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M a k i v i k C o r p o r a t i o n 

Makivik is the ethnic organization mandated to repre­
sent and promote the interests of Nunavik. Its member­
ship is composed solely of Inuit beneficiaries of the 
James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement (JBNQA). 

Makivik's responsibility is to ensure the proper im­
plementation of the political, social, and cultural benefits 
of the Agreement, and to manage and invest the mon­
etary compensation so as to enable the Inuit to become 
an integral part of the northern economy. 

M a k i v i k N e w s 

Makivik News is published quarterly by Makivik's 
Information Department. It is distributed free of charge 
to Inuit beneficiaries of the JBNQA. 

The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily 
those of Makivik Corporation or its Executive. 

We welcome letters to the Editor, and submissions of 
articles, artwork, or photographs. These should be sent 
to our bureau in Inukjuak. Please include your full name, 
address, and telephone number. 
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olitical evolution. That's our 
theme this fall. From the early 1970's, 
with the creation of ITC, Inuit political 
development grew tremendously. It 
marked the beginning of the end of 
colonialism by southern governments. 
It was about the same time that North­
ern Quebec Inuit started their own 
regional political evolution, marked 
by the signing of the James Bay and 
Northern Quebec Agreement. 

Northern Quebec Inuit did not 
have the luxury of time. We had to 

negot iate a 
land claims 
settlement in 
less than five 
years, fueled 
by the pres­
sure of the 
James Bay 
hydro project, 
compared to 
the Nunavut 
Land Claims 
S e t t l e m e n t , 
which took 
over 15 years. 

Soon af­
ter Makivik 
Corpora t ion 
was formed, 
replacing the 
N o r t h e r n 
Quebec Inuit 
Associat ion, 

self-government became 
an issue. Although it was first met with 
resistance from both provincial and 
federal governments, it was given the 
blessing of René Lévesque. The ap­
proval made way for the creation of 
the Nunavik Constitutional Commit­
tee, under the umbrella of Makivik 
Corporation. Today we are negotiat­
ing with the Quebec Government. 

These themes are reflected in the 
following pages. They were in our 
thoughts at the ICC general assembly 
in Inuvik; while we spoke to Corporate 
Secretary Daniel Epoo; as we watched 
Inuit leaders at the constitutional talks; 
and as Roger Beaudoin described his 
28 years as a Quebec civil servant in 
Nunavik. 

Makivik News has evolved too. 
We have a new look, designed to 
increase coverage of Makivik's grow­
ing activities, and to withstand the 
rigours of being read by many people 
in flight on Air Inuit. Enjoy the land, 
everyone, see you in December • 
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Beadwork on the shawls of the singers tn the Danish Mik Choir, who sang at the 6th 
ICC General Assembly in Inuvik in July. Story on pages 13-25. 
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You could win $100 if 
you can identify what this 
weird looking thing is. Write 
down what you think it is 
on a postcard. Send to: 

Makivik News Contest, 
Inukjuak, P.Q. 
JOM 1M0 

Drawing will be held in 
Inukjuak on November 15, 
1992. 
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Hannah Tooktoo from 
Kuujjuaraapik, won $100 by 
correctly identifying the mys­
tery photo (car headlights) in 
our last photo contest . 
Thanks to all who sent post 
cards. 
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C o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y S p e a k i n g . . . 

U 
I eading into the summer, readers will recall that the 

constitutional process was criss-crossing the nation with­
out Quebec's participation. The situation looked gloomy, 
and a number of référendums appeared on the horizon. 

The cool summer of 1992 appears to have been condu­
cive to consensus building among the First Ministers, terri­
torial, and aboriginal leaders. To begin with, on July 7th, 
while the Prime Minister was in Munich, the leaders agreed 
on a package, which they called the Pearson Accord. It 

included the inherent right to 
self-government, and a triple-
E-Senate, and was cohesive, 
and timely enough to get Que­
bec back at the table. 

This was followed by more 
const i tu t iona l meet ings 
throughout July and August, 
mostly private, behind closed 
doors, culminating in Ottawa, 
and Charlottetown in late Au­
gust — early September. In the 
end, there was a constitutional 
agreement, which Canadians 
will vote on in a national referen­
dum on Monday October 26th. 
The referendum question is 
short: Do you agree that the 
constitution of Canada should 
be renewed on the basis of the 
agreement reached on August 
28, 1992? Yes, or No. 

For fol lowers of the Senate, 
under the proposed agreement, 

I there will be fewer Senators, 62, 
$ instead of the current 104. Each 
? province will have six, and the 
1 territories one each. There are 
if also plans for aboriginal seats. 
I The Senators will be elected 
I everywhere except Quebec, 
i where they will be appointed by 

the National Assembly. Tricky 
voting provisions on specific matters mean that the revised 
Senate will be, arguably, effective. Perhaps, but merely by 
reducing the number of Senators, the chamber of sober 
second thought may prove to be both more effective and 
efficient. 

It is in the area of the inherent right to self-government 
that real gains were made, however, for aboriginal groups 
across Canada. They've created a third order of govern­
ment. Symbolically, Rosemarie Kuptana, President of the 
Inuit Tapirisat of Canada captured the spirit of the First 
Peoples section when she said, in a late evening press 
conference on August 20th, "I am proud to be a Mother of 
Confederation. This is our 1867." At her side was Mary 
Simon, and other prominent Inuit leaders from across the 
Arctic. It was an historic and magic moment for native 
people—a quintessential Canadian achievement. 

