure us a friendly reception among the Indians, and the
ammunition and arms requifte for defence, as well as a
fupply for our hunters, were more than our own canoe
could carry; but by the time we fhould part company,
there was every reafon to {uppofe that our expenditure
would make fufficient room for the whole.

We proceeded twenty-one miles to the Weft, and then
took a courfe of nine miles to North-North-Weft, when
' we
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we entered the river, or one of the branches of the lake, of
which there are feveral. We then fteered North five
miles, when our courfe changed for two miles to North=-
Faft, and here at feven in the evening we landed and pitched
our tents. One of the hunters killed a goofe, and a couple
of ducks; at the fame time the canoe was taken out of the
water, to be gummed, which neceffary bufinefs was effectual-

ly performed.

( Thurflay 4. ) We embarkedat four this morning, and
proceeded North-North-Eaft half a mile, North one mile
and a half, Weft two miles, North-Weft two miles, Weft-
North-Weft one mile and a half, North-North-Weft half
a mile, and Weft-North-Weft two miles, when this branch
lofes itfelf in the Peace River. It is remarkable, that the
currents of thefe various branches of the lake, when the
Peace River is high, as in May and Auguft, run into the
lake, which in the other mouths of the year returns ite
waters to them ; whence to this place, the branch is not
more than two hundred yards wide, nor lefs than an
hundred and twenty. The banks are rather low, except
in one place, where an huge rock rifes above them. The
low land is covered with wood, fuch as white birch, pines
of different kinds, with the poplar, three kinds of willow,
and the liard.

The Peace River is upwards of a mile broad at this fpot,
and its current is {tronger than that of the channel which
communicates with the lake. It here, indecd, affumes the
name of the Slave River.¥ The courfe of this day was as

* The Slave Indians having been driven from their original
country, by their enemies the Knifteneau, along the borders
of this part of the river, it received that title, though it by no

Z 2 follows :
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follows :—North-Weft two miles, North-North-Wetft,
through iflands, fix miles, North four miles ard a half,
Notth by Eaft two miles, Weft by North fix miles, North
one mile, North-Eaft by Eaft two miles, North one mile,
‘We now defcended a rapid, and proceeded North-Weft
feven miles and a half, North-Weft nine miles, North by
Welt fix miles, North-Weft by Weft one mile and a half,
North-Weft by North half a mile, North-North-Weft
fix miles, North one mile, North- Weft by Weft four miles,
North-North-Eaft one mile. Here we arrived at the
mouth of the Dog River, where we landed, and unloaded
our canoes, at half paft feven in the evening, on the Eaft
fide, and clofe by the rapids. At this ftation the river is
near two leagues in breadth.

(Friday §.) At three o’clock in the morning we embarked,
but unloaded our canoes at the firft rapid. When we had
reloaded, we entered a fmall channel, which is formed by
the iflands,and, in about half an hour, we came to the carry-
ing place. It is three hundredand eighty paces inlength,
and very commodious, except at the further end of it,. We
found fome difficulty in reloading at this ipot, from the large
quantity of ice which had not yet thawed. From hence
to the next carrying place, called the Portage d’ Embarras,
is about fix miles, and is occafioned by the drift wood fil-
ling up the fmall channel, which is one thoufand and
twenty paces in length ; from hence to the next is one mile
and a half, while the diftance to that which fucceeds, does
not exceed one hundred and fifty yards. It is about the
fame length as the laft ; and from hence to the carrying

means involves the idea of fervitude, but was given to thefe fu-
gitives as a term of reproach, that denoted more than common

favagenefs.
places.
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places called the Mountain, is about four miles further,
when we entered the great River. The fmaller one, or
the channel affords by far the beft paffage as it is without
hazard of any kind, though 1 believe a fhorter courfe would
be found on the outfide of the iflands, and without fo many
carrying places. That called the Mountain is three hun-
dred and thirty-five paces in length; from thence to the
next, named the Pelican, there is about a mile of dangerous
rapids. The landing is very fteep, and clofe to the fall.
The length of this carrying-place is eight hundred and
twenty paces.

The whole of the party were now employed in taking the
baggage and the canoe up the hill,  One of the Indian ca-
noes went down the fall, and was dafhed to pieces. The
woman who had the management of it, by quitting it in
time preferved her life, though fhe loft the little property
it contained.

The courfe from the place'we quitted in the morning is
about North-Weft, and comprehends a diflance of fifteen
miles. From hence to the next and laft carrying place, is
about nine miles ; in which diftance there are three rapids :
courfe North-Weft by Weft. The carryingpath 1s very
bad, and five hundred and thirty-five paces in length.
Our canoes being lightened, paffed on the outfide of the
oppofite ifland, which renderedthe carrying of the baggage
very fhort indeed, being not more than the length ofa
canoe. In the year 1786, five men were drowned, and
fome packages loft in the rapids on the other fide of the
river, which occafioned this place to be called the Poriage
des Noyés. They were proceeding to the Slave Lake, in
the fall of that year, under the direction of Mr. Cuthbert

Grant.
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Grant. 'We proceeded from henee fix miles, and encamp-
ed on Point de Roche, at half paft five in the afternaon.
The men and Indians were very much fatigued ; but the
hunters had provided feven geefe, a beaver, and four ducks.

We embarked at half paft two in the morning, and
fieered North-Weft by North twenty-one miles, North-
Weft by Weft five miles, Weft-North-Weflt four miles,
Weft fix miles, doubleda point North-North-Eaft one
mile, Eaft five miles, North two miles, North-Weft by
North one mile and a half, Weft-North-Weft three miles,
North-Eaft by Eaft two miles, doubled a point one mile
and a half, Weft by North nine miles, North-Weft by
Weft fix miles, North-North-Weft five miles ; here we
landed at fix o’clock in the evening, unloaded, and en-
camped, Nets were alfo fet in a {mall adjacent river.
"We had an head wind during the greater part of the day,
and the weather was become f{o cold that the Indians were
obliged to make ufe of their mittens. In this day’s pro-
grefs we killed feven geefe and fix ducks,

(Sunday %. ) At half paft three we renewed our voyage,
and proceeded Weft-North-Weft one mile, round an
ifland one mile, North-Weft two miles and a half, South
by Weft three miles, Weft-South-Weft one mile, South-
Weft by South halfa mile, North- Weft three miles, Weft-
North-Weft three miles and a half, North-Weft three mi-
les, North-"Weft by North four miles, North two miles and
ahalf, North-Weft by North two miles, The rain, which
had prevailed forfometime, now came on with fuchviolence,
that we were obliged to land and unlead, to prevent the goods
and baggage from getting wet ; the weather, however, foon

cleared up, fo that we reloaded the canoe, and got under way.
We
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‘We now continued our courfe North ten miles, Weftone
mile and a half, and North one mile and a half, when the
rain came on again, and rendered it abfolutely neceffary for
us to get on fhore for the night, at about half paft threc.
We had a ftrong North-North-Eaft wind throughout the
day, which greatly impeded uvs. M. Le Roux, however,
with his party, paffed on in fearch of a landing place more
agreeable to them. The Indians killed a couple of geefe,
and as many ducks. The rain continued through the re-
maining part of the day. :

(Monday 8. ) The night was very boifterous, and the
rain did not ceafe till two in the afternoon of this day ; but
as the wind did not abate of its violence, we were prevented
from proceeding till the morrow.

(Tuefday 9.) We embarked at half paft two in the
morning, the weather being calm and foggy. Soon after
our two young men joined us, whom we had not feen for
two days; but during their abfence they had killed four
beavers and ten geefe.  After a courfe of one mile North-
‘Weft by North, we obferved an opening on the right,
which we took for a fork of the river, but it proved to be
alake. We returned and fteered South-Weft by Weft
one mile and a half, Weft-South-Weft one mile and a
half, Weft one mile, when we entered avery fmall branch
of the river on the Eaft bank, at the mouth of which I was -
informed there had been a carrying place, owing to the
quantity of drift wood, which then filled up the paffage, but
has fince been carried away. The courfe of this river is
meandering, and tends to the North, and in about ten
miles falls into the Slave Lake, where we arrived atnine in
the morning, when we found agreat change in the weather,

' as
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as it was become extremely cold, The lake was entirely
covered with ice, and did not feem in any degree to
have given way, but near the fhore. The gnats and
mufkitoes, which were very troublefome during our paffage
along the river, did not venture to accompany us to this
colder region, - '

The banks of the river both above and below the rapids,
were on both fides covered with the various kinds of wood
common te this country ; particularly the Weftern fide ;
the land being lower and confitting of a rich foil. This
artificial ground is carried down by the ftream, and reits
upon drift wood, fo as to be eight or ten feet deecp. The
eaftern banks are more elevated, and the foil 2 yellow clay
mixed with gravel ; fo that the trees are neither fo large or
Nnumerous as on the oppofite thore. The ground was not
thawed above fourteen inches in depth; notwithftanding
the leaf was at its full growth ; while along the lake there
was fcarcely any appearance of verdure.

The Indians_ informed me, that, at a very fmall diftance
from either bank of the river, are very extenfive plains,
frequented by large herds of buffaloes ; while the moofe and
rein-deer keep in the woods that border on it. The bea~
vers, which are in great numbers, build their habitations
in the {mall lakes and rivers, as in the larger ftreams, the
ice carries every . thing along with it, during the {pring.
The mud banks in the river are covered with wild fowl ;
and we this morning killed two fwans, ten geefe, and one
beaver, without {uffering the delay of an hour ; fo that we
- mighthave foon filled the canoe with them, if that had been
our object.

From the f{mall river we fteered Eaft, along the infide
of
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of a long fand bank, covered with drift wood and enlivened
by a few willows, which ftretches on asfar as the hoyfes
ereCted by Meflvs, Grant and Le Roux, in 1786. We
often ran aground, as for five fucceflive miles_the depth of
the water no where excecded three feet. There we found
our people, who had arrived early in the morning, and
whom we had not feen fince the preceding Sunday, We
now unloaded the canoe, and pitched our tents, as there
was every appearance that we fthould be obliged to remain
here for fome time. I then ordered the nets to be fet, as
it was abfolutely neceffary that the ftores provided for our
futare voyage fhould remain untouched. The fith we
now caught were carp, poiflon inconnu, wh te fith, and
trout.

( Wednef. 10. ) It rained during the greateft part of the
preceding night, and the weather did not clear up till the
afternoon of this day. This circumftance had very much
weakened the ice, and I fenttwo of the Indians on an hunt-
ing party to a lake at the diftance of nine miles, which,
ithey informed me, was frequented by animals of various
'kinds. Our fithery this day was not fo abundant as it had
‘been on the preceding afternoon.

( Thurday 11.) The weather was fine and clear with
fa flrong westerly wind. The women were employed in
Kgathermg berries of different forts, of which there are great
@lenty, and I accompanied one of my peaple to a fmall
adjacent ifland, where we picked up fome dozens of
fwan, geefe, and duck-eggs; we alfo kilied a couple of
ducks and a goofe.

In the evening the Indians returned, without having
feen any of the larger animals. A {wan and a grey crane

Vol. L. Aa wete
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were the only fruits of their expedition. We caught no
other fifh but a fmall quantity of pike, which is too com-
mon to be a favourite food with the people of the country.
The ice moved a little to the eaftward,

(Friday 12.) The weather continued the fame as
yefterday, and the mufguitoes began to vifit us in great
numbers. The ice moved again in the fame direction,
and I afcended an hill, but could not perceive that it
was broken in the middle of the lake. The hunters killed
a goofe and three ducks.

( Saturday 13.) Theweather was cloudy, and the wind
changeable till about {un-fet, when it fettled in the north.
It drove back the ice which was now very much broken
along the fhore, and covered eur nets.  One of the hunters
who had been at the Slave River the preceding eve-
ning, returned with three beavers and fourteen geefe. He
was accompanied by three families of Indians, who left
Athabafca the fame day as myfelf : they did not bring me
any fowl ; and they pleaded in excufe, that they had
travelled with fo much expedition, as to prevent them
from procuring fufficient provifions for themfelves. Bya
meridian line, I found the variation of the compafs to be
about twenty degrees eaft.

( Sunday 14.) The weather was clear and the wind
remained in the fame quarter. The ice was much broken,
and driven to the fide of the lake, fo that we were apprehen«
five for the lofs of our nets, as they could not, at prefent, be
extricated. At fun-fet there was an appearance of a vio-
lent guft of wind from the fouthward, as the {ky became
on a fudden, in that quarter, of a very dufky blue colour,
and the lightning was very frequent, But inflead of wind

' there
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there came on a very heavy rain, which promifed to dimi«
nifh the quantity of broken ice.

(Monday 15.) In the morning, the bay flill continued
to be fo full of ice, that we could not get at our nets.
‘About noon, the wind veered to the Weftward, and not
only uncovered the nets, but cleared a paffage to the
oppofite iflands. When we raifed the nets we found
them very much fhattered, and but few fith taken. We
now ftruck our tents, and embarked at fun-fet, when we
made the traverfe, which was about eight miles North-
Eaft by North in about two hours. At half paft eleven
P. M. we landed on a fmall ifland and proceeded to gum
the canoe. At this time the atmofphere was fufficiently
clear to admit of reading or writing without the aid of ar-
tificial light. 'We had not feen a ftar fince the feeond day
after we left Athabafca. About twelve o’clock, the moon
made its appearance above the tops of the trees, the lower
horn being in a ftate of eclipfe, which continued for about

fix minutes, in a cloudlefs fky.

I took foundings three times in the courfe of the traverse,
when I found fix fathoms water, with a muddy bottom.

(Tuefday 16.) We were prevented from embarking
this morning by a very ftrong wind from the North, and
the vaft quantity of floating ice. Some trout were caught
with the hook and line, but the net was not fo f uccefsful.
T had an obfervation which gave 61. 28, North latitude.

The wind becoming moderate, we embarked about one,
taking a North-Weft courfe, through iflands of ten miles,

in which we took in a confiderable quantity of water,
Aa 2 After
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After making feveral traverfes, we landed at five P. M. angl
having pitched our tents, the hooks, lines, and nets, were

immediately fet. During the courfe of the day there
was ‘occafional thunder.

" (Wednef. 17.) We proceeded, and taking up our nets
as we paffed, we found no more than feventeen fith, and
were ftopped within a mile by the ice. The Indians,
however, brought us back to a point where our fithery
‘was very fuccefiful. They proceeded alfo on an hunting
party, as well as to difcover a paffage among the iflands ;
‘but at three in the afternoon they returned without having
fucceeded in either obje&t. We were, however, in ex-
petation, that, as the wind blew very ftrong, it would force
a paffage. About fun-fet, the weather became overcaft,
with thunder, lightning, and rain. :

(Thurfday 18.) The nets were taken up at four this
‘morning with abundance of fith, and we fteered North-
Weft four miles, where the ice again prevented our pro-
grels. A South-Eaft wind drove it among the iflands, in
fuch a manner as to impede our paffage, and we could per-
ceive at fome diftance a-head, that it was but little broken.
‘We now fet our nets in four fathom water. Two of our
‘hunters had killed a rein-deer and its fawn. They had
met'with two Indian families, and in the evening, a man
belonging to one of them, paid us a vifit : he informed
me, that theice had not ftirred on the fide of the ifland op-
pofite to us. Thefe people live entirely on fith, and were
waiting to crofs the lake as foon as it fhould be clear of ice.

( .Friday 19. ) This morning our nets were unpre-
‘ductive, as'they yielded us no more than fix fith, which
were
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were of a very bad kind. In the forenoon, the Indians
proceeded to the large ifland oppofite to-us; in fearch of game.
The ‘weather was cloudy, and the wind changeable : at the
fa me time,e were peftered by mufquitoes, though, in a
great meafure, furrounded with ice.

( Saturday 20.) We took up our nets, but without any
fith. It rained very hard during the night and this morn-
ing : neverthelefs, M. Le Roux and his people went
back to the point which we had quitted on the 18th. [
promised to fend for them ; but as I was watching fora
paffage through the ice, I did not think it prudent to
move till I could obtain jt. It rained at intervals till
about five o’clock ; when we loaded our canoe, and fteered
for the large ifland, Weft fix miles. When we came to
the point of it, we found a great quantity of ice; we,
however, fet onr nets, and foon caught plenty of fith.
In our way thither we met our hunters, but they had ta-
ken nothing. 1 took foundings at an hundred yards from
the ifland, when we were in twenty-one fathom water.
‘Here we found abundance of cranberties and fmall {pring
onions. I now difpatched two men for M. LeRoux, and
his people.

(Sunday 21.) A Southerly wind blew through the
night, and drove the ice to the Northward. Thetwo men
‘whom I had fent to M. Le Roux, returned at eight this
morning ; they parted with him at a {fmall diftance from
us, but the wind blew fo hard, that he was obliged to put
to thore. Havingaglimpfe of the fun, whenitwas twelve
by my watch, I found the latitude 61. 34. North latitude.
‘At two in the afternoon, M. Le Roux, and his people ar-
rived. At five, the ice being almoft all driven paft to the
North-ward, we accordingly embarked; and fteered Weft

fifteen
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fifteen miles, through much broken ice, and on the outfida
of the iflands, though it appeared to be very folid to the
North-Eaft. 1 founded three times in this diftance, and
found it {eventy-five, forty-four, and fixiy fathom water,
‘We pitched our tents on one of a clufter of fmall iflands
that were within three miles of the main land, which we
could not reach in confequence of the ice.

We faw fome rein-deer on one of the flands, and our
hunters went in purfuit of them, when they killed five
large and two fmall ones, which was eafily acconplithed,
as the animals had no fhelter to which they could run for
protection. They had, without doubt, croffed the ice to
this fpot, and the thaw coming on had detained them
there, and made them an eafy prey to the purfuer.
This ifland was accordingly named IHle de Carrebeeuf,

I fat up the whole of this night to obferve the fetting
and rifing of the fun. That orb was beneath the horizon
four hours twenty-two minutes, and rofe North 20. Eaft
by compafs. It, however, froze fo hard, that during the
fun’s difappearance the water was covered with ice half a
quarter of an inch thick.

( Monday 22. ) We embarked at half paft three in the
morning, and rounding the outfide of the iflands, tcered
North-Wetft thirteen miles along the ice, edging in for the
main land, the wind Weft, then Weft two mules; bur it
blew fo hard as to oblige us to land on an iflind at half
paft nine, from whence we could juft diftinguith land to
the South-Eaft, at the diftance of about twelve leagues ;
though we could not determine, whether it was a conti-

nuation
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nuation of the iflands, or the fhores of the lake.®* T took
an obfervation at noon, which gave me 61. 53. North,
the variation of the compafs being at the fame time, about
two points. M. Le Roux’s people having provided two
bags of pemican+ to be left in the ifland againt their re-
turn ; it was called Ifle 4 la Cache,

The wind being moderated, we proceeded again at half
paft two in the afternoon, and fteering Weft by North
among the iflands, made a courfe of eighteen miles. We
encamped at eight o’clock on a fmall ifland, and fince
eight in the morning had not paffed any ice. Though the
weather was far. from being warm, we were tormented,
and our reft interrupted, by the hoft of mufquitoes that
accompanied us.

* Sometimes the land looms, fo that there may be a great
deception as to the diftance : and I think this was the
cafe as prefent.

+ Flefh dried in the fun, and afterwards pounded for the
convenience of carriage.

CHAP.
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CHAPTER 1L

Landed at fome lodges of Red-Knife Indians : procure ome of
them to affift in navigating the bays. Conference with the
Indians. Take leave of M. Leroux, and continue the
wvoyage. Different appearances of the land ; its vegetable
produce.  Vifit an ifland where the wood had been felled.,
Further defeription of the coaft.  Plenty of rein and moofe-
deer, and white partridges.  Enter a very decp bay.  In-
serrupted by ice.  Very blowing weather.  Continue ta coaf?
the bay. Arrrve at the mouth of a river. Great numbers
of fifh and wild-fowl.  Defeription of the land on cither
fide.  Curious appearance of woods that had been burned.
Come in fight of the Horn Mountain. Continue to kill

geefe and fwans, . Fivlent florm.

L

( Tuefday 23.) l OWARDS morning, the Indians
who had not been able to keep up with us the preceding

day, now joined us, and brought two fwans and a goofe,
At half paft three we re-embarked, and fteering Weft by
North a mile and an half, with a Northerly wind, we cane
10 the foot of a traverfe acrofs a deep bay, Weft five miles,
which receives a confiderable river at the bottom of it; the
diftance about twelve miles,  The North-Weft fide of the
bay was covered with many fmall iflands that were fur-
sounded with ice ; but the winddriving ita little off the land,

we had a aicar paffage on the infide of them. We fteered
South-Weft
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South-Weft nine miles under fail, then North-Weft
nearly, through the iflands, forming a courfe of fixteen
miles. 'We landed on the main land at half paft two in
the afternoon at three lodges of Red-Knife Indians, fo
called from their copper knives. They informed us, that
there were many more lodges of their friends at not great
diftance ; and one of the Indians fet offto fetch them : they
alfo faid, that we fhould fee no more of them at prefent ;
as the Slave and Beaver Indians, as'well as others of the
tribe, would not be here till the time that the {fwans caft
their feathers, In the afternoon it rained a torrent,

( Wednef. 24. ) M. Le Roux purchafed of thefe Indians
upwards of eight packs of good beaver and marten fkins;
and there were not above twelve of them qualified to kill
beaver,” The Englith chief got upwards of an hundred
fkins on- the fcore of debts due to him, of which he had
many outftanding in this country, F orty of them he gave
on account of debts due by him fince the winters of 1766
and 178y, at the Slave Lake ; the reft he exchanged for
rum and other neceffary articles ; and I added a {mall quan-
tity of that liquor as an encouraging prefent to him and his
youngmen. I had feveral confultations with thefe Copper
Indian people, but could obtain no information that was
material to ourexpedition ; nor were they acquainted with
any part of the river, which was the obje& of my refearch,
but the mouth of it. In order to five as much time as
poffible in circumnavigating the bays, I engaged one of the
Indians to condué us; and I accordingly equipped him
with various articles of clothing &c., I alfo purchafed a
large new canoe, that he might embark with the two
young Indians in my fervice.

Vol. L. Bb This



e UTEF MR T AT e T

180 VOYAGE THROUGH THE NORTH-

This day, at noon, I took an obfervation, which gave
me 62. 24. North latitudc ; the variation of the compafs

being about twenty-fix or twenty-feven degrees to the
Eaft.

- In the afternoon I affembled the Indians, in order to in-
form them that I fhould take my departure on the fol-
lowing day ; but that people would remain on the {pot till
their countrymen, whom they had mentioned, fhould ar-
rive; and that, if they brought a fufficient quantity of
{fkins to make it anfwer, the Canadians would return for
more goods, witha view to winter here, and build a fort, *
which would be continued as long as they fhould be
found to deferve it. They affured me, that it would be
a great encouragement to them to havea fettlement of ours
in their country ; and that they fhould exert themfelves to
the utmoft to kill beaver, as they would then be certain of
getting an adequate value for them. Hitherto, they faid,
the Chepewyans always pillaged them; or, at moft, gave
little or nothing for the fruits of their labour, which had
greatly difcouraged them ; and that, in confequence of this
treatment, they had no motive to purfue the beaver, but to
obtain a fufficient quantity of food and raiment.

I now wrote to Meflrs. Macleod and Mackenzie, and
addreflfed my papers to the former, at Athabafca.

(Thurfday 25.) We left this place at three this mor-
ning, our canoe being deeply laden, as we had embarked
fome packages that had come in the canoes of M. Le

* Fort, is the name given to any eftablifhment in this
country.
Roux.
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Roux. We were faluted on our departure with fome
vollies of fmall arms, which we returned, and fteered
South by Weft ftraight acrofs the bay, which is here no
more than two miles and a half broad, but, from the ac-
counts of the natives, it is fifteen leagues in depth, with a
much greater breadth in feveral parts, and full of iflands.
I'founded in the courfe of the traverfe and found fix fathoms
with a fandy bottom. Here, the land has a very different
appearance from that on which we have been fince we
entered the lake, Till we arrived here there was one
continued view of high hills and iflands of folid rock,
whofe furface was occafionally enlivened with mofs, thrubs,
and a few fcattered trees, of a very ftinted growth from an
infufficiency of foil to nourifh them. But, notwithftand-
ing their barren appearance, almoft every part of them
produces berries of various kinds, fuch as cranbsrries, ju-
niper-berries, rafpberries, partridge berries, goofeberries,
and the pathagomenan, which is fomething like a rafp-
berry ; it grows on a fmall ftalk about a foot and a half
high, in wet, moffy [pots. Thefe fruits are in great abun-
dance, though they are not to be found in the fame places,
but in fituations and afpe@s fuited to their peculiar
natures,

The land which borders the lake in this part is loofe
and fandy, butis well covered with wood, compofed of
trees of a larger growth : it gradually rifes from the thores
and at fome diftance forms a ridge of high Jand running
along the coaft, thick with wood and a rocky fummit rifing
above it.

We fteered South-South-Eaft nine mites, when we
were very much interrupted by drifting ice, and with fome

Bb 2 difficulty
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difficulty reached an ifland, where we landed at feven. 1
immediately proceeded to the further part of it, in order to
difcover if there was any probability of our being able to
get from thence in the courfe of the day. It is about five
miles in circumference, and I was very much furprized to
find that the greater part of the wood with which it was
formerly covered, had been cut down within twelve or
fifteen years, and that the remaining ftumps were become
altogetherrotten. On making inquiry concerning the caufe
of this extraordinary circumftance, the Englifh chief in-
formed me, that feveral winters ago, many of the Slave In-
diansinhabited the iflands that were fcattered over the bay,
as the furrounding waters abound with fith throughout the
year, but that they had been driven away by the Knifte-
naux, who continually made war upon them. If an efta-
blithment is to be made in this country, it muft be in the

neighbourhood of this place on account of the wood and
the fithery.

At eleven we ventured to re-embark, as the wind had
driven the greateft part of the ice paft the ifland, though
we ftill had to encounter fome broken pieces of it, which
threatened to damage our cance. We fteered South-Eaft
from point to point acrofs five bays, twenty-one miles.
‘We took foundings feveral times, and found from fix to ten
fathom water. I obferved that the country gradually def-
cended inland, and was ftill better covered with wood than
in the higher parts. Wherever we approached the land,
we perceived deferted lodges. The hunters killed two
fwans and abeaver ; and at length we landed at eight o’clock
in the evening, when we unloaded and gummed our
canoe.

( Friday
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(Friday 26.) We continued our route at five o’clock,
fteering South-Eaft for ten miles acrofs two deep bays :
then South-South-Eaft, with iflands in fight to the Eaft-
ward. 'We then traverfed another bay in a courfe of three
miles, then South one mile to a point which we named the
Detour, and South-South-Weft four miles and an half;
when there was an heavy {well off the lake. Here I took
an obfervation, when we were in 61. 4o. North latitude.
We then proceeded South-Weft four miles, and Weft-
South-Weft among iflands > on one of which our Indians
killed two rein-deer, but we loft three hours aft wind in
going for them : this courfe was nine miles. About feven
in the evening we were obliged to land for the night,
as the wind became too ftrong from the South-Eaft. We
thought we could obferve land in this diretion when the
wind was coming on from fome diftance. On the other
fide of the Detour, the land is low, and the {hore is flat
and dangerous, there being no fafe place to land in bad
weather, except in the iflands which we had juft paffed.
There feemed to be plenty of moeofe and rein-deer in this
country, as we faw their tracks wherever we landed. There
were alfo great numbers of white partridges, which are
at this feafon of a grey colour, like that of the moor-fowl.
There was {fome floating ice in the lake, and the Indians
killed a couple of fwans,

( Saturday 27.) At three this morning we were in the
canoe, after having pafled a very reﬁlefs'night from the
perfecution of the mufquitoes. The weather was fine
and calm, and our courfe Weft-South-Weft nine miles,
when we came to the foot of a traverfe, the oppofite point
in fight bearing South-Weft, diftance twelve miles. The
bay is at leaft eight miles deep, and this courfe two miles

more:



184 VOYAGE THROUGH THE NORTL

more, in all ten miles., It now became very foggy, and
as the bays were fo numerous, we landed for two hours,
when the weather cleared up; and we took the advantage of
feering South thirteen miles, and pafled feveral fmall bays,
when we came to the point of a very deep one, whofe
extremity was not difcernible; the land bearing South
from us, at the diftance of about ten miles. Our guide

not having been "here for eight winters, was at a lofs what
" courfe to take, though as well as he could recollect, this
bay appeared to be the entrance of the river. . Accordingly,
we fteered down it, about Weft-South-Wef, till we were
10volved in a field of broken ice. We ftill could not dif-
cover the bottom of the bay, and a fog coming on, made
it very difficult for us to get to an ifland to the South-
Weft, and it was nearly dark when we efteGed a landing,

( Sunday 28.) At a quarter paft three we were again
on the water, and as we could perceive no current fetting
into this bay, we made the beft of our way to the point
that bore South from us vefterday afternoon. We con-
tinued our courfe South three miles more, South by Weft
feven miles, Weft fifteen miles, when by observation we
were in 61 degrees North latitude; we then proceeded
Weft-North-Weft two miles. Here we came to the foot
of a traverfe, the oppofite land bearing South-Weft, dif-
tance fourteen miles, when we fteered into a deep bay,
about a Wetterly courfe; and though we had no land a
head in fight, we indulged the hope of finding a pafiage,
which, according to the Indian, would condu us to the
entrance of the river.

Having a firong wind aft, we lofl figth of the Indians, nor
could we put on fhore to wait for them, without rifking
material
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material damage to the canoe, till we ran to the bottom of
the bay, and were forced among the rufhes; when we
dilcovered that there was no paffage there. In about two
or three hours they joined us, but would not approach our
fire, as there was no good ground for an encampment :
they emptied their canoe of the water which it had taken
in, and continued their route, but did not encamp till fun-
fet. The Englith chief was very much irritated againft
the Red-Knife Indian, and even threatened to murder him,
for having undertaken to guide us in a courfe of which he
was ignorant; mor had we any'reafon to be fatisfied with
him, though he ftill continued to encourage us, by declaring
that he recolleCted having paffed from the river, through
the woods, to the place where he had landed. In the
blowing weather to-day, we were obliged to make ufe of
our large kettle, to keep our canoe from filling, although
we did not carry above three feet fail. The lndians very
narrowly efcaped.

(Monday 2¢.) We embarked at four this morning,
and fteered along the South-Welft fide of the bay. At
half paft five we reached the extremity of the point, which
we doubled, and found it to be the branch or paffage that
was the obje&t of our fearch, and occafioned by a very long
ifland, which feparates it from the main channel of the
river. It is about half a mile acrofs, and not more than fix
feet in depth ; the water appearcd to abound in fifh, and
was covered with fowl, fuch as {wans, geefe, and feveral
kinds of ducks, particularly black ducks, that were very
numerous, but we could not get within gun fhot of them.

The current, though not very ftrong, fet us South-Weft
by Weft, and we followed this courfe fourteen miles, till
ve
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we pafled the point of the long ifland, where the Slave Lake
difcharges itfelf, and is ten miles in breadth. There is not
more than from five to two fathom water, fo that when
the lake is low, it may be prefumed the greateft part of
this channel muft be dry. The river now turns to the
weftward, becoming gradually narrower for twenty-four
miles, till it is not more than half a mile wide ; the current,
however, is then much ftronger, and the foundings were
three fathom and a half. The land on the North fhore
from the lake is low, and covered with trees; that to the
South is much higher, and has alfo an abundance of wood.
The current is very ftrong, and the banks are of an equal
height on both fides, confifting of a yellow clay, mixed
with fmall ftones; they are covered with large quantities
of burned wood, lying on the ground, and young poplar
trees, the have {prung up fince the fire that deftroyed that
larger wood, Itis a very curious and extraordinary cir-
cumftance, that land covered with fpruce pine, and white
birch, when laid wafte by fire, thould {ubfequently produce
nothing but poplars, where none of that fpecies of tree
were previouily to be found.

A ftiff breeze from the Eaftward drove us on at a great
rate under fail, in the fame courfe, though obliged to wind
among iflands. We kept the North channel for about
ten miles, whofe current is much ftronger than that of the
South; fo that the latter is confequently the better road to
come up. Here the river widened, and the wind dying
away, we had recourfe to our paddles. We kept our
courfe to the North-Weft, on the North fide of the river,
which is here much wider, and afflumes the form of a
{mall lake ; we could not, however, difcover an opening
in any direCtion, fo that we were at a lofs what courfe to

take,
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take, as our Red-Knife Indian had never explored beyond
our prefent fituation. He at the fame time informed us
that a river falls in from the North, which takes its rife in
the Horn Mountain, .now in fight, whichis the couhtry of
the Beaver.Indians ; and that he and his relations frequcntly
meet on that river. He alfo added, that there are very

extenfive plains on both fides of it, which abound in buffa-
loes and moofe deer, '

By keeping this courfe, we got into fhallows, fo'that we
were forced to fteer to the left, till we recovered deep water,
which we followed, till the channel of the river opened on
us to the fouthward. We now made for the thore, and en-
camped foon after funfet. Qur courfe ought to have been
Wett fifteen miles, fince we took to the paddle, the Horn
Mountains bearing from us North-Wett, and running
North-North-Eaft and South-South-Weft_ Our found
ings, which were frequent during the courfe of the day,
were from three to fix fathoms water. The hunters killed
two geefe and a fwan: it appeared, indeed, that great
numbers of fowls breed in the iflands which we had paffed.

( Tuefday 30.) At four this morning we got under way,
the weather being fine and calm.  Our courfe was South=
Welt by South thirty-fix miles. On the South fide of
the river is a ridge of low mountains, running Eaft and
Weft by compafs. The Indians picked up a white goofe,
which appeared to have been lately fhot with an arrow,
and was quite freth. 'We proceeded South-Weft by South
fix miles, and then came to a bay on our left, which s full
of {mall iflands, and appeared to be the entrance of a riveg
from the South. Here the ridge of mountains terminates,
This courfe was fifteen miles.

Vol. L Cc At
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At fix in the afternoon there was an appearance of bad

weather; we landed, therefore, for the night; but before
. we could pitch our tents, a violent tempeft came on, with
- thunder, lightaing, and rain, which, however, foon ceafed,
but not before we had fuffered the inconvenience of being
.drenched by it. The Indians were very much fatigued,
_having been employed in running after wild fowl, which
had lately caft their feathers; they, however, caught five
fwans, and the fame number of geefe. I founded feveral
times in the courfe of the day, and found from four to fix
_ fathoms water. '

CHAP.
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CHAPTER IIL

Continue our courfe. The river narrows. Loft the lead.
Paffed a fmall river. Violent rain. Land on a fmall
ifland. Expect to arrive at the rapids.  Conceal two bags
of pemican in an ifland. A view of mountains. Pafs feve-
ral encampments of the natives.  Arrive among the tflands.
Alfeend an bighbill.  Violence of the current.  Icc feen along
the banks of the river. Land at a village of the natives.
Their conduct and appearance. T heir fabulous flories.  The
Englifp Chief and Indians difcontented. Obtain a new
guide,  Singular cufloms of the natives. An account of
their dances.  Defeription of their perfons, drefs, ormaments,
buildings, arms for war and bunting, canocs, &c. Paffed
on among iflands.  Encamped beneath an bill, and prevented
from afcending by the mufquitoes. Landed at an encamp-
ment.  Conduc? of the inbabitants. They abound in fabu-
lous accounts of dangers. Land at other encampments.
Procure plenty of kares and partridges.  Our guide anxious
toreturn. Land and alarm the natives, called the Hare
Indians, &. Exchange our guide. State of the weatber.

1789 Jury.

(Wednef. 1.) AT halfpaft four in the morning ‘
we continued our voyage, and in a fhort time found the
river narrowed to about half a mile. Our courfe was
Wefterly among iflands, with a ftrong current.  Though
the land is high on both fides, the banks are not perpendi-
cular. This courfe was twenty-one miles; and on found-

Cc 2 ing
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ing we found nine fathoms water. We then proceeded
Wett-North-Weft nine miles, and paffed a river upon the
South-Eaft fide; we founded, and found twelve fathoms:
and then we went North-Weft by Weft three miles.
Here T loft my lead, which had faftened at the bottom,
with part of the line, the current running fo ftrong that
we could not clear it'with eight paddles, and the ftrength
of the line, which was cqual to four paddles. Continued
North by Weft five miles, and faw an high mountain,
bearing South from us; we then proceeded North-Weft
by North four miles. We now paffed a {mall river on
the North fide, then doubled a point to Weft South-Wetft.
At one o’clock there came on lightning and thunder, with
wind and rain, which ceafed in about half an hour, and
left us almoft deluged with.wet, as we did not land.  There
were great quantities of ice along the banks of the river.

We landed upon a fmall ifland, where there were the
poles of four lodges ftanding, which we concluded to have
belonged to the Kniftineaux, on their war excurfions , fix
or feven years ago. This courfe: was fifteen miles Weft,
to where the river of the Mountain falls in from the South-
ward. It appears to be a very large river, whofe mouth is
half a mile broad. About fix miles further a fmall river
flows in the fame dire&ion; and our whole courfe was
twenty-four miles. We landed oppofite to an ifland, the
mountains to the Southward being in fight. As our canoe
was deeply laden, and being alfo in daily expectation of
coming to the rapids or fall, which we had been taught to
confider with apprehenfion, we concealed two bags of pe-
mican in the oppofite ifland, in the hope that they would
be of future ferviceto us. The Indians were of a different
opinion, as they entertained no expetation of returning

' that
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that feafon, when the hidden provifions would be fpoiled.
Near us were two Indian encampments of the laft vear.
By the manner in which thefe people cat their wood, it
appears that they have no iron tools. The current was very
firong during the whole of this day’s voyage ; and in the
article of provifions two fwans were all that the hunters
were able to procure.

( Thurfday 2. ) The morning was very foggy; but at
half paft five we embarked; it cleared up, however, at
feven, whenfwe difcovered that the water, from beingvery
limpid and clear, was become dark and muddy. This al-
teration muft have proceeded from the influx of fome river
to the Southward, but where thefe ftreams firft blended their
waters the fog had prevented us from obferving. At nine
we perceived a very high mountain a-head, which appeared,
on our nearer approach, te be rather a clufter of moun-
tains, ftretching as far as our view could reach to the South-
ward, and whofe tops were loft in the clouds. At noon
there was lightning, thunder, and rain, and at one, we
came abreaft of the mountains : their fummits appeared
to be barren and rocky, but their declivities were covered
with wood : they appeared alfo to be fprinkled with white
ftones, which gliftened in the fun, and were called by the
Indians manetoe afeniab, or fpirit ftones. I fufpected that
they were Talc, though they poffefled a more brilliant
whitenefs : on our return, however, thefe appearances were
diffolved, as they were nothing more than patches of fnow.

Our courfe had been Weft-South-Weft thirty miles,
and we proceeded with great caution, as we continually
expe&ed to approach fome great rapid or fall. This was
fuch a prevalent idea, that all of us were occafionally per-

fuaded
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fuaded that we heard thofe founds which betokened a fall
of water, Our courfe changed to Weft by North, along
the mountains, twelve miles, North by Wefl twenty-one
miles, and at eight o’clock in the evening we went on fhore
for the night on the North fide of the river. We saw
feveral encampments of the natives, fome of which had
been ereCted in the prefent fpring, and others at fome
former period. The hunters killed only one {wan and a
beaver: the latter was the firft of its kind which we had
feen in this river. The Indians complained of the perfe-
verance with which we pufhed forward, and that they were
not accuftomed to fuch fevere fatigue as it occafioned.

( Friday 3.) The rain was continual through the night,
and did not fubfide till feven this morning, when we em-
barked and fteered North- North-Weft for twelve miles,
the river being enclofed by high mountains en either fide.
We had a ftrong head-wind, and the rain was fo violent as
~to compel us to land at ten o’clock. According to 1y
reckoning, fince my laft obfervation, we had run two
hundred and feventeen miles Weft, and forty-four miles
North. At a quarter paft two the rain fubfided, and we
got again under way, our former coutfe continuing for five
miles. Here a river fell in from the North, and in a fhort
time the current became ftrong and rapid, running with
great rapidity among rocky iflands, which were the firft
that we had feen in this river, and indicated our near ap-
proach to rapids and falls, Our prefent courfe was North-
Weft by North ten miles, North-Weft three miles, Weft-
North-Weft twelve miles, and North-Weft three miles,
when we encamped at eight in the evening, at the foot of
an high hill, on the north fhore, which in fome parts rofe
perpendicular from the river. I immediately afcended it” -

accompanied
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accompanied by two men and fome Indians, and in about
an hour and an half, with very hard walking, we gained
the fummit, when I was very much furprized to find it
crowned by an encampment. The Indians informed me,
that it is the cuftom of the people who have no arms to
choofe thefe elevated fpots for the places of their refidence,
as they can render them inacceffible to their enemies, par-
ticularly the Knifteneaux, of whom they are in continual
dread. The profpect from this height was not fo exterfive
as we expected, as it was terminated by a circular range of
hills, of the fame elevation as that on which we ftood.

~The intervals between the hills were covered with fmall

lakes, vhich were inhabited by great numbers of fwans.
We faw no trees but the pine and the birch, which were
{mall in fize and few in number.

We were obliged to fhorten our flay here, from the
fwarms of mufquitoes which attacked us on all fides, and
were, indeed, the only inhabitants of the place. We faw
feveral encampments of the natives in the courfe of the
day, but none of them were of this year’s eflablithment.
Since four in the afternoon the current had been fo ftrong
that it was, at length, in an a&ual ebullition, and produced
an hiffing noife like a kettle of water in a moderate ftate of
boiling. The weather was now become extremely cold,
which was the more fenfibly felt, as it had been very fultry
fome time before and fince we had been in the river.

( Saturday 4.) At five in the morning the wind and
weather having undergone no alteration from yefterday, we
proceeded North-Weft by Weft twenty-two miles, North-
‘Weft fix miles, North-Weft by North four miles, and
Weft North-Weft five miles: we then pafled the mouth

f
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of a fmall river from the North, and after doubling a point,
South-Weft one mile, we paffed the influx of another river
from the South. We then continued our courfe Northe
North-Wetft, with a mountain a-head, fifteen miles, when
the opening of two rivers appeared oppofite to each other :
we then proceeded Weft four miles, and North-Weft
thirteen miles. At eightin the evening, we encamped on
an ifland.  The current was as ftrong through the whole
of this day as it had been the preceding afternoon ; never-
thelefs, a quantity of ice appeared along the banks of the
river. The hunters killed a beaver and a goofe, the former
of which funk before they could get to him : beavers, ot-
ters, bears, &c. if fhot dead at once, remain like a bladder,
but if there remains enough of life for them to ftruggle,
they foon fill with water and go to the bottom. '

( Sunday 5.) The fun fet laft night at fifty-three mi-
nutes paft nine, by my watch, and rofe at feven minutes
before two this morning : we embarked foon after, {teering
North-North-Wett, through iflands for five miles, and
Weft four miles. The river then encreafed in breadth,
and the current began to flacken in afmall degree ; after
the continuation of our courfe, we perceived a ridge of high
mountains before us, covered with fnow, ‘Weft-South-
Weft ten miles, and at three-quarters paft feven o’clock,
we faw feveral fmokes on the North fhore, which we made
every exertion to approach. As we drew nearer, we dif-
covered the natives running about in great apparent con-
fufion ; fome were making to the woods, and others hur-
rying to their canoes. Our.hunters landed before us, and
addrefled the few that had wot efcaped, in the Chipewyan
language, which, fo great was their confufion and terror,
they did not appear to underftand. But when they per-

ceived
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ceived that it was impoffible to avoid us, as we were all
landed, they made us figns to keep at a diftance, with
which vie complied, and not only unloaded our canoe, but
pitched our tents, before we made any attempt to approach
them, During this interval, the Englith chief and his
young men were employed in reconciling them to our
arrival : and when they had recovered from their alarm of
hoflile intention, it appeared that fome of them perfectly
comprehended the language of our Indians; fo that they
weze at length perfuaded, though not without evident figns
of relutance and apprehenfion, to come to us. Their
reception, however, foon diffipated their fears, and they
haftened to call their fugitive companions from their hiding
places.

There were five families, confifting of twenty-five or
thirty perfons, and of two different tribes, the Slave and
~ Dog-rib Indians. We made them {moke, though it was
evident they did not know the ufe of tobacco; we like-
wife {upplied them with grog; but I am difpofed to think,
that they accepted our civilities rather from fear than incli-
nation. Weacquired a more effectual influence over them
by the diftribution of knives, beads, awls, rings, gartering,
fire-fteels, flints, and hatchets; fo that they became more
familiar even than we expected, for we could not keep them
out of our tents : though I did not obferve that they at-
tempted to purloin any thing,.

The information which they gave refpe&ing the river,
had fo much of the fabulous, that I fhall not detail it : it
will be fufficient jufl to mention their attempts to perfuade
us, that it would require feveral winters to get to the fea,

and that old age would come upon us before the period
Vol. L. Dd of
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of our return: we were al{fo to encounter monfters of
fuch horrid thapes and deftrutive powers as could only
exift in their wild imaginations, They added, befides,
that there were two impaffable falls in the river, the furft
of which was about thirty days march from us.

Though I placed no faith in thefe firange relations,
they had a very different effet upon our Indians, who
were already tired of the voyage. It was their opinion
and anxious wifh, that we fhould not hefitate to return,
They faid that, according te the information which they
had received, there were very few animals in the country

‘beyond us, and that as we proceeded, the {carcity would

increafe, and we thould abfolutely perith from hunger, if
no other accident befel vs. It was with no fmall trouble
that they were convinced of the folly of thefe reafonings ;
and, by my defire, they induced one of thofe Indians to
accompany us, in confideration of a {mall kettle, an axe, a
knife, and fome other articles.

Though it was now three o’clock in the afternoon, the
canoe was ordered to be reloaded, and as we were ready
to embark our new recruit was defired to prepare himfelf
for his departure, which he would have declined; but as
none of his friends would take his place, we may be faid,
after the delay of an hour, to have compelled him to em-~
bark. Previous to his departure a ceremony took place,
of which I could not learn the meaning : he cut off a
Jock of his hair, and having divided it into three parts, he
faftened one of them to the hair on the upper part of his
wife’s head, blowing on it three times with the utmoft
violence in his power, and uttering certain words. The’
other two he faftened with the fame formalities, on the

Deads of his two children.
4 Duaring
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During our fhort ftay with thefe people, they amufed
us with dancing, which they accompanied with their voi-
ces ; but neither their fong or their dance poffefled much
variety. The men and women formed a promifcaous
ring. The former have a bone dagger or piece of ftick be-
tween the fingers of the right hand, which they keep ex-
tended above the head, in continual motion : the left they
feldom raife fo high, but work it backwards and forwards
in an horizontal direQion ; while they leap about and throw
themfelves into various antic poftures, to the meafure of
their mufic, always bringing their heels clofe to each other
at every paufe. The men occafionally howl in imitation
of fome animal, and he who continues this violent exer-
cife for the longeft period, appears to be confidered as the
beft performer. The women fuffer their arms to hang as
without the power of motion. They are a meagre, ugly,
ill-made people, particularly about the legs, whichare very
clumfy and covered with fcabs. The latter circumftance
proceeds probably from their habitually reafting them be-
fore the fire. Many of them appeared to be in a very
unhealthy flate, wbich is owing, as I imagine, to their na-
tural filthinefs, They are of a moderate ftature, and as far
as could be difcovered, through the coat of dirt and greafe
that covers them, are of a fairer complexion than the gene-
rality of Indians who are the natives of warmer-climates.

Some of them have their hair of a great length ; while
others fuffer a long trefs to fall behind, and the reft is cut
fo fhort as to expofe their ears, bat no other attention
whatever is paid to it. The beards of fome of the old
men were long, and the reft had them pulled out by the
yoots, fo that not an hair could be feen on their chins.

The men have two double lines, either black or blue, tat--

Dd 2 todcﬁ
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tooed upon each cheek, from the ear to the nofe. The
griftle of the latter is perforated fo as to admita goofe-quill
or a fmall piece of wood to be pafled through the orifice.
Their clothing is made of the dreffed fkins of the rein or
moofedeer, though more commonly ofthe former. Thefe
they prepare in the hair for winter, and make fhirts of
both, which reach to the middle of their thighs.  Some of
them are decorated withan embroidery of very neat work-
manthip with porcupine quills and the hair of the moofe,
colonred red, black, yellow, and white. Their upper
garments are fufficiently large to cover the whole body,
with a fringe round the bottom, and are ufed both fleeping
and awake. Their leggins come half way up the thigh,
and are fewed to their thoes : they are embroidered round
the ancle, and upon every feam. The drefs of the women
is the fame as that of the men. The former have no co-
vering on their private parts, except a taflel of leather
which dangles from a fmall cord, as it appears, to keep off
the flies, which would otherwife be very traublefome.
Whether circumcifion be prattifed among them, I cannot
pretend to fay, but the appearance of it was general among
thofe whom I faw.

Their ornaments confift of gorgets, bracelets for the
armsand wrifts, made of wood, horn, or bone, belts, garters,
andakind of band to go round the head, compofed of ftrips
of leather of one inch and an half broad, embroidered with
porcupine quills, and ftuck round with the claws ofbears
or wild fowl inverted, to which are fufpended a few fhort
thongs of the fkin of an animal that refembles the ermine,
in the form of a tafltl. Their cinGures and garters
are formed of porcupine quills woven with finews, in a
fiyle of peculiar (kill and neatnefs : they have others of

different
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different materials, and more ordinary workmanthip ; and
to both they attach a long fringe of ftrings of leather,
worked round with with hair of various colours. Their
mittens are alfo fufpended from the neck in a pofition
convenient for the reception of the hands.

Their lodges are of a very fimple ftructure : a few poles
fuported by a fork, and forming a femicircle at the bottom,
with fome branches or a piece of bark as a covering, con-
ftitutes the whole of their native architeGture. They build
two of thefe huts facing each other, and make the fire
between them. The furniture harmonifes with thebuild-
ings : they have a few difhes of wood, bark, or horn ; the
veffels in which they cook their victuals, are in the thape
of a gourd, narrow at the top and wide at the bottom, and
of watape¥*, fabricated in fuch a manner as to hold water,
which is made to boil by putting a fucceflion of red-hot
flones into it. Thefe veflels contain from two to fix gal-
lons. They have a number of fmall leather bags to hold
their embroidered work, lines, and nets. They always
keep a large quantity. of the fibres of willow bark, which
they work into thread on their thighs.  Their netsare from
three to forty fathomsin length, and from thirteen to thirty-
fix mefhes in depth. The fhort deep ones they fet in the
eddy current of rivers, and the long ones in the lakes.
They likewife make lines of the finews of the rein-deer,
and manufa&ure their hooks from wood, horn, or bone.
Their arms and weapons for hunting, are bows and arrows,

* Watape is the name given to the divided roots of the
{pruce-fir, which the natives weave into a degree of compaétnefs
that renders it capable of containing a fluid. The different
parts of the bark canoes are alfo fewed together with this kind
of filament.

fpears,
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fpears, daggers, and pogamagans, or clubs, The bows
are about five or fix feet in length, and. the firings are of
finews or raw fkins. The arrows are two feet and an
half long, including the baib, which is varioufly formed of
bone, horn, flint, iron, or copper, and are winged with
three feathers. The pole of the {pears is about fix feet in
length, and- pointed with a barbed bone of ten inches.
With this weapon they ftrike the rein-deer in the water.
The daggers are flatand tharp-pointed, abeut twelve inches
long, and made of horn or bone. The pogamagon is made
of the horn of the rein-deer, the branches bemg ail cut ofl,
éxcept that which forms the extremity. This inftru-
ment is about two feet in length, and is employéd to dif-
patch their enemies in battle, and fuch animals as they
catch in fnares placed for that purpofe. Thefe are about
three fathom long, and are made of the green fkin of the
rein or moofe-deer, but in fuch {inall ftrips, that itrequires
from ten to thirty {trands te make this cord, which is not
thicker than a cod-line ; and ftrong enough to rcfift any
animal that can be entangled in it. Snares or. noofes are
alfo made of finews to take leflfer animals, fuch as hares
and white partridges, which are very nuimerous. Their
axes are manufattured of a piece of brown or grey ftone
from fix to eight inches long, and two inches thick.
The infide is flat, and the outfide round and tapering to an
edge, an inch wide. They are faftened by the middle with
the flat fide inwards to an handle two feet long, with a
cord of green fkin. This is the tool with which they fplit
their wood, and we believe, the only one of its kind among
them. They kindle fire, by firiking together a piece of
white or yellow pyrites and a flint ftone, over a picce of
touchwood. They are univerfally provided with a fmall bag
containing thefe materials, fo that they are in a continual

1 ﬁate
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fiate of preparation to produce fire. From the adjoining
tribes, the Red-Knives and Chepewyans, they procure, in
barter for marten fkins and a few beaver, fmall pieces of
iron, of which they manufaCture kaives, by fixing them
at the end of a fhort ftick, and with them and the beaver’s
tecth, they finith all their work. They keep them ina
theath hanging to their neck, which alfo contains their
awls both of iron and horn. ’

Their canoes are fmall, pointed at both ends, flat-hottom-
ed and covered in the fore part, They are made of the
bark of the birch-tree and fir-wood, but of fo flight a
conftruction, that the man whom one of thefe light ve(-
fels bears on the water, can, in return, carry it over land
without any difficulty. It is very feldom that more than
one perfon embarks in them, nor are they capable of receiv-
ing more than two. The paddles are fix feet long, one
half of which is occupied by a blade, of about eight inches
wide. Thefe people informed us, that we had paffed large
bodies of Indians who inhabit the mountains on the Eaft
fide of the river,

At four o’clock in the afternoon we embarked, and our
Indian acquaintance promifed to remzin on the bank of the
river till the fall, in cafe we thould return. Our courfe
was Weft-South-Welt, and we foon paffed the Great Bear
Lake River, which s of a confiderable depth, and an hun-
dred yards wide : its water is clear, and has the greenith hue
ofthe fea. 'We had not proceeded more than fix miles when
we were obliged to land for the night, in confequence of
an heavy guft of wind, accompanied with rain. We en-
camped beneath a rocky hill, on the top of which, accord-

ing to the information of our guide, it blew a ftorm every
day
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day throughout the year. He found himfelf very uncom-
fortable in his new fituation, and pretended that he was
very ill, in order that he might be permitted to return to
his relations. To prevent his efcape, it became neceffary to
keep a ftrict watch over him during the night,

(Monday 6.) Atthree o'clock, in a very raw and clou-
dy morning, we embarked, and fteered Weft-South-Weft
four miles, Weft four miles, Weft-North-Weft five miles,
Weft eight miles, Weft by South fixteen miles, Weft
twenty-feven miles, South-Weft nine miles, then Weft
fix miles, and encamped at half paft feven. We pafled
through numerous iflands, and had the ridge of fnowy
mountains always in fight. Our conduor informed us
that great numbers of bears, and fmall white buffaloes,
frequent thofe mbuntains, which are alfo inhabiged by In-
dians. We encamped in a fimilar fituation to that of the
preceding evening, beneath another high rocky hill, which
I attempted to afcend, in company with one ofthe hunters,
but before we had got half way to the fummit, we
were almoft fuffocated by clouds of mufquitoes, and were

- obliged to return. 1 obferved, however, that the moun-
tains terminated here, and that a tiver flowed from the
Weftward : 1alfo difcovered a ftrong ripling current, or
rapid, which ran clofe under a fteep precipice of the hill.

( Tuefday 7.) We embarked at four in the morning,
and croffed to the oppofite fide of the river, in confequence
of the rapid ; but we might have fpared ourfelves this
trouble, as there would have been no danger in continuing
our courfe, without any circuitous deviation whatever.
This circumftance convinced us of the erroneous account
given by the natives of the great and approaching dangers

of



WEST CONTINENT OF AMERICA. 203

of our navigation, as this rapid was ftated to be one of
them. Our courfe was now North-North-Weft three
miles, Weft-North-Weft four miles, North-Weft ten
miles, North two miles, when we came to a river that
flowed from the Eaflward. Here we landed at an encamp-
ment of four fires, all the inhabitants of which ran off
with the utmoft fpeed, except an old man and an old
woman. Qur guide called aloud to the fugitives, and en-~
treated them to ftay, but without effe®: the old man,
however, did not hefitate to approach us, and reprefented
himfelf as too far advanced in life, and too indifferent about
the {hort time 'he had to remain in the world, to be very
anxious about efcaping from any danger that threatened
him; at the fame time he pulled his grey hairs from his head
by handfulls to diftribute among us, and implored our favour
for himfelfand his relations. Our guide, however, atlength
removed his fears, and perfuaded him to recall the fugiti-
ves, who confifted of eighteen people, whom I recon-
ciled to me on their return with prefents of beads, knives,
awls, &c. with which they appeared to be greatly de-
lighted. They differed in no refpeé from thofe whom we
had already feen ; nor were they deficient in hofpitable at-
tentions ; they provided us with fith, which was very well
boiled, and cheerfully accepted by us. Our guide ftill fick-
ened after his home, and was fo anxious to return thither,
that we were under the neceflity of forcing him to em-

bark.

Thefe people informed us that we were clofe to another
great rapid, and that there were feveral lodges of their rela-
tions in its vicinity. Four canoes, with a man in each,
followed us, to point out the particular channels we fhould
follow for the fecure paffage of the rapid. They alfo

Vol. L, Ee abounded
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abounded in difcouraging ftories concerning the dangers
and difficulties which we were to encounter.

From hence our courfe was North-North-Eaft two
miles, when the river appeared to be enclofed, as it were,
with lofty, perpendicular,white rocks, which did not afford
us a very agreeable profpe&t. We now went on fhore
in order to examine the rapid, but did not perceive any
figns of it, though the Indians ftill continued to magnify
its dangers : however, as they ventured down it, in their
{mall canoes, our apprehenfions were confequently remove
ed, and we followed them at fome diftance, but did not
find any increafe in the rapidity of the current ; at length
the Indians informed us that we fhould find no other rapid
but that which was now bearing us along. The river at
this place is not above three handred yards in breadth, but
on founding I found fifty fathoms water. At the two ri-
vulets that offer their tributary ftreams from either fide, we
found fix families, confifting of about thirty-five perfons,
who gave us an ample quantity of excellent fifh, which
were, however, confinedtwo hite fifh, the poiffon inconnu,
and another of a round form and greenifh colour, which was
about fourteen inches in length. We gratified them
with a few prefents, and continued our voyage. The men,
bowever, followed us in fifteen canoes.

This narrow channel is three miles long, and its courfe
North-North-Eat. We then fteered North three miles,
and landed at an encampment of three or more families,
containing twenty-two perfons, which was fituated on the
bank of a river, of a confiderable appearance, which came
from the Eaftward. We obtained hares and partridges from
thefe people, and prefented in return fuch articles as great-

ly
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ly delighted them. They very much regretted that they
had no goods or merchandize to exchange with us, as they
had left them at a lake, from whence the river iffued, and
in whofe vicinity fome of their people were employed in
fetting fnares for rein deer. They engaged to go for their
articles of trade, and would wait our return, which we af-
fured them would be within two months. There was a
youth among them in the capacity of a {lave, whom our
Indians underftood much better than any of the natives of
this country, whom they had yet feen : he was invited to
accompany us, but took the firft opportunity to conceal
himfelf, and we faw him no more.

We now fteered Weft five miles, when weagain Janded,
and found two families, containing feven people, but had
reafon to believe that there were others hidden in the
woods. We received from them two dozen of hares, and
they were about to boil two more, which they alfo gave
us. We were not ungrateful for their kindnefs, and left
them. Qur courfe was now North-Weit four miles, and
at nine we landed and pitched our tents, when one of our
people killed a grey crane. Our conductor renewed his
complaints, not, as he affured us, from any apprehenfion
of our ill-treatment, but of the Efquimaux, whom he re-
prefented as a very wicked and malignant people; who
would put us all to death, He added, alfo, that it was but
two fummers fince a large party ot them came up this ri-
ver, and killed many of his refations. Two Indians fol-
towed us from the laft lodges.

At half paft two in the morning we embarked, and
fteered a Wefterly couife, and foon after put athore at two
lodges of nine Indians, We made them a few trifling

Ee 2 prefents,
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prefents, but without difembarking, and had proceeded but
a fmall diftance from thence, when we obferved feveral
fmokes beneath an hill, on the North fhore, and on our
approach we perceived the natives climbing the afcent to
gain the woods.  The Indians, however, in the two fmall
canoes which were a-head of us, having aflured them of our
friendly intentions, they returned to their fires, and we
difembarked. Several of them were clad in hare-{kins, but
in every other circumftance they refembled thofe whom
we had already feen. We were, however, informed that
they were of a different tribe, called the Hare Indians, as
hares and fith are their principal fupport, from the fcarcity
of rcin-deer and beaver, which are the only animals of the
farger kind that frequent this part of the country. They
were twenty-five in number; and among them was a '
woman who was affli¢ted with an abcefs in the belly, and
reduced, in confequence, to a mere fkeleton : at the fame
time feveral old women were finging and howling around
her ; but whether thefe noifes were to operate as a charm
for her cure, or merely to amufe and confole her, I do not
pretend to determine. A fmall quantity of our ufual
prefents were received by them with the greateft fatis-
fa&tion.

Here we made an exchange of our guide, who had
become fo troublefome that we were obliged to watch him
night and day, except when he was upon the water. The
man, however, who had agreed to go in his place foon re-
pented of his engagement, and endeavoured to perfuade us
that fome of his relations further down the river, would
readily accompany us, and were much better acquainted
with the river than himf(elf. But, as he had informed us
ten minutes before that we fhould {fee no more of his tribe,

we
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we paid very little attention to his remonftrances, and com-
pelled him to embark.

Inabout three hours a man overtook us in a fmall canoe,
and we fufpected that his object was to facilitate, in fome
way or other, the efcape of our condutor. About twelve
we alfo obferved an Indian walking along the North: Eaft
fhore, when the fmall canoes paddled towards him. We
accordingiy followed, and found three men, three women,
and two children, who had been on an hunting expedition,
They had fome flefh of the rein-deer, which they offered
to us, but it was fo rotten, as well as offenfive to the (mell,
that we excufed ourfelves from accepting it. They had
alfo their wonderful ftories of danger and terror, as well as
their countrymen, whom we had already feen; and we
were now informed, that behind the oppofite ifland there
was a Manitoe or fpirit, in the river, which fwallowed
every perfon that approached it. As it would have em-
ployed half a day to have indulged our curiofity in pro-
ceeding to examine this phznomenon, we did not deviate
from our courfe, but left thefe people with the ufual
prefents, and proceeded on our voyage. Our courfe and
diftance this day were Weft twenty-eight miles, Weft-
North-Weft twenty-threc miles, Weft-South-Wefl fix
miles, Weft by North five miles, South-Weft four miles,
and encamped at eight o’clock. A fog prevailed the greater
part of the day, with frequent fhowers of fmall rain.

CHAP.
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CHAPTER 1V.

The new guide matkes bis ¢fcape.  Compel another to fupply his
Place.  Land at an encampment of another tribe of In-
dians.  Account of their manners, drefs, weapons, e,
Traffec with them. Defeription of a beautiful fifp. En-
gage another guide.  His curious bebaviour. Kill a Jox
and ground-hog.  Land at an encampment of a tribe called
the Deguthee Denees, or Quarellers.  Saw flax growing
wild.  The varying charaler of the river and its banks.
Diflant mountains. Perplexity from the numerous channels
of the river.  Determined to proceed. Land where there
had been an encampment of the Efquimaux. Saw large

- flocks of wild fowl,  View of the fun at midnight. De¢/-
cription of a place lately deferted by the Indians. Houfes of
the natives deferibed, Frequent fhowers. Saw a black
Jox. The difeontents of our bunters rencwed, and pacificd,
Face of the country.  Land at a Jpot lately inbabited, Pes
cultar ciremflances of it.  Arrive at the entrance of the lake
Praceed to an ifland,  Some account of it.

R

( Thur(day g. )THUNDER and rain prevailed during
the night, and, in the courfe of it, our guide deferted ; we
therefore compelled another of thefe people, very much
againft his will, to fupply the place of his fugitive coun-
tryman. We alfo took away the paddles of one of them
who remained behind, that he might not follow us on any
fcheme of promoting the efcape of his companion, who
was
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was not eafily pacified. At length, however, we fucceeded
in the a&t of conciliation, and at half paft three quitted our
ftation.  In a fthort time we faw a fimoke on the Eaft thore,
and dire€ted our courfe towards it. Our new guide began
immediately to call to the people that belonged to it in a
particular manner, which we did not comprehend, He
informed us that they were not of his tribe, bat were a
very wicked, malignant people, who would beat us cruelly
pull our hair with great violence from our heads, and mal-
treat us in various other ways.

The men waited our arrival, but the women and child-
ren took to the woods., There were but four of thefe
people, and previous to our landing, they all harangued
us at the fame moment, and apparently with violent
anger and refentment. Our hunters did not underftand
them, but no fooner had our guide adreffed them,
than they were appeafed. I prefented them with beads,
awls, etc. and when the women and children returned
from the woods, they were gratified with fimiliar articles.
There were fifteen of them ; and of a more pleafing ap-
pearance than any which we had hitherto feen, as they
were healthy, full of flefh, and clean in their perfons.
Their language was fomewhat different, but I believe
chiefly in the accent, for they and our guide converfed in-
telligibly with each other ; and the Englith chief clearly
comprehended one of them, though he was not himfelf
underftood.

Their arms and utenfils differ but little from thofe which
have been defcribed in a former chapter. The only iron .
they have is in fmall pieces, which ferve them for knives,
They obfain this metal from the Efquimaux Indians.
Their arrows are made of very light wood, and are winged

~only
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only with two feathers; their bows differed from any which
we had feen, and we underftood that they were furnithed
by the Efquimaux, who are their neighbours : they eonfift
of two pieces, with a very ftrong cord of finews along the
back, which is tied in feveral places, to preferve its thape ;
when this cord becomes wet, it requires a ftrong bow - ftring,
and a powerful arm to draw it. The vefle] in which they
prepare their food, is made of a thin frame of wood, and
of an oblong thape ; the bottom is fixed in a groove, in the
fame manner asa catk.  Their fhirts are not cut {quare at
the bottom, but taper to a point, from the belt downwards
as low as the knee, both before and behind, with a border,
embellithed with a fhort fringe. They ufe alfo another
fringe, fimilar to that which has been already defcribed,
with the addition of the ftone of a grey farinaceous berry,
of the fize and fhape of a large barley-corn : it is of a brown
colour, and fluted, and being bored is run on each ftring of
the fringe; with this they decorate their thirts, by fewing
it in a femicircle on the breaft and back, and crofling over
both fhoulders ; the fleeves are wide and thort, but the mit-
tens fupply their deficiency, as they are long enough to
reach over a part of the fleeve, and are commodiouily fuf-
pended by a cord from the neck, If their leggins were
made with waiftbands, they might with great propriety be
denominated trowfers : they faften them with a cord round
the middle, fo that they appear to have a fenfe of decency
which their neighbours cannot boaft, Their fhoes are
fewed to their leggins, and decorated on every feam. One
of the men was clad in a fhirt made of the fkins of the
mufk-rat. The drefs of the women is the fame as that of
the men, except in their thirts, which are longer, and
without the finifhing of a fringe on their breaft. Their
peculiar mode of tying the hair is as follows : — that

which
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which grows on the temples, or the fore part of the fkull,
is formed into two queues, hanging down before the ears ;
that of the fcalp or crown is fathioned in the fame manner
to the back of the neck, and is then tied with the reft of
the hair, at fome diftance from the head. A thin cord is
employed for thefe purpofes, and very neatly worked with
hair, aruficially coloured. The women, and, indeed, fome
of the men, let their hair hang loofe on their fhoulders,

whether it be long or thort.

We purchafed a couple of very large moofe fkins from
them, which were very well dreffed ; indeed we did not
fuppofe that there were any of thafe animals in the coun-
try ; and it appears from the accounts of the natives them.«
felves, that they are very fcarce. As for the beaver, the
exiftence of fuch a creature does not {eem to be known by
them. Our peopie bought fhirts of them, and many cu-
rious articles, &c. They prefented us with a moft deli-
- cious fith, which was lefs than an herring, and very beau-
tifully fpotted with black and yellow : its dorfal fin reached
from the head to the tail; in its expanded flate it takes a
triangular form, and is variegated with the colours that
enliven the fcales : the head is very {mall, and the mouth
is armed with tharp pointed teeth.

We prevailed on the native, whofe language was moft
intelligible, to accompany us. He informed us that we
fhould fleep ten nights more before we arrived at the fea ;.
that feveral of his relations refided in the immediate vici-
nity of this part of the river, and that in three nights we -
fhould meet with the Efquimaux, with whom they had-
formerly made war, but were now in a ftate of peace and
amity. Hementioned the lat Indians whom we had feen

Vol. I. Ff in
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in terms of great derifion ; defcribing them as being no
better than old women, and as abominable liars ; which
coincided with the notion we already entertained of them.

As we pufhed off, fome of my men difcharged their fow!-
ing pieces, that were only loaded with powder, at the re-
port of which the Indians were very much alarmed, as they
had not before heard the' difcharge of firearms.  This cir-
cumitance had fuch zfn -effe& upon our guide, that we
had reafon to apprehend He would not fulfil his promife.
‘When, however, he was informed that the noife which he
had heard was a fignal of friendthip, he was perfuaded to
embark in his own f{inall canoe, though he had been offered
a feat in ours.

- Two of his companions, whom he reprefented as his
brothers, followed us in their canoes ; and they amufed us
not only with their native fongs, fo enlivened by them,
that the antics he performed, in keeping time to the fing-
ing, alarmed us with continual apprehenfion that his boat
muft upfet : but he was not long content with his confined
fituation, and paddling up along-fide our canoe, requefted
us to receive him in it, though but a thort time before he
had refolutely refufed to accept our invitation. No fooner
had he entered our canoe, than he began to perform an
Efquimaux dance, to our no {mall alarm. He was, how-
ever, foon prevailed upon to be more tranquil ; when he
began to difplay various indecencies, according to the
caftoms of the Efquimaux, of which he boafted an intimate
acquaintance. On our putting to fhore, in order to leave
his canoe, he informed us, that on the oppofite hill the E{-
quimaux, three winters before, killed his grandfather, We
faw a fox, and a ground hog on the hill, the latter of

which
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which the brother of our guide fhot with his bow and
arrow.

About four in the afternoon we perceived a fmoke on
the Weft fhore, when we traverfed and landed. The
natives made a moft terrible uproar, talking with great
vociferation, and running about as if they were deprived of
-their fenfes, while the greater part of the women, with
the children, fled away. Perceiving the diforder which
our appearance occafioned among thefe people, we had
waited fome time before we quitted the canoe ; and 1 have
no doubt, if we had been without people to introduce us,
that they would have attempted fome violence againft us ;
for when the Indians fend away their women and children,
itis always with an hoftile defign. At length we pacified
them with the ufual prefents, but they preferred beads to
any of the articles that I offered them ; particularly fuchas
were of a blue colour ; and one of them even requefted to
exchange a knife which 1 had given him for a {mall quan-
tity of thofe ornamental baubles. I purchafed of them
two fhirts for my hunters ; and at the fame time they pre-
fented me with feme arrows, and dried fith, This party
confifted of five families, to the amount, as I suppofe, of
forty men, women, and children; but I did not fee them:
all, as feveral were afraid to venture from their hidirg-
places. They are called Deguthee Dines, or the Quarcllers.

Our guide, like his predeceffors, now manifeﬁed his
wifh to leave us, and entertairied fimilar apprehenfions that
we fhould not return by this paflage. He had his alarms
alfo refpecting the Efgquimaux, who might kill us, and
take away the women.  Our Indians, however, affured him

that we had no fears of any kind, and that he need not be
Ff 2 alarmed.
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alarmed for himfelf, They alfo convinced him that we
thould return by the way we were going, fo that he con-
fented to re-embark without giving us any further trouble ;
and eight fmall canoes followed us. Our courfes this day
were South-Weft by Weft iix miles, South-Weft by
South thirty miles, South-Weft three miles, Weft by
South twelve miles, Weit by North two miles, and we
encamped at eight in the evening on the Eaftern bank of
the river.

‘The Indians whom I found here, informed me, that

from the place where I this morning met the firft of their

tribe, the diftance overland, on the Eaft fide, to the fea,
was not long ; and that from hence, by proceeding, to the
Weftward, it was ftill thorter. They alfo reprefented the
land on both fides as projeting to a point. Thefe people
do not appear to harbour any thievifh difpofitions ; at leaft
we did not perceive that they took, or wanted to take, any
thing from us by ftealth or artifice. They enjoyed the amu-
fements of dancing and jumping in common with thofe we
had already feen; and, indeed, thefe exercifes feem to be
their favourite diverfions. About mid-day the weather
was fultry, but in the afternoon it became cold. There
was a large quantity of wild flax, the growth of the laft
year, laying on the ground, and the new plants were fprout-
ing up through it. This circumftance I did not obferve
in any other part.

At four in the morning we embarked, at a fmall diftance
from the place of our encampment ; the river, which here
becomes narrower, flows between highrocks; and a mean-
dring courfe took us North-Weft four miles. At this
fpot the banks became low ; indeed, from the firft rapid, the

country
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country. does not wear a mountainous appearance ; but
the banks of the river are generally lofty, in fome places
perfe€tly naked, and in others well covered with fmall
trees, fuch as the firand the birch. 'We continued our laft
courfe for two miles, with mountains before us, whofe tops
were covered with {now.

The land is low on both fides of the river, except thefe
mountains, whofe bafe is diftant about ten miles : here the
river widens, and runs through various channels, formed
by iflands, fome of which are without a tree, and little
more than banks of mud and fand ; while othersare covered
with a kind of {pruce fir, and trees of a larger fize than we
had feen for the laft ten days. Their banks, which are
about fix feet above the furface of the water, difplay a
face of folid ice, intermixed with veins of black earth and
as the heat of the fun melts the ice, the trees frequently
fall into the river.

So various were the channels of the river at this time,
that we were at a lofs which to take. Our guide preferred
the Eaffernmoft, on account of the Efquimaux, but I de-
termined to take the middle channel, as it appeayed to be a
larger body of water, and running North and South:
befides, as there was a greater chance of feeing them I
concluded, that we could always go to the Eaftward, when-
ever we might prefer it. Our courfe was now Weft by
North fix miles, North-Weft by Weft, the fnrowy moun-
tains being Weft by South from us, and ftretching to the
Northward as far as we could fee. According to the in-
formation of the Indians, they are part of the chain of
mountains which we approached on the third of this
month., I obtained an obfervation this day that gave

me
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me 67. 47. North latitude, which was farther North
than I expected, according to the courfe I kept ; but the
difference was owing to the variation of the compafs, which
was more Eafterly than I imagined. From hence it was
evident that thefe waters emptied themfelves into the Hy-
perborean Sea ; and though it was probable that, from the
want of provifion, we could not return to Athabafca in the
courfe of the feafon, I neverthelefs, determmed to penetrate
to the difcharge of them.

My new conduttor being very much difcouraged and
quite tired of his fituation, ufed his influence to prevent
our proceeding. He had never been, he faid, at the Bena-
hulla Toe, or White Man’s Lake; and that when he went
to the Efquimaux Lake, which is at no great diftance, he
paffed over land from the place where we found him, and
to that part where the Efquimaux pafs the fummer. In
fhort, my hunters alfo became fo ditheartened from thefe
accounts, and other circumftances, that T was confident
they would have left me, if it had been in their power. 1,
however, fatisfied them, in fome degree, by the affurance,
that I would proceed onwards but feven days more, and
if I did not then get to the fea, I would return. Indeed,
the low ftate of our provifions, without any other confide-
ration, formed a very fufficient fecurity for the maintenance
of my engagement. Our laft courfe was thirty-two miles,
with a ftronger current than could be expeced in fuch a
low country.

We now proceeded North-North-Weft four miles,
North-Weft three miles, North-Eaft two miles, North-
Weft by Weft three miles, and North-Eaft two miles.
At half paft eight in the evening we landed and pitched

our
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our tents, near to where there had been three encampments
of the Efquimaux, fince the breaking up of the ice. The
natives, who followed us yefterday, left us at our ftation

this morning. In the courfe of the day we faw large flocks
of wild fowl.

(Saturday 11.) I fat up all night to obfcrve the fun.
At half paft twelve I called up one of the men to view a
fpectacle which he had never before feen ; when, on {eeing
the fun fo high, he thought it was a fignal to embark, and
began to call the reft of his companions, who would fcarce-
ly be perfuaded by me, that the fun had not defcended
nearer to the horizon, and that it was now but a fliort time
paft midnight.

We repofed, however, till three quarters after three,
‘when we entered the canoc, and fteered about North-Weft,
the river taking a very ferpentine courfe. About feven
we faw a ridge of high land : at twelve we landed at a {fpot
where we obferved that fome of the natives had lately been.
I counted thirty places where there had been fires ; and
fome of the men who went further, faw as many more,
They muft have been here for a confiderable time, though
it does not appear that they had erected any hauts. A great
number of poles, however, were feen fixed in the river, to
which they had zttached their nets, and there feemed to
be an excellent fithery. Oune of the fith, of the many
which we faw leap out of the water, fell into our canoe ;
it was about ten inches long and of a round fhape. About
the places where they had made their fires were {cattered
pieces of whalebone, and thick burned leather, with parts
of the frames of three canoes ; we could alfo obferve where
they had fpilled train oil ; and there was the fingular appea-

rance
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rance of a {pruce fir, ftripped of its branches to the top
like an Englifh may-pole. The weather was cloudy, and
the air cold and unpleafant. From this place for about
five miles, the river widens, it then flows in a variety of
narrow, meandering channels, amongft low iflands, enli-
vened with no trees, but a few dwarf willows.

At four, we landed, where there were three houfes, or
rather huts, belonging to the natives. The ground-plot
1s of an oval form, about fifteen feet long, ten feet wide in
the middle, and eight feet at either end : the whole of it is
dug about twelve inches below the furface of the ground,
and one half of it is covered over with willow branches ;
which probably ferves as a bed for the whole family, A
fpace, in the middle of the other part, of about four feet
wide, is decpened twelve inches more, and is the only
fpot in the houfe where a grown perfon can ftand upright.
One fide of it is covered, as has been already defcribed,
and the other in the hearth or fire-place, of which,
however, they do not make much ufe. Though it was
clofe to the wall, the latter did not appear to be burned.
The door or entrance is in the middle of one end of the
houfe, and is about two feet and an half high and two
feet wide, and has a covered way or porch five feet in
length ; fo that it is abfolutely neceffary to creep on all
fours in order to get into, or out of, this curious habitae
tion. There is an hole of about eighteen inches fquare
on the top of it, which ferves the three-fold purpofe of a
window, an occafional door, and a chimney. The
under-ground part of the floor is lined with fplit wood.
Six or eight ftumps of fmall trees driven into the earth,
with the root upwords, on which are laid fome crofs

pieces of timber, {upport the roof of the building, which
is
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is an oblong fquare of ten feet by fix. The whole is
made of drift-wood covered with branches and dry grafs ;

over which is laid a foot deep of earth. On each fide of

thefe houfes are a few fquare holes in the ground of
about two feet in depth, which are covered with fplit
wood and earth, except in the middle. Thefe appeared

to be contrived for the prefervation of the winter ftock of

provifions. In and about the houfes we found fledge

runners and bones, pieces of whalebone, and poplar bark

cut in circles, which are ufed as corks to buoy the nets,
and are fixed to them by pieces of whalebone. Before

each hut a great number of ftumps of trees were fixed in
the ground, upon which it appeared that they hung their '

fith to dry,

We now continued our voyage, and encamped at
eight o’clock. I calculated our courfe at about North-
Weft, and, allowing for the windings, that we had made
fifty-four miles. We expected, throughout the day, to
meet with fome of the natives. On feveral of the iflands
we perceived the print of their feet in the fand, as if
they had been there but a few days before, to pro-
cure wild fowl. There were frequent fhowers of rain
in the afternoon, and the weather was raw and difa-
greeable. We faw a black fox; but trees were now
become, very rare objects except a few dwarf willows,
of not more than three feet in height.

The difcontents of our hunters were now renewed
by the accounts which our guide had been giving of
that part of our veyage that was approaching. Accord=
ing to his information, we were to fee a larger lake
on the morrow. Neither he nor his relations, he faid,

Vol. I Gg knew
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knew any thing about it, except that part which is op-
pofite to, and not far from, their country. The Ef-
quimaux alone, he added, inhabit its fhores, and kill
a large fith that is found in it, which is a principal
part of their food ; this, we prefumed, muft be the
whale. He alfo mentioned white bears and another
large animal which was feen in thofe parts, but our
hunters could not underftand the defcription which he
gave of it. He alfo reprefented their canoes as being
of a large conftruction, which would commodioufly
contain four or five families. However, to reconcile
the Englith chief to the neceffary continuance in my
fervice, I prefented him with one of my capots or
travelling coats ; at the fame time, to fatisfy the guide
and keep him, if poffible, in good humour, I gave him
a fkin of the moofe-deer, which, in his opinion, was
a valuable prefent,

(Sunday 12.) It rained with violence throughout the
night, and till two in the morning ; the weather con-
tinuing very cold. We proceeded on the fame mean-
dering courfe as yefterday, the wind North-North-
Weft, and the country fo naked that fcarce a fhrub
was to be feen. At ten in the morning, we landed
where there were four huts, exactly the fame as thofe
which have been fo lately defcribed. The adjacent
land is high and covered with fhort grafs and flowers,
though the earth was not thawed above four inches
from the furface; beneath which was a folid body of
ice. This beautiful appearance, however, was ftrangely
contrafted with the ice and fnow that are feen in the
vallies. The foil, where there is any, is a yellow clay
mixed with flones. Thefe huts appear to have been

inhabited
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inhabited during the lat winter ; and we had reafon
to think, that fome of the natives had been lately
there, as the beach was covered with the track of
their feet. Many of the runners and bars of their
fledges were laid -together, near the houfes, in a man-<
ner that feemed to denote the return of the proprie-
tors. There were alfo pieces of netting made of
finews, and fome bark of the willow. The thread of
the former was plaited, and no ordinary portion of
time muift have been employed in manufatturing fo
great a length of cord. A fquare ftone-kettle, with
a flat bottom, alfo occupied our attention, which was
capable of containing two gallons ; and we were puz-
zled as to the means thefe people mult have em-
played to have chifelled it out of a folid rock into
its prefent form. To thefe articles may be added, fmall
pieces of flint fixed into handles of wood, which, probably,
ferve as knives; feveral wooden dithes ; the ftern and
part of a large canoe ; pieces of very thick leather,
which we conjeCtured to be the covering of a canoe;
feveral bones of large fith, and two heads; but we
could not determine the animal to which they belong-
ed, though we conjeCtured that it muft be the fea-
horfe.

When we had fatisfied our curiofity we re-embarked,
but we were at a lofs what courfe to fteer, as our guide
feemed to be as ignorant of this country as ourfelves.
Though the current was very ftrong, we appeared to have
come to the entrance of the lake, The ftream fet to the
Weft, and we went with it to an high point, at the diftance
of about eight miles, which we conjectured to be an ifland ;
but, on approaching it, we perceived it to be cennected

Gg 2 with
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with the fhore by a low neck of land. I now took an
obfervation which gave 69. 1. North latitude. From the
point that has been juft mentioned, we continued the fame
courfe for the Wefternmoft point of an high ifland, and
the Wefternmotft land in fight, at the diftance of fiftcen
miles, .

The lake was quite open to us to the Weftward, and
out of the channel of the river there was not more than
four feet water, and in fome places the depth did not exceed
one foot. From the fhallownefs of the water it was im-
poffible to coaft to the Weftward. At five o'clock we
arrived at the ifland, and during the laft fifteen miles, five
feet was the deepeft water. The lake now appeared to be
covered with ice, for about two leagues diftance, and no
land ahead, fo that we were prevented from proceeding in
this direction by the ice, and the fhallownes of the water
along the fhore.

We landed at the boundary of our voyage in this direc-
tion, and as foon as the tents were pitched 1 ordered the
nets to be fet, when I proceeded with the Englifh chief to
the higheft part of the ifland, from which we difcovered
the folid ice, extending from the South-Weft by compafs
to the Eaftward. As far as the eye could reach to the
South-Weftward, we could dimly perceive a chain of
mountains, ﬁretching further to the North than the edge
of the ice, at the diftance of upwards of twenty leagues.
To the Eaftward we faw many iflands, and in our progrefs
we met with a confiderable number of white partridges,
now become brown. There were alfo flocks of very beau-
tiful plovers, and I found the neft of one of them with four
eggs. White owls, likewife, were among the inhabitants

of
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of the place : but the dead, as well as the living, demanded
our attention, for we came to the grave of one of the
natives, by which lay a bow, a paddle, and a fpear. The
Indians informed me that they landed on a fmall ifland,
about four leagues from hence, where they had feen the
tracks of two men, that were quite freth; they had allo
found a fecret ftore of train oil, and feveral bones of white
bears were fcattered about the place where it was hid.
The wind was now fo high that it was impraticable for
us to vifit the nets.

My people could not, at this time, refrain from expref-
fions of real concern, that they were obliged to return
without reaching the fea : indeed the hope of attaining this
obje&t encouraged them to bear, without repining, the
hardthips of our unremitting voyage. For fome time paft
their fpirits were animated by the expectation that another
day would bring them to the Mer deoucft : and even inout
prefent fituation they declared their readinefs to follow me
wherever I fhould be pleafed to lead them. We faw feveral
large white gulls, and other birds, whofe backs, and upper
feathers of the wing, are brown ; and whofe belly, and under
feathers of the wing are white.

CHAP,
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CHAPTER V.

The baggage removed Jrom the rifing of the water., One
of the nets dyiven away by the wind and current,
Whales are Seene Go in purfuit of them, but prevented
Jrom continuing it by the Jog.  Proceed to take & view
of the ice. Canoe in danger from the Jwell.  Examine
the iflands. Deferibe one of them.  Eredt a o to
perpetuate our wvifit there, The rifing of the water
appears to be the tide. Succefiful Sfbing,  Uncer tain
weather.  Sail among the iflands.  Proceed 0 a river.
Temperature of the air improves. Land on a Jmall
ifland, which is a place of Jpulture. Defeription of it,

. See a great mumber of wild fowl, Fine view of the
river from the high land. The hunters kill rein-deer,
Cranberries, &c. found in great plenty,  The appearance
and flate of the country. Our guide deferts.  Lavge
Sight of geefe - kil many of them. - Violent rain,
Return up the viver. Leave the channels for the main
Siream.  Obliged to tow the camse, ILand among  the
natives.  Circumflances concerming them. Their account
of the Efguimaux Indians. Aecompany  the natives to
their huts,  Aecount of our provifions. '

(Monday 13.) L v E had no fooner retired to reft

laft night, if I may ufe that expreflion, in a country where
the fun never finks beneath the horizon, than fomne of the
people were obliged to rife and remove the baggage, on

account
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account of the rifing of the water. At eight in the morn-
ing the weather was fine and calm, which afforded
an opportunity to examine the nets, one of which had
been driven from its pofition by the wind and current.
We caught feven poiffons inconnus, which were unpala-
table ; a white fifh, that proved delicious ; and another about
the fize of an herring, which none of us had ever feen be-
fore, except the Englith chief, who recognized it as being
of a kind that abounds in Hudfon’s Bay. About noon the
wind blew hard from the Weftward, when I took an ob-
fervation, which gave 69. 14. North latitude, and the me-
ridian variation of the compafs was thirty-fix degrees Eaft-
ward¥*,

This afternoon I re-afcended the hill, but could not dif-
cover that the ice had been put in motion by the force of
the wind. At the fame time I could juft diftinguifh two
{mall iflands in the ice, to the North-Weft by compafs.
I now thought it neceffary to give a new net to my men
to mount, in order to obtain as much provifion as poffible
from the water, our ftores being reduced to about five
hundred weight, which, without any other fupply, would
not have fufficed for fifteen people above twelve days. One
of the young Indians, however, was fo fortunate as to find
the net that had been miffing, and which contained three
of the poiffons inconnus.

( Tuefday 14.) Itblew veryhard from the North-Weft
fince the preceding evening. Having fat up till three in
the morning, I flept longer than ufual ; but about eight one

* The longitude has fince been difcovered by the dead
reckoning to be 135. Weft.
of
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of my men faw a great many animals in the water, which
he at firft fuppofed to be picces of ice. About nine, how-
ever, I was awakened to refolve the doubts which had
taken place refpecting this extraordinary appearance. I
immediately perceived that they were whales; and having
ordered the canoe to be prepared, we embarked in purfuit
of them. It was, indeed, a very wild and unrefleGting
enterprife, and it was a very fortunate circumftance that we
failed in our attempt to overtake them, as a firoke from
the tail of one of thefe enormous fith would have dafhed
the canoe topieces. We may, perhaps, havebeenindebted
to the foggy weather for our fafety, as it prevented us from
continuing our purfuit. Our guide informed us that they
are the fame kind of fith which are the principal food of
the Efquimaux, and they were frequently feen as large as
our canoe. The part of them which appeared above the
water was altogether white, and they were much larger than
the largeft porpoife.

About twelve the fog difperfed, and being curious to
take a view of the ice, I gave orders for the canoe to be got
in readinefs. 'We accordingly embarked, and the Indians
followed us, We had not, however, been an Hour on the
water, when the wind rofe on a fudden from the North-
Eaft, and obliged us to tack about, and the return of the
fog prevented us from afcertaining our diftance from the
ice; indeed, from this circumftance, the ifland which we
had fo lately left was but dimly feen. Though the wind
was clofe, we ventured to hoift the fail, and from the vio-
lence of the {well it was only by great exertions that two men
could bale put the water from our canoe. We were in a
ftate of actual danger, and felt every correfponding emotion
of pleafure when we reached the land. The Indians had

fortunately
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fortunately got more to windward, fo that the fwell in fome
meafure drove them on fhore, though their canoes were
nearly filled with water ; and had they been laden, we fhould
have feen them no more. As I did not propofe to fatisfy
my curiofity at the rifk of fimilar dangers, we continued
our courfe along the iflands, which fcreened us from the
wind. I was now determined to take a more particular
examination of the iflands, in the hope of meeting with
parties of the natives, from whom I mightbe able to obtain
fome interefting intelligence, though our condu&or dif-
couraged my expetations by reprefenting them as very
fhy and inacceffible people. At the fame time he informed
me that we fhould probably find fome of them, if we navi-

gated the channel which he had originally recommended -

us to enter.

At eight we encamped on the Eaftern end of the ifland,
which I had named the Whale Ifland. It is about feven
leagues in length, Eaft and Weft by compafs ; but not
more than half a mile in breadth, We faw feveral red
foxes, one of which was killed. There were alfo five or
fix very old huts on the point where we had taken our
ftation. The nets were now fet, and one of them in five
fathom water, the current fetting Norh-Eaft by compafs.
This morning I ordered a poft to be erected clofe to our
tents, on which I engraved the latitude of the place, my
own name, the number of perfons which I had with me,
and the time we remained there.

( Wednef. 15. ) Being awakened by fome cafual cir-
cumftance, at four this morning, 1 was furprifed on per-
ceiving that the water had flowed under our baggage. As
the wind had not changed, and did not blow with greater

Vol. L Hh violence
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violence than when we went to reft, we were all of opi-
nion that this circumftance proceeded from the tide. We
had, indeed, obferved at the other end of the ifland that the
water rofe and fell ; but we then imagined that it mufl
have been occafioned by the wind. The water continued
to rife till about fix, but I could not afcertain the time
with the requifite precifion, as the wind then began to
blow with great violence ; I therefore determined, at all
events, to remain here till the next morning, though, as
it happened, the ftate of the wind was fuch as to render
my ftay here an act of neceflity. Our nets were not very
fuccefsful, as they prefented us with only eight fith. From
an obfervation which I obtained at noon, we were in 6q.
4. North latitude. As the evening approached, the wind
increafed, and the weather became cold. Two {wans were
the only provifion which the hunters procured for us.

( Thurfday 16.) The rain did not ceafe till feven this
morning, the weather being at intervals very cold and un-
pleafant. Such was its inconftancy, that I could not make
an accurate obfervation ; but the tide appeared to rife fixteen

or eighteen inches.

We now embarked, and fteered under fail among the
iflands, where I hoped to meet with fome of the natives,
but my expetation was not gratified. Our guide imagi-
ned that they were gone to their diftant haunts, where they
fith for whales and hunt the rein-deer, that are oppofite to
his country. His relations, he faid, fee them every year,
but he did not encourage us to expect that we thould find
any of them, unlefs it were at a {mall river that falls into
the great one, from the Eaftward, at a confiderable diftance

from our immediate fituation. We accordingly made for
' the
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the river, and ftemmed the current, At two in the after-
noon the water was quite fhallow in every part of our
courfe, and we could always find the bottom with the
paddle. At feven we landed, encamped, and fet the nets.
Here the Indians killed two geefe, two cranes, and a white
owl. Since we entered the river, we experienced a very
agreeable change in the temperature of the air ; but this
pleafant circumftance was not without its inconvenience,
as it fubjeCted us to the perfecution of the mufquitoes.

( Friday 17.) On taking up the nets, they were found
tocontainbut fix fith, We embarked at four in the morn-
ing, and paffed four encampments, which appeared to
have been very lately inhabited. 'We then landed upon a
{mall round ifland, clofe to the Eaftern fhore, which pof-
feffed fomewhat of a facred characler, as the top of it feeined
to be a place of fepulture, from the numerous graves which
we obferved there. We found the frame of a fmall ca-
noe, with various difhes, tri’mghs, and other utenfils, which
had been the living property of thofe who could now ufe
them no more, and form the ordinary accompaniments of
their laft abodes. As no part of the fkins that muft have
covered the canoe was remaining, we concluded that it had
been eaten by wild animals that inhabit, or occafionally
frequent, the ifland. The frame of the canoe, which was
entire, was put together with whalebone : it was fewed in
fome parts, and tied in others. The fledges were from
four to eight feet long ; the length of the birs was upwards
of two feet ; the runners were two inches thick and
nine inches deep ; the prow was two feet and an half high,
and formed of two pieces, fewed with whalebone; to three
other thin fpars of wood, which were of the fame height,

and fixed in the runners by means of mortifes, were fewed
two
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two thin broad bars lengthways, at a fmall diftance from
each other ; thefe frames were fixed together with three or
four crofs bars, tied faft upon the runners ; and on the lower
edge of the latter, fmall pieces of horn were failened by
wooden pegs, that they might {lide with greater facility.
They are drawn by fhafts, which I imagine are applied to
any particular fledge as they are wanted, as 1 faw no more
than one pair of them,

~ About half paft one we came oppofite to the firlt {pruce-
tree that we had feen for fome time : there are but very
few of them on the main land, and they are very fmall;
thofe are larger which are found on the iflands, where they
grow in patches, and clofe together. It is, indeed, very
extraordinary that there fhould be any wood whatever ina
country where the ground never thaws above five inches
from the furface, We landed at feven in the evening.
The weather was now very pleafant, and in the courfe of
the day we faw great numbers of wild fowl, with their
young ones , but they were fo thy that we could not ap-
proach them. The Indians were not very fuccefsful in
their foraging party, as they killed only two grey cranes,
and a grey goofe. Two of them were employed on the
high land to the Eaftward, through the greater part of the
day, in fearch of rein-deer, but they could difcover nothing
more than a few tracks of that animal. I alfo afcended
the high land, from whence I had a delightful view of the
river, divided into innumerable ftreams, meandering through
iflands, fome of which were covered with wood, and others
with grafs, The mountains, that formed the oppofite ho-
rizon, were at the diftance of forty miles. The inland
.view was neither fo extenfive nor agreeable, being termi-
nated by a near range of blcak, barren hills, between which
are
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are {mall lakes or ponds, while the {urrounding country is
covered with tufts of mofs, without the fhade of a fingle
tree. Along the hills is a kind of fence, made with bran-
ches, where the natives had fet fnares to catch white par-
tridges.

( Saturday 18.) The nets did not produce a fingle
fith, and at three o’clock in the morning we took our de-
parture.  The weather was{me and clear, and we paffed
feveral encampments.  As the prints of human feet were
very frefh in the fand, it conld not have been long fince
the natives had vifited the fpot. We now proceeded in
the hope of meeting with fome of them at the river,
whither our guide was conduéting us with that expetation.
We obferved a great number of trees, in different places,
whofe branches had been lopped off to the tops. They
denote the immediate abode of the natives, and probably
ferve for fignals to dire@ each other to their refpeltive
winter quarters. Our hunters, in the courfe of the day killed
two rein-deer, which were the only large animals that we
had feen fince we had been in this river, and proved a very
feafonable fupply, as our Pemmican had become mouldy
for fome time palt ; though in that fituation we were under
the neceflity of eating it.

In the vallies and low lands near the river, cranberries
are found in great abundance, particularly in favourable
afpe@s. It is a fingular circumftance, that the fruit of
two fucceeding years may be gathered at the fame time,
from the fame thrub. Here was alfo another berry, ofa
very pale yellow colour, that refembles a raipberry, and is
of a very agreeable flavour. There is a great variety of
other plants and herbs, whofe names and properties are
unknown to me,

The
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The weather became cold towards the afternoon, with
the appearance of rain, and we landed for the night at feven
in the evening. The Indians killed eight geefe. During
the greater part of the day I walked with the Englith chief,
and found it very difagreeable and fatiguing. Though the
country is {o elevated, it was one continual morafs, except
on the fummits of fome barren hills. As I carried my
hanger in my hand, I frequently examined if any part of
the ground was in a ftate of thaw, but could never force
the blade into it, beyond the depth of fix or eight inches.
The face of the high land, towards the river, is in fome
places rocky, and in others a mixture of fand and flone,
veined with a kind of red earth, with which the natives
bedaub themfelves.

(Sunday 19.) It rained, and blew hard from the North,
till cight in the morning, when we difcovered that our
conductor had efcaped. I was, indeed, furprifed at his ho-
nefty, as he left the moofe-fkin which I had given him for
a covering, and went off in his thirt, though the weather
was very cold. Iinquired of the Indians if they had given
him any caufe of offence, or had obferved any recent dif~
pofition in him to defert us, but they affured me that they
had not in any inftance difpleafed him : at the fame time
* they recolleGted that he had exprefled his apprehenfions of
being taken away as a flave ; and his alarms were probably
increafed on the preceding day, when he faw them Kkill
the two rein-deer with fo much readinefs. In the after-
noon the weather became fine and clear, when we faw
large flights of geefe with their young ones, and the hunters
killed twenty-two of them. As they had at this time
caft their feathers, they could not fly. They were of a

fmall kind,and much inferior in fize to thofe that frequent
the
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the vicinity of Athabafca. At eight, we took our ftation
near an Indian encampment, and, as we had obferved in
fimilar fituations, pieces of bone, rein-deer's horn, &c.
were fcattered about it. It alfo appeared, that the natives

had been employed here in working wood into arms,
utenfils , &c. '

( Monday 20. ) We embarked at three this morning,-

when the weather was cloudy, with {fmall rain and aft wind.
About twelve the rain became fo violent as to com-
pel us to encamp at two in the afternoon. We faw great
numbers of fowl, and killed among us fifteen geefe and
four fwans. Had the weather been more favourable, we
fhould have added confiderably to our booty. We now
paffed the river, where we expected to meet fome of the
natives, but difcovered no figns of them. The ground
clofe to the river does not rife to any confiderable height,
and the hills, which are at a fmall diftance, are covered
with the fpruce fir and fmall birch trees, to their very
fummits.

( Tuefday 21. ) We embarked at half paft one this
morning, when the weather was cold and unpleafant, and
the wind South-Wefl. At ten, we left the channels form-
ed by the iflands for the uninterrupted channel of the
river, where we found the current fo ftrong, that it was
abfolutely neceffary to tow the canoe with a line. The
1and on both fides was elevated, and almoft perpendicular,
and the fhore beneath it, which is of no great breadth, was
covered with a grey ftone that falls from the precipice.
We made much greater‘ex pedition with the line, than we
could have done with the paddles. The men in the canoe
relieved two of thofe on fhore every two hours, fo that it

was
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was very hard and fatiguing duty, but it faved a great deal
of that time which was fo precious to us. At half paft
eight, we landed at the fame fpot where we had already
encamped on the ninth inftant.

In about an hour after our arrival, we were joined by
_eleven of the natives, who were ftationed further up the
river, and there were fome among them whom we had not
feen during our former vifit to this place. The brother of
our late guide, however, was of the party, and was eager
in his inquiries after him; but our account did not prove
fatisfactory.  They all gave evident tokens of their fufpi-
cion, and each of them made a diftin& harangue on the
occafion. Our Indians, indeed, did not underftand their
cloquence, though they conjetured it to be very unfa-
vourable to our affertions. The brother, neverthelefs,
propofed to barter his credulity for a fmall quantity of
beads, and promifed to believe every thing 1 fhould fay, if
T would gratify him with a few of thofe baubles : but he
did not fucceed in his propofition, and I contented myfelf
with giving him the bow and arrows which our conduor
had left with us,

My people were now neceffarily engaged in putting the
fire-arms in order, after the violent rain of the preceding
day ; an employment which very much attradted the cu-
riofity, and appeared, in fome degree to awaken the appre-
henfions, of the natives, To their inquiries concerning
+ the motives of our preparation, we anfwered by fthewing a
piece of meat and a goofe, and informing them, that we
* ‘were preparing our arms to procure fimilar provifions ; at
the fame time we affured them, though it was our intention
to kill any animals we might find, there was no intention to

hurt
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hurt or injure them, They, however, entreated us not
to difcharge our pieces’in their prefence. I requefted the
Englifh chief to afk them fome queftions, which they cither
did not or would not underftand ; fo that Ifailed in obtain-
ing any information from them.,

All my people went to reft ; but I thought it prudent to
fit up, in order to watch the motions of the natives. This
circumflance was a fubjeét of their inquiry ; and their cu-
riofity was ftill more excited, when they faw me employed
in writing. About twelve o’clock I perceived four of
their women coming along the fhore ; and they were no
fooner feen by their friends, than they ran haftily te meet
them, and perfuaded two of them, who, I fuppofe, were
young, to return, while they brought the other two who
were very old, to enjoy the warmth of our fire ; but, after
ftaying there for about half an hour, they alfo retreated,
Thofe who remained, immediately kindied a fmall fire, and
laid themfelves down to fleep round it, like fo many whelps,
having neither fkins or garments of any kind to cover them,
notwithf{tanding the cold that prevailed. My people having '
placed their kettle of meat on the fire, I was obliged to
guard it from the natives, who made feveral attempts to
poffefs themfelves of its contents; and this was the only
inflance | had hitherto difcovered, of their being influenced
by a pilfering difpofition. It might, perhaps, be a general
opinion, that provifions werea common property. I now
faw the fun fet for the firft time fince 1 had been here be-
fore. Daring the preceding night, the weather was fo
cloudy, that I could not obferve its defcent to the horizon,
The water had funk, at this place, upward of three feet

fince we had paffed down the river.
Vol. L. Ii ( Wednel
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( Wednef. 22.) We began our march at half pait three
this morning, the men being employed to tow the canoe.
I walked with the I:dians to their huts, which were at a
greater diftance than I had any reafon to expe&, for it
occupied three hours in hard walking to reach them. We
paffed a narrow and deep river in our way, at the mouth
of which the natives had fet their nets. They had hid
their effets, and fent their young women into the woods,
as we faw but very few of the former, and none of the
latter. They had large huts built with drift wood on the
declivity of the beach, and in the infide the earth was dug
away, fo as to form a level floor. At each end was a ftout
fork, whereon was laid a ftrong ridge-pole, which formeda
fupport to the whole ftruture, and a covering of {pruce
bark preferved it from the rain.  Various fpars of different
heights were fixed within the hut, and covered with {plit
fith that hung on them to dry; and fires were made in
different parts to accelerate the operation. There were
rails alfo on the outfide of the building, which were hung
around with fith, butin a frefher ftate than thofe within,
The fpawn is alfo carefully preferved and dried in the fame
manner. We obtained as many fifh from them as the
canoe could conveniently contain, and fome ftrings of beads
were the price paid for them, an article which they pre-
ferred to every other. Iron they held in Little or no efti-
mation. ‘

During the two hours that T remained here, I employed
the Englith chiefin a continual flate of inquiry concerning
thefe people. The information that refulted from this
conference was as follows.

‘This nation or tribe is very numerous, with whom the
Efquimaux
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E(quimaux had been continually at variance, a people who
take every advantage of attacking thofe who are not in a
fate to defend themfelves; and though they had promifed
friendfhip, had lately, and in the moft treacherous manner,
butchered fome of their people. As a proof of this cir-
cumftance, the relations of the deceafed fhewed us, that
they had cat off their hair on the occafion. They alfo
declared their determination to withdraw all confidence in
fature from the Efquimaux, and to colle® themfelves in
a formidable body, that they might be enabled to revenge
the death of their friends.

From their account, a ftrong party of Efquimaux occa-
fionally afcends this river, in large canoes, in fearch of
flint ftones, which they employ to point their fpears and
arrows. They were now at their lake due Eaft from the
fpot where we then were, which was at no great diftance
over land, where they kill the rein-deer, and where they
would foon begin to catch big fith for the winter ftock.
‘We could not, howeve;, obtainany information refpeCting
the lake in the dire&ion in which we were. To the
Eaftward and Weftward where they faw it, the ice breaks
up, but foon freezes again.

The Efquimaux informed them that they faw large
canoes full of white men to the Weftward, eight or ten
winters ago, from whom they obtained iron in exchange
for leather. The lake where they met thefe canoes, is
called by them Belboullay Toe, or White Man’s Lake.
They alfo reprefented the Efquimaux as drefling like them-
{felves. They wear their hair {hort, and have two holes
perforated, one on each fide of the moath, in a line with
the under lip, in which they place. long beads that they

Iia find
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find in the lake. Their bows are fomewhat different from
thofe ufed by the natives we had feen, and they employ
flings from whence they throw ftones with fuch dexterity
that they prove very formidable weapons in the day of
battle.

We allo learned in addition from the natives, that we
fhould not fee any more of their relations, as they had all
left the river to go in purfuit of rein-deer for their provi-
fions, and that they themfelves {hould engage in a fimilar
expedition in a few days. Rein-deer, bears, wolvereens,
martens, foxes, hares, and white buffaloes are the only
quadrupeds in their country ; and that the latter were only
to be found in the mountains to the Weftward,

We proceeded with the line throughout the day, except
two hours, when we employed the fail. We encamped
at eight in the evening. From the place we quitted this
morning, the banks of the river are well covered with
{mall wood, fpruce, firs, birch, and willow. We found
it very warm during the whole of our progrefs,

( Thurfday 23.) At five in the morning we proceeded
on our voyage, but found it very difficult to travel along
the beach. We obferved feveral places where the natives
had ftationed themfelves and fet their nets fince our paffage
downwards, We pafled a fmall river, and at five o’clock
our Indians put to fhore in order to encamp, but we pro-
ceeded onwards, which difpleafed them very much, from
the fatigue they fuffered, and at eight we encamped at our
pofition of the 8th inftant, The day was very fine, and
we employed the towing line throughout the courfe of it,
At ten, our hunters returned, fullen and diffatisfied. We

had
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had not touched any of our provifion ftores for fix days,
in which time we had confumed two rein-deer, four fwans,
forty-five geefe, and a confiderable quantity of fith : but it
is to be confidered, that we were ten men, and four women.
I have always obferved, that the north men poffeffed very
hearty appetites, but they were very much exceeded by
thofe with me, (ince we entered this river. I fhould really
have thought it abfolute gluttony in my people, if my own
appetite had not increafed in a fimilar proportion,
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CHAPTER VI

Employ the towing line. Defeription of @ place where the
Indians come to collet flint. Their fhynefs and fufpi-
cions. . Current leffens.  Appearance of the country. Abun-
dance of bares. Violent florm. Land near three lodges
Alarm of the Indians,  Supply of fifb from them. Their
Jfabulous accounts.  Continue to fee Indian lodges, Treat-
ment of a difeafe.  Mifunderflanding  with the na-
tives. The interpreter harangues them. Their accounts
fimilar to thofe we have already veceived. Their cu-
rious conduél. Purchafe fome beaver fhins. Shoot one
of their dogs. The confequence of that aff. Appreben-
Sions of the women, Large quantities of liquorice. Swal-
low’s nefls feen in the precipices. Fall in with a party of
natives killing  geefe.  Circumflances concerning  them,
Hurricane.  Variation of the weather. Kill great numbers
of geefe. Abundance of feveral kinds of berries.
State of the river and its bank,

(Friday 24.) AT five we continued our courfe,
but, in a very fhort time, were under the neceflity of
applying to the aid of the line, the ftream being fo ftrong
as to render all our attempts unavailing to flem it with the
paddles. We paffed a fmall river, on each fide of which
the natives and Efquimaux colle@ flint. The bank is an

high, fteep, and foft rock, variegated with red, green,
and -
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and yellow hues. From the continual dripping of water,
parts of it frequently fall and break into fmall ftony flakes
like flate, but not fo hard. Among them are found
pieces of Petrolium, which bears a reflemblance to yellow
wax, but is more friable. The Englifh chief informed
me, that rocks of a fimilar kind are fcattered about the
country, at the back of the Slave Lake, where the Che-
pewyans -colle¢t copper.

At ten, we had an aft wind, and the men who had been
engaged in towing, re-embarked. At twelve we obferved
a lodge on the fide of the river, and its inhabitants running
about in great confufion, or hurrying to the woods.
Three men waited our arrival, though they remained at
fome diftance from us, with their bows and arrows ready
to be employed ; or at leaft, that appeared to be the idea
they wifhed to convey to us, by continually fnapping
the ftrings of the former, and the figns they made to forbid
our approach, The Englith chief, whofe language they,
in fome degree, underftood, endeavoured to remove their
diftruft of us; but till I went to them with a prefent
of beads, they refufed to have any communication with us.

When they firft perceived our fail, they took us for
the Efquimaux Indians, who employ a fail in their canoes.
They were fufpicious of our defigns, and queftioned us
with a view to .obtain fome knowledge of them. On

- fecing us in pofleflion of fome of the clothes, bows, &c.
which muft have belonged to fome of the Deguthee
Denees, or Quarrellers, they imagined, that we had killed
fome of them, and were bearing away the fruits of our
vittory. They appeared, indeed, to be of the fame tribe,
though they were afraid of acknowledging it. From their

queftions,
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queftions, it was evident that they had not received any
notice of our being in thofe parts.

They would not acknowledge that they had any wo-
men with them, though we had feen them running to the
woods ; but pretended that they had been left at a con-
fiderable diftance from the river, with fome relations,
who were engaged in kilking rein deer. Thefe people
had been here but a fhort time, and their lodge was not
yet completed ; nor had they any fih in a ftate of prepara-
tion for their provifion. I gave them a knife and fome
beads for: an horn-wedge or chifel, with which they fplit
their canoe-wood.  One of my Indians having broken his
paddle, attempted to take one of theirs, which was imme-
diately contefted by its owner, and on my interfering to
prevent this act of injuftice, he manifefted his gratitude to
me on the occafion.  We loft an hour and a half in this
conference,

The Englith chief was during the whole of the time in
the woods, where fome of the hidden property was difco-
vered, but the women contrived to elude the fearch that
was made after them. Some of thefe articles were pur-
loined, but I was ignorant of this circumftance till we had
taken our departure, or I fhould certainly. have given an
ample remuneration, Our chief exprefied his difpleafure
at their running away to conceal themfelves, their proper-
ty, and their young women, in very bitter terms. He
faid his heart was fet againft thofe flaves ; and complained
aloud of his difappointment in coming fo far without
fecing the natives, and getting fomething from them.

We employed the fail and the paddle fince ten this
morning,



WEST CONTINENT OF AMERICA. 943

morning, and pitched our tents at feven in the evening,
‘We had no fooner encamped than we were vifited by an

. Indian whom we had feen before, and whofe family was

at a fmall d.ftance up the river : at nine he left us. The
weather was clear and ferene.

( Saturday 25.) We embarked this morning at a quarter
paft three, and at feven we paffed the lodge of the Indian
who had vifited us the preceding evening. There appeared
to have been more than one fanuly, and we naturally
concluded that our vifitor had made fuch an unfavourable
report of us, as to induce his companions to fly on our
approach.  Their fire was not extinguithed. and they had
left a confiderable quantity of fifh feattered about their
dwelling.

The weather was now very fultry ; but the current had
relaxed of its force, {o that the paddie was fufficient for
our progrefls during the greatelt part of the day. The
inland part of the country is mountainous and the banks
of the river low, but covered with wood, among which is
the poplar, but of {mall growth, and th firft which we had
feen on our return. A pigeon alfo flew by us, and hares
appeared to be in great plenty, We paffed many Indian
encampments which we did not fee in our paflags down
the river. About feven the fky, to the Weftward, became
of u fteel-blue colour, with lightning and thunder. We
accordingly landed to prepare ourfelves againit the coming
ftorm ; but before we could ere@ our tents, it came on
with (uch violence, that we expe@ed it to carry every
thing before it. The ridge-poie of my tent was broken
in the middle, where it was found, and nine inches and
an half in circumference ; and we were obliged to throw

Vol. I, Kk ourfelves
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ourfelves flat on the groand to efcape being wounded by
the flones that were hurled about in the air like fand.
The violence of the ftorm, however, f{ubfided in a fhort
time, but left the fky overcaft with the appearance of
rain.

( Sunday 26. ) It rained from the preceding evening to
this morning, when we embarked at four o’clock. At
eight we landed at three large Indian lodges. Their inha-
bitants, who were afleep, exprefled ‘uncommon alarm and
agitation when they were awakened by us, though moft
of them had feen us before. Their habitations were
crowded with fifh, hanging to dry in every part ; but as we
wanted fome for prefent ufe, we fent their young men to
vifit the nets, and they returned with abundance of large
white fith, to which the name has been given of posffon
inconnu ; fome of a round fhape, and green colour; and a
few white ones ; all which were very agreeable food. Some
beads, and a few other trifles, were gratefully received in
return,  Thefe people are very fond of iron work of any
kind, and my men purchafed feveral of their articles for
fmall pieces of tin.

There were five or fix perfons whom we had not feen
before ; and among them was a Dog-rib Indian, whom
fome private quarrel had driven from his country. The
Englifh chief underftood him as well as one of his own
nation, and gave the following account of their converfa-
tion (—

He had been informed by the people with whom he
now lives, the Hare Indians, that there is another river on
the other fide of the mountains to the Sonth- Weft, which

falls
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falls into the Belbouliay Toe, or White man’s Lake,
in comparifon of which that on whofe banks we then
were, was but a {fmall ftream ; that the natives were very
large, and very wicked, and kill common men with their
eyes ; that they make canoes larger than ours ; that thofe
who inhabit the entrance of it kill a kind of beaver, the
fkin of which is almoft red ; and that large canoes often
frequent it.  As there is no known communication by
water with this river, the natives who faw it went over
the mountains.

As he mentioned that there were fome beavers in this
part of the country, I told him to hunt it, and defire the
others to do the fame, as well as the martens, fosxes,
beaver-eater or wolvereen, &c. which they might carry to
barter for iron with his own nation, who are fupplied with
goods by us, near their country. He was anxious to
know whether we fhould return that way : at the fame
time he informed us that we thould fee but few of the na-
tives along the river, as all the young men were engaged
in killing rein-deer, near the Efquimaunx Lake, which, he
alfo faid, was at no great diftance. The latter he reprefent-
ed as very treachcrous, and added, that they had killed one
of his people. He told us likewife, that fome plan of re-
venge was meditating, unlefs the off:nding party paid a
fufficient price for the bady of the murdered perfon.

My Indians were very ar:xious to poffefs themfelves of a
woman that was with the natives, but as they were not
willing to part with her, I interfered, to prevent her being
taken by force : indeed I'was obliged to exercife the utmoft
vigilance, as the Indians who accompanied me were ever
ready to take what they could from the natives, without

Kka making
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making them any retwrn,  About twelve we pafled a river
of fome appearance, flowing from the Eaftward. One of
the natives who followed us, called it the Winter Road
River. We did not find the ftream ftrong to-day along
the fhore, as there were many eddy currents : we there-
fore employed the fail during fome hours of it, and went
on fhore for the night at lalf paft.feven.

( Monday 2%.) The weather was now fine, and we
renewed our voyage at half paft two. At feven we landed
where there were three families, fituated clofe to the rapids,
We found but few people ; for as the Indian who followed
us yefterday had arrived here before us, we fuppofed that
the greater part had fled, on the intelligence which he gave
of our approach. Some of thefe people we had feen be-
fore, when they told us that they had left their property at
a lake in the neighbourhood, and had promifed to fetch it
before our return ; but we now found them as unprovided
as when we left them. They had plenty of fith, fome of
which was packed up in birch bark.

During the time we remained with them, which was
not more than two hours, I endeavoured to obtain fome
additional intelligence refpeCting the river which had been
mentioned on the preceding day ; when they declared
their total ignorance of it, but from the reports of others,
as they had never been beyond the mountains, on the
oppofite {ide of their own river : they had, howéver, been
informed that it was larger than that which wathed the
banks whereon they lived, and that its courfe was towards
the mid-day fun. They added, that there were people ar
a {mall diftance up the river, who inhabited the oppofite
mountains, and had lately defcended from them to obtain

fupplies
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fupplies of fith, Thefe people, they fuggefted, muft be
well acquainted with the other river, which was the object
of my inquiry. Iengaged one of them, by a bribe of fome
beads, to defcribe the circumjacent country upon the fand.
This fingular map he immediately undertook to delineate,
and accordingly traced out a very long point of land be-
tween the rivers, though without paying the leaft attention
to their courfes, which he reprefented as running into the
great lake, at the extremity of which, as he had been told
by Indians of other nations, there was a Belhoullay Couin,
or White Man’s Fort. This 1 took to be Unalafcha
Fort, and confequently the river to the Weft to be Cook’s
River ; and that the body of water or fea into which this
river difcharges itfelf at Whale lfland, communicates with
Norton Sound. I made an advantageous propofition to
this man to accompany me acrofs the mountains to the
other river, but he refufed it. At the fame time he recom-
mended me to the people already mentioned, who were
fithing in the neighbourhood, as better qualified to affilt
me in the undertaking which I had propofed.

One of this fmall company of natives was grievoufly
affli¢ed with ulcers in his back ; aud the only attention
which was paid to his miferable condition, as far at leaft as
we could difcover, proceeded from a woman, who care-
fully employed a bunch of feathers in preventing the tlies
from fettling upon his fores.

'At ten this morning we landed near the lodges which
had already been mentioned to us,and I ordered my people
to make preparation for paffing the remaining part of the
day here, in order to obtain that familiarity with the na-
tives which might induce them to afford ine, without re-

ferve,
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ferve, the information that T fhould require from them,
This object, however, was in danger of being altogether
fruftrated, by a mifunderftanding that had taken place be-
tween the natives and my young Indians, who were already
arrived there.  Before the latter could difembark, the for-
mer feized the canoe, and dragg-d it on fhore, and in this
a&t of violence the boat was broken, from the weight of
the perfons in it. This infult was on the point of being
ferioufly revenged, when 1 arrived, to prevent the conse-
quences of fuch adifpofition. The variation of the compafs
was about twenty-nine degrees to the Eaft.

At four in the afternoon I ordered my interpreter
to harangue the natives, affembled in council ; but his
long difcourfe obtained little fatisfaltory intelligence
from them. Their account of the river to the Weft-
ward, was fimilar to that which we had already received ;
and their defcription of the inhabitants of that country,
was ftill more abfurd and ridiculous. They reprefented
them as being of a gigantic ftature, and adorned with
wings; which, however, they never employed in flying.
That they fed on large birds, which they killed with
the greateft eafe, though common men would be cer-
tain victims of their voracity if they ventured to ap~
proach them. They alfodefcribed the people that inha-
bited the mouth of the river as poflefling the extraor-
dinary power of killing with their eyes, and devouring
a large beaver at a fingle meal. They added that canoes
of very large dimenfions vifited that place. They did not,
however, relate thefe ftrange circumftances from their
own knowledge, but on the reports of other tribes, as
they themfelves never ventured to proceed beyond the
firlt mountains, where they went in fearch of the finall

white
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white buffaloes, as the inhabitants of the other fide
_endeavour to kill them whenever they meet. They
likewife mentioned that the fources of thofe ftreams
which are tributary to both the great rivers, are fepa-
rated by the mountains. It appeared to us, however,
that thefe people knew more about the country than
they chofe to communicate , or at leaft reached me, as
the interpreter, who had long been tired of the voyage,
might conceal fuch a part of their communications as,
in his opinion, would induce me to follow new routes,
or extend my excurfions. No fooner was the confe-
rence concluded, than they began to dance, which is
their favourite, and, except jumping, their only amufe-
ment. In this paftime o!d and young, male and fe-

male, continued their exertions, till their ftrength was -

exhauited. This exercife was accompanied by loud imi-
tations of the various noises produced by the rein-deer,
the bear, and the wolf.

. When they had finifhed their antics, I defired the En-
glith chief to renew the former fubjets; which he did
without fuccefs. I therefore affumed an angry air, exprefi-
ed my fufpicions that they withheld their information,
and concluded with a menace, that if they did not give me
all the fatisfation in their power, I would force one of
them along with me to-morrow, to point out the road to
the other river. On this declaration, they all, at one and
the fame moment, became fick, and anfwered in a very
faint tone, that they knew no more than they had already
communicated, and that they fhould die if 1 took any of
them away. They began to perfuade my interpreter to
remain with them, as they loved him as well as they did

themfelves, and that he would be killed if he continued
’ with
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with me. Nor did this propofition, aided as it was by the
folicitation of his women, fail of producing a confiderable
effect upon him, though he endeavoured to conceal it from
me.

I now found that it would be fruitlefs for me to expect
- any accounts of the country, or the other great river, till
I got to the river of the Bear Lake, where I expected to
find fome of the natives, who promifed to wait for us there.
Thefe people had actually mentioned this river to me when
we paflfed them, but I then paid no attention to that cir-
cumflance, as I imagined it to be either a mifunderftanding
of my interpreter, or that it was an invention which, with
their other lies, might tend to prevent me from procceding
down their river,

We were plentifully fupplied with fith, as well dry as
frefh, by thefe people; they alfo gathered as many hurtle
berries as we chofe, for which we paid with the ufual ar-
ticles of beads, awls, knives, and tin. I purchafed a few
beaver-1kins of them, which, according to their accounts,
are not very numerous in this country; and that they do
not abound in moofe-deer and buffaloes. They were alarm-
ed for fome of their young men, who were killing geefe
higher up the river, and entreated us to do them no harm.
About fun-fet I was under the neceffity of thooting onc of
their dogs, as we could not keep thofe animals from our
baggage. It was in vain that I had remonftrated on this
fubject, fo that T was obliged to commit the a& which has
been juft mentioned.  When thefe people heard the report
of the piftol, and faw the dog dead, they were feized with
a very general alarm, and the women took their children
on their backs and ran into the woods. I ordered the

caufe
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caufe of this act of feverity to be explained, with the affur-
ance that no injury would be offered to themfelves. The
woman, however, to whom the dog belonged, was very
much affeCted, and declared that the lofs of five children,
during the preceding winter, had not affeéted her fo much
as the death of this animal.  But her grief was not of very
long duration; and a few beads, &c. foon affuaged hér
forrow. But as they can without difficulty get rid of their
affliction,  they can with equal eafe affume it, and feign
ficknefs if it be neceflary with the fame verfatility.  'When
wearrived this morning, we found thewomenin tears, from
an apprehenfion that we were come to take them away.
To the eye of an European they certainly were objects of
difguft; bat there were thofe among my party who obferv-
ed fome hidden charms in thefe females which rendered
them objects of defire, and means were found, I believe,
that very foon diffipated their alarms and fubdued their
coynefs.

On the upper part of the beach, liquorice grew in great
abundance and it was now in bloflom. I pulled up fome
of the roots, which were large and long; but the natives
were ignorant of its qualities, and confidered it as a weed
of no ufe or value,

( Tuefday 28.) At four this morning I ordered my
people to prepare for our departure; and while they were
loading the canoe, 1 went with the Englifh chief to vifit
the lodges, but the greater part of their inhabitants had
quitted them during the night, and thofe that remained
pretended ficknefs, and refufed to rife. ' When, however,
they were convinced that we did not mean to take any of
them with us, their ficknefs abandoned them, and when

Vol. L L1 we
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we had embatked, they came forth from their huts, to
defire that we would vifit their nets, which were at a {mall
diftance up the river, and take all the fith we might find in
them. We accordingly availed ourieives of this permiffion,
and took as many as were neccflary for our own fupply.

We landed fhortly after where there were two more
lodges, which were full of fith, but without any inhabitants,
who were probably with the natives whom we had juft
lef. My Indians, in rummaging thefe places, found
feveral articles which they propofed to take ; Itherefore gave
beads and awls, to be left as the purchafe of them ; but this
act of juftice they were not able to comprehend, as the
people themfelves were not prefent. I took up anetand
left a large knife in the place of it. It was about four fa-
thoms long, and thirty-two mefhes in depth : thefe nets are
much more convenient to fet in the eddy current than our
long ones. This is the place that the Indians call a rapid,
though we went up it all the way with the paddle ; {o that
the current could not be fo ftrong here, as in many other
parts of the river; indeed if it were fo, the difficulty of
towing would be almoft infuperable, as in many parts the
rocks, which are of a great height and rather project over the
water, leave no fhore between them and theftream. Thefe
precipices abound in {wallows’ nefts. The weather was
now very fultry, and at eleven we were under the neceflity

of landing to gum our canoe.

In about an hour we fet forward, and at one in the
afternoon, went on fhore at a fire, which we fuppofed to
have been kindled by the young men, who, as we had been
already informed, were hunting geefe,  Our hunters found
their canoe and the fowl they had got, fecreted in the

' woods ;
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woods; and foon after, the people themfelves, whom they
brought to the waterfide. Out of two hundred geefe we
picked thirty-fix which were eatable ; the reft were putrid
and emitted an horrid ftench. They had been killed fome
time without having been gutted, and in this ftate of loath-
fome rottennefs, we have every reafon to fuppofe they are
eaten by the natives. We paid for thofe which we had
taken, and departed. At feven in the evening, the weather
became cloudy and overcaft; at cight we encamped ; atnine,

it began to thunder with great violence ; an heavy rain fuc- -

ceeded, accompanied with an hurricane, that blew down our
tents, and threatened to carry away the canoe, which had
been faftened to fome trees with a cod-line. The ftorm
lafted two hours and deluged us with wet.

( Wednef. 29. ) Yefterday the weather was cloudy
and the heat infupportable ; and now we could not put
on clothes enough to keep us warm. We embaiked
at a quarter paft four with an aft wind, which drove
us on at a great rate, though the current is very ftrong.
At ten we came to the other rapid which we got up
with the line on the Weft fide, where we found it
much ftronger than when we went down ; the water
had alfo fallen at leaft five feet fince that time, fo that
feveral fhoals appearcd in the river which we had not
feen before. One of my hunters narrowly efcaped being
drowned in croffing a river that falls in from the Weft-
ward, and is the moft confiderable, except the mountain
river, that flows in this dire@tion. We had firong
Northerly and cold wind throughout the whole of the
day, and took our ftation for the night at a quarter
paft eight. We killed a goofe and caught fome young
ones.

Ltl2 ( Thurfday
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{ Tharfday 30.) We renewed our voyage at four
this morning after a very ramny night. The weather
was cloudy, but the cold had moderated, and the wind
was North-Weft.  We were enabled to employ the fail
during part of the day, and encamped at about feven in
the evening.  We killed eleven old geefe and forty young
ones which had juft begun to fly. The Englith chief
was very much irritated againft one of his young men :
that jealoufy occafioned this uneafinefs, and that it was
*not without very fufficient caufe, was all T could dif-
cover. For the laft two or three days we had eaten the
liquorice root, of which there is great abundance on
the banks of the river.  We found it a powerful aftrin-
gent,

( Friday 31. ) The rain was continual throughout the
night, and did not fubfide tl] nine this morning, when
we renewed our progrefs. The wind and weather the
fame as yefterday. About three in the afternoon it cleared
up and the wind died away, when it became warm. At
five the wind veered to the Eaft, and brought cold along
with it.  There were Plenty of whirtle berries, rafpber-
ries, and a berry called Poire, which grows in the greate(t
abundance. We were very much impeded in our way
by thoals of fand and fmall ftones, which render the
water fhallow at a diftance from the fhore. In other
Places the bank of the river is lofty : it is formed of
black earth and fand, and, as it js continually falling,
difplayed to us, in fome - parts, a face of folid ice, to
within a foot of the furface, We finithed this day’s
voyage at a quarter before eight and in the courfe of it
killed feven geefe. :
We
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We now had recourfe to our corn, for we had only
confumed three days of our original provifion fince we
began to mount the current. It was my intention to
have afcended the river on the South fide from the laft
rapid, to difcover if there were any rivers of confequence
that flow from the Weftward : but the fand-banks were fo
numerous and the current fo ftrong, that I was compelled
to traverfe to the oppofite fide, where the eddy currents
are very frequent, which gave us an opportunity of fet-.
ting our nets and making much more head-way.

CHAP.
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CHAPTER VII.

Voyage continued.  Sufpect the integrity of the interpreter,
Stars vifible.  Springs of mineral water, and lumps of
ron ore. Arrive at the river of the Bear Lake,
Coal mine in a flate of combufiion.  Water of the river
diminifhed. Continue 1o Sfee  Indian encampments, and
kill geefe, &c. Hunting excurfions. A canoe found on
the edge of a wood, Atempt to afcend  a mountain.
Account of the paffage to it. Sec Jew of the na-
tives. Kill a beaver and fome hbares. Defign of the
Englifh chicf. Kill a wolf.  Changeable flate of the
weather.  Recover the Pemmican, which had been hid-
den in an ifland.  Natives Sy at our approach. Meet
with dogs.  Altercation with the Englifh  chicf. Ac-
count of the articles left by the Jugitives.  Shoals
of the river covered with Jaline matter,  Encamp at
the mouth of the river of the mountain. The ground
on fire on each fide of it. Cowtinue 1o [fee encampments
of the natives. Various kinds of berries.  Kill geefe,
Swans, &, &, &9, Corroding quality of the water.
Weather changeable. Reach the entrance of the Slave
Lake.  Dangers encountered on entering it, Caught pike
and trout. Met M. Le Roux on the lake. Further
crcumflances till our return 1o Fort Chepewyan, Cone
clufion of the wvoyage.

1789 AvcusT.,

( Saturday 1. ) ‘/ " E embarked at three this morn-

ing, the weather being clear and cold, with the wind
at
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at South-Eaft. At three in the afternoon we traverfed
and landed to take the canoe in tow : here was an encamp-

‘ment of the natives, which we had reafon to fuppofe

they had quitted the preceding day. At five we per-
ceived a family, confifting of a man, two women, and
as many children, ftationed by the fide of the water,
whom we had not feen before. They informed us,
that they had but few fith, and that nonc of their
friends were in the neighbourhood, except the inhabi-
tants of one lodge on the other fide of the river, and
a man who belonged to them, and who was now oc-
cupied in hunting. I now found my interpreter very
unwilling to afk fuch queftions as were di¢tated to
him, from the apprehenfion, as I imagined, that I might
obtain fuch intelligence as would prevent him from

feeing Athabafca this feafon. We left him with the

Indian, and pitched our tents at the fame place where
we had paffed the night on the fifth of laft month.
The Englifh chief came along with the Indian to our
fire; and the latter informed us that the native who
went down part of the river with us had paffed there,
and that we fhould meet with three lodges of his tribe
above the river of the Bear Lake. Of the river to
the Weftward he knew nothing but from the relation
of others. This was the firft night fince our depar-
ture from Athabafca, when it was fufficiently dark to
render the ftars vifible.

(Sunday 2.) We fet off at three this morning with
the towing-line. 1 walked with my Indians, as they
went fafter than the canoe, and particularly as I fufpect-
ed that they wanted to arrive at the huts of the natives

before me. In our way, I obferved feveral fmall fprings
' of
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of mineral water running from the foot of the moun.
tain, and along the beach I faw fevera“umps of iron
ore. When we came to the river of the Bear Lake,
I ordered one of the young Indians to waijt for my
canoe, and I took my place in their fmall canoe. This
river is about two hundred and fifty yards broad at this
place, the water clear and of a greenith colour, When
I landed on the oppofite thore, I difcovered that the
natives had been there very lately from the print of
their feet in the fand. We continued walking till five
in the afternoon, when we faw feveral {mokes along
the thore. As we naturally concluded, that thefe were
certain indications where we fhould meet th natives
who were the objeéts of our fearch, we quickened our
pace ; but, in our progrefs, experienced a very fulphu-
rous fmell, and at length difcovered that the whole
bank was on fire for a very confiderable diftance, It
proved to be a coal mine, to which the fire had com-
municated from an old Indian encampment. The beach
was covered with coals, and the Englith chief gathered
fome of the fofteft he could find, as a black dye ; it
being the mineral, as he informed me, with which the
natives render their quills black.

Here we waited for the large canoe, which arrived
an hour after us. At half paft ten we faw feveral In-
dian marks, which confifted of pieces of bark fixed on
poles, and pointing to the woods, oppofite to which is
an old beaten road, that bore the marks of being late-
ly frequented; the beach alfo was covered with tracks,
At a fmall diftance were the poles of five lodges ftand-
ing ; where we landed and unloaded our 'canoe. I

then difpatched one of my men and two young Indians
to
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to fce if they could find any natives within a day’s
march of us. T wanted the Englith chief to go, bat
he pleaded fatigue, and that it would be of no ufe,
This was the firft time he had refufed to comply with
my defire, and jealoufy, I believe, was the caufe of i
in the prefent inftance; though 1 had taken every pre-
caution that he fhould not have caufe to be jealous
of the Canadians. There was not, at this time, the
leaft appearance of fnow on the oppofite mountains,
though they were almoft covered with it when we
pafled before.  Set two nets, and at eleven o’clock at
night the men and Indians returned. They had been
to their fuit encampment, where there were four fires,
and which had been’quitted a fhort time before ; o
that they were obliged to make the circuit of feveral
{mall lakes, which the natives crofs with their canoes.
This encampment was on the borders of a lake which
was too large for them to veinture round it, fo that
they did not proceed any further. They faw feveral
beavers and beaver lodges in thofe fmall lakes. They
killed one of thefe animals whofe fur began to get
long, a fure indication that the fall of the year ap-
proaches. They alfo (aw many old tracks of the moofe
and rein-deer. This is the time when the rein.deer
leave the plains to come to the woods, as the muf-
quitoes begin to difappear ; 1, therefore, apprchended
that we fhould not find a fingle Indian on the river
fide, as they would be in, or about the mountains fet-
ting fnares to take them.

(Monday 3.) We proceeded with a ftrong Wefterly
wind, at four this morning, the weather being cloudy
and cold. At twelve it cleared up and became fine :

Vol. I, Mm the
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the current alfo increafed. The water had fallen fo
much fince our paffage down the river, that here, as
in other places, we difcovered many fhoals which were
not then vifible. We killed feveral geefe of a larger
fize than thofe which we had generally feen. Several
Indian encampments were feen along the river, and we
landed at eight for the night.

( Tuefday 4.) At four in the morning we renewed
our courfe, when ‘it was fine and calm. The night
had been cold and a very heavy dew had fallen. At
nine we were obliged to land in order to gum the canoe,
when the weather became extremely warm. Nuinerous
tracks of rein-deer appeared. on the fide of the river.
At half paft five we took our ftation for the night,
and fet the nets. The current was very ftrong all day,
and we found it very difficult to walk along the beach,
from the large ftones which were fcattered over it.

( Wednef. 3.) We raifed our nets but had not the
good fortune to take a fingle fifh. The water was
now become fo low that the eddy currents would not
admit of fetting them. The current had not relaxed
its firength ; and the difficulty of walking along the
beach was continued. The air was now become fo
cold, that our exercife, violent as it was, fcarce kept
us warm. We paffed feveral points which we fhould
not have accomplithed, if the canoe had been loaded.
‘We were very much fatigued, and at fix were glad
to conclude our toilfome march. The Indians killed
two geefe. The women who did not quit the canoe,
were continnally employed in making fhoes of moofe-

dkin, for the men, as a pair did not laft more than a day.
' ( Thur{day 6. )
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(Thurfday 6.} The rain prevented us from proceed-
ing till half paft fix, when we had a ftrong aft wind,
which, aided by the paddles, drove us on at a great rate.
We encamped at {ix to wait for our Indians, whom
we had not feen fince the morning; and at half paft
feven they arrived very much diffatisfied with their day’s
journey. Two days had now elapfed fince we had
feen the leaft appearance of Indian habitations.

( Friday 4. ) We embarked at half paft three, and
foon after perceived two rein-decr on the beach before
us. We accordingly checked our courfe; but our In-
dians; in contending who fhould be the firft to get
near thefe animals, alarmed and loft them. We, how-
ever, killed a female rein-deer, and from the wounds
in her hind-legs, it was fuppofed that the had been
purfued by wolves, who had devoured her young one:
her udder was full of milk, and one of the young In-
dians poured it among fome boiled corn, which he ate
with great delight, efteeming it a very delicious food.
At five in the afternoon we faw an animal runing
along the beach, but could not determine, whether it
was a grey fox or a dog. In a fhort time we went
athore for the night, at the entrance of a fmall river,
as I thought there might be fome natives in the vi-
cinity of the place. I ordered my hunters to put their
fuzees in order, and gave them ammunition to proceed
on an hunting party the next day; they were alfo in-
firuGed to difcover if there were any natives in the
neighbouring mountains. [ found a fmall canoe at the
edge of the woods, which contained a paddle and a
bow : it had been repaired this fpring, and the work-
manthip of the bark excelled any that 1 had yet feen.

Mm 2 We
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We faw feveral encampments in the courfe of the day.
The current of the river was very ftrong, and along
the points cqual to rapids.

( Saturday 8. ) The rain was very violent throughout
the night, and continued till the afiernoon of this day,
when the weather began to clear, with a ftrong, cold,
and Wefterly wind. At three the Indians proceeded:
on the hunting expedition, and at eight they returned
without having met with the leaft fuccefs ; though
they faw numerovs tracks of the rein-deer. They came
to an old beaten road, which one of them followed
for fome time : but it did not appear to have been
lately frequented. The rain now returned and conti-
nued till the morning.

(Sunday 9.) We renewed our voyage at half paft
three, the weather being cold and cloudy ; but at ten
it became clear and moderate, We faw another canoe
at the outfide of the wood, and one of the Indians
killed a dog, which was in a meagre, emaciated con-
dition. We perceived various places where the natives
had made their fires ; for thefe people refide but a fhort
time near the river, and remove from one bank to
the other, as it fuits their purpofes. We faw a path
which was connefted with another on the oppofite
fide of the river. The water had rifen confiderably
fince laft night, and there had been a ftrong current
throughout the day. At feven we made to the fhore
and encamped.

( Monday 10.) At three this morning we returned
to our canoe ; the weather fine and clear, with a light
wind
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wind from the South-Eaft. The Indians were before
us in purfuit of game. At ten we landed oppofite to
the mountains which we had paffed on the fecond of
the laft month, in order to afcertain the variation of
the compafs at this place; but this was accomplithed
in a very imperfe¢t manner, as I could not depend
on my watch, One of the hunters joined us here, fa-
tigued and unfuccefsful. As thefe mountains are the
laft of any confiderable magnitude on the South-Weft
fide of the river, I ordered my men to crofs to that

fide of it, that 1 might afcend one of them. It was

near four in the afternoon when I landed, and I loft
no time in proceeding to the attainment of my objett.
I was accompanied only by a young Indian, as the
curiofity of my people was fubdued by the fatigue they
had undergone ; and we foon had reafon o believe
that we fhould pay dearly for the indulgence of our
own. The wood, which was chiefly of f{pruce firs,
was fo thick that it was with great difficulty we made
our way through it. When we had walked upwards
of an hour, the under-wood decreafed, while the white
birch and poplar were the largeft and talleft of their
kind that I had ever feen. The ground now began
to 1i‘e, and was covered with fmall pines, and at length
we cot the firlt view of the mountains fince we had
left the canoe ; as they appeared to be no nearer to
ve. though we bad been walking for three hours, than
vien we had feen them from the river, my compa-
1.on "expreffed a very great anxiety to return ; his
f1oes and leggins were torn to pieces, and he was
~armed at the idea of paffing through fuch bad roads
.uring the night. 1 perfifted, however, in procecding,
with a determination to pafs the night on the moun-

tains
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tains and return on the morrow. As we approached
them, the ground was quite marfhy, and we waded in
water and grafs up to the knees, ti!l we came within
a mile of them, when I fuddenly funk up to my arm-
Pits, and it was with fome difficulty that I extricated
myfelf from this difagreeable fituation. I now found
it impoffible to proceed : to crofs this marthy ground
in a ftraight line was impraicable ; and it extended
fo far to the right and left, that I could not attempt
to make the circuit: I therefore determined to return
to the canoe, and arrived there about midnight, very
much fatigued with this fruitlefs journey.

-

( Tuefday 11.) We obferved feveral tracks along the
beach, and an encampment at the edge of the woods,
which appeared to be five or fix days old. We fhould
have continued our route along this fide of the river,
but we had not feen our hunters fince yefterday morn-
ing. We accordingly” embarked before three, and at
five traverfed the river, when we faw two of them-
coming down in fearch of us. They had killed no
other animals than one beaver, and a few hares. According
to their account, the woods were fo thick that it
was impoffible to follow the game through them. They
had feen feveral of the native’s encampments, at no
great diftance from the river ; and it was their opinion
that they had difcovered us in our paffage down it, and
had taken care to avoid us; which accounted for the
{mall number we had feen on our return.

I requefted the Englith chief to return with me to
the other fide of the river, in order that he might pro-

ceed to difcover the natives, whofe tracks and habita-
tions
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tions we had feen there; but he was backward in
complying with my defire, and propofed to fend the
young men ; but I could not truft to them, and at
the fame time was become rather doubtful of him.
They were ftill afraid left I fhould obtain fuch accounts
of the other river as would induce me to travel over-
Jand to it, and that they fhould be called upon to
accompany me. I was, indeed, informed by one of my
own pcople, that the Englifh chief, his wives and com-
panions, had determined to leave me on this fide of
the Slave Lake, in order to go to the country of the
Beaver Indians; and that about the middle of the winter
he would return to that lake, where he had appointed
to meet fome of his relations, who, during the laft
fpring, had been engaged in war.

We now traverfed the river, and continued to track
the Indians till paft twelve, when we loft all traces of
them; in confequence, as we imagined, of their having
croffed to the Eaftern fidee. 'We faw feveral dogs on
both fhores; and one of the young Indians killed a
wolf, which the men ate with great fatisfaction : we
thot, alfo fifteen young geefe that were now beginning
to fly. It was eight when we took our evening fta-
tion, having loft four hours in making our traver{es,
There was no interruption of the fine weather during
the courfe of this day.

( Wednef. 12.) We proceeded on our voyage at
three this morning, and difpatched the two young In-
dians acrofs the river, that we might not mifs any of
the natives that thould be on the banks of it. We
faw many places where fires had been lately made along

the
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the beach, as well as fire running in the woods. At
four we arrived at an encampment which had been left
this morning. Their tracks were obfervable in feveral
places in the woods, and as it might be prefumed that they
could not be at any great diftance, it was propofed to
the chief to accompany me in fearch of them. We
accordingly, though with fome hefitation on his part,
penetrated feveral miles into the woods, but without
difcovering the obje&s of our refearch. The fire had
fpread all over the country, and had burned about three
inches of the black, light foil, which covered a body
of cold clay, that was fo hard as not to receive the leaft
impreffion of our feet. At ten we returned from our
unfuccelsful excurfion. In ‘the mean time the hunters
had killed feven geefe. There were feveral {thowers of
rain, accompanied with gufts of wind and thunder, The
nets had been fet during our abfence,

( Therfd. 13. ) The nets were taken up, but not one
fith was found in them ; and at half paft three we
continued our route, with very favourable weather, We
pafled feveral places, where fires had been made by the
natives, and many tracks were perceptible along the
beach. - At feven we were oppofite the ifland where our
Pemmicam had been concealed : two 'of the Indians
were accordingly difpatched in fearch of it, and it proved
very acceptable, as it rendered us more independent of
the provifions which were to be obtained by our fowling
pieces, and qualified us to get out of the river without
that delay which our hunters would otherwife have
required. In a fhort time we perceived a {moke on
the fhore to the South-Weft, at the diftance of three

leagues, which did not appear to proceed from any
running



WEST CONTINENT OF AMERICA. 269

running fire. The Indians, who were a little way a head
of us, did not difcover it, being engaged in the purfuit
of a flock of geefe, at which they fired feveral fhots, when
the fmoke immediately difappeared ; and in a fhort time
we faw feveral of the natives run along the fhore, fome of
whom entered their canoes., Though we were almoft
oppofite to them, we could not crofs the river without
going further up it, from the ftrength of the current;
I therefore ordered our Indians to make every poffible
exertiori, in order to {peak with them, and wait our
arrival.  But as foon as our fmall canoe ftruck off, we
could perceive the poor affiighted people haften to the
fhore, and after drawing their canoes on the beach,
hurry into the woods. It was paft ten before we landed
at the place where they had deferted their canoes, which
were four in number. They were fo fo terrified that
they had left feveral articles on the beach. 1 was very
much difpleafed with my'Tndians, who inftead of feeking
the natives, were dividing their property. I rebuked
the Englith chief with fome feverity for his condud,
and immediately ordered him, his young men, and my
own people, to go in fearch of the fugitives, but their
fears had made them too nimble for us, and we could
not overtake them. We faw feveral dogs in the woods,
and fome of them followed us to our canoe.

The Englith chief was very much difpleafed at my
reproaches, and expreffed him(elf to me in perfon to
that effe@. This was the very oppdrtdnity which I
wanted, to make him acquainted with my diffatisfaction
for fome time paft. I ftated to him that I had come
a great way, and at a very confiderable expence, without’
having completed the obje¢t of my withes, and that I

Vol, L .Nn fufpeted
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fufpecied he had concealed from me a principal part of
what the natives had told him refpecting the country,
left he fhould be obliged to follow me : that his reafon
for not killing game, &c. was his jealoufy, which
likewife prevented him from looking after the natives as
he ought ; and that we had never given him any caufe
for any fufpicions of us. Thefe fuggeftions irritated
him in a very high degree, and he accufed me of {peaking
ill words to him; he denied the charge of jealoufy,
and declared that he did not conceal any thing from
us ; and that as to the ill fuccefs of their hunting, it
arofe from the nature of the country, and the fcarcity,
which had hitherto appeared, of animals in it. He con-
cluded by informing me that he would not accompany
me any further ; that though he was without ammu-
nition, he could live in the fame maner as the flaves,
( the name given to the inhabitants of that part of the
country ), and that he would remain among them. His
harangue was fucceeded by a loud and bitter lamenta-
tion ; and his relations affifted the vociferations of his
grief ; though they faid that their tears flowed for their
dead friends. I did not interrupt their grief for two
hours, but as I could not well do without them, I was
at length obliged to footh it, and induce the chief
change his refolution, which he did, but with great
apparent relutance; when we embarked as we had
bitherto done,

The articles which the fugitives had left behind them,
on the prefent occafion, were bows, arrows, fnares for
moofe and rein-deer, and for hares ; to thefe may be
added a few dithes, made of bark, fome fkins of the
marten and the beaver, and old beaver robes, with a

{mall
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finall robe made of the fkin of the lynx. Their canoes
were coarfely made of the bark of the fpruce-fir, and will
carry two or three people. I ordered my men to re-
‘move them to the fhade, and gave moft of the other
articles to the young Indians. The Englith chief would
not accept of any of them. In the place, and as the
purchafe of them, T left fome cloth, fome {mall knives,
a file, two fire-fteels, a comb, rings, with becads and
awls. I alfo ordered a marten fkin to be placed on a
proper mould, and a beaver fkin to be ftretched on a
frame, to which T tied a fcraper.  The Indians were of
opinion that all thefe articles would be loft, as the na-
tives were fo much frightened that they would never
return. Here we loft fix hours ; and on our quitting
the place, three of the dogs which I have already men-
tioned followed us along the beach.

We pitched our tents at half paft eight, at the en-
trance of the river of the mountain ; and while the
people were unloading the canoe, 1 took a walk along
the beach, and on the fhoals, which being uncovered
fince we paffed down, by the finking of the waters,
were now white with a faline fubftance. T fent for
the Englifh Chief to fup with me, and a dram or
two difpelled all his heart-burning and difcontent, He
informed me that is was a cuftom with the Chepewyan
chiefs to go to war after they had fhed tears, in order
‘to wipe away the difgrace attached to fuch a feminine
weaknefs, and that in the enfuing fpring he thould
not fail to execute his defign; at the fame time he
declared his intention to continue with us as long as
1 thould want him. I took care that he fhould carry

fome liquid confolation to his lodge, to prevent the
Nn2 return
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return of his chagrin. The weather was fine, and the
Indians killed three geefe. ‘

( Friday 14.) At a quarter before four this morning,
we returned to our canoe, and went about two miles
up the river of the mountains. Fire was in the ground
on each fide of it. In traverfing, I took foundings,
and found five, four and an half, and three and an
half fathoms water. Its fiream was very muddy, and
formed a cloudy ftreak along the water of the great
river, on the Weft fide to the Eaflern rapid, where

- the waters of the two rivers at length blend in one.
It was impoffible not to confider it as an extraordinary
circumftance, that the current of the former river fhould
not incorporate with that of the latter, but flow, as
it were, in diftin& ftreams at {o great a diftance, and
till the contratted flate of the channel wunites them.
We paffed feveral encampments of the natives, and a
river which flowed in from the 'North, that had the
appearance of being navigable. We concluded our
voyage of this day at half paft five in the afternoon.
There were plenty of berries, which my pecole called
poires ; they are of a purple hue, fomewhat bigger than
a pea, and of a lufcious tafte ; there were alfo goofe-
berries, and a few ftrawberries. '

(Saturday 15.) We continued our courfe from three
in the morning till half paft five in the afternoon.,
We faw feveral encampments along the beach, till it
became too narrow to admit them ; when the banks
rofe into a confiderable degree of clevation, and there
were more eddy currents. The Indians killed twelve

geele,
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_geefe, and berries were colleGted in great abundance.
The weather was fultry throughout the day.

(Sunday 16.) We continued our voyage at a quarter
before four, and in five hours paffed the place where
we had been ftationed on the 13th of June. Here the
river widened, and its fhores became flat. The land
on the North fide is low, compofed of a black foil,
mixed with ftones, but agreeably covered with the
afpen, the poplar, the white birch, the fpruce fir, &c.
The current was fo moderate, that we proceeded upon
it almoft as fat as in dead water. At twelve we pafied
an encampment of three fires, which was the only
one we faw in the courfe of the day. The weather
was the fame as yefterday.

( Monday 17. ) We proceeded at half paft three ;
and faw three fucceflive encampments. From the pe-
culiar ftruure of the huts, we imagined that fome of
the Red-Knife Indians had been in this part of the
country, though it is not ufual for them to come this
way. I had laft night ordered the young Indians to
precede us, for the purpofe of hunting, and at ten we
overtook them. They had killed five young {wans;
and the Englifh chief prefented uvs with an eagle, three
cranes, a fmall beaver, and two geefe. We encamped
at feven this evening on the fame fpot which had
been our refting-place on the 29th of June.

( Tuefday 18.) At four this morning I equipped all
the Indians for an hunting excurfion, and fent them
onward, as our flock of provifion was nearly exhaufted.
We followed at half paft fix, and crofled over to the

North
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North fhore, where the land is low and fcarce]y Vi
fible in the horizon. 1 now got an obfervation, when
it was 61. 33. North latitude. We were near five,
miles to "the North of the main channel of the river.
The freth tracks and beds of buffaloes were very per-
ceptible. Near this place a river flowed in from the
Horn mountains which are at no great diftance. We
Janded at five in the afternoon, and before the canoe
was unloaded, the Englifh chicf arrived with the tongue
of a cow, or female buffalo, when four men and the
Indians where difpatched for the fleth ; but they did
not return till it was dark. They informed me, that
they had feen feveral human tracks in the fand on
the oppofite ifland. The fine weather continued without
interruption.

{ Wednef. 19. ) The Indians were again fent forward
mn purfuit of game: and fome time being employed
in gumming the canoe, we did not embark till half
paft five, and at nine we landed to wait the return,
of the hunters. I here found the variation of the
compafs to be about twenty degrees Eaft.

The people made themfelves paddles and repaired the
canoe. It is an extraordinary circumftance for which
I do not pretend to account, that there is fome pe-
culiar quality in the water of this river, which cor-
rodes wood, from the deftrucive effe@ it had on the
paddles. The hunters arrived at a late hour without
having feen any large animals. Their booty confifted
only of three fwans and as many geefe. The women
were employed in gathering cranberries and crowber-
ries, which were found in great abundance,

(Tharfday
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( Thurfday 20.) We embarked at four o’clock, and
took the North fide of the channel, though the cur-
rent was on that fide much ftronger, in order to take
a view of the river, which had been mentioned to me
in our paffage downwards, as flowing from the country
of the Beaver Indians, and which fell in hereabouts.
We could not, however, difcover it, and it is probable
that the account was referable to the river which we
had paffed on Tuefday. The current was very ftrong,
and we crofled over to an ifland oppofite to us ; here -
it was ftill more impetuous, and affumed the hurry
of a rapid. We found an awl and a paddle on the
Gde of the water; the former we knew to belong to
the Kniftineaux : I fuppofed it to be the chief Merde-
dours and his party, who went to war laft fpring,
and had taken this route on their return to Athabafca.
Nor is it improbable that they may have been the
caufe that we faw fo few of the natives on the banks
of this river. The weather was raw and cloudy, and
formed a very unpleafant contraft to the warip, funny
days which immediately preceded it. We took up our
abode for the night at half paft feven, on the North-
ern fhore, where the adjacent country is both low
and flat. The Indians killed five young fwans, and a
beaver. There was an appearance of rain.

{ Friday 21.) The weather was cold, with a ftrong
Eafterly wind and frequent {howers, fo that we were
detained in our flation. In the afternoon the Indians
got on the track of a moofe-deer, but were not fo
fortunate as to overtake it

(Satarday 22.) The wind veered round to the Weil-
ward,
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ward, and continued to blow ftrong and cold. We,
however, renewed our voyage, and, in three hours
reached the entrance of the Slave Lzke, under half fail ;
with the paddle, it would have“taken wus at leaft eight
hours. The Indians did not arrive till four hours after
us; but the wind was fo violent, that it was not ex-
pedient to venture into the lake ; we therefore fet a
net and encamped for the night. The women gathered
large quantities of the fruit, already mentioned, called
Pathagomenan, and cranberries, crowberries, moofeber-
ries, &c. The Indians killed two fwans and three geefe.

( Sunday 23. ) The net produced but five fmall pike,
and at five we embarked, and entered the lake by the
fame channel through which we had paffed from it. The
South-Weft fide would have been the fhorteft, but we
were not certain of there being plenty of fith along
the coaft, and we were fure of finding abundance of them
in the courfe we preferred. Befides, I expeéted to find
my people at the place where I left them, as they had
received orders to remain there till the fall.

We paddled a long way into a deep bay to get the
wind, and having left our maft behind us, we landed
to cut another. We then hoifted fail and were driven
on ata great rate. At twelve the wind and fwell were
augmented to fuch a degree, that our under yard broke,
but luckily the maft thwart refifted, till we had time to
faften down the yard with a pole, without lowering fail.
We took in a large quantity of water, aud had our
maft given way, in all probability, we fhould have filled
and funk. Our courfe continued to be very dangerous,

along a flat lee-fhore, without being able to land till

three
/
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three in the afternoon. Two men were continually
employed in bailing out the water which we took in
on all fides, We fortunately doubled a point that
fcreened us from the wind ‘and fwell, and encamped
for the night, in order to wait for our Indians. We
then fet our nets, made a yard and maft, and gummed
the canoe. On vifiting the nets,” we found fix white
fith, and two pike. The women gathered cranberries
and crowberries in great plenty ; and as the night came
on the weather became more moderate.

( Monday 24.) Our nets this morning produced
fourteen white fith, ten pikes, and a couple of trouts,
At five we embarked with a light ‘breeze from the South,
when we hoifted fail, and proceeded flowly, as our
Indians had not come up with us. At eleven we went
on fhore to prepare the kettle, and dry the nets ; at
one we were again on the water. At four in the after-
noon we perceived a large canoe with a fail, and two
{mall ones a-head ; we foon came up with them, when
they proved to be M. Le Roux.and an Indian, with
his family, who were on an hunting party, and had
been out twenty five days. It was his intention to have
gone as far as the river, to leave a letter. for me, to
inform me of his fituation.- He had feen no more
Indians where I had left him ; but had made a voyage to
Lac la Marte, where he met eighteen fmall canoes of
the Slave Indians, from whom he obtained five packs of
fkins, which were principally thofe of the marten.
There were four Beaver Indians among them, who had
bartered the greateft part of the abovementioned articles
with them, before his arrival.  They informed him that
their relations had more fkins, but that they were afraid

to venture with them, though they had been informed
Vol. L Oo = that
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that people were to come with goods to barter for them.
He gave thefe people a pair of ice chifels each, and
other articles, and fent them away to conduc their
friends to the Slave Lake, where he was to remain during
the succeeding winter.

We fet three nets, and in a fhort time caught twenty
fith of different kinds. In the dufk of the evening the
Englifh chief arrived with a moft pitiful account that
he had like to have been drowned in trying to follow
us, and that the other men had alfo a very narrow
efcape. Their canoe, he faid, had broken on the {well,
at fome diftance from the fhore, but as it was flat, they
had with his affiftance been able to fave themfelves. He
added , that he left them lamenting, left they fhould not
overtake me, if I did not wait for them : he alfo
exprefled his apprehenfions that they would not be able
to repair their canoe. This evening I gave my men
fome rum to cheer them after their fatigues.

( Tuefday 25. ) "We rofe this morning at a late hour,
when we vifited the nets, which produced but few fith :
my people, indeed, partook of the ftores of M. Le Roux.
At eleven the young Indians arrived, and reproached me
for having left them far behind. They had killed two
fwans, and brought me one of them. The wind was
Southerly throughout the day, and too ftrong for us to
depart, as we were at the foot of a grand traverfe.. At
noon I had an obfervation, which gave 61. 29. North
latitude. Such was the ftate of the weather, that we could
not vifit our nets. In the afternoon the {ky darkened, and
there was lightning, accompanied with loud ‘claps of
thunder. The wind alfo veered round to the Weftward,
and blew an hurricane.

( Wednef, 26.) It rained throughout the night, and

: till
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till eight in the morning, without any alteration in the
wind. The Indians went on an hunting excurfion, but
returned altogether without fuccefs in the evening. One
of them was fo unfortunate as to mifs a moofe-deer. In-
the afternoon there were heavy fhowers, with thunder,&c. -
( Thurdf 27.) We embarked before foar, and hoifted
fil. At nine we landed to drefs victuals, and wait for
M. Le Roux and the Indians. At eleven we proceeded
with fine and calm weather. At four in the afternoon
a light breeze fprang up to the Southward, ‘fo which we
fpread our fail, and at half pafl five in the afternoon went
on fhore for the night.” We then fet our nets. “The
Englifth chief and his people being quite exhaufted
with fatigue, he this morning expreffed his defire to re-
main behind, in order to proceed to the country of
the Beaver Indians, engaging at the fame time that he
would return to Athabafca in the courfe of the winter.
( Friday 28.) It blew very hard throughout the night,
and this morning, fo that we found ‘it a bufinefs of
fome difficulty to get to our nets; our trouble, how-
ever; was repaid by a confiderable quantity of white fifh,
trout, &c. Towards the afternoon the wind increafed.
Two of the men who had been gathering’ berries faw
two moofe-deer, with the tracks of buffaloes and rein-
deer. About fun-fet we heard two fhots, and faw "
fire on the oppoﬁté fide of the bay ; we aecordingly
made a_large fire alfo, that our oppofite might be “de-
termined. When we were all gone to bed, we heard
the report of a gun very near us, and in a very fhort
time the Englith chief prefented himfelf drenched with
wet, and in much apparent confufion informed me that
the canoe with his companions was broken to pieces ;
and that they had loft their fowling pieces, and the fleth
Qo 2 of
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of a rein-deer, which they had killed this morning,
They were, he faid, at a very fhort diftance from us;
and at the fame time requefled that fire might be fent
to them, as they were ftarving with .cold. They and
his women, however, foon joined us, and were imme-
diately accommodated with dry clothes.

( Saturday 29.) I fent the Indians on an hunting
party, but they returned without fuccefs; and they
exprefled their determination not to follow me any
further, frem their apprehenfion of being drowned.

( Sunday 30. ) We embarked at ene this morning,
and took from the nets a large trout, and twenty white
fith. At fun-rife a fmart aft breeze fprang up, which
wafted us to M. Le Roux’s houfe by two in the after-
noon. It was late before he and our Indians ar-
rived ;-when, according to a promife which I had made
the latter, I gave them a plentiful equipment of iron
ware, ammunition, tobacco, &c. as a recompence for
the toil and inconvenience they had fuftained with me.

I propofed to the Englith chief to proceed to the
country of the Beaver Indians, and bring them to dif-
pofe of their peltries to M. Le Roux, whom I intended
to leave there the enfuing winter. He had already en-
gagéd to be at Athabafca, in the month of March next,
with plenty of furs,

(‘Monday 31. ) I fat up all night to make the ne-
ceffary arrangements for the embarkation of this morn-
ing, and to prepare inftrutions for M. Le Roux. We
obtained fome provifions here, and parted from him at
five, with fine calm weather. It foon, however, be-
came neceflary to land on a {mall ifland, to flop the
leakage of the canoe, which had been occafioned by the
fhot of an arrow under the water mark, by fore In-

dian
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dian children. While this bufinefs was proceeding, we
took the opportunity of dreffing fome fifh. At twelve
the wind fprang up from the South-Eaft, which was
in the teeth of our direGtion, fo that our progrefs was
greatly impeded. I had an obfervation, which gave 62.
15. North latitude. We landed at feven in the evening,
and pitched our tents.
1789. SEPTEMBER.

( Tuefday 1.) We continued our voyage at five in
the morning, the weather calm and fine, and pafled the
Ifle i la Cache about twelve, but could not perceive
the land, which was feen in our former paffage. On
pafling the Carrebocuf Iflands, at five in the afternoon,
we faw land to the South by Weft, which we thought
was the oppofitc fide of the lake, ftretching away to a
great diflance. We landed at half paft {ix in the even-
ing, when there was thunder, and an appearance of
change in the weather.

( Wednef. 2. ) It rained and blew hard the latter part
of the night. At half paft five the rain {ubfided, when
we made a traverfe of twelve miles, and took in a good
deal of water. At twelve it became calm, when I had
an obfervation,” which gave 61. 36. North Jatitude.
At three in the afternoon there was a flight breeze
from the Weftward, which foon increafed, when we
hoifted fail, and took a traverfe of twenty-four miles for
the point of the old Fort; where we arrived at feven
and ftopped for the night. This traverfe {thortened our
way three leagues ; indeed we did not expect to have
cleared the lake in fuch a fhort time.

( Thurfday 3.) Ttblew with great violence throughout
the night, and at four in the morning we embarked,
when we did not make more than five miles in three

hours
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hours without ftopping ; notwithftanding we were thel-
tered from the {well by a long bank. We now entered
the fmall river, where the wind could have no effe&
upon us. There were frequent {howers in thé courfe
of the day, and we encamped at fix in the evening.

(Friday 4.) The morning was dark and cloudy, never-
thelefs we embarked at five; but at ten it cleared up.
We faw a few fowl, and at feven in the evening went
on fhore for the night.

( Saturday 5.) The weather continued to be cloudy.
At five we proceeded, and at eight it began to rain very
hard. In about half un hour we put to fhore, and were
detained for the remaining part of the day.

(Sunday 6.) It rained throughout the night, with a
ftrong North wind. Numerous flocks of wild fowl
paffed to the Southward : at fix in the afternoon, the rain,
in fome meafure, fubfided, and we embarked, but it foon
returned with renewed violence ; we neverthele(s took
the advantage of an aft wind, though it coft us a com-
plete drenching. The hunters Killed feven geefe, and
we pitched our tents at half paft fix in the evening. ’

( Monday 7.) We were on the water at five this
morning, with an head-wind, accompanied by fucceflive
fhowers. At three in the afternoon we ran the canoe on
a ftump, and it filled with water hefore fhe could be got
to land. Two hours were employed in repairing ker, and
at feven in the evening we took our ftation for the night.

(Tuefday 8.) We renewed our voyage at half paft
four in a thick mift which lafted till nine, when it cleared
away, and fine weather fucceeded. At three in the after-
noon we came to the firt carrying-place, Portage des
Noyés, and encamped at the upper end of it to dry our
clothes, fome of whi¢h were almoft rotten.

(Wednef,
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( Wednef. ¢g.) We embarked at five in the morning,
and our canoe was damaged on the men’s fhoulders who
were bearing it over the carrying-place, called Portage
du Chetigue. The guide repaired her, however, while
the other men were employed in carrying the baggage.
The canoe was gummed at the carrying-place, named the
Portage de la Montagne.  After having paffed the car-
rying places, we encamped at the Dog River, at half paft
four in the afterr.oon, in a ftate of great fatigue. The
canoe was again gummed, and paddles were made to
replace thofe that had been broken in afcending the ra-
pids. A fwan was the only animal we killed through-
out the day.

(Tharfday 10.) There was rain and violent wind du-
ring the night ; in the morning the former fubfided and
the latter increafed. At half paft five we continued our
courfe with a North-Wefterly wind. At feven we hoifted
fuil : in the forenoon there were frequent fhowers of rain
and hail, and in the afternoon two fhowers of {now :
the wind was at this time very ftrong, and at.fix in the
evening we landed at a lodge of Knifteneaux, confifting
of three men and five women and children. They were
on their retarn from war, and one of them was very fick ;
they feparated from the reft of their party in the enemy’s
country, from abfolute hunger. After this {eparation,
they met with a family of the hoftile tribe, whom they
deftroyed. They were entirely ignorant of the fate of
their friends, but imagined, that they had returned to
the Peace River, or had perifhed for want of food. I gave
medicine to the fick,* and a finall portion of ammunition

* This man had conceived an idea, that the people with
whom he had been at war, had thrown medicine at him,
to

ox
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to the healthy ; which, indeed, they very much wanted,
as they had entirely lived for the laft fix months on the
produce of their bows and arrows. They appeared to
have been great fufferers by their expedition,

(Friday 11.) It froze hard during the night, and was
very cold throughout the day, with an appearance of
fnow. We embarked at half paft four in the morning,
and continued our courfe till {ix in the evening, when
we landed for the night at our encampment of the third
of June.

(Saturday 12.) The weather was cloudy and alfo very
cold. At eight we embarked with a North-Eaft wind,
and entered the Lake of the Hills. About ten, the
wind veered to the Weftward, and was as ftrong as we
could bear it with the high fail, fo that we arrived at
Chepewyan fort by three o'clock in the afternoon, where
we found Mr. Macleod, with five men, bufily employed
in building a new houfe. Here, then, we concluded this
voyage, which "had occupied the confiderable f{pace of
one hundred and two days.

which had caufed his prefent complaint, and that he def-
paired of recovery. The natives are fo fuperflitious, that
this idea alone was fufficient to kill him. Of this weak-
nefs I took advantage; and affured him, that if he would
never more go to war with fuch poor defencelefs people,
that I would cure him. To this propofition he readily
confented, and on my giving him medicine, which con-
fifted of Turlington’s balfam, mixed in water, I declared,
that it would lofe its effeft, if he was not fincere in the
promife that he made 'me. In fhort, he aétually recovered,
was true to his engagements, and on all occafions manifefted
his gratitude to me,

END of voL, L



X1

CONTENTS.

VOL. L
L V3 Vo Vo Vo Ve VA VL V. W Y

Page.
Prerace. - - - - - viI

A general hiftory of the fur trade from Canada to the
North-Weft, - - - - - 1
Soms account of the Knifteneaux Indians, - 113
Exampres of the Knifteneaux and Algonquin Tongues. 131
SomE account of the Chepewyan Indians - 142
ExampiLes of the Chepewyan Tongue. - 158

FIRST VOYAGE.
'CHAPTER 1.

Embark at Fort Chepewyan, on the Lake of the Hills,
in company with M. Le Roux. Accountof the party,
provifions, &c. Direétion of the courfe. Enter one
of the branches of the Lake. Arrive in the Peace-
River.. Appearance of the land. Navigation ofthie -
river. Arrive at the mouth of the Dog River. Suc-
ceflive defcription. of feveral carrying-places. A.
canoe loft in one of the Falls. Encamp on Point
de Roche.. Coaurfe continued. Set the nets, &c.
Arrive at the Slave Lake. The weatlier extremely
cold. Banks of the river defcribed, with its trees,.
foil, &c. Account of the animal produions, and:
Vol. L Pp the



285 CONTENTS.

2 page'
the fithery of the Lake. Obliged to wait till the

moving of the ice. ‘Three families of Indians arrive
from Atabafca. Beavers, geefe, and fwans killed. The
nets endangered by ice. Re-embark and land on a
fmall ifland. Courfe continued 2long the thores,
and acrofs the bays of the Lake. Various fuccefles
of the hunters. Steer for an ifland where there was
plenty of cranberries and fmall onions. Kill feveral
rein deer. Land on an ifland named Ifle 3 la
Cache. Clouds of mufquitoes. - 163

CHAPTER IL

Iand at fome lodges of Red-Knife Indians: pra.
.cure one of them to affift in navigating the bays.
Conference with the Indians. Take leave of Mr.
Le Roux, and continue the voyage. Different ap-
pearances of the land; its vegetable produce. Vifit
an ifland where the wood bad ‘been feled, Fur-
ther defcription of the coaft. Plenty of rein and
moofe deer, and white partridges. Enter a very
deep bay. Interrupted by ice. 'Very blowing weather.
Continue to coaft the bay. Arrive at the mouth
of a river. Great numbers of fith and 'wild-fowl.
Defeription of the land on either fide. Curious ap-
pearance of woods that had been burned. Came
in fight of the Horn Mountain. Contintie 'to
kill geefe and fwans, &c. Violent form. - 178

"CHAPTER III

Continue our courfe. The river narrows. Loéfe the

lead. Pafs a fmall river. Violent rain. Land

on a fmall ifland. Expeé to arrive at the rapids.

Conceal two bags of pemmican in'an ifland: A view
of



CONTAINTS- 28y

page.
of mountains. Pafs‘feveral encaimnpments of tie na-
tives, Arrive among the iflands. Afcend a high
hill.  Violence of thie current. Ice feen along the
banks of the river. Land at a village of the natives.
Their .condu&t and appearance. Their fabulous
fiories. The Englith Chief and Indians difcon-
‘tented. Obtain a new guide. Singular cuftoms of the
natives. An account of their dances. Defcription
of their perfons, drefs, ornaments, buildings, arms
for war and hunting, canoes, &c. Pafs on among
iflands. Encamp beneath a hill, and prevented
from afcending by the mufquitoes. Land at an
encampment. Conduét of the inhabitants. They
abound in fabulous accounts of dangers. Land at
other encampments. Procure plenty of hares and
partridges. Our guide anxious to return. Land
and alarm the natives, called the Hare Indians, &c.

Exchange our guide. State of the weather. - 189

CHAPTER 1V.

The new guide makes his efcape. Compel another
to fiipply his place. Land at an encampment of
another tribe of Indians. Account of their man-
ners, drefs, weapons, &c. ‘Traffic with them. Def-
cription of a beautiful fith. Engage another guide.
His curious behaviour. Kill a fox and ground-hog.
Land at an encampment of a tribe called the De-
guthee Denees, or Quarrellers. See flax growing
wild. The varying charater of the river and its
banks. Diftant mountains. Perplexity from the
numerous channels of the river. Determine to
proceed. Land where there had been an encamp-
ment of the Efquimaux. Saw large flocks of wild
fowl. View of the fun at midnight. Defcription

Pp 2 of



288 CONTENTS:

page-

of a place lately deferted by the Indians. Houfes
of the natives defcribed. Frequent fhowers. See a
black fox. The difcontents of our hunters renewed;
and pacified. Face of the country. Land at a fpot
lately inhabited. Peculiar circumftances of it. Ar-
rive at the entrance of the lake. Proceed to an
ifland. Some account of it, - - o8

CHAPTER V.

The baggage removed from the rifing of the water.
One of the nets driven away by the wind and
current. Whales are feen. Go in purfuit of them,
but prevented from continuing it by the fog. Fro-
ceed to take a view of the ice. Canoe in danger
from the fwell. Examine the iflands. DPefcribe one
of them. Ere& a poft to perpetuate our vifit there.
The rifing of the water appears to be the tide. Suc-
cefsful fihing, Uncertain weather. Sail among
the iflands. Proceed to a river. Temperature of
of the air improves. Land on a fmall ifland,
which is a place of fepulture. Defcription of it.
See a great number of wild fowl. Fine view of
the river from the high land. The hunters kill
rein-deer. Cranberries, &c. found in great plenty..
The appearance and ftate of the country. Our
guide deferts. Large flight of geefe: kill many of
them. Violent rain. Return up the river. Leave
the channels for the main ftream. Obliged to
tow the canoe. Land among the natives. Cit-
cumftances concerning them. Their acecount of
the Efquimaux Indians. Accompany the natives _
to their huts. Accouat of our provifions. - 224

L}

CHAP.



CONTENTS. 189

pa ge.
CHAPTER VI.

Employ the towing line. Defcription of a place where
the Indians come to collet flint. Their thynefs and
fufpicions. Current leflens. Appearance of the
country. Abundance of hares. Violent ftorm.
Land near three lodges. Alarm of the Indians.
Supply of fith from them. ‘Their fabulous accounts.
Continue to fee Indian lodges. Treatment of a
difeafe. Mifunderftanding with the natives. The
interpreter harangues them. -Their accounts fimilar
to thofe we have already received. Their curious
conduct. Purchafe fome beaver fkins. Shoot one
of their dogs. The confequence of that a&. Ap-
prehenfions of the women. Large quantities of
liquorice. Swallow’s nefts feen in the precipices.
Fall in with a party of natives killing geefe. Cir-
cumftances concerning them. Hurricane. Va-
riation of the weather.  Kill great numbers of geefe.
Abundance of feveral kinds of berries. State of the

" river and its bank. - - - 240

CHAPTER VII.

Voyage continued. Sufpect the integrity of the in-
terpreter. Star vifible. Springs of mineral water,
and lumps of iron ore. Arrive at the river of the
Bear Lake. Coal mine in a ftate of combuftion.
Water of the river diminifhed. Continue to fee
Indian encampments, and Kkill geefe, &c. Hunting
excurfions. A canoe found on the edge of a wood.
Attempt to afcend a mountain. Account of the
paffage to it. See a few of the natives. Kill a
beaver and fome hares. Defign of the Englifh
chief. Kill a wolf. Changeable ftate of the weather.

Recover



290 CONTENTS. -
: 4 page.

Recover the pemmican, which had been hidden
in an ifland. Natives fly at our approach. Meet
with dogs. Altercation with the Englifh chief.
Account of the articles Jeft by the fugitives. Shoals
of the river covered with faline matter. Encamp
at the mouth of the river of the mountain. The
ground on fire on each fide of it.. Continue to
fee encampments of the natives. Various kinds
of berries. Kill geefe, fwans, &c. &c. &c. Cor-
roding quality of the water. Weather changeable.
Reach the entrance of the Slave Lake. Dangers
encountered on entering it. Catch pike and
trout. Meet M. Le Roux on the lake. Further
circumftances till our return to Fort Chepewyans
Congluion of the veyage. » - - 258







& . *
" s .
. o . .
NP
t .
i
'
N
. I v, '
d o




-~







C el

=L @ f}-,\n\, %ﬂk\

B L LT T
















R

=



VOYAGES

FROM

"MONTREAL

THROUGH THE

Continentof North America, etc. ete.






VOYAGES

FROM
MONTREATL,

. ON THE RIVER ST. LAURENCE,
THROUGH THE

CONTINENT OF NORTH AMERICA,

: TO THE
FROZEN AND PACIFIC OCEANS;
. In the Years 1789 and 1793 ;

WITH A PRELIMINARY ACCOUNT
OF THE RISE, PROGRESS, AND PRESENT STATE OF

THE FUR TRADE
OF THAT COUNTRY;

WITH ORIGINAL NOTES AND AN APPENDIX BY BOUGAINVILLE,
MEMBER OF THE FRENCH SENATE;

‘ILLUSTRATED WITH MAPS;
BY ALEXANDER MACKENZIE, ESQ.

VOL. IL

S t—

LONDON:

PRINTED FOR T. CADELL, JUN. AND W, DAVIES, STRAND
' COBBETT AND MORGAN, PALiL-MALL; AND W. CREECH,
AT EDINBURGH ;

BY R. NOBLE, OLD-BAILEY,

M.DCcc.II,



Ny v

i
;
. .
.
y
”
.
, .
. ’
'
]
. - .







128

e T
127 120 I.H 1214 1h 122 12 120 14) né b nb nd iy 1 {:‘3
.I I.-\ #.\. l
'J LR

B

il

{

{

/

p :

u-'i'":
l B
A .“:'ll} ol \

4 " \
: /A/x/'/'// ) s 7/?//'/ )
-/f'?‘fﬂ

& sz -
A g™
- i f
i § _L|1
v " e W
[ ——— L
pefut

P !

I .-‘.'M“

A uly il

A A }‘ '
% TR N

b o e j"ﬂr*r!u v

! W
x -p‘:.rm-.nf & )

m 1793,

i

£ -.“-n"fl"i'f
,"_.-jdfr'

Vo

3
4”
=

2L Arksersior Laki

nu ‘l““ e

|
f
.‘L. 2
V4 52 |
b=
\‘ |
\l
|‘ I
fn‘ I‘I|
j it
1
\
o)) N
L .
.-I ..‘.
{ \
A At \
Ny P it
. %
Longitude 27 West  from 126 Greenwich 120

124 124 122 121 120 119 ufl nz nG
: Larnidon, Poublexhod 15 d 2o, él-' Alosveennfor Moa Kevrzee N2 Vgl Atrved Strvereed
LY

BT e i —

iy ud na

-



N IS



JOURNAL

OF A

SECOND VOYAGE, &.

CHAPTER 1.

Leave Fort Chepewyan. Proceed to the Peace River.
State of the Lakes. Arrive at Peace Point. The
reafon affigned for its name. The weather cold, Ar-
rive at the Falls. Defcription of the country. Land
at the Fort, called The Old Eftablifbment. The prin-
cipal building deflroyed by fire. Courfe of th: river.
Arrive at another fort. Some account of the natives.
Depart from thence, Courfe of the river continued.
It divides into two branches. Proceed along the prin-
cipal one. Land at the plare of our winter’s refidence.
Account of its circumflances and inhabitants, &c. Pre-
parations for erefling a fort, . &c. Table of the
weather.  Broke the thermometer.  Froft fets-in. Defe -
cription of birds. - '

1792. OCTOBER.

(October 10.) HAVING made every heceffary pre-
| paration, I left Fort Chepewyan, to proceed up the Peace
River. I had refolved to go as far as our moft diftant
' felement, which would occupy the remaining part of
: the
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the feafon, it being the route by which I propofed to
attempt my next difcovery, acrofs the mountains from
the fource of that river ; for whatever diftance I could
reach this fall, would be a proportionate advancement
of my voyage.

In confequence of this defign, I left the eftablifhment
of Fort Chepewyan, in charge of Mr. Roderic Mackenzie,
accompanied by two canoes laden with the neceffary ar-
ticles for trade : we accordingly fteered Weft for one of
the branches that communicates with the Peace River,
called the Pine River ; at the entrance of which we waited
for the other canoes, in order to take fome fupplies from
them, as I had reafon to apprehend they would not be
able to keep up with us. We entered the Peace River
at feven in the morning of the 12th, taking a Wefterly
courfe. It is evident, that all the land between it and the
Lake of the Hills, as far as the Elk River, is formed by
the quantity of earth and mud, which is carried down:
by the fireams of thofe two great rivers. In this fpace
there are feveral lakes. The lake Clear Water, which
is the deepeft, Lake Vaffieu, and the Athabafca Lake,
which is the largeft of the three, and whofe denomi-
nation in the Kniftineaux language, implies, a flat, low,
fwampy country, fubjeét to inundations, The two laft
lakes are now fo thallow, that, from the caufe juft men-
tioned, there is every reafon to expeét, that in a few:
years, they - will have exchanged their charaer and
become extenfive fosefts,

This country is fo level, that, at {ome feafons, it is
entirely overflowed, which accounts for the periodical
influx and reflux of the waters between the Lake of the

Hills and the Peace River.
' On
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On the 13th at noon we came to the Peace Point ;
from which, according to the report of my interpreter,
the river derives its name ; it was the fpot where the
Kniftefieaux and Beaver Indians fettled their difpute;
the real name of the river and point being that of the
land which was the obje of contention.

When this country was formerly invaded by the
Knifteneaux, they found the Beaver Indians inhabiting
the land about Portage la Loche ; and the adjoining
tribes were thofe whom they called flaves. They drove
both thefe tribes before them ; when the latter proceeded
down the river from the Lake of the Hills, in confe-
quence of which that part of it obtained the name of
* the Slave River. The former proceeded up the river;
and when the Kniftenecaux made peace with them,
this place was fettled to be the boundary.

We continued our voyage, and I did not find the
current fo ftrong in this river as I had been induced to
believe, though this, perhaps, was not the period to
form a corre&t notion of that circumftance, as well as
of the breadth, the water being very low ; fo that the
ftream has not appeared to me to be in any part that
1 have feen, more than a quarter of a mile wide.

The weather was cold and raw, fo as to render our
progrefs unpleafant ; at the fame time we did not relax
in our expedition, and, at three in the afternoon of
the 17th we arrrived at the falls.  The river at this
place is about four hundred yards broad, and the fall
about twenty feet high : the firft carrying place is eight
hundred paces in length, and the laft, which is about

a
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a mile onwards, is fomething more than two thirds of
that diftance. Here we found feveral fires, from which
circumftance we concluded, that the canoes deftined for
this quarter, which left the fort fome days before us,
could not be far a-head. The weather continued to be
very cold, and the {now that fell during the night was
feveral inches deep.

. On the morning of the 18th, as foon as we got out

of the draught of the fall, the wind being at North-
Eaft, and ftrong in our favour, we hoifted fail, which
carried us on at a confiderable rate againft the current,
and paffed the Loon River before twelve o’clock ; from
thence wej foon came along the Grande Ifle, at the
upper lend of which we encamped for the night. It
now froze very hard : indeed, it had {fo much the ap-
pearance of winter, that Ibegan to entertain fome alarm
left we might be ftopped by the ice: we therefore fet
off at three o'clock in the morning of the 1qth, and
about eight we landed at the Old Eftablifhment.

The paffage to this place from Athabafca having been
furveyed by M. Vandrieu, forinerly in the Company’s
fervice, I did not think it neceflary to give any parti-
cular attention to it; 1 fhall, however, juft obferve,
that the courfe in general from the Lake of the Hills
to the falls, is Wefterly, and as much to the North as
the South of it, from thence it is about Weft-South-
Weft to this fort.

The country in general is fow from our entrance of
the river to the falls, and with the exception or a few

open parts covered with grafs, it is clothed with wood.
‘Where
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Where the banks sre very low the foil is good, being com-
pofed of the fediment of the river and putrefied leaves
and vegetables. Where they are more eclevated, they
difplay a face of yellowith clay, mixed with finall
ftones.  On a line with the falls, and on either fide of
the river, there are faid to be very extenfive plains, which
afford pafture to numerous herds of buffaloes. Our
people a - head flept here laft night, and, from their
careleflnefs, the fire was communicated to, and burned
down, the large houfe, and was proceeding faft to the
{maller buildings when we arrived to extinguifh it.

- We continued our voyage, the courfe of the river
being South-Weft by Weft one mile and a quarter,
South by Eaft one mile, South-Weft by South three
miles, Weft by South one mile, South - South - Weft
two miles, South four miles, South-Weft feven miles
and- an haif, South by Weft one mile, North-North-
Weft two miies and an half, South five miles and a
quarter, South-Weft one mile and an half, North-Eaft
by Eaft three miles and an half, and South - Eaft by
Eat one mile.

We overtook Mr. Finlay, with his canoes, who was
encamped near the fort of which he was going to take
the charge, during the enluing winter, and made every
neceffary preparative for a becoming appearance on our
arrival the following morning.  Although I had been
fince the year 1787 in the Athubafca country, I had
never yet fecn a fingle native of that ‘part of it which
"~ we had now reached.

At {ix o’clock in the morning of the 20th, we landed
Vol. Il B - before
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before the houfe amidft the rejoicing ‘and firing of the
people, who were animated with the profpet of again
indulging themfelves in -the luxury of rum, of which
they had been deprived fince the beginning of May ; as
it is a prafice throughout the North-Weft, neither to
fell or give any rum to the natives during the {ummer.
There was at this time only one chief with his people,
the other two being hourly expected with their bands,
and on the 21t and 22d they all arrived except the war
chief and fifteen men. As they very foon exprefled
their defire of the expeted regale, I called them toge-
ther, to the number of forty-two hunters, or men ca-
pable of bearing arms, to offer fome advice, which would
be equally advantageous to theém and to us,and I ftrength-
ened my admonition with a nine gallon cafk of re-
duced rum and a quantity of tobacco. At the fame time
I obferved, that as I fhould not often vifit them, I had
inftanced a greater degree of liberality than they had
been accuftomed to.

The number of people belonging to this eftablifhment
amounts to about three hundred, of which, fixty are
hunters. Although they appear from their language to
be of the fame ftock as the Chepewvans, they differ
from them in appearance, manners, and cuftoms, as they
have adopted thofe of their former enemies, the Knifte-
neaux : they fpeak their language, as well as cut their
hair, paint, and drefs like them, and poffefs their im-
moderate fondnefs for liquor and tobacco. This de-
fcription, however, can be applied only to the men, as
the women are lefs adorned even than thofe of the Che-%«‘
pewyan tribes. We could not obferve, without fome
degree of furprize, the contraft between the neat and

decent
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decent appearance of the men, and the naftinefs of the
women. I am difpofed, however, to think that this
circumftance is generally owing to the extreme fubmiffion
and abafement of the latter : for I obferved, that one
of the chiefs allowed two of his wives more liberty and
familiarity than were accorded to the others, as well as
a more becoming exterior, and their appearance was
proportionably pleafing. I fhall, however, take a future
opportunity to {peak more at large on this fubject.

There were frequent changes of the weather in the
courfe of the day, and it froze rather hard in the night. .
The thicknefs of the ice in the morning was a fufficient
notice for me to proceed. T accordingly gave the natives
fuch good counfel as might influence their behaviour,
communicated my dire&tions to Mr. Finlay for his fu-
tare condut, and took my leave under feveral vollics of
mufketry, on the morning of the 23d. 1 had already
difpatched my loaded canoes two days before, with di-
retions to continue their progrefs without waiting for
me. Our courfe was South-South-Eaft one mile and

- an half, Scuth three quarters, Eaft feven miles and an
half, veering gradually to the Weft four miles and an
half; South-Eaft by South three miles, South-Eaft three
miles and an half, Eaft-South: Eaft to Long Point three
miles, South-Weft one mile and a quarter, Eaft by North
four mules and three quarters, Weft three miles and an
half, Weft-South-Weft one mile, Eaft by South five
miles and and an half, South three miles and three quar-
ters, South-Eaft by South three miles, Eait-South-Eaft
three miles, Eaft-North-Eaft one mile, when there was
a river that flowed in on the right; Eaft two miles and
an half, Eaft-South-Eatt half a mile, South-Eaft by

B2 . South
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South feven miles and an half, South two miles, South-
South-Eaft three miles and an half ; in the courfe of which
we pafled an ifland South by Wefl, where a rivalet flowed
in on the right, one mile; Eaft one mile and an half,
South five miles, South-Eaft by South four miles and
an half, South-Weft one mile, South-Eaft by Eaft four
miles and an half, Weft-South-Weft haif a mile, South-
Welt fix miles and three quarters, South-Eaft by South
one mile and an haif, South one mile and an half, South-
Eaft by South two miles, Soutl;-Weft three quarters of
amile, South-Eaft by South two miles and an half, Eaft by
South one mile and three quarters, South two miles,
South-Eaft one mile and an half, South-South-Eaft half
a mile, Eaft by South two miles and a half, North-Eaft
three miles, South-Weft by Weit fhort diftance to the
eftabhifhment of laft year, Eaft-North-Eaft four miles,
South-South-Eaft one mile and three quarters, South
half a mile, South-Eaft by South three quarters
of a mile, North-Eaft by Eaft one mile, South three
miles, South-South-Eaft one mile and three quarters,
Soath by Eaft four miles and an half, South-Weft three
miles, South by Eaft two miles, Soath by Welt one mile
and an half, South-Weft two miles, South by Weft four
miles and an half, South-Weft one mile and an half, and
South by Eafl three miles. Here we arrived at the forks
of the river; the Eaftern branch appearing to be not
more than half the fize of the Weftern one. We pur-
fued the latter, in a courfe South-Weft by Weft fix
miles, and landed on the firft of November at the place
which was defigned to be my winter refidence : indeed,
the weather had been fo cold and difagreeable, that' I was
more than once apprchenfive of our being ftopped by

the ice, and, after all, it required the utmoft exertions
. ok

-,
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of which my men were capable to prevent it ; fo that on
their arrival they were quite exhaufted: nor were their
labours at an end, for there was not a fingle hut to re-
ceive us ; it was, however, now in my power to feed
and fuftain them in a more confortable manner.

We found two men here who had been fent forward
laft fpring, for the purpofe of fquaring timber for the
ereCtion of a houfe, and cutting pallifades, &c. to fur-
round it. With them was the principal chief of the
place, and about feventy men, who had been anxioufly
waiting for our arrival, and received us with every mark
of fatisfaCtion and regard which they could exprefs. If
we might judge from the quantity of powder that was
wafted on our arrival, they certainly had not been in
want of ammunition, at lealt during the fummer.

The banks of the river, from the falls, are in general
lofty, except at low woody points, accidentally formed
in the manner I have already mentioned : they alfo dif-
played, in all their broken parts, a face of clay, inter-
mixed with ftone; in fome places there likewife ap-
peared a black mould.

In the fummer of 1788, a fmall fpot was cleared at
the Old Eftablithment, which is fituated on a bank
thirty feet above the level of the river, and was fown
with turnips, carrots, and parfnips. The firft grew to
a large fize, and the others thrived very well. An ex-
periment was aifo made with potatoes and cabbages,
the former of which were f{uccefsful ; but for want of
care the latter failed. The next winter the perfon who
had undertaken this cultivation, fuffered the potatoes,

which
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which had been colle€ted for feed, to catch the froft,
and none had been fince brought to this place. There
is not the lealt doubt but the foil would be very produc-
tive, if a proper atiention were given to its preparation.
In the fall of the year 1787, when I firft arrived at
Athabafca, Mr. Pond was fettled on the banks of the
Elk River, where he remained for three years, and had
formed as fine a kitchen garden as I ever faw in Canada.

In addition to the woeod which flourifhed below the
fall, thefe banks produce the cyprefs tree, arrow-wood,
and the thorn. Ou either fide of the river, though invi-
fible from it, are extenfive plains, which abound in buf-
faloes, elks, wolves, foxes, and bears, At a cenfiderable
diftance to the Weftward, is an immenfe ridge of high
land or mountains, which take an oblique direction from
below the falls, and are inhabited by great numbers of
deer, which are feldom difturbed, but when the Indians
go to hunt the beaver in thofe parts, and, being tired
of the flefh of the latter, vary their food with that of
the former. This ridge bears the name of the Deer
Mountain. Oppofite to our prefent fituation, are beau-
tiful meadows, with various animals grazing on them,
and groves of poplars irregularly fcattered over them.

My tent was no fooner pitched, than I fummoned
the Indians together, and gave each of them about four
inches of Brazil tobacco, a dram of fpirits, and lighted
the pipe. As they had been very troublefoine to my
predeccflor, I informed them that I had heard of their
mifconduét, and was come among them to inquire into
the truth of it. 1 added alfo that it would be an eftab-
lithed rule with me to treat them with kindoefs, if

their -
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their behaviour fhould be fuch as to deferve it; but,
at the fame time, that I fhould be equally fevere if they
failed in thofe returns which I had a right to expect fiom
them, Ithen prefented them with a quantity of rum,
which I recommended to be ufed with difcretion, and
added fome tobacco, as a token of peace, They, in re-
turn, made me the faireft promifes; and, having ex-
prefled the pride they felt on beholding me in their
country, took their leave.

I now proceeded to examine my fituation ; and it was
with great fatisfaction 1 obferved that the two men who had
been fent hither fome time before us, to cut and fquare
timber for our future operdtions) had employed the
intervening period with acivity and fkill. They had
formed a fufficient quantity of pallifades of eighteen
feet long, and feven inches in diameter, to inclofe a
fquare fpot of a hundred and twenty feet; they had
alfo dug a ditch of three feet deep to receive them; and
had prepared timber, planks, &c. for the ere@ion of a
houfe. -

I was, however, fo much occupied in fettling matters
with the Indians, and equipping them for their winter
hunting, that 1 could not give my attention to any other
object, till the 7th, when 1 fer all hands at work to
conftruct the fort, build the houfe, and form ftore-houfes.
. On the preceding day the river began to run with ice,
which we call the laft of the navigation. On the 11th
we had a South-Welt wind, with fnow. On the 16th
the ice ftopped in the other fork, which was not above
a league from us, acrofs the intervening neck of land.
The water in this branch continued to flow till the

22d,



16 VOYAGE THROUGH THE NORTH-

22d, when it was arrefted alfo by the froft, fo that
we had a paffage acrofs the river, which would laft to the
latter end of the fucceeding April. This was a fortunate
circumftance, as we depended for our fupport upon what
the hunters could provide for us, and they had bcen
prevented by the running of the ice from croffing the
river. They now, however, very fhortly procured us as
much freth meat as we required, though it was for fome
time a toilfome bufinefs to my people, for as there was
not yet a fufficient quantity of fnow to run fledges, they
were under the neceffity of loading themfelves with the

fpoils of the chafe.

On the 27th the froft was fo fevere - that the axes of
the workmen became almoft as brittle as glafs. The
weather was very various until the 2d of December,
when my Farenheit’s thermometer was injured by an
accident, which rendered it altogether ufelefs. The
following table, therefore, from the 16th of November, to
this unfortunate circumftance, is the only correct account
of the weather which I can offer.
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In this fituation, removed from all thofe ready aids -
which add fo much to the comfort, and indeed is a
principal chara&eriftic of civilifed life, I was under the
neceffity of employing my judgment and experience in
acceffory circumftances, by no means connefted with
the habits of my life, or the enterprife in which I was im»
mediately engaged. 1 was now among a people who -
had no knowledge whatever of remedial application to
thofe diforders and accidents to which man is liable in
gvery part of the globe, in the diftant wildernefs, asin
the peopled city. They had not the leaft acquaintance
with that primitive medicine which confifts in an expe-
vience of the healing virtues of herbs and plants, and is
frequently found among uncivilifed and favage nations.
This circumftance now obliged me to be their phyfician
and furgeon, as a woman with a {welled breaft, which
had been lacerated with flint ftones for the cure of it,
prefented herfelf to my attention, and by cleanlinefs,
poultices, and healing falve, I fucceeded in producing
a cure. One of my people alfo, who was at work in
the woods, was attacked with a fudden pain near the
firft joint of his thumb, which difabled him from. hold-
ing an axe, On examining his arm, I was aftonifhed
to find-a natrow red ftripe, about half an inch wide,
from his thumb to his fhoulder ; the pain was violent,
and accompanied with chillinefs and fthivering. This
was a cafe that appeared to be beyond my fkill, but it
was neceffary to do fomething towards relicving the
mind of the patient, though I might be unfuccefsful in
removing his complaint. I accordingly prepared a kind
of volatile liniment of rum and foap, with with I or-
dered his arm to be rubbed, but with little or no effect.
He was in 2 raving ftate throughout the night, and;hc

ed
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red ftripe not only increafed, but was alfo accompanied
with the appearance of feveral blotches on his body, and
pains in his ftomach : the propriety of taking fome blood
from him now occurred to me, and I ventured, from
abfolute neceflity, to perform that operation for the firft
time, and with an effe& that juftified the treatment, The
following night afforded him reft, and in a fhort time
he regained his former health and a&ivity.

I was very much furprifed on walking in the woods
at fuch an inclement period of the year, to be faluted
with the finging of birds,” while they feemed by their
vivacity to be actuated by the invigorating power of a
.more genial feafon.  Of thefe birds the male was fome-
thing lefs than the robin; part of his body is of a delicate
-fawn colour, and his neck, breaft, and belly, of a deep
fcarlet ; the wings are black, edged with fawn colour,
and two white ftripes running acrofs them ; the tail is
variegated, and the head crowned with a tuft. The fe-
male is fmaller than the male, and of a fawn colour
throughout, except on the neck, which is enlivened by
an hue of glofly yellow. I have no doubt but they are
conftant inhabitants of this climate, as well as fome -
other fmall birds which we faw, of a grey colour.

Ca CHAP.
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CHAPTER 1L

Removed from the tent to the houfe. Build habitations for
the people. The hardfbips they fuffer. Violent burri-
cane. Singular circumflances attending it. The com=
mencement of the new year. An Indian cured of a
dangerous wound. State of the weather. Curious cuf~
toms among the Indians, on the death of a relation,
Account of a quarrel. An  Indian's reafoning on it
Murder of one of the Indians. The caufe of it. Some
account of the ‘Rocky Mbuntain Indians. Curious cir=
cumflance refpeling a woman in labour, ©c. A dif-
pute between twa Indians, which arofe from gaming.
An account of one of their games. Indian fuperflition:
Mildnefs of the feafon. The Indians prepare fnow fhoes.
Singular cuftoms.  Further account of their manners, The
Slavifh flate of the women. Appearance of fpring. Dif-
patch cances with the trade to Fort Chepewyan. Make
preparations for the weyage of difcavery,

R

1792. DECEMBER 23.

I THIS day’ removed from the tent into the houfe
which had been erefted for me, and fet all the men to
begin the buildings intended for their own habitation.
Materials {ufficient to erect a range of five houfes for them,
of about feventeen by twelve feet, were already colleted.

It
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T would be confidered by the inhabitants of a milder cli-
mate as a great evil, to be expofed to the weather at
this rigorous feafon of the year, but thefe people are
inured to it, and it is neceffary to defcribe in fome mea-
fure the hardthips which they' undergo without a mur-
mur, in order to convey a general notion of them.

The men who were now with me, left this place in
the beginning of 1aft May, and went to the Rainy Lake
in canoes, laden with packs of fur, which, from the
immenfe length of the voyage, and other concurring
circumftances, is a moft fevere trial of patience and per-
feverance : there they do not remain a fufficient time
for ordinary repofe, when they take a load of goods in
exchange, and proceed on their return, in a great mea-
fure, day and night. They had been arrived near two
months, and, ail that time, had been continually en-
gaged in very toilfome laboar, with nothing more than
a common fhed to prote&t them from the froft and
fnow. Such is the life which thefe people lead ; and is
continued with unremitting exertion, till their ftrength
is loft in premature old age.

The Canadians remarked, that the weather we had on
the 25th, 26th, and 27th of this month, denoted fuch
as we might expe@ in the three fucceeding months.
On the 29th, the wind being at North-Eaft, and the
weather calm and cloudy, a rumbling noife was heard
in the air like diftant thunder, when the fky cleared
away in the South-Weft; from whence there blew a
perfet hurricane, which lafted till eight. Soon after
it commenced, the atmiofphere became fo warm that it
diffolved all the fnow on the ground; even the ice was

covered
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covered with water, and had the fame appearance as’
when it is breaking up in the fpring. From eight to
nine the weather became calm, but immediately after a
wind arofe from the North-Eaft with equal violence,
with clouds, rain, and hail, which continued throughout
the night and till the evening of the next- day, when it
turned to fnow. One of the people who wintered at
Fort Dauphin in the year 1780, when the fmall- pox
firft appeared there, informed me, that the weather
there was of a fimilar defcription.

(January 1.) On the firft day of January, my people,
in conformity with the ufual cuftom, awoke me at the
break of day with the difcharge of fire-arms, with which
they congratulated the appearance of the new year. In
return, they were treated with plenty of fpirits, and
when there is any flour, cakes are always added to their
regales, which was the cafe on the prefent occafion.

On my arrival here laft fall, I tound that one of the
young Indians had loft the ufe of his right hand by the
burfting of a gun, and that his thumb had been maimed
in fuch a manner as to hang only by a fmall ftrip of
fleth. Indeed, when he was brought to me, his wound
was in fuch an offenfive ftate, and emitted fuch a putrid
finell, that it required all the refolation I poffeffed to
examine it. His friends had done every thing in their
power to relieve him; but as it confifted only in finging
about him, and blowing upon his hand, the wound, as
may be well imagined, had got into the deplorablg ftate
ip which I found it. I was rather alarmed at the dif-
ficulty of the cafe, but as the young man’s life was in
a ftate of hazard, I was determined to rifk my furgical

reputation,
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reputation, and accordingly took him under my care.
I immediately formed a poultice of bark, ftripped from
the roots of the fpruce-fir, which I applied to the wound,
having firft wathed it with the juice of the bark: this
proved.a very painful drefling: in a few days, however,
the wound was clean, and the proud flefh around it
deftroyéd. I withed very much in this flate of the
bufinefs to have feparated the thumb from the hand,
which I well knew muft be effe@ed before the cure
could be performed; but he would not confent to that
operation, till, by the application of vitriol, the fleth by
which the thamb was fufpended was fhrivelled almoft
to a thread. When I bhad fucceeded in this obje&t, I
perceived that the wound was clofing rather fafter than
1 defired. The falve I applied on the occafion was made
of the Canadian balfam, wax, and tallow dropped from
a burning -candle into water. In fhort, I was fo fuc-
cefsful, that about Chriftmas my patient engaged in a
hunting party, and brought me the tongue of an elk:
nor was he finally ungrateful. When he left me, I
received the warmeft acknowledgements, both from
himfelf and his relations, with whom he departed, for
my care of him. I certainly did not fpare my time or
attention on the occafion, as I regular]y drefled his
wound three times a day, during the courfe of a
month,

On the sth in the morning, the weather was calm,
clear, ‘and very cold; the wind blew from the South-
Weft, and in the courfe of the afternoon it began to
thaw. I had already obferved at Athabafca, that this
wind never failed to bring us clear mild weather, whereas,
when it blew from the oppofite quarter, it produced .

fnow,
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fnow. Here it is much more perceptible, for if it blows
‘hard South-Weft for four hours, a thaw is the con-
fequence, and if the wind is at North-Eaft, it brings
fleet and fnow. To this caufe it may be attributed, that
there is now fo little fnow in this part of the world.
Thefe warm winds come off the Pacific Ocean, which
cannot, in a direét line, be very far from us; the
diftance being fo fhort, that though they pafs over
mountains covered with fnow, there is not time for
them to cool. .

There being feveral of the natives at the houfe at
this time, one of them, who had received an account
of the death of his father, proceeded in filence to his
Jodge, and began to fire off his gun. As it was night,
and fuch a noife being fo uncommon at fuch an hour,
efpecially when it was fo often .repeated, I fent my
interpreter to inquire into the caufe of it, when he
was informed by the man himfelf, that this was a
common cuftom with them on the death of a near
relation, and was a warning to their friends not to
épproach, or intrude upon them, as- they were, in
confequence of their lofs, become carelefs of life.” The
chief, to whom the deceafed perfon was alfo related,
appeared with his war-cap on his head, which is only
worn on thefe folemn occafions, or when preparing for
battle, and confirmed to me this fingular cuftom of
firing guns, in order to exprefs their grief for the death
of relations and friends.* The women alone indulge in

' tears

* When they are drinking together, they frequently prefent
their guns to each other, when any of the parties have not
other means of procuring rum. On fuch an occafion they

‘ ' always
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tears on fuch occafions, the men confidering it as a mark
of pufillanimity and a want of fortitude to betray any
perfonal tokens of fenfibility or forrow.

The Indians informed me, that they had been to hunt
at a lzirge lake, called by the Knifteneaux, the Slave
Lake, which derived its name from that of its original
inhabitants, who were called Slaves. They reprefented
it as a large body of water, and that it lies about one
hundred and twenty miles due Eaft from this place. It
is well known to the Knifteneaux, who are among the
inhabitants of the plains on the banks of the Safkatchi-
wine river; for formerly, when they ufed to come to
make war in this country, they came in their canoes to
that lake, and left them there; from thence there is a
beaten path all the way to the Fork, or Eaft branch of
this river, which was their war-road.

(January 10.) Among the people’ who were now
here, there were two Rocky Mountain Indians, who
declared, that the people to whom we had given that
denomination, are by no means entitled to it, and that
their country has ever been in the vicinity of our prefent
fituation. They faid, in fupport of their affertion, that
thefe people were entirely ignorant of thofe parts which
are adjacent to the mountain, as well as the navigation of
the river ; that the Beaver Indians had greatly encroached
upon them, and would foon force them to retire to the
foot of thefe mountains. They reprefented themfelves
as the only real natives of that country then with me ;

always dxfcharge their pieces, as a proof, I imagine, of their
bemg in good order, and to determine the quantity of liquor
they may propofe to get in exchange for them.

Vol. 11 ‘ D and
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and added, that the country, and that part of the river
that intervenss between this place and the mountains,
bear much the fame appearance as that around us ; that
the former abounds with animals, but that the courfe of
the latter is interrupted, near and in the mountains, by
fucceffive rapids and confiderable falls. Thefe men allo
informed me, that there is another great river towards
the mid day fun, whofe current runs in that direttion,
and that the diftance from it is not great acrofs the
mountains.

The natives brought e plenty of fars. The fmall
quantity" of fiow, at this time, was pafticular]y favourable
for hunting the beaver, as from this circumftance, thofe
animals could, with the greater facility, be retraued from
their lodges to their Iurkmg places.

On the 12th our hunter arrived, having left his mo-
ther-in-law, who was lately become a widow with three
fmall children, and in aual labour of a fourth, Her
daughter related this circumftance to the women here,
without the leaft appearance of concern, though fhe
reprefented her as in a ftate of great danger, which pro-
bably might proceed from her being abandoned in this
unnatural manner; at the fame time without any ap-
parent confcioufnefs of her own barbarous negligence :
if the poor abandoned woman fhould die, the would moft
probbly lament her with great outcries, and, perhaps,
cut off one or two joints of her fingers as tokens of her
grief. The Indians, indeed, confider the ftate of a
woman in Jaboor as among the moft trifling occur-
rences of corporal pain to which human . nature is
fubje&, and they may be, in fome meafure, juft.fied

in
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in this apparent infenfibility fiom the circumftances of
that fituation among themfelves. It is by no means
uncommon in the hafty removal of their camps from
one pofition to another, for a . woman to be taken in
labour, to deliver herfelf in her way, without any affiltance
or notice from her affociates in the journey, and to
overtake them before they complete the arrangements
of their evening ftation, with her new-boin babe on her
back.

1 was this morning threatened with a very urpleafant
event, which, however, [ was fortunately enab'ed to
control. Two young TIndians being engaged in one of
their games, a difpute enfued, which rofe to fuch an
height, that they drew their kimves, and if T had not
happened to have appeared, they would, 1 doubt not,
have employed them to very bloody purpofes. So
violent was their rage, that after I h.d turned them
‘both out of the houfe, and feverely reprimanded them,
they ftood in the fort for at leaft half an hour, looking
at each other with a mofl vindi&ive afpect, and in fullen
filence.

The game which produced this flate of bitter enmity,
is called that of the Platter, from a principal article of
it. The Indians play at it in the foilowing manner :

. The inftruments of it confit of a platter, or difh,
made of wood or bark, and fix round, or fquare, but
flat pieces of metal, wood, or ftone, whofe fides or
furfaces are of different colours. Thefe are put inte
the dith, and after being for fome time fhaken tagether,

are thrown into the air, and received again in the dith
: D2 with
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with confiderable dexterity; when, by the number that
are turned up of the fame mark or colour, the game
is regulated. If there fhould be equal numbers, the
throws is not reckoned; if two or four, the platter
changes hands.

On the 13th, one of thefe people came to me, and
prefented in himfelf a curious example of Indian fu-
perftiion. He requefted me to furnith him with a
remedy that might be applied to the joints of his legs
and thighs, of which he had, in a great meafure, loft
the ufe for five winters. ~This afliCtion he attributed
to his cruelty about that time, when having found a
wolf with two whelps in an old Beaver lodge, he fet
fire to it and confumed them.

1]

The winter had been fo mild, that the fwans had:
but lately left us, and at this advanced period there was
very little fnow on the ground: it was, however, at
this time a foot and a half in depth, in the environs of
the eftablifbment below this, which is at the diftance of
about feventy leagues.

On the 28th the Indians were now employed in
making their fnow-fhoes, as the fnow had not hitherto
fallen in fufficient quantity to render them neceffary.

( February 2. ) The weather now became very cold,
and it froze fo hard in the night that my watch ftop-
ped; a circumftance that had never happened to this
watch fince my refidence in the country.

There
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There was a lodge of Indians here, who were abfo-
lutely ftarving with cold and hunger. They had lately
loft a near relation, and had, according to cuftom,
thrown away every thing belonging to them, and even
'exchanged the few articles of raiment which they pof-
fefled, in order, as I prefume, to get rid of every thing
that may bring the deceafed to their remembrance. They
alfo deftroy every thing belonging to any deceafed per-
fon, except what they confign to the grave with the
late owner of them. We had fome difficulty to make
them comprehend that the debts of a man who dies
fhould be difcharged, if he left any furs behind him:
but thofe who underftand this principle of juftice, and
profefs to adhere to it, never fail to prevent the ap-
pearance of any fkins beyond fuch as may be neceffary
to fatisfy the debts of their dead relation.

On the 8th I had an obfervation for the longitude.
In the courfe of this day one of my men, who had
been fome time with the Indians, came to inform me
that one of them had threatened to ftab him; and on
his preferring a complaint to the man with whom he
now lived, and to whom I had given him in charge,
he replied, that he had been very imprudent to play
and quarrel with the young Indians out of his lodge,
where no one would dare to come and quarrel with
him; but that if he had loft his life where he had been,
it would have been the confequence of his own folly.
Thus, even among thefe children of nature, it appears
that a man’s houfe is his caftle, where the proteétion of
hofpitality is rigidly maintained.

The hard froft which had prevailed from the begin-

the
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the wind blowing fiom the South-Weft, the weather
became mild.

* On the 22d a wolf was fo bold as to venture émong

the Indian lodges, and was very near carrying off a
child. '

I had another dbfervation of Jupiter and his fatellites
for the longitude. On the 13th fome geefe were feen,
and thefe birds are always confidered as the harbingers
of fpring. . On the 1ft of April my hunters thot five
of them. This was a much earlier period than I ever
remember to have obferved the vifits of wild fowl in
this part of the woild. The weather had been mild
for the laft fortnight, and there was a promife of its
contingance. On the sth the fnow had entirely difap-
peared.

At half paft four this morning, I was awakened to
be informed that an Indian had been killed. T accor-
dingly haflened to the camp, where I found two women
“employed in rolling up the dead body of a man, called
the White Partridge, in a beaver robe, which I had
Jent him. He had received four mortal wounds fiom
a dagger, two within the collar bone, one in the left
breaft, and another in the {mall of the back, with two
“cuts acrofs his head. The murderer. who had been my
hunter throughout the winter, had fled; and it was
-pretended that feveral relations of the deceafed were
gone in purfuit of him. The hiftory of this unfortu-
-pate event is as follows:—

Thefe two men had been comrades for four years;
the murderer had three wives, and the young man who
was
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waé. killed, becomihg enamouted of one of them, the
hufband confented to yield her to him, with the referved
power of claiming her as his property, when it fhould
be his pleafure. This connetion was uninterrupted for
near three years, when, whimfical as it may appear, the
hufband became jealous, and the public amour was
fufpended.  The parties, however, made their private
affignations, which caufed the woman to be fo ill treated
by her hufband, that the paramour was deteimined to
take her away by force; and this proje@& ended in his
death. This is a very common praftice among the
Indians, and generally terminates in very ferious and fatal
quarrels. In confe juence of this event, all the Indians
went away in great apparent hurry and confufion, and
in the evening not one of them was to be feen about
the fort,

The Beaver and Rocky Mountain Indians, who traded
with us in this river, did not exceed an hundred and fifty
men, capable of bearing arms, two thirds of whom calt
themfelves Beaver Indians. The latter d.ffer only from
the former, as they have more or lefs imbibed the cuftoms
and manners of the Knifteneaux. "As I have already
obferved, they are paffionately fond of liquor, and in the
moments of their feftivity will barter any thing they have
in their poffeffion for it. ‘

. Though the Beaver Indians made their peace with the
Knifteneaux at Peace Point, as alieady mentioned, yet
they did not fecure a ftate of amity from others of the
fame nation, who had driven away the natives of the
Safkatchiwine and Miffinipy Rivers, and joined at the
head water of the latter, called the Beaver River: from

thence
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thence they proceeded Weft by the Slave Lake juft
defcribed, on their war excurfions, which they often
repeated, even till the Beaver Indians had procured arms,
which was in the year 1782, If it fo happened that they
miffed them, they proceeded Weftward till they were
certain of wreaking their vengeance on thofe of the
Rocky Mountain, who being without arms, became an
eafy prey- to their blind and favage fury. All the
European articles they poffefled, previous to the year
1780, were obtained from the Knifteneaux and Che-
pewyans, who brought them from Fort Churchill, and
for which they were made to pay an extravagant
price.

As late as the year 1786, when the firft traders from
Canada arrived on the banks of this river, the natives
employed bows and fnares, but at prefent very little ufe
is made of the former, and the latter are no longer
known. They ftill entertain a great dread of their
natural enemies, but they are fince become fo well
armed, that the others now call them their allies. The
men are in general of a comely appearance, and fond of
perfonal decoration. The women are of a contrary
difpofition, and the flaves of the men: in common with
all the Indian tribes, polygamy is allowed among them.
They are very {ubject to jealoufly, and fatal confequences
frequently refult from the indulgence of that paffion.
But notwithftanding the vigilance and feverity which- is
exercifed by the hufband, it feldom happens that a woman
is without her favourite, who, in the abfence of the
hufband, exa&s the fame fubmiffion, and pradifes the
fame tyranny. And fo premature is the tender paffion,

that it is fometimes known to invigorate fo early a period
of
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of life as the age of eleven or twelve years, The women
are not very prolific; -a circumftance which may. be
attributed, in a great meafure, to the hardthips that they
fuffer, for except a few {mall dogs, theyalone perform
~ that labour which is alletted to beafts of burthen in other
countries. It is not uncommon, while the men carry
riothing but a gun, that their wives and daughters follow
with fuch weighty burdens, that if they lay them down
they cannot replace them, and that is a kindnefs which
the men will not deign to perform ; fo that.during their
journeys ‘they are frequently obliged to lean againft a
tree, for a {mall portion of temporary relief. When they
arrive at the place which their tyrants have chofen for
their encampment, they arrange the whole in a few
minutes, by forming a curve of poles, meeting at the
top, and expanding into circles of twelve or fifteen feet
diameter at the bottom, covered with drefled fkins of the
moofe fewed together. During thefe preparations, the
men fit down quietly to the enjoyment of their pipes,
if they happen to have any tobacco. But notwithftanding
this abject ftate of flavery and fubmiffion, the women
have a confiderable influence on the opinion of the men.
in every thing, except their own domeftic fituation.

Thefe Indians are excellent hunters, and their exercife
in that capacity is fo violent as to reduce them in general
to a very mieagre appearance. Their religion is of a
very contracted nature, and 'l never witnefled any cere-
mony of devotion which they had not borrowed from
the Knifteneaux, their feafts and fafts being in imitation
of that people. They are more vicious and warlike than
the Chepewyans, from whence they {prang, though they
do not poffefs their felfithnefs; for while they have the

Vol. IL E means
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means of purchafing their neceffaries, they are liberal
and generous, but when thofe are exhaufted they become
errant beggars : they are, however, remarkable for their
honefty, for in the whole tribe there were only two
women and a man who had been known to have fwerved
from that virtue, and they were confidered as objects of
difregard and reprobation.” They are afflited with but
few difeafes, and their only remedies confift in binding
the temples, procuring perfpiration, finging, and blowing
on the fick perfon, or affeCted part. When death over-
takes any of them, their property, as I have before
obferved, is facrificed and deftroyed; nor is there any
failure of lamentation or mourning on fuch occafion:
they who are more nearly related to the departed perfon,
black their faces, and fometimes cut off their hair; they
alfo pierce their arms with knives and arrows. The
grief of the females is carried to a flill greater excefs;
they not only cat their hair, and cry and howl, but they
will fometimes, with the utmoft deliberation, employ
fome fharp inflrument to feparate the nail from the
finger, and then force back the fleth beyond the firft
joint, which they immediately amputaté. But this ex-
traordinary mark of affliCtion is only difplayed on the
death of a favourite fon, an hufband, or a father. Many
of the old women have fo often repeated this ceremony,
that they have not a complete finger remaining on either
hand. The women renew their lamentations at the
graves of their departed relatives for a long fucceffion of
years. They appear, in common with all the Indidn
tribes, to be very fond of their children, but they are as
carelefs in theif mode of {wadling them in their infant
ftate, as they are of their own drefs: the child is laid
down on a board, of about two feet long, covered with

a
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a bed of mofs, to which it is faftened by bandages, the
mofs being changed as often as the occafion requires,
The chief of the nation had no lefs than nine wives, and
children in proportion,

When traders firft appeared among thefe people, the
Canadians were treated with the utmoft hofpitality and
attention ; but they have, by their fubfequent condu&,
taught the natives to withdraw that refpe&t from.them,
and fometimes to treat them with indignity. They differ
very much from the Chepewyans and Knifteneaux, in
the abhorrence they profefs of any carnal communication
between their women and the white people. They carry
their love of gaming to excefs; they will purfue it for a
fucceffion of days and nights, and no apprehenfion of
ruin, nor influence of domeftic affeCtion, will reftrain
them from the indulgence of it. They are a quick,
lively, allive people, with a keen, penetrating, dark
eye; and thougly, they are very fufceptible of anger, are
as eafily appeaﬁil%c males eradjcate their beards, and
the females their hair in every part, except their heads,
where it is ftrong and black, and without a curl. There
are many old men among them, but they are, in general,
ignorant of the fpace in which they have been inhabitants
of the earth, though one of th.em told me that he re-
collected fixty winters,

An Indian in fome meafure explained his age to me,
by relating that he remembered the oppofite hills and
plains, now interfperfed with groves of poplars, when
they were covered with mofs, and without any animal
inhabitant but the rein-deer. By degrees, he faid, the
face of the country changed to its prefent appearance,

Ea when
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when the elk came from the Eaft, and was followed by
the buffalo; the rein-deer then retired to the long range
of high lands that, at a confiderable diftance, run parallel
with this river. o

On the 20th of April, T had an obfervation of Jupiter
and his fatellites, for the longitude, and we were now
vifited by our fummer companions the gnats and mof-
quitoes. On the other fide of the river, which was yet
covered with ice, the plins were delightful ; the trees
were budding, and many plants in bloffom. Mr. Mackay
brought me a bunch of flowers of a pink colour, and a
yellow button, encircled with fix leaves of a light purple.
The change in the appearance of nature was as fudden
as it was pleafing, for a few days only were paflfed away
fince the ground was covered with fnow. On the 25th
the river was cleared of the ice.

I now found that the death of the man called the
"White Partridge, had deranged all the plans which I
had fettled with the Indians for the fpring hunting.
"They had affembled at fome diftance from the fort, and
fent an embafly to me, to demand rum to drink, tha
they might have an opportunity of crying for their de-
ceafed brother. It would be confidered as an extreme
degradation in an Indian to weep when fober, but a ftate
of intoxication fanétions all irregularities. On my refufal,
they threatened to go to war, which, from motives of
'intcreﬁ as well as humanity, we did our utmoft to dif-
courage ; and as a fecond meffage was brought by perfons
of fome weight among thefe people, and on whom I
could depend, I thought it prudent to comply with, the
demand, on an exprefs condition, that they would con-
tinue peaceably at home.

The
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The month of April being now paft, in the early
part of which I was moft bufily employed in trading
with the Indians, I ordered our old canoes to be repaired
with bark, and added four new ones to them, when,
with the furs and provifions I had purchafed, fix canoes
were loaded and difpatched on the 8th of May for Fort
Chepewyan. I had, however, retained fix of the men,
who agreed to accompany me on my projeCted voyage
of difcovery. I alfo engaged my hunters, and clofed the
bufinefs of the year for the Company, by writing my
public and private difpatches.

Having afcertained, by various obfervations, the latitude
of this place to be 56. 9. North, and longitude 114,
35 15. Weft; — on the ninth day of May, I found,
that my acrometer was one hour forty-fix minutes flow
to apparent time; the mean going of it I had found to
be twenty-two feconds flow in twenty-four hours.—
Having fettled this point, the canoe was put into the
water; her dimenfions were twenty-five feet long within,
exclufive of the curves of ftem and ftern, twenty-fix
inches hold, and four feet nine inches beam. At the
fame time fhe was fo light, that two men could carry
her on a good road three or four miles without refting.
In this flender veffel, we fhipped provifions, goods for
prefents, arms, ammunition, and baggage, to the weight
of three thoufand pounds, and an equipage of ten
people; viz. Alexander Mackay, Jofeph Landry, Charles
Ducette,* Frangois Beaulieux, Baptift Biffon, Francois
Courtois, and Jacques Beauchamp, with two Indians as

* Jofeph Landry and Charles Ducette were with me in
my former voyage.
hunters
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hunters and interpreters. One of them, when a boy,
was ufed to be fo idle, that*he obtained the reputable
name of Cancre, which he ftill poffeffes. With thefe
perfons I embarked at feven in the evening. My winter
interpreter, with another perfon, whom I left here to
take care of the fort, and fupply the natives with am-
munition during the fammer, fhed tears on the refletion
of thofe dangers which we might encounter in our
expedition, while' my own people offered up theis
prayers that we might return in fafety from it.

-~ CHAP.
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CHAPTER IIL

Proceed on the woyage of difcovery. Beautiful feenery.
The canve too heavily laden. The country in a flate
of combuftion. Meet with a bunting party. State of
the river, &c. Meet with Indians. See the tracks
of bears, and one of their dens. Sentiment of an Ine
dian. Junftion of the Bear River. Appearance of
the country. State of the river. Obferve a Sall of
timber. Abundance of animals. Sec fome bears. Come
in fight of the rocky mountains. The cance receives an
injury and is repaired. Navigation dangerous. Rapids
and falls. Succeffion of difficulties and dangers.

1793. May.

(Thurfday g.) " ‘/ E began our voyage with a courfe
South by Wetft, againft a ftrong current one mile and

three quarters, South-Weft by South one mile, and
landed before eight on an ifland for the night.

( Friday vo.) The weather was clear and pleafant,
though there was a keennefs in the air; and at a quarter
paft three in the morning we continued our voyage,
ficering South-Weft three quarters of a mile, South-
Weft by South orie mile and a quarter, South three

quarters
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quarters of a mile, South-Weft by South one quarter
of a mile, South-Weft by Weft one mile, South-Weft
by South three miles, South by Weft three quarters of a
mile, and South-Weft one mile.. The canoe, being
ftrained from its having been very heavily laden, be-
came fo leaky, that we were obliged to land, unload,
and gum it. As this circumftance took place about
twelve, I had an opportunity of taking an altitude,
which made our latitude 5. 58. 48.

When the canoe was repaired we continued our
courfe, {teering South-Weft by Weft one mile and an
half, when I had the misfortune to drop my pocket-
compals into the water ; Weft half a mile, Weft-South-
Weft four miles and an half, Here, the banks are fteep
and hilly, and in fome parts undermined by the river.
‘Where the earth has given way, the face of the cliffs-
difcovers numerous ftrata, confifting of reddifh earth
and fraall Qones, bitumen, and a greyith earth, below
which, near the water edge, is a red flone. Water iffues
from moft of the banks, and the ground on which it
fpreads is covered with a thin white fcurf, or particles
of a faline fubftance : there are feveral of thefe falt {prings.
At half paft fix in the afternoon the young men landed,
when they killed an elk and wounded a buffalo. In
this fpot we formed our encampment for the night.

From the place which we quitted this morning, the
Weft fide of the river difplayed a fucceffion of the moft
beautiful fcenery I had ever beheld. The ground rifes
at intervals to a confiderable height, and ftretching in-
wards to a confiderable diftance: at every interval or
paufe in the rife, there is a very gently-afcending fpace

or
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ot lawn,. which is alternate with abrupt precipices to the
fummit of the whole, or, at leaft as far as the eye could
diftinguith. This magnificent theatre of nature has all the
decorations which the trees and animals of the country can
afford it : groves of poplars in every fhape vary the
fcene; and their intervals are enlivened with vaft herds
of elks and buffaloes: the former choofing the fteeps
and uplands, and the latter preferring the plains. At
this time the buffaloes were attended with their young
ones, who were frifking about them; and it appeared
that the elks would foon exhibit the fame enlivening
circumftance. The whole country difplayed an exu-
berant verdure; the trees that bear a blofflom were
advancing faft to that delightful appearance, and the
velvet rind of their branches, refleting the oblique rays
of a rifing or fetting fun, added a fplendid gaety to
the {cene, which no expreflions of mine are qualified
to defcribe. The Eaft fide of the river confifts of a
range of high land covered with the white fpruce ard
the foft birch, while the banks abound with the alder
and the willow. The water continued to rife, and the
current being proportionably ftrong, we made a greater
ufe of fetting poles than paddles.

(Saturday 11.) The weather was overcat. With a
firong wind a.head, we embarked at four in the mor-
ning, and left all the freth meat behind us, but the partion
which- had been affigned to the kettle ; the canve being
already too heavily laden. Our courfe was Weft- Southe
Weft one mile, where a fmall river flowed in from the
Eaft, named Quifcatina Sepy. or Riverwith the High Banks;
Weit haif a mile, South half 2 mile, South-Weft by Weft
three quarters of a mile, Weft one mile and a qaarter,

Vol. IL F " Soyth-
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South-Weit a quarter of a mile, South-South-Weft half
a mile, and Weft by South a mile and an half. Here
I took a meridian altitude, which gave s55. 56. 3. North
Jatitule. We then proceeded Weft three miles and
" an half, Weft-South-Weft, where the whole plain was
on fire, one mile, Weft one mile, and the wind fo ftrong
a-head, that it occafioned the canoe to gake in water,
and otherwife impeded our progrefs. Here we landed to
take time, with the mean of three altitudes, which made
the watch flow, 1. 42. 10, apparent time.

‘We now proceeded Weft-South-Weft, one mile and
a quarten, where we found a chief of the Beaver Indians
on a hunting party. I remained, however, in my ca-
noe, and though it was getting late, I did not choofe to
encamp with thefe people, left the friends of my hunters
might difcourage them from proceeding on the voyage.
We, therefore, continued our courfe, but feveral Indians
kept company with us, running along the bank and
converfing with my people, who were fo attentive to
them, that they drove the canoe on a ftony flat, fo
that we were under the neceflity of landing to repair
the damages, and put up for the night, though very
contrary to my wifhes. My hunters obtained permif-
fion to proceed with fome of theie people to their lodges
on the promife of being back by the break of day ;
though 1 was not without fome apprehenfion refpeling
them. The chief, however, and another man, as well
as feveral people from the lodges, joined us before
we had completed the repair of the canoe; and they
made out a melancholy flory, that they had neither
ammunition nor tobacco fufficient for their neceffary
fupply during the fummer. I accordingly referred
. ' him
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him to.the Fort, where plenty of thofe articles were
left in the care of my interpreter, by whom they would
be abundantly furnithed, if they were adtive and in-
duftrious -in purfuing their occupations. I did not fail,
on this occafion, to magnify the advantages of the prefent
expedition ; obferving, at the fame time, that its fuccefs
would depend on the fidelity and conduct of the young
men who were retained by me to hunt. The chief ilfo
propofed to borrow my canoe, in order to tranfport hims<
felf and family, acrofs the river : feveral plaufible reafons,
it is true, fuggefted themfelves for refifting his propo-
fition ; but when I ftated to him, that, as the canoé
was intended for a voyage of fuch confequence, no
woman could be ‘permitted to be. embarked in it, hs
acquiefced in ‘the refufal. It was near twelve at night
when he took his leave, after I had gratified him with
a prefent of tobacco. .

" ( Sunday 12.) Some of the Indians paffed the night
with us, and [ was informed by them, that, according
to our mode of proceeding, we fhould, in ten days,
get as far a§ the -rocky: mountains. The young men
now returned, to.my great fatisfation, and with the
appearance of contentment:. though I was not pleafed
when they drefled themfelves in the clothes which L
had. given them before we left the Fort, as it betrayed
fome latent defign.

At four in; the morning we proceeded on our voyage,
fteering Weft three miles, including one of our courfe
yefterday, North-Weft by North four miles, Weft two
miles and an half, North-Weft by Weft a mile and
an half, North by Eaft two miles, North-Weft by Weft ‘

Fa one
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one mile, and North-North-Weft three miles. After
a continuation of our courfe to the North for a mile
and an half, we landed for the night on an ifland, where
feveral of the Indians vifited us, but unattended by their
women, who remained in their camp, which was at
fome diftance from us.

. The land on both ﬁdcs of the river, during the twe
Iaft days, is very much elevated, but partlcularly in the
latter part of it, and, on the Weftern fide, prefents in
different places, white, fteep, and lofty cliffs, Our view
being confined by thefe circumfitances, we did not fec fo
many animals as on the 1oth. Between thefe lofty
boandaries, the river becomes narrow, and in a great
meafure free from iflands, for we had pafled only four:
the ftream, indeed, was not more than from two hundred
to three hundred yards broad; whereas before thefe. cliffs
prefled upon it, its breadth was twice that extent and
befprinkled with iflands. We Kkilled an elk, and fired
feveral fhots at animals from the canoe. :

The greater part of this band being Rock Mountain
Indians, [ endeavoured to obtain fome iatelligence of
eur intended route, but they all pleaded ignorance, and
uniformly declared, that they knew nothing .of the.country
beyond the firft mountain : at-the fame time, they were
of opinion, that, from the ftrength of the’. current and
the rapids, we fhould not get there by water; though
they did not hefitate to exprefs their furpr:fe at the
expedition we had already made. '

I inquired, with fome anxiety, after an old man whe
had already given me an account of the country beyond,

the
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the limits of his tribe, and was very much difappointed
at being informed, that he bad not been.feen for upwards
of a moon. This man had been at war on another
large river beyond the Rocky Mountain, and defcribed
to me a fork of it between the mountains, the Southern
branch of which he dire®ted me to take: from thence,
he fad, there was a carrying - place of about a day’s
march for a young man to get to the other river. To
prove the truth of his relation, he confented, that his
fon, who had been with him in thofe parts, {fhou!d
accompany me; and he accordingly fent him to the
Fort fome days before my departure ; but the preceding
night he deferted with another young man, whofe appli-

- cation to attend me as a hunter being refufed, he per-

fuaded the other to. leave me. I now thought ‘it right
to repeat to them what I had faid to the chief of the
firft- band, refpecting the advantages which would be
derived from the voyage, that the young men might be
encouraged to remain with me; as without them I
fhould not have attempted to proceed.

( Monday 13.) The firft obje¢t that prefented itfelf
to me this morning was the young man whom I have
already mentioned, ‘as having feduced away my intended
guide, At any other time or place I fhould have chaftifed
him . for his paft condu&, but in my fituation it was
neceffary to pafs over his offence, left he fhould endea-
vour to exercife the fame influence over thofe who
were-fo effential to my fervice, Of the deferter he
gave no fatisfaCtory account, but continued to exprefs
his with to attend me in his place, for which he did
not poflefs any neceffary qualifications,

The
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The weather was cloudy, with an' appearance of rain ;
and the Indians prefled me with great earneftefs to pafs
the day with them, and hoped to -prolong my ftay among
them by affuring me that the winter yet lingered'in the
rocky mountains: but my obje& was to lofe no time,
and having given the chief fome tobacco for a fmall
quantity of meat; we embarked at- four, when my young
men_could not conceal their chagtin at parting with
their friends, for fo long a period as the voyage threat-
ened to occupy. -When I had affured them that in
three moons we .fhould return to them, we proceeded
on our courfe, Weft-North-Weft half a mile, -Weft-
South - Weft one mile and an halfy, Weft by North
threc miles, North - Weft by Weft two miles and an
half, South-Weft by Weft half 2 mile, South- South«
Weft a mile and: an half, and South-Weft a mile and
a half. -Here I had a meridian alutude, ‘which gave 56;
19. 44. North latitude.

The laft courfe contmued‘ a mile and an half, South
by Weft three quarters of a mile, South-Weft by South
three miles and an half, and Welt - South- Weft two
miles and an half, Here the land lowered on both fides,
with an increafe of wood, and difplayed. great numibers
of animals. The river alfo widened from three to five
hundred yards, and was full of iflands-and flats.. Having
continued our: courfe three miles, we made for the ﬂmre
at feven, to pafs the - mght '

At the place from whence we proceeded this' morn¥
ing, a river falls in from the North; there are alfo
feveral iflands, and many rivulets on "either fide, which
are too fmall to deferve particular notice. ~We per-=

ccived
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¢cived along the river tracks of large bears, fome of
which were nine inches wide, and of a proportionate
length, We faw one of their dens, or winter quarters,
called watee, in an ifland, which was ten feet deep, five
feet high, and fix feet wide; but we had not yet feen
one of thofe animals. The Indians entertain great appre-
henfion of this kind of bear, which is called the grifly
bear, and they never venture to attack it but in a party
of at leaft three or four. Our hunters, though they
had been much higher than this part of our voyage, by
land, knew nothing of the river. One of them men-
tioned, that having been engaged in a war expedition,
his party on their return made their canoes at fome
diftance below us. The wind was North throughout
the day, and at times blew with confiderable violence.

The apprehenfions which I had felt refpefing the
young men were not altogether groundlefs, for the
eldeft of them told me that his uncle had laft night
addrefled him in the following manner— ¢¢ My nephew,
your departure makes my heart painful. The white
people may be faid to rob us of you. They are about
to conduct you into the midft of our enemies, and you
may never more return to us. Were you not with the
Chief*, T know not what I fhould do, but he requires
your attendance, and you muft follow him.”

( Tuefday 14. ) The weather was clear, and the air
tharp, when we embarked at half paft four. Our courfe
was South by Weft one mile and an half, South-Weft

* Thefe people, as well ‘as all the natives on this fide of
Lake Winipic, give the mercantile agent that diftinguithed
appellation. :

by
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by South halfa mile, South-Weft, We here found it
ngceﬂ'ary to unload, and gum the canoe, in which ope-
ration we loft an hour; when we proceeded on the laft
courfe one mile and an half, I now took a meridian
aititude, which gave 6. 11. 19. North latitude, and
continued to proceed Weft -South - Weft two miles
and an half. Here the Bear River, which is of a large
appearance, falls in from the Eaft; Weft three miles
and an half, South-South-Weft one mile and an half,
and South-Weft four miles and an half, when we en-
camped upon an ifland about feven in the evening.

During the carly part of the day, the current was not
fo ftrong as we had generally found it, but towards the
evening it became very rapid, and was broken by nu-
merous iflands. We were gratified, as ‘ufual, with the
fight of animals, The land on the Weit fide is very
irregular, but has the appearance of being a good beaver
country ; indeed we faw fome of thofe animals in the
river.  Wood is in great plenty, and feveral rivulets
added their ftreams to the main river. A goofe was
the only article of provifion which we procured to day.
Smoke was feen, but at a great diftance before us.

- ( Wednel. 15.) The rain prevented us from con
tinuing our route till paft fix in the morning, when
our courfe was South-Weft by Weft three quarters of
a mile; at which time we paffed a river on the Ileft,
Weft by South two miles and an half, The bank was
fteep, and the current ftrong. The laft courfe continued
one mile and an half, Weft-South- Weft two miles,
where a river flowed in from the right, Weft by South
one mile and an half, Weft-North-Weft one mile, and
: Weft
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Wett by North two miles. Here the land takes: the
form of an high ridge, and cut our courfe, which was
Weft for three miles, at right angles, We now com-

Pleted the voyage of this day. .

In the preceding night the water rofe upwards of
two inches, and had rifen in this proportion fince our
departure, The wind, which was Weft-South-Weit,,
blew very hard throughout the day, and with the ﬁrength.
of the current, greatly impeded our progrefs. The river,
In this part of it, is full of iflands; and the land, on
the South or left fide, is thick with wood. Several ri-
vulets alfo fall in from that quarter. At the entrance
of the laft river which we pafled, there was a quantity
of wood, which had been cut down by axes, and fome
by the beaver. This fall, -however, was not made, in
the opinion of my people, by any of the Indxans wn:h
whom we were acquainted.

" The land to the right is of a very irregular elevation
and appearance, compofed in fome places of clay and
Tocky cliffs, and others: exhibiting ftratas of red, green,
and yellow colours. Some parts, indeed, offer a beau~
tiful fcenery, in fome degree fimilar to that which we
pafled on the fecond day of our voyage, and equally
enlivened with the elk and the buffalo, who were feeding
in great numbers, and unmolefted by the hunter. In
an ifland which we paffed, there was a large quantity of
white birch, whofe bark might be employed in the con-

. ftruion of canoes.

%

T

The weather being clear, we reimbarked at foyr in
the morning, and proceeded Weft by North three miles,
Vol. II. G Here
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Here the land again appeared as if it run acrofs ,our
courfe, and a confiderable river difcharged itfelf ' by
various ftreams. According to the Rocky Mountain
Indian, it is called the Sinew River. This fpot would
be an excellent fituation for a fort or faCtory, as there
is plenty of weod, and every reafon to believe that the
country abounds in beaver. As for the other animals,
they are in evident abundance, as in every direction the
elk and the buffalo are feen in pofleffion of the hills and
the plains. Our courfe continued Weft-North-Weft
three miles and an half, North-Weft one mile and an
half, South-Weft by Weft two miles; (the latitude was
by obfervation §6. 16. 54.) North-Weft by North half
a mile, Weft-North-Weft three’ quarters of a mile; a
{mall river appearing on the right, North-Weft one
mile and an half, Weft by North half a mile, Weft by
South one mile and an half, Weft one mile; and at feven
we formed our encampment.

Mr. Mackay, and one of the young men, killed two
elks, and mortally wounded a buffalo, but we only took’
a part of the fleth of the former. The land above the
fpot where we encamped, {preads into an extenfive plain,
and ftretches on to a very high ridge, which, in fome
parts, prefents a face of rock, but is principally covered
with verdure, and varied with the poplar and white birch
tree. 'The country is fo crowded with animals as to have
the appearance, in fome places, of a ftall-yard, from the
flate of the ground, and the quantity of dung which is
fcattered over it. The foil is black and light. We this
day faw two grifly and hideous bears.

- (Friday, 19.) It froze during the night, and the air

was fharp in the morning, when we continued our
' courfe
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courfe Weft-North-Weft three miles and an half,
South-Weft by South two miles and an half, South-
Weft by Weft one mile and an half, Weft three-quarters
of a mile, Weft-South-Weft one mile and a quarter,
and South-Weft by South one mile and a half. At two
in the afternoon the Rocky Mountains appeared in fight,
with their fummits covered with fnow, bearing South-
Weft by South: they formed a very agreeable object to
every perfon in the canoe, as we attained the view of
them much fooner than we expe€ed. A {mall river
was feen on our right, and we continued our progrefs
South-Weft by South fix miles, when we landed at
feven, which was our ufual hour of encampment.

Mr. Mackay, who was walking along the fide of the
river, difcharged his piece at a buffalo, when it burft
near the muzzle, but without any mifchievous con-
fequences. On the high grounds, which were on the
oppofite fide of the river, we faw a buffalo tearing up
and down with great fury, but could not difcern the
caufe of his impetuous motions ; my hunters conjeGured
that he had been wounded with an arrow by fome of
the natives, We afcended feveral rapids in the courfe
of the day, and faw one bear.

( Saturday 18.) It again froze very hard during the
night, and at four in the morning we continued our voyage,
but we had not proceeded two hundred yards, before
an accident happened to the canoe, which did not,
however, employ more than three quarters of an hour
to complete the repair., We then fleered South by
Weft one mile and thee quarters, South-Weft by South
three miles, South-Weft by Weft one mile and a quar-

G2 ter,
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ter, Weft by South three quarters of a mile, South-
Weft half a mile, Weft by South one mile, South by
‘Weft one mile and an half, South-South-Weft, where
there is a fmall run of water from the right, three
miles and an half, when the canoe ftruck on the ftump
of a tree, and unfortunately where the banks were fo
feep that there was no place to unload, except a fmall
fpot, on which we contrived to difpofe the lading in the
“bow, which lightened the canoe fo as to raife the broken '
part of it above the furface of the water; by which con-
trivance we reached a convenient fituation. It required,
however, two hours to complete the repair, when the
weather became dark and cloudy, with thunder, lightning,
and rain; we, however, continued the laft courfe half a
mile, and at fix in the evening we were compelled by
the rain to land for the night.

.~

About noon we had landed on an ifland where there
were eight lodges of laft year. The natives had pre-
pared bark here for five canoes, and there is a road
along the hills where they had pafled. Branches were
cut and broken along it; and they had alfo ftripped off
the bark of the trees, to get the interior rind, which
forms a part of their food.

The current was very ftrong through the whole of
the day, and the coming up along fome of the banks
was rendered very dangerous, from the continual falling
of large flones from the upper parts of them. This
place appears to be a particular pafs for animals acrofs
the river, as there are paths leading to it on both fides,
every ten yards.

In
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In the courfe of the day we faw a ground hog, and

two cormorants, The earth alfo appeared in feveral

places to have been turned up by the bears, in fearch
of roots. ‘

( Sunday 1g. ) It rained very hard in the early part
of “the night, but the weather became clear towards the
morning, when we embarked at our ufual hour. As the
current threatened to be very ftrong, Mr. Mackay,
the two hunters, and myfelf, went on fhore, in order
to lighten the canoe, and afcended the hills, which are
covered with cyprefs, and but little encumbered with
underwood. We found a beaten path, and before we had
walked a mile fell in with a herd of buffaloes, with
their young ones; but I would not fuffer the Indians
to fire on them, from an apprehenfion that the report
of their fowling pieces would alarm the natives that
might be in the neighbourhood; for we were at this
time fo near the mountains, as to juftify our expeta-
tion of feeing fome of them. We, however, fent our
dog after the herd, and a calf was foon fecured by him.
‘While the young men were fkinning the animal, - we
heard two reports of fire-arms from the canoe, which
we an{wered, as it was a fignal for my return: we
then heard another, and immediately haftened down
the hill, with our veal, through a very clofe wood.
There we met one of the men, who informed us that
the canoe was at a finall diftance below, at the foot of
a very {trong rapid, and that, as feveral waterfalls appeared
up the river, we thould be obliged to unload and carry.
1 accordingly haftened to the canoe, and was greatly
difpleafed that fo much time had been loft, as 1 had
given previous direCtions that the river fhould be followed

a8
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as long as it was praticable. The laft Indians whom we
faw had informed us that at the firlt mountain. there
was a confiderable fucceffion of rapids, cafcades, and falls,
which they never attempted to afcend, and where they .
always paffed over land the length of a day’s march, My
men imagined that the carrying place was at a fmall
diftance below us, as a path appeared to afcend a hill,
where there were feveral Jodges of the laft year’s con=
ftra&tion. The account which had been given me of
the rapids, was perfeCly correct: though by croffing to
the other fide, I muft acknowledge with fome rifk, in
fuch a heavy-laden canoe, the river appeared to me to
be pralicable, as far as we could fee: the traverfe, there-
fore, was attempted, and proved fuccefsful. We now
towed the canoe along an ifland, and proceeded without
any confiderable difficulty till we reached the extremity
of it, when the line could be no longer employed; and, in
endeavouring to clear the point of the ifland, the canoe
was driven with fuch violence on a ftony fhore, as to
receive confiderable injury. We now employed every -
exertion in our power to repair the breach that had
been made, as well as to dry fuch articles of our loading
as more immediately required it: we then tranfported the
whole acrofs the point, when we reloaded, and continued
our courfe about three quarters of a mile, We could
now proceed no further on this {ide of the water, and
the traverfe was rendered extremely dangerous, not only
from the (trength of the current, but by the cafcades
juft below us, which, if we had got among them, would
have involved us and the canoe in one common def-
truCtion. We had no other alternative than to return
by the fame courfe we came, or to hazard the traverfe,
the river on this fide being bounded by a range of fteep,

over-
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over - hanging rocks, beneath which the current was
driven on with- refiftlefs impetuofity from the cafcades,
Here are feveral iflands of folid rock, covered with a
fmall portion of verdure, which have been worn away
by the conftant force of the current, and occafionally,
as I prefume, of ice, at the water’s edge, fo as to be
reduced in that part to one fourth the extent of the
upper furface; prefenting, as it were, fo many large ta-
bles, each of which was {upported by a pedeftal of a
more circumf{cribed projeQion, They are very elevated
for fuch a fituation, and afford an alylam for geefe,
which were at this time breeding on them. By croffing
from one to the other of thefe iflands, we came at length
to the main traverfe, on which we ventured, and were
fuccefsful in our paffage. Mr. Mackay, and the Indians,
who obferved our manceuvres from the top of a rock,
were in continual alarm for our fafety, with which their
own, indeed, may be faid to have been nearly connected :
however, the dangers that we encountered were very
much augmented by the heavy loading of the canoe,

When we had effe@ed our paflage, the current on
the Weft fide was almoft equally violent with that from
whence we had juft efcaped, but the craggy bank being
fomewhat lower, we were enabled, with a line of fixty
fathoms, to tow the canoe, till we came to the foot
of the moft rapid cafcade we had hitherto feen. Here
we unloaded, and carried every thing over a rocky point
of a hundred and twenty paces, When the canoe was
reloaded, I, with thofe of my people who were not im-
mediately employed, afcended the bank, which was
there, and indeed, as far as we could fee it, compofed

' of
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of clay ftone, and a yellow gravel. My prefent fituation
was fo elevated, that the men, who were coming up a
ftrong point could not hear me, though I called to them
with the utmoft firength of my voice, to lighten the
canoe of part of its lading. And here I .could not but
refle@, with infinite anxiety, on the hazard of my enter-
prife: one falfe ftep of thofe who were attached to the
line, or the breaking of the line itfelf, would have at once
configned the canoe, and every thing it contained, to
inftant deftrution: it, however, afcended the rapd in
perfedt fecurity ; but new dangers immediately prefented
themfelves, for ftones, both {mall and great, were con-
tinually rolling from the bank, fo as to render the fituation
of thofe who were dragging the canoe beneath it ex-
tremely perilous ; befides, they were at every ftep in danger,
from the fteepnefs of the ground, of falling into the
water : nor was my folicitude diminithed by my beiﬁg
neceffarily removed at times from the fight of them. -
A .

In our paffage though the woods, we came to an in«
clofure, which had been formed by the natives for the
purpofe of fetting fnares for the elk, and of which we
could not difcover the extent. After we had tfavellgd for
fome hours through the foreft, which confifted of the
fpruce, birch, and the largeft poplars I had ever feen, we
funk down upon the river, where the bank is low, and
near the foot of a mountain ; between which, and an high
ridge, the river flows in a channel of about one hundred
yards broad ; though, at a fmall diftance below, it rufhes
on between perpendicular rocks, where it is not much
more than half that breadth. Here I remained, in great
anxiety, expecting the arrival of the canoe, and after

fome time I fent Mr. Mackay with one of the Indians
down
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down the river in fearch of it, and with the other I went
up it to examine what we might expect in that quarter,
In about a mile and a half I came to a part where the
river wafhes the feet of lofty precipices, and prefented, in
- the form of rapids and calcades, a fucceffion of difficulties
to our navigation, As the canoe did not come in fight
we returned, and from the place where I had {eparated
with Mr. Mackay, we faw the men carrying it over a
{mall rocky point. We met them at the entrance of
- the narrow channel "already mentioned; their difficulties
had been great indeed, and the canoe had been broken,
but they had perfevered with fuccefs, and having paffed
the carrying-place, we proceeded with the line as far as
I had already been, when we crofled over and encamped
on the oppofite beach ; but there was no wood on this
fide of the water, as the adjacent country had been en-
tirely over-run by fire. We faw feveral elks feeding on
the edge of the oppofite precipice, which was upwards of
three hundred feet in, height.

Our courle to-day was about South-South-Weft two
miles and an halt, South-Weft half a mile, South-Weft
by South one mile and an half, South by Weft half a
mile, South-Weft hulf a mile, and Weft one mile and
an half, There was a thower of hail, and fome rain
from flying clouds. I now difpatched a man with an
Indian to vifit the rapids above, when the latter foon
left hhm to purfue a beaver, which was feen in the
fhallow water on the infide of a- ftony ifland; and though
Mr. Mackay, and the other Indian joined him, the animal
at length efcaped from their purfuit. Several others were
feen in the courfe of the day, which T by no means
expected, as the banks are almoft every where fo much

Vol. II, H ‘ elevated
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elevated above the channel of the river. Juft as the
obfcurity of the night drew on, the man returned with
an account that it would be impracticable to pafs feveral
points, as well as the fuper-impending promontories.

( Monday 20. ) The weather was clear with a fharp
air, and we renewed our voyage at a quarter paft four,
on a courfe South-Weft by Weft three quarters of a
mile. We now, with infinite difficulty, pafled along the
foot of a rock, which, fortunately, was not an hard
ftone, fo that we were enabled to cut fieps in it for
the diftance of twenty feet; from which, at the hazard
of my life, I leaped on fmall rock below, 'where‘ I re-
ceived thofe who followed me on my fhoulders. In this
manner four of us paffed and dragged up the canoe, in
which attempt we broke her. Very luckily, a dry tree
had fallen from the rock above us, without which we
could not have made a fire, as no wood-was to be pro-
cured within a hnile of the place. When the canoe was
repaired, we continued towing it along the rocks to the
next point, when we embarked, as we could not at pre-
fent make any further ufe of the line, but got along
the rocks of a round high ifland of ftone, till we came
to a fmall fandy bay. As we had already damaged the
canoe, and had every reafon to think that fhe foon would
rifk much greater injury, it became neceffary for us to
fupply ourfelves with bark, as our provifion of that
materal article was almoft exhaufted; two men were
accordingly fent to procure it, who foon returned with
the neceflary ftore.

Mr. Mackay, and the Indians who had been on fhore,
fince we broke the canoe, were prevented from coming
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to us by the rugged and impaflable ftate of the ground.
We, therefore, ‘again refumed our courfe with the
affiftance of poles, with which we pufhed onwards till

we came beneath. a precipice, where we could not find -

any bottom ; fo that we were again obliged to have
recourfe to the line, the management of which was
rendered not only difficult but dangerous, as the men
employed in towin gwere under the ncceflity of paffing
on the outfide of trees that grew on the edge of the
precipice. We, however, furmounted this difficulty as
we had done many others, ‘and the people who had been

‘walking over land now Jomed us. They alfo -had inet

'with their obﬁacles in pafling the iountain,

It now became neceffary for us to mike a traverfe,
where the water was fo rapid, that fome’of the people
ftripped themfelves to their fhirts that they might be.the
better prepared for {wimming, in' cale any accident hap-
‘pened to the canoe, which they feriovfly apprehended;
but we fuéceedéd in our attempt without adyother in-
conveiiiénde, .ex'c'ept that of t'aking in water.” We now
came to a cafeade, when it was thought neceffary to take
out part-of the lading. At noon ‘we ftopped to take an
altitude, oppofite to a‘fmall river that flowed in from
the left: while I was thus engaged, the men went on
thore to fiften the canoe, ‘but as the curreiit was not
very ftrong,’ thcy had*been neghgent in performing this
office ;" it proved, however, fuﬂicxently powerful to
fheer her off, and if it had not happened ‘that oné of
the men, from abfolute fat;gue had’ rémained and held
the end of the line, we fhould have been deprived of

every means of profecuting our voyage, as well as of pre-

fent fubfiftence. But notwithftanding the ftate of my
Ha . . S mind
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mind on fuch an alarming circumftance, and 'an inter-
vening cloud that interrupted me, the altitude which I
took has been fince proved to be tolerably corret, and
gave §6. North latitude. Our laft courfe was South-

South-Weft two miles and a quarter. ‘

We now continued our toilfome and perilous progrefs
with the line Weft by North, and as we proceeded the
rapidity of the current increafed, fo that in the diftance
of two miles we were obliged to unload four times, and
carry every thing but the canoe: indeed, in many places,
it was with the utmoft difficulty that we could prevent
her from being dafhed to. pieces againft the, rocks by the
violence of the eddies. At five we had proceeded to
where the river was one continued rapid. Here we
again took every  thing out of the canoe, in order to
tow her up with the line, though the rocks were fo
thelving as greatly. to increafe the toil and hazard of that
“operation. At length, however, the agitation of the
water was fo great, that a wave ftriking on the bow of
the canoe broke the line, and filled us with inexpreflible
difmay, as it appeared. impoffible that the veffel could
efcape from being dafhed to pieces, and thofe who were
in her from perithing. Another wave, however, more
propitious than the former, drove her out of the tum-
bling water, fo that the men were enabled to bring her
afhore, and though fhe had been carried -over rocks by
thefe fwells, which left them naked a moment after, the
- canoe had received no material injury. The men were,
however, in fuch a ftate from their late alarm, that it
would not only have been unavailing but imprudent to
have propofed any further progrefs at prefent, particu-
larly as the river above us, as far as we could fee, was
one white fheet of foaming water, CHAP.
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CHAPTER 1V.

Continuation of difficulties and dangers. Difcontents among
the people. State of the rivers and its banks. Vol-
canic chafms in the carth. Difpatch warious perfons to
difeover ways acrofs the mountain. Obfacles prefent
themfelves on all fides. Preparations made to attempt
- the mountain.  dccount ‘of the afcent with the canos and
baggage. The trees that are found there. Arrive at
the river. Extraordinary circumflances of it. Curious
bollows in the rocks. Prepare the canoe. Renew our
progrefs up the river. The flate of it. ' Leave fome
tokens of amity for the natives. The weather wvery
cold, Loft a book of my obfervations for feveral days.
Continue to proceed up the river. Send a letter down
the current in a rum-keg. Come to the forks, and
proceed up the Eaftern branch, Circumflances of it.

1793. Mav.

THAT the difcouragements, and dangers, which*had
hitherto attended the progrefs of our enterprize, thould
have excited a with in feveral of thofe who were en-
gaged in it to difcontinue the purfuit, . might be natu-
rally expeted; and indeed it began to be muttered on

all fides that there was no alternative but to return.
Inftead.
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Inftead of paying any attention to thefe murmurs, [
defired thofe who had uttered them to exert themfelves
In gaining an afcent of the hill, and encamp there for
the night. In the mean time I fet off with one of the
Indians, and though I continued my examination of the
river almoft as long as there was any light to affift me,
I could fee no end of the rapids and cafcades: I was,
therefore, perfettly fatisfied, that it would be impracti-
cable to proceed any further by water. We returned
from this reconnoitring excurfion very much fatigued,
with our fhoes worn out and wounded feet, when I
found that, by felling trees on the declivity of the firft
hill, my people had contrived to afcend it.

From the place where I had taken the altjtude at
noon, to the place where we made our landing, the
river is not more than fifty yards wide, and tlows between
ftupendous rocks, from whence huge fragments fome-
times tumble down, and falling from fuch an height,
dath into {mall ftones, with fharp points, and form the
beach between the rocky projections. Along the face
of fome of thefe precipices, there appears a ftratum of
a bitumenous fubftance which refembles coal ; though
while fome of the pieces of it appeared to be excellent
fuel, others refilted, for a confiderable time, the aétion
of fire, and did not emit the leaft lame. The whole of
this day’s courfe would have been altogether imprac-
ticable, if the water had been higher, which muft be
the cafe at certain feafons. We faw alfo feveral en-
campments of the Knifteneaux along the river, which
muft have been formed by their war excurfions: a de-
cided proof of the favage, blood-thirfty difpefition of that

people;
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people; as nothing lefs than fuch a fpirit could impel
them to encoanter the difficulties of this almoft inac-
ceffible country, whofe natives are equally unoffending
and defencelefs.

Mr. Mackay informed me, that in paffing over the
mountains, he obferved feveral chafms in the earth that
emitted heat and fmoke, which diffufed a ftrong ful-
phureous ftench. I fhould certainly have vifited this
phznomenon, if I had been fufficiently qualified as a
naturalift, to have offered fcientific conjeCtures or ob-
{ervations thereon,

( Tuefday 21.) It rained in the morning, and did not
ceafe till about eight, and as the men had been very
fatigued and -ditheartened, 1 fuffered them to continue
their reft till that hour. Sucls was the ftate of the
river, as I have already obferved, that no alternative was
left us; nor did any means of proceeding prefent them--
felves to us, but the paffage of the mountain over which
we were to carry the canoe as well as the baggage.
As this was a very a[érming enterprize, I difpatched
Mr. Mackay with three men and the two Indians to
proceed in a ftraight courfe from the top of the moun-
tain, and to keep the line of the river till they fhould
find it navigable. If it fhould be their opinion, that
there was no pratticable paffage in that dire&ion, two
of them were inftru&ted to return in order to make
ther report; while the others were to go in fearch of
the Indian carrying-place. While they were engaged
in this excurfion, the people who remained with me
were employed in gumming the canoe, and making
handles for the axes. At noon I got an altitude, which

made
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made our latitude 56. o. 8. At thre¢ o’clock had time,
when my watch was flow 1. 31. 32. apparent time.

At fun-fet, Mr. Mackay returned with one of the
men, and in about two hours was followed by the others.
They had penetrated thick woods, afcended hills, and
funk into vallies, till they got beyond the rapids, which,
according to their calculation, was a diftance of three
leagues. The two parties returned by different routes,
but they both agreed, that with all its difficulties, and
they were of a very alarming nature, the outward courfe
was that which muft be preferred. Unpromifing, howe-
ver, as the account of their expedition appeared, it did
not fink them into a ftate of difcouragement; and a
kettle of wild rice, {weetened with {ugar, which had
been prepared for their return, with their ufual regale
of rum, foon renewed that courage which difdained all

obftacles that threatened our progrefs: and they went
to reft, with a full determination to furmount them
on the morrow. I fat up in the hope of getting an
obfervation of Jupiter and his firft fatellite, but the cloudy
weather prevented my obtaining it.

( Wednef. 22. ) At break of day we entered on the
the extraordinary journey which was to occupy the
remaining part of it. The men began, without delay,
to cat a road up the mountain, and as the trees were
but of fmall growth, I ordered them to fell thofe which
they found convenient, in fuch a manner, that they
might fall parallel with the road, but, at the fame time>
not feparate them entirely from the ftumps, fo that
they might form a kind of railing on either fide. The
baggage was now brought from the waterfide to our

cencampment,
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encampment. This was likewife from the fteep fhc!.ving
of the rocks, a very perilous undestaking, as one falfe
ftep of any of the people employed in it, would have
been inftantly followed by falling headlong into the
water.  When this important obje@ was attained, the
whole of the party proceeded with no f{mall degree of
apprehenfion, to fetch the canoe, which, in a fhort time,
was alfo brought to the encampment ; and, as foon as
we had recovered from our fatigue, we advanced with
it up the mountain, having the line doubled and fattened
fucceffively as we went on to the ftumps ; while a man
at the end of it, hauled it round a tree, holding it on,
and thifting it as we proceeded ; fo that we may be faid,
with ftri& truth, to have warped the canoe up the
mountain: indeed by a general and moft laborious exer~
tion, we got every thing to the fummit by two in the
afternoon. At noon, the latitude was 56. o. 4%. North.
At five, I fent the men to cut the road onwards, which
they effeCted for about a mile, when they returned.

The weather was cloudy at intervals, with fhowers
and thunder. At about ten, I obferved an emerfion of
Jupiter’s fecond fatellite ; time by the achrometer 8. 32.
20. by which 1 found the longitude to be 120. 29. 30,
Weft from Greenwich.

( Thurfday 23.) The weather was clear at four thig
morning, when the men began to carry. I joined
Mr. Mackay, and the two Indians in the Jabour of cutting
a road. The ground continued rifing gently till noon,
when it began to decline; but though on fuch an ele
vated fituation, we could fee but little, as r‘nountainsLof

a ftill higher elevation and covered with fnow were feen
Vol. II 1 _ far
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far above us in every direCtion, In the afternoon the
ground became very uneven; hills and deep defiles alter~
nately prefented themfelves to us. Our progrefs, how-
ever, exceeded my expeftation, and it was not till four
in the afternoon that the carriers overtook us. At five,
in a ftate of fatigue that may be more readily coneeived
than exprefled,. we encamped near a rivulet or fpring
that iffued from beneath a large mafs of ice and fnow.

Our toilfome journey of this day I compute at about
three miles : along the firft of which the land is covered
with plenty of wood confifting of large trees, encumbered
with little underwood, through which it was by no means
difficult to open aroad, by following a well-beaten elk
path : for the two fucceeding miles we found the country
overfpread with the trunks of trees, laid low by fire fome
* years ago ; among which large copfes had fprung up ofa
clofe growth, and intermixed with briars, fo as to render
the paffage through them painful and tedious. The foil
in the woods is light and of a dufky colour; thatin the
burned country is a mixture of fand and clay with fmall
ftones. The trees are fpruce, red-pine, cyprefs, poplar,
white birch, willow, alder, arrow-wood, red-wood, liard,
fervice-tree, bois-picant, &c. I neverfaw any of the laft
kind before. It rifes to about nine feet in height, grows in
joints without branches, and is tufted at the extremity.
The ftem is of an equal {ize from the bottom to the top,
and does not exceed an inch in diameter; it is covered
with fmall prickles, which caught our trowfers, and work-
ing through them, fometimes found their way to the
fleth. The fhrubs are the goofeberry, the currant, and
feveral kinds of briars.

(Friday
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(Friday 24.) We continued our very laborious jour-
ney, which led us down fome fteep hills, and through
a wood of tall pines. After much toil and trouble
in bearing the canoe through the difficult paffages which
we encountered, at four in the afternoon we arrived
at the river, fome hundred yards above the rapids or
falls, with all our baggage. I compute the diftance
of this day’s progrefs to be about four miles; indeed
I fhould have meafured the whole of the way, if [
had not been obliged to engage perfonally in the la-
bour of making the road. But after all, the Indian
carrying way, whatever may be its length, and I think it
cannot exceed ten miles, will always be found more
fafe and expeditious than the paffage which our toil
and perfeverance formed and furmounted.

Thofe of my people who vifited this place on the
21ft, were of opinion that the water had rifen very
much fince that time. About two hundred yards be-
low us the ftream rufhed with an aftonifhing but filent
velocity, between pei‘pendicular rocks, which are not
more than thirty-five yards afunder : when the water
is high, it runs over thofe rocks, in a channel three
times that breadth, where it is bounded by far more
elevated precipices. In the former are deep round holes,
fome of which are full of water, while others are empty,
in whofe bottom are fmall round ftones, as {fmooth as
marble. Some of thefe natural cylinders would contain
two hundred gallons. At a fmall diftance below the
firlt of thefe rocks, the channel widens in a kind of
zig-zag progreflion; and it was really awful to behold
with what infinite force the water drives againft the

tocks on one fide, and with what impetuous ftrength

12 it

Ty
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it is repelled to the other: it then falls back, as it were,
into a more firait but rugged paffage, over which it is
toffed in high, foaming, half-formed billows, as far as
the eye could follow it.

The young men informed me, that this was the place
where their relations had told me that I fhould meet with
a fall equal to that of Niagara : to exculpate them, howe-
ver, from their apparent mifinformation, they declared that
their friends were not accuftomed to utter falfehoods, and
that the fall had probably been deftroyed by the force
of the water. It is, however, very evident that thofe
people had not been here, or did not adhere to the
truth. By the number of trees which appeared to have
been felled with axes, we difcovered that the Knifteneaux,
or fome tribes who are known to employ that inftrument,

had paffed this way. We paffed through a fnare in--

clofure, but faw no animals, though the country was
very much interfeCted by their tracks.

(Saturday 25.) It rained throughout the night, and
till twelve this day ; while the bufinefs of preparing great
and fmall poles, and putting the canoe in order, &c.
caufed us to remain here till five in the afternoon.
I now attached a knife, with a fteel, flint, beads, and
other trifling articles to a pole, which I erefted, and
left as a token of amity to the natives, When I was
making this arrangement, one of my attendants, whom
1 have already defcribed under the title of the Cancre,
added to my affortment a fmall round piece of green
wood, chewed at one end in the form of a brufh,
which the Indians ufe to pick the marrow out of bones.
This he informed me was an emblem of a country

abounding
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abounding n animals. The water had rifen during our
ftay here one foot and an half perpendicular height,

We now embarked, and our courfe was North-Weft
one mile and three quarters. There were mountains
on all fides of us, which were covgred with fhow : one
in particular, on the South fide of the river, rofe toa
great height. We ‘continued to proceed Weft three
quarters of a mile, North-Weft one mile, and Weft-
South-Weft a quarter of a mile, when we encamped
for the night, The Cancre killed a fmall elk.

(Sunday 26.) The weather was clear and fharp, and
between three and four in the morning we renewed
our voyage, our firft courfe being Weft by South three
miles and an half, when the men complained of the
cold in their fingers, as they were obliged to puth on the
canoe with the poles, Hsre a fmall river flowed in from
the North. We now continued to fteer Weft-South-
Weft a quarter of a mile, Welt-North-Weft a mile
and an half, and Weft two miles, when we found our-
felves on a parallel with a chain of mountains on both
fides the river, running South and North. The river,
both yefterday and the carly part of to-day, was from
four to eight hundred yards wide, and full of iflands,
but was at this time diminifhed to about two hundred
yards broad, and free from iflands, with a fmooth but
ftrong current. QOur next comfc was South-Weft two
miles, when we encountered a rapid, and faw an en-
campment of the Knifteneaux. We now proceeded North-
Weft by Weft one mile among iflands, South-Wélt
by Weft three quarters of a mile, South-South-Eaft
onc mile, veered to South-Welt through iflands three

miles
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miles and an half, and South by Eaft half a mile. Here a
river poured in on the left, which was the moft con-
fiderable that we had feen fince we had paffed the
mountain, At feven in the evening we landed and
encamped.

Though the fun had thone upon us throughout the
day, the air was fo cold that the men, though actively
employed, could not refift it without the aid of their
blanket coats. This circumftance might in fome degrec
be expeted from the {urrounding mountains, which were
covered with ice and {now ; but as they are not fo high
as to produce the extreme cold which we fuffered, it
muft be more particularly attributed to the high fituation
of the country itfelf, rather than to the local elevation of
the mountains, the greateft height of which does not
exceed fifteen hundred feet; though in general they do
not rife to half that altitude. But as I had not been able
to take an exa& meafurement, I do not prefume upon
the accuracy of my conjeCture. Towards the bottom
of thefe heights, which were clear of fnow, the trees
were putting forth their leaves, while thofe in their
middle region ftill retained all the charaleriftics of winter,
and on their upper parts there was little or no wood.

( Monday 27. )* The weather was clear and we

* From this day to the 4th of June, the courfes of my
voyage are omitted, as 1 loft the book that contained them.
I was in the habit of fometimes indulging myfelf with a
fhort doze in the canoce, and I imagine that the branches
of the trees brufhed my book from me, when I was in
fuch a fituation, which renders the account of thefe few

days lefs diftinét than ufual.
continued
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eontinued our voyage at the ufual hour when we

" fucceffively found feveral rapids and points to impede

eur progrefs. At noon our latitude was 6. 5. 54. North.
The Indians killed a flag; and one of the men who
went to fetch it was very much endangered by the rolling
down of a large ftone from the heights above him.

(Tuefday 28. ) The day was very cloudy. The moun-
tains on both fides of the river feemed to have funk,
in their elevation, during the“voyage of yefterday. To
day they refumed their former altitude, and ran fo clofe
on either fide of the channel, that all view was excluded
of every thing but themfelves. This part of the current
was not broken by iflands; but in the afterncon we
approached fome cafcades, which obliged us to carry
our canoe and its lading for feveral hundred yards. Here
we obferved an encampment of the natives, though
fome time had elapfed fince it had been inhabited, The
greater part of the day was divided between heavy
thowers and fmall rain; and we took our ftation on
the fhore about fix in the evening, about three miles
above the laft rapid.

( Wednef. 29. ) The rain was fo violent throughout
the whole of this day, that we did not venture to pro-
ceed. As we had almoft expended the contents of a
rum keg, and this being a day which allowed of no
active employment, T amufed myfelf with the experiment
of inclofing a letter in it, and difpatching it down the
fiream, to take its fate. I accordingly intreduced a
written account of all our hardfhips, &c. carefully in-
clofed in bark, into the fmall barrel by the bung-hole,
which being carefully fecured, I configned this epifto-

lary cargo to the mercy of the current.
(Thurfday
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( Thurd. 30.) We were alarmed this morning at
break of day, by the continual barking of our dog, who
never ceafed fiom running backwards and forwards in
the rear of our fituation: when, however, the day ad-
vanced, we difcovered the caufe of our alarm to pro-
ceed from a wolf, who was parading a ridge a few
yards behind us, and had been moft probably allured by
the fcent of our fmall portion of freth meat. The
weather was cloudy, but it did not prevent us from
renewing our progrefs at a very early hour. A confi-
derable river appeared from the left, and we continued
our courfe till feven in the evening, when we landed at
night where there was an Indian encampment.

{ Friday 31.) The morning was clear and cold, and
the current very powerful. On crofing the mouth of
a river that flowed in from the right of us, we were
very much endangered ; indeed all the rivers which I
have lately feen, appear to overflow their natural limits,
as it may be fuppofed, from the melting of the moun-
tain fnow. The water is almoft white, the bed of the
niver being of lime-ftone. The mountains are one folid
mafs of the fame materials, but without the leaft fhade
of trees, or decoration of foliage. At nine the men
were fo cold that we landed, in order to kindle a fire,
which was confidered as a very uncommon circumftance
at this feafon; a fmall quantity of rum, however, ferved
as an adequate fubftitute; and the current being fo fmooth
as to admit of the ufe of paddles, I encouraged them
to proceed without any further delay. 1n a fhort time
an extenfive view opened upon us, difplaying a beautiful
fheet of water, that was heightened by the calmnefs of
the weather, and a fplendid' fun. Here the mountains,

which
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which were covered with wood, opened on either fide,
fo that we cntertained the hope. of foon leaving them.
behind us. When we had got to the termination of
this profpe, the river was barred with rocks, forming
cafcades and fmall iflands. To proceed onwards, we
were under the neceffity of clearing a narrow paflage of
the drift wood, on the left fhore. Here the view con-
vinced us that our late hopes were without foundation,;
as. there appeared a ridge or chain of mountains, run<
ning South and North as far as the eye could reach.

On advancing two or three miles, we arrived at the
fork, one branch running about Weft-North-Weft, and
the other South- South -Eaft. If I had been governed
by my own judgment, I fhould have taken the former,
as it appeated to me to be the moft likely to bring us
neareft to the part where I withed to fall on the Pacific
Ocean; but.the old man, whom I have -already men-
tioned as having been frequently on war expeditions in
this country, had warned me not, on any account, to
follow it. as it was foon loft in various branches among
the mountains, and that there was no great river that
ran in any diretion near it; but, by following the latter,
he faid, we fhould arrive at a carrying-place to another
Yarge river, that did not exceed a day’s march, where the
inhabitants build houfes, and live upon iflands. There
was fo.much apparent truth in the ‘old man’s narrative,
that I determined to be governed by it; for T did not
entertain the ledft doubt, if I could get into the other
river, that T fhould réach the'o\c'ean. ‘

: I accordingly 'ordered"my" Rteerfinan to proceed at
once to the Eaft branch, which appeared to be more
;Vol, IL K . rapid
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rapid than the other, though it did not poffefs an equal
breadth. Thefe circumitances difpofed my men and the
Indians, the latter in particular being very tired of the
voyage, to exprefs their wifhes that I fhould Yake the
Weftern branch, efpecially when they perceived the
difficulty of ftemming the current, in the direGtion on
which I had determined. Indced the rufh of water was
fo powerful, that we were the® greateft part of the
afternoon in getting two or three miles—a very tardy
and mortifying -progrefs, and which, with the voyage,
was openly execrated by many of thofe who were en-
gaged in it: and the inexpreffible toil thefe people had
endured, as well as the dangers they had encountered,
required fome degree of confideration; I therefore em- -
ployed thofe arguments which were the beft calculated
to calm their immediate difcontents, as well as to ericoue
rage their future hopes, though, at the fame time, I de-
livered ‘my fentiments in fuch a manner as to convince
them that I was determined to proceed.

On the 1ft of June we embarked at fun- rife, and
towards noon the current began to flacken; we then
put to fhore, in order to gum the canoe, when a me-
ridian altitude gave me §5. 42. 16. North latitude. We
then continued our courfc,' and towards the evening the
current began to recover its former ftrength. ‘Mr. Mackay
and the Indians had already. difembarked, to walk and
lighten the boat. At fun-fet we encamped on a point,
being the firft dry land which had been found on this
fide the river, that was fit for our purpofe, fince our
people went on fhore. In the moming we pafied a
farge rapid river, that flowed in from the right.

le
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In no part of the North - Weft did I fee fo much
beaver-work, within an equal diftance, as in the courfe
of this day. In fome places they had cut down feveral
acres of large poplars, and we faw alfo a great number of
thefe altive and fagacious animals. The time which
thefe wonderful creatures allot for their labours, whether
in erefing their curious habitations or providing food,
is the whole of the interval between the fetting and the
rifing fun,

Towards the dufky part of the evening we heard fe-
veral difcharges from the fowling pieces of our people,
which we anfwered, to inform them of our fituation ;
and {ome time after it was dark, they arrived in an equal
flate of fatigue and alarm : they were alfo ‘obliged to fwim
acrofs a channel in order to get'to us, as we were fituated
on an ifland, though we were ignorant of the circum-
ftance, till they came to inform us. One of the Indians
was pofitive that he heard the difcharge of fire arms
above aur encampment; and on comparing the number
of our difcharges with theirs, there appeared to be fome
foundation for his alarm, as we imagined that we had
heard two reperts more than they acknowledged; and,
in their terror, they declared that they had heard twice
the number of thofe which we knew had proceeded
from us, The Indians were therefore certain, that the
Knifteneaux muft be in our vicinity, on a war expe-
dition, and confequently, if they were numerous,.we
fhould have had no reafon to expeé the leaft mercy from
them in this diftant country. Though I did not believe
that circumftance, or that any of the natives could be
in pofleflion of fire-arms, I thought it right, at all events,
we thould be prepared. Our fufees were, therefore,
; X 2 primed
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primed and loaded, and, having extinguifhed our fire,
each of us took his ftation at the foot of a tree, wheré
we pafled an uneafly and reftlefs night.

| The fucceeding morning being clear and pleafant, we
proceeded at an early hour againft a rapid current, in-
terfected by iflands. About eight we paffed two large
trees, whofe roots having been undermined by the cur-
rent, had recently fallen into the river; and, in my
opinion, the crath of their fall had occafioned the noife
which caufed our late alarm, In this maniver the water
ravages the iflands in thefe rivers, and by driving down
great quantities of wood, forms the foundations of
others. The men were fo oppreffed with fatigue, that
it was neceflary they fhould encamp at fix in the after-
noon. We, therefore, landed on a fandy iftand, which is
a very uncommon obje, as the greater part of the iflands
confilt of a bottom of round ftones and gravel, covered
from three to ten feet with mud and old drift-wood.

Beaver-woork was as frequently feen as on the precedmg
day.

On the 3d of June we renewed our voyage with the
rifing fun. At noon I obtained a meridian altitude,
which gave g5. 22. 3. North latitude, I alfo took time,
and the watch was flow 1, 30. 14. apparent time. Accor-
ding to my calculation, this. place is about twenty-five
miles South-Eaft of the fork. %

o I fhall now proceed with my ufual regularity, wblch,
as I have already mentioned, has been, for fome days, fuf-
pended, from the lofs of my book of obfervation.

- CHAP,
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CHAPTER V.

Continue our voyage. Heavy fog. The water rifes. Sue-
 ceffion of courfes. Progreffive account of this branch.

Leave the came to proceed, and afcend an bill to re-

conmoitre, Climb a tree 1o extend my view of the country.
 Return to the river. The canoe not arrived. Go in
“ fearch of it. Extreme beat, mufquitoes, &c. Increafing
anxiety vefpelting the camoe. It at length appears.
Violent florm. Circumflances of our progrefs. Forced

: 2o haule the cance up the [lream by the branches of trees.
? Succeffion of courfes. Wild parfuips along the river.
.+ Expedt to meet with natives. Courfes continued. Fall
g " in with fome natives, Our intercourfe with them. Ac~
k count of their drefs, arms, utenfils, and manners, &c.
. New difcouragements and difficulties prefent themfelves.

June, 1793.

(Tuefday 4.) O& E embarked this morning at four
in a very heavy fog. The water had been continually
rifing, and, in many places, overflowed its banks. The
current alfo was fo ftrong, that our progrefs was very
tedious, and required the moft laborious exertions, Our
courfe was this day, South-South-Eaft one mile, South-
South-Weft half a mile, South-Eaft three quarters of

a mile,

o T T T TR T R N e e T TR T v
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a mile, North-Eaft by Eaft three quarters of a mile,
South-Eaft half a mile, South-Eafl by South one mile,

South- South-Eaft one mile three quarters, South-Eaft by
" South half a mile, Eaft by South a quarter of a mile,
South-Eaft three quarters of a'mile, North-Eaft by Eaft
half a mile, Eaft by North a quarter of a mile, South-
Eaft half a mile, South-Eaft by South a quarter of a mile,
South-Eaft by Eaft half a mile, North- Eaft by Eaft
Eaft half a mile, North-North-Eaft three quarters of a
mile, and South by Ealt one mile and an half,. We
could not find a place fit for an encampment, till nine
at night, when we landed on a bank of gravel, of which

litle more appeared above water than the {pot we
occupied. ’ -

(Wednefday 5.) This morning we found our canoe
and baggage in the water, which had continued rifing
during the night. We then gummed the canoe, as
we arrived at too late an hour to perform that operation
on the preceding evening. This neceffary bufinefs being
completed, we traverfed to the North thore, where [
difembarked with Mr. Mackay and the hunters, in order
to afcend an adjacent mountain, with the hope of ob-
taining a view of the interior part of the country, I
direCted my people to proceed with all poffible duigence,
 and that, if they met with any accident, or found my
return neceflary, they fhould fire two guns. They alfo
underftood, that when they fhould hear the fame

fignal from me, they were to anfwer, and wait for me,
- if I were behind them,

‘When we had afcended to the.fummit of the hill, we .
found that it extended onwards in an even, level country ;
: fo
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fo that, encumbered as we were with the thick wood,
no diftant view could be obtained : I therefore climbed a
very lofty tree, from whofe top I difcerned on the right
a ridge of mountains covered with fnow, bearing -about
North-Weft; from thence another ridge of high land,
whereon no fnow was vifible, ftretched towards the
South; between which and the fnowy hills on the Eaft
fide, there appeared to be an opening, which we de-
termined to be the courfe of the river. - '

Having obtained all the fatistaion that the nature of
the place would admit, we proceeded forward to overtake
the canoe, and, after 2 warm walk, came down upon
the river, when we difcharged our pieces twice, but
received no anfwering fignal. I was. of opinion, that
the canoe was before ‘us, while the Indians entertained
an oppofite notion. --I, however, croffed another point
of land, and came again to the waterfide about ten.
Here we had a long view of the river, which circume
ftance excited in my mind fome doubts of my former
fentiments. We repeated our fignals, but without any
return; and as every moment now increafed my an:
xiety, I lefc Mr. Mackay and one of the Indians at this
fpot to make a large fire, and fend branches adrift down
the current as notices of our fituation, if the canoe was
behind us, and proceeded with the other Indian acrofs
a very long point, where the river makes a confiderable
bend, in order that I might be fatisfied if the canoe was
a head. Having been accuftomed for the laft fortnight
to very cold weather, I found the heat of this day almoft
infupportable, as our way lay over a dry fand, which
was relieved by no fhade, but fuch as a few feattered
cyprefles could afford us. About twelve we arrived once

mote
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more at the river, and the difcharge of our pieces wag
as unfuccefsful as it had hitherto been. The water
rufhed before us with uncommon velocity, and we alfo
tried the experiment of fending freth branches down it.
To add to the difagreeablenefs of our fituation, the gnats
and mufquitoes appeared in fwarms to torment us.
‘When we returned to our companions, we found that
they had not been contented with remaining in the

" pofition where I had left them, but had been three or

four miles down the river, and were come back to their

* ftation, without having made any difcovery of the people

on the water.

Various very unpleafing conjetures at once perplexed
and diftreffed us : the Indians, who are inclined to mag-
nify evils of any and every kind, had at once configned
the canoe and every one on board it to the bottom, and
were already fettling a plan to return upon a raft, as well
as calculating the number of nights that would be
required to reach their home. As for myfelf, it will be
eafily believed, that my mind was in a ftate of extreme
agitation ; and the imprudence of my condu¢t in leaving
the people in fuch a fituation of danger and toilfome
exertion, added a very painful mortification 'to the fevere
apprehenfions 1 already fuffered : it was an act of indif-
cretion which might have put an end,to the voyage that
I had fo much. at heart, and compelled me at length to
fubmit to the fcheme. which my hunters had already
formed for our return.. .. '

At half paft fix in the evening, Mr, Mackay and the
Cancre fet off to proceed down the river, as far as they
sould before the night came on, and to continue their

‘ journey
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jourey in the morning to the place where we had
encamped the preceding evening. I alfo propofed to
make my excurfion upwards; and, if we both failed of
fuccefs in meeting the canoe, it was agreed that we
fhould return to the place where we now feparated.

In this fituation we had wherewithal to drink in
plenty, but with folid food we were totally unprovided.
‘We had not feen even a partridge throughout the day,
and the tracks of rein-deer that we had difcovered were
of an old date. We were, however, preparing te make
a bed of the branches of trees, where we fhould have
had no other canopy than that afforded us by the heavens,
when we heard a fhot, and foon after another, which
was the notice agreed upon, if Mr. Mackay and the
Indian thould fee the canoe: that fortunate circumflance
was alfo confirmed by a return of the fignal from the
people. I was, however, fo fatigued from the heat
and exercife of the day, as well as incommoded from
drinking fo much cold water, that I did not with to
remove till the following morning; but the Indian
made fuch bitter complaints of the cold and hunger
which he fuffered, that I complied with his folicitations
to depart, and it was almoft dark when we reached the
canoe, barefooted, and drenched with rain. But thefe
inconveniences affeted me very little, when I faw
myfelf once more furrounded with my people. They
informed me, that the canoe had been broken, and
that they bad this day experienced much greater toil
and hardthips than on any former occafion. I thought
it prudent to affet a belief of every reprefentation that
they made, and even to comfort each of them with a
confolatory dram: for, however dificult the paffage

Yol. IL L might
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might have been, it was too fhort to have occupied the -
whole day, if they had not relaxed in their exertions.
The rain was accompanied with thunder and lighte
ning.

It appeared from the various encampments which we
had feen, and from feveral paddles we had found,. that
the natives frequent this part of the country at the
latter end of the fummer. and the fall. The courfe
to-day was nearly Eaft-South-Eaft two miles and an
half, South by Weft one mile, South-South-Eaft one
mile and an half, Eaft two miles, and South-Eaft by
South one mile.

{Thurfday 6.) At half paft four this morning we
continued our voyage, our courfes being South-Eaft by
South one mile, Eaft by South three quarters of a mile,
South-Eaft by Eaft two miles. The whole of this
diftance we proceeded by hauling the canoe from branch
to branch. The current was fo ftrong, that it was im-
poffible to ftem it with the paddles; the depth was too
great to receive any affiftance from the poles, and the
bank of the river was fo clofely lined with willows and
other trees, that it was impoffible to employ the line,
As it was paft twelve before we could find a place
that would allow of our landing, I could not get a
meridian altitude, We occupied the reft of the day in
repairing the canoe, drying our cloaths, and making
paddles and poles to replace thofe which had been broken
or loft. ‘

, (Friday 7.) The morning was clear and calm, and
fince we had been at this ftation the water had rifen two
inches ;
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inches; fo that the current became ftill ftronger, and its
velocity had already been fo great as to juftify our des
fpair in getting up it, if we had not been fo long
accuftomed to furmount it. I laft night obferved an
emerfion of Jupiter’s firft fatellite, but inadvertently
went to bed, without committing the exa@ time to
writing; if my memory is corre&, it was 8, 18. 10,
by the time-piece. The canoe, which had been little
better than a ‘wreck, being now repaired, we proceeded
Eaft two miles and a quarter, South-South-Eaft half a2
mile, South-Eaft a quarter of a mile, where we landed
to take an altitude for time, We continued our route
at South-Eaft by Eaft three quarters of a mile,. and
landed again to determine the latitude, which is gg. 2.
51, To this I add, 2. 45. Southing, which will make
the place of . taking altitude for time §5. §. 36. with
which I find that my time-piece was flow 1. 32. 23,
apparent time, and made the longitude obtained 122,
35 50. Weft of Greenwich. r o :

From this place we proceeded Eaft by South four
miles and an half, in which fpace there falls in a fmall
river from the Eaft; Eaft half a mile, South-Eaft a
mile and an half, Eaft a quarter of 2 mile, and encamped
at feven o’clock. Mr. Mackay and the hunters walked
the greateft part of the day, and in the courfe of their
excurfion killed a porcupine.* Here we found the bed

% We had been ebliged to' indulge our huntérs with.
fitting idle in the canoe, left their being compelled to fhare
in the labour of navigating it fhould difguft and drive them
from us. We, therefore, employed them as much as pof--
fible on fhore, a8 well to procure provifions as to lighten:
the canoe.

La C of
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of a very large bear quite freth. During the day feveral
Indian encampments were feen, which were of a late
ereCtion. The current had alfo loft fome of its 1mpc-‘
tuofity during the greater part of the day

* (Satirday 8.) It rairied and thundercd‘ throughout the
night; ‘and at four in the morning we again encountered
the current. Our courfe was Eaft a- quarter of a mile,
round to South by Eaft along a very high white fandy
bank on the Eaft thore three quarters of a mile, South~
South-Eaft a quarter of a mile, South-South-Weft a
quaiter of a niile, South-South-Eaft one mile and a
qquiarter, South-Eaft - two miles, with a flack current;
South-Eaft by Eaft two milesand a quarter, Eaft a quarter
of 4 mile, South-South-Eaft a quaiter of a mile, South-
Eaft by South four, miles and an half, South-Eaft one
mile and an half, South-South-Weft half a mile, Eaft-
North-Eaft half a mile, Eaft-South-Eaft a quarter of a
mile, South-Eaft by South o6ne mile, South-Eafl by
Eaft half a mile, Eaft by South three quarters of a mile,
when the mountains were in' full view, in this direction
and Eaftward, For the three laft days we could only
fee them at fhort intervals and long diftances; but tilf
then, they were contmually in fight on either fide, from"
our . entrance into the fork, Thofe to the' left were at’
no grcat dxﬁance from us. ' '

For the laft two days we had been anxioufly looking
out- ‘for the oarrying-place, but could not difcover it,
and our only hope aas in fuch information as we fhould
be able to procuiefrom the natives, All that remained
for us to do, was"to puth forwards till the river thould
be no longer navigable : it had now, indeed, overflowed:

Co is
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jts banks, fo that it was eight before we could difcover
a place to encamp.  Having found plenty of wild parfneps,
we gathered the tops, and boiled them with pemmican
for our fupper.

(Sunday @.) The rain of this morning terminated in
a heavy mift at, half paft five, when we embarked and
fteered South-Eaft one mile and an half, when it veered

North-North-Eaft haif a mile, South-Eaft three quarters of

a mile, Eaft by South three quarters of a mile, Eaft-South-
Eaft a quarter of a mile, South-South-Eaft a quarter of a
mile, South-Eaft by Eaft onc mile, North-Eaft by Eaft half
a mile, South-Eaft by Eaft halfa mile, South-Eaft by South

three quarters of a mile, South-Eaft three quarters of a-
mile, Eaft by South half a mile, South-Eaft by Eaft half a’

mile, Eaft North-Eaft three quarters of a mile, when it
veered to South-South-Eaft half a mile, then back to Eaft
( when a blue mountain, clear of fnow, appeared a head )
one mile and an half; North-Eaft by Eaft half a mile,

Eaft by North one mile, when it veered to South-Eaft

half a mile, then on to North-Weft three quarters of a
mile, and back to North-Eaft by Eait half a mile, South
by Weft a quarter of a mile, North-Eaft by Eaft to

North-North-Eaft half a mile, South-South-Eaft a

quarter of a mile, and Eaft by North half a mile: here
we perceived a {mell of fire, and in a fhort time heard
people in the woods, as if in a ftate of great confufion,
which was occafioned, as we afterwards underftood, by
their difcovery of us. At the fame time this unexpected

circumftance produced fome little difcompofure among -

ourfelves, as our arms were not in a ftate of preparation,
and we were as yet unable to afcertain. the number of the

party. I confidered, that if there were but few it would
. be
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be needlefs to purfue them, as it would not be probable
that we thould overtake them in thefe thick woods ; and’
if they were numerous, it would be an a& of great
imprudence to make the attempt, at leaft during their
prefent alarm. I therefore ordered my people to ftrike off
to the oppofite fide, that we might fee if any of them had
fufficient courage to remain; but, before we were half
over the river, which, in this part, is not more than
an hundred yards wide, two men appeared on a rifing
ground over againtt us, brandifhing their fpears, difplaying
their bows and arrows, and accompanying their hoftile
geftares with loud vociferations. My interpreter did
not hefitate to affure them, that they might difpel their
apprehenfions, as we were white people, who medi-
tated no injury, but were, on the contrary, defirous
of demonftrating every mark of kindnéfs and friendfhip.
They did not, however, feem difpofed to confide in our
declarations, and actually threatened, if we came over
before they were more fully fatisfied -of our peaceable
intentions, that they would difcharge their arrows at us.
This was a decided kind of condu& which I did not
expe&t; at the fame time I readily complied with their
propofition, and after fome time had paffed in hearing
and anfwering their queftions, they confented to our
landing, though not without betraying very evident
fymptoms of fear and diftruft. They, however, laid:
afide their weapons, and, when I ftepped forward and
took each of them by the hand, one of them, but with
a very tremulous aftion, drew his knife from his fleeve,
and prefented it to me as a mark of his fubmiffion to
my will and pleafure. On our firft hearing the noife
of thefe people in the woods, we difplayed our flag,

which was now fhewn to them as a token of friendfhip.
They
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They examined us, and every thing about us, with a
minute and fufpicious attention. They had heard, in-
deed, of white men, but this was the firft time that
they had ever feen an human being of a complexion dif-
ferent from their own, The pz.lrty had been here but a
few hours, nor had they yet ereCted their fheds; and,
except the two men now with us, they had all fled,
leaving their little property behind them. To thofe
which had given us fuch a proof of their confidence, we
paid the moft conciliating attentions in our power. One
of them I fent to recal his people, and the other, for
very obvious reafons, we kept with us. In the mean
time the canoe was unloaded, the neceflary baggage car-
ried up the hill, and the tents pitched.

Here I determined to remain till the Indians became
fo familiarized with us, as to give all the intelligence
which we imagined might be obtained from them. In
fa&t, it had been my intention to land where I might
moft probably difcover the carrying-place, which was our
more immediate objeét, and undertake marches of two or
three days, in different diretions, in feirch of another
river. If unfuccefsful in this attempt, it was my pur-
pofe to continwe my progre(s up the prefent river, as
far as it was navigable, and if we did not meet with na-
tives to inftru€t us in our further progrefs, I had deter-
mined to return to the fork, and take the other branch,
with the hope of better fortune,

It was about three in the afternoon when we landed,
and at five the whole party of Indians were affembled.
It confifted only of three men, three women, and feven
or eight boys and girls. With their fcratched legs,

bleeding
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bleeding feet, and difhevelled hair, as in the hurry of
their flight they had left their fhoes and leggins behind
them, they difplayed a moft wretched appearance: they
were confoled, however, with beads, and other trifles,
which feemed to pleafe them; they had pemmican alfo-
given them to eat, which was not unwelcome, and in
our opinion, at leaft, fuperior to their own provifion,
which confifted entirely of dried fith.

When 1 thought that they were fufficiently com-
pofed, I fent for the men to my tent, to gain fuch
information refpecting the country as I concluded it was
in their power to afford me. But my expettations were
by no means fatisfied: they faid that they were not
acquainted with any river to the Weftward, but that
there was one from whence they were juft arrived, over
a carrying-place of eleven days march, which they re-
fented as being a branch only of the river before us. Their
ironwork they obtained from the people who inhabit the
bank of that river, and an adjacent lake, in etchange
for beaver fkins, and dreffed moofe fkins, They re-
prefented the latter as travelling, during a moon, to
get to the country of other tribes, who live in houfes,
with whom they traffic for the fame commodities ; and
that thefe alfo extend their journies in the fame manner
to the fea coaft, or, to ufe their expreffion, the Stinking
Lake, where they trade with people like us, who come
there in veflels as big as iflands. They added, that the
people to the Weftward, as they have been told, are
very numerous. Thofe who inhabit the other branch
they ftated as confifting of about forty families, while
they themfelves did not amount to more than a fourth
of that number; and were almofl continually compelled

te.
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to remain in their ftrong holds, where they fometunes
perithed with cold and hunger, to fecure themfelves
from their enemies, who never failed to attack them
Whenever an opportunity prefented xtfelf

This account of the country, from a people who I'
had every reafon_to fuppofe were, well acquamtcd Wx{ﬁ
every part of it, threatened to dlfconccrt the projeét on
which my heart was fet, and in which my whole mind
was occupied. It occurred to me, however, that from
fear, or other motives, they might be tardy in their
communication ; I therefore aﬁ'ured them, that if they
would dire€t me to the river which I defcribed to them,
Ji would come in large veffels, lnke thofe that their
nex'rhbours had defcribed, to the mouth of i it, and bring
them arms and ammunition in exchange for the produce
of their country ; fo that they might be able to defend”
themfelves againft their enemies, and no longer remain
in that abjedt, diftreffed, and fugitive ftate in which ‘they
then lived. " I added alfo, that, in the mean time, if thcy‘
would, on my return, accompany me below the moun-
tains, to a country which was very abundant in ammals, I
would furnifh them and their companions with every
thing they might want, and make peace between them
and the Beaver Indians. But all thefe promifes did not
appear to advance the objeét of my ingquiries, and they ftill’
perfifted in their ignorance of any fuch river as I had
mentioned, that difcharged itfelf into the fea, '

~ In this ftate of perplexity and difappointment, various
projefts prefented themfelves to my mind, which were
no fooner formed than théy were difcovered to be im-
pralicable, and were confequently abandoncd - At one

Vo. Il M time
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time I thought of leaving the canoe, and every thing it
cantained, to go over land, and purfue that chain of
connexion by wkich thefe people obtain their iron-work ;
but a very brief courfe of refleCtion convinced me that it
would be impoffible for us to carry provifions for our
fupport through any confiderable part of fuch a journey,
as well as prefents, to fecure us a kind reception among
the natives, and ammunition for the fervice of the hunters,
and to defend ourfelves againft any act of hoftility., At
another time my folicitude for the fuccefs of the expe-
dition incited a wifh to remain with the natives, and go to
the fea by the way they had defcribed ; but the accom-
plithment of fuch a journey, even if no accident fhould -
interpofe, would have required a portion of time which
it was not in my power to beftow. In my prefent
ftate of information, to proceed further up the river
was confidered as a fruitlefs wafte of toilfome exertion;
and to return unfuccefsful, after all our labour, fufferings,
and dangers, was an idea too painful to indulge. Befides,
I could not yet abandon the hope that the Indians
might not yet be fufficiently compofed and confident, to
difclofe their real knowledge of the country freely and
fully to me. Nor was I altogether without my doubts
relpeting the fidelity of my interpreter, who, being very
much tired of the voyage, might be induced to withhold
thofe communications which would induce me to con-
tinue it. I therefore continued my attentions to the
natives, regaled them with fuch provifions as 1 had,
indulged their children with a tafte of fugar, and deter-
mined to fufpend my converfation with them till the
following morning. On my exprefling a defire to par-
take of their fith, they brought me a few dried trout,
well cured, that had been taken in the river which they

lately
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lately left. One of the men allo brought me five beaver
fkins, as a prefent.

(Monday 10.) The folicitude that poffefled my mind
interrupted my repofe ; when the dawn appeared I had
already quitted my bed, and was waiting with impatience
for another conference with the natives. The fun, how-
" ever, had rifen before they left their leafy bowers, whither
they had retired with their children, having moft hofpi-
tably refigned their beds, and the partners of them, to
the folicitations of my young men.

I now repeated my inquiries, but my perplexity was
not removed by any favourable variation in their anfwers,
About nine, however, one of them, ftill remaining at
my fire, in converfation with the interpreters, I underftood
enough of his language to know that he mentioned
fomething about a great river, at the fame time pointing
fignificantly up that which was before ws. On my
inquiring of the interpreter refpeing that expreflion,
I was informed that he knew of a large river that runs
towards the mid-day fun, a branch of which flowed
near the fource of that which we were now navigating ;.
and that there were only three fmall lakes, and as many
carrying-places, leading to a fmall river, which difcharges
itfelf into the great river, but that the latter did not
empty itfelf into the fea. “The inhabitants, he faid,
Luilt houfes, lived on iflands, and were a numerous
and warlike people. I defired him to defcribe the road
to the other river, by delineating it with a piece of coal
on a ftrip of bark, which he accomplifhed to my fatif-
faltion. The opinion that the river did net difcharge
itfelf into the fea, I very confidently imputed to his
ignorance of the country.

M2 - My.

o rdAn



-'92 VOYAGE THROUGH THE NORTH-

My ‘'Hopés were now' renewed, and an obje&t pre-
fented itfelf which awakened my -utmoft impatience,
To facilitate its attainment; one of. the Indians was in-

*-duced, by ‘prefents, to accompany me:as a guide to the
- firft:inhabitants, which ‘we might expe& to meet on

the fmall lakes .in our way. I accordingly refolved to
depart with all expedition, and while my people were

- making every neceffary preparation, I employed- myfelf
~in writing .the following dcfcnptxon of the natives

around me,

Thcy are low in flature, not exceedmg five fect fix

_or feven inches; and they are of that meagre appearance
~which might be expe&ed in a people whofe life is one

fucceffion of difficulties, . in procuring fubfiftence. Their

faces are round, with hlgh cheek bones ; and their eyes,
_"whxch are fmall, are of a dark brown colour; the car-
tilage of their nofe is perforated, but without any orna-
" ments fufpended from it; their hair is of a dingy black,

hanging loofe and in diforder over their fhoulders, but
irregularly cut in the front, fo as not to obﬁru& the
fight; their beards are eradicated, with the exccpuon of
a few ﬁragglmg haxrs, and thexr com plexxon i1s a {warthy

_ yellow.

Their drefs confifts of robes made of the fkms of the
beaver, the ground hog, and the rein-deer, dreffed in the
hair, and of the moofe-fkin without it. AH of them
are ornamented with a fringe, whlle fome 'of them
have taflels hanging down the feams; thofe of the ground
hog are decorated on the fur fide with the tails of the

" anithal, which they”do rot feparate from them. Their

garments they tic over the fhoulders, and faffen them
' round
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yound the middle with a belt of green fkin, which is as
ftiff as horn. Their leggins are long, and, if they were
- topped with a waiftband, might be called trowfers: they,
as well as their thoes, are made of dreflfed moofe, elk, or
rein-deer fkin, ~The organs of generation they leave
uncovered. '

The women differ little in their drefs from the men,
except in the addition of an apron, which is faltened
. round the waift, and hangs down to the knees: they are
in general of a more lufty make than the other fex, and
taller in proportion, but infinitely their inferiors in clean=
lines. A black artificial ftripe croffes the face beneath
the eye, from ear to ear, which I firft took for fcabs,
- from the accumulation of dirt on it. Their hair, which is
longer than that of the men, is divided from the forchead
- to the crown, and drawn back in long plaits behind the
ears: they have alfo a few white beads, which they get
- where they procure their iron; they aré from a line to
an inch in length, and are worn in their ears, but are not
. of European manufaGture. Thefe, with bracelets made
. of horn and bone, compofe all the ornaments which
decorate their perfons. Necklaces of the grifly or white
bear’s claws, are worn exclufively by the men.

Their arms confift of bows made of cedar, fix feet in
length, with a fhort iron fpike at one end, and ferve
occafionally as a fpear. Their arrows are well made,
barbed, and pointed with iron, flint, ftone, or bone ; they
are feathered, and from two to two feet and an half in
length. They have two kinds of fpears, but both are
. double edged, and of well polifhed iron; one of them
1s about twelve inches long, and two wide; the other

about
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about half the width, and two thirds of the length; the
thafts of the firft are eight feet in length, and the latter
fix. They have alfo fpears made of bone. Their knives
confift of pieces of iron, fhaped and handled by them=
felves. Their axes are fomething like our adze, and
they ufe them in the fame manner as we employ that
inftrament. They were, indeed, furnithed with iron in
a manner that 1 could not have fuppofed, and plainly
proved to me that their commanication with thofe, who
communicate with the inhabitants of the fea coaft, cannet
be very difficult; and, from their ample provifion of iron
weapons, the means of procuring it muft be of a more
diftant origin than I had at firft conjectured.

They have fnares made of green fkin, which they cut
to the fize of fturgeon twine, and twift a certain number
of them together; and though when completed they de
not exceed the thicknefs of a cod-line, their ftrength is
fufficient to hold a moofe deer: they are from one and
an half to two fathoms in Jength. Their nets and fithing
lines are made of willow-bark and nettles; thofe made of
the latter are finer and fmoother than if made withhempen
thread. Their hooks are {fmall bones, fixed in pieces of
wood fplit for that purpofe, and tied round with fine
watape, which has been particularly defcribed in the former
voyage. Their kettles are zifo made of watape, which
is {o clofely woven that they never leak, and they heéat
water in them, by putting red-hot ftones into it.  There
is one kind of them, made of fpruce-bark, which they
hang over the fire, but at fuch a diftance as to receive
the heat without being within reach of the blaze; a very
tedious operation. They have various dithes of wood
and bark, fpoons of horn and wood, and buckets; bags

of
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of leather and net-work, and bafkets of bark, fome of
which hold their fithing-tackle, while others are contrived
to be carried on the back. They have a biown kind of
carth in great abundance, with which they rub their
clothes, not only for ornament but utility, as it prevents
the leather from becoming hard after it has been wetted.
They have fpruce batk in great plenty, with which they
make their canoes, an operation that does not require
any great portion of {kill or ingenuity, and is managed in
the following manner.—The bark is taken off the tree
the whole length of the intended canoe, which is com-
monly about eighteen feet, and is fewed with watape at
both ends; two laths are then laid, and fixed along the
edge of the bark which forms the gunwale; in thefe are
fixed the bars, and againft them bear the ribs or timbers,
that are cut to the length to which the bark can be
ftretched ; and, to give additional ftrength, ftrips of wood
are laid between them : to make the whole water-tight,
gum is abundantly employed. Thefe veffcls carry from
two to five people, Canoes of a fimilar conftruction
were ufed by the Beaver Indians within thefe few years, but_
they now very generally employ thofe made of the bark
of the birch tree, which are by far more durable. Their
paddles are about fix feet long, and about one foot is
occupied by the blade, which is in the fhape of an
heart.

Previous to our departure, the natives had caught a
couple of trout, of about fix pounds weight, which they
brought me, and I paid them with beads. They likewife
gave me a net, made of nettles, the fkin of a moofe~deer,
dreffed, and a white horn in the fhape of a fpoon, which
refembles the horn of the buffalo of the Copper-Mine

River ;
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River ; but their defcription of the animal to which it belongs
does not anfwer to that. My young men alfo got two
quivers of excellent arrows, a collar of white be