Significantly, in the Canada Clause, the definition of the 
Aboriginal Peoples of Canada is the second item on the list, 

after defining Canada as a democracy, and before describ­
ing Quebec as a distinct society. The clause reads as 
follows: 

"(b) the Aboriginal peoples of Canada, being the first 
people to govern this land, have the right to promote their 
languages, cultures and traditions and to ensure the integ­
rity of their societies, and their governments constitute one 
of three orders of government in Canada. " 

Furthermore, section four of the constitutional pack­
age—First Peoples—is the lengthiest. This is not unusual 
considering it provides for the creation of a third order of 
government and sets out provisions for the negotiation of 
that new government—native self-government—within the 
context of Canadian federalism. The following excerpt from 
the First Peoples section captures the essence of the self-
government provision: 

"The exercise of the right of self-government includes 
the authority of the duly constituted legislative bodies of 
Aboriginal peoples, each within its own jurisdiction: 

(a) to safeguard and develop their languages, cultures, 
economies, identities, institutions and traditions; and, 

(b) to develop, maintain and strengthen their relation­
ship with their lands, waters and environment so as to 
determine and control their development as peoples ac­
cording to their own values and priorities and ensure the 
integrity of their societies. " 

Elsewhere in the section there are clauses, which 
interested readers of this page have no doubt heard reports 
of by now, limiting land rights to treaties already negotiated. 
In other words, the self-government package does not 
create new rights to land, unless these are part of a new self-
government package negotiated with appropriate govern­
ments. 

The wording has yet to be transformed into final 
'Constitutionalese' by lawyers, but Makivik has already 
sought legal opinion on the implications of the provisions 
within the First Peoples section, especially regarding land 
rights. For example, we asked what effect the repeated use 
of the word 'their', as in the excerpt above, would be. In the 
two and a half page reply, the opinion is that the courts, 
based on the precedent set in the Sparrow case, would take 
into consideration the relationship aboriginal people have 
with 'their' lands, rather than the "traditional Anglo-Cana­
dian legal ideas of 'ownership'." 

Thus, when it comes time for Nunavik negotiators to 
discuss the territorial base for a Nunavik government, the 
preliminary opinion obtained is that "there is no reason to 
suppose that Category 3 lands will be 'off the table' or 
outside of the scope of any new agreement." 

There are other concerns, such as; is the ability to 
negotiate a non-ethnic government hampered by the First 
Peoples section? The opinion is that although non-ethnic 
self-government is not a right, it is in the best interest of 
everyone, and will be settled during negotiations. 

So, while some questions were answered during the 
summer, new ones arise. How will Canadians vote in the 
October 26 referendum? Will there be further amendments 
to the package? How soon afterwards will legislatures ratify 
the package? When will the next elections be? Maybe we'll 
have all the answers by Christmas. Happy voting • 

MAKIVIK NEWS 
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F r e e z e r s ! 

M I akivik Corporation is develop­
ing a uniquely northern commercial 
and employment initiative that will 
benefit Nunavik on local and regional 
levels. The objective is to create jobs 
for middle aged Inuit men (45-65 years 
of age) who are still skilled in the 
traditional activities of hunting, fish­
ing and trapping. They will harvest the 
natural wildlife resources which will 
be sold initially within Nunavikthrough 
an inter-community trade system. 

This particular age group, since 
the 1960s. has been generally left out 
of the job market, being unilingual. 
Though they are extremely skilled in 
their traditional activities and even 
highly respected and envied for their 
free lifestyle, they have always found 
it difficult to maintain their livelihoods. 

Their economic standing has al­
ways been easily affected by south­
ern moods and changing attitudes. 
One has only to look back at the 
decline of fox fur and mature seal pelt 
market pr ices (the legacy of 
Greenpeace). Furthermore, Nunavik 
Inuit are restricted by Quebec laws 
that forbid the selling of wild meat. 
Such laws are being amended, as is 
the JBNQA. The change to the Agree­
ment will be such .that subsistence 
activities of Nunavik Inuit will still be 
protected. 

New Freezers 
Makivik is pleased to announce 

that modern handling facilities (meas­
uring 50 x 30 x 18 feet) costing ap­
proximately $450,000 each, were con­
structed in the three communities of 
Umiujaq, Quaqtaq and 
Kangiqsualujjuaq this summer. Bruno 
Pilozzi—Makivik's financial adviser 
says, "This is an initiative using Maki­
vik's money, and presently we are in 
the process of making funding appli­
cations to the federal government for 
them to help provide the needed fa­
cilities for all Nunavik communities." 

Construction of the handling fa­
cilities ended in late September, ex­
cept for Quaqtaq, which is expected 
to continue until mid-October. Honco 
Incorporated built the three large 
buildings. Their location was deter­
mined by proximity to water, power, 
and the condition of the soil. All three 
were built on solid bedrock, and have 
cement bases. The interior is a spe­
cial fiberglass material approved for 
slaughterhouse use. Inside, there are 
two sections, physically divided by a 
wall. This is because the facilities will 
handle fish, and meats, which cannot 

be in the same room in order to com­
ply with government regulations. 
Soon, work tables, cutting tools, shrink 
wrappers, small blast freezers and 
other equipment will arrive to fill the 
buildings. 

The handling facilities will be used 
to prepare raw products for shipment 
to the regional slaughterhouses. For 
example, if a community harvests 
caribou, the animals will be gutted, 
quartered, skinned, and packed for 
transport to the slaughterhouse, 
where they would beinspected, proc­
essed, and packaged, (just like south­
ern meats) for Nunavik consumers. 
The slaughterhouses will likely be 
constructed during the summer of 
1993. There has been no final deci­
sion regarding the communities where 
the three slaughterhouses will be built. 
They are expected to cost roughly $3-
million each. 

The summer of 1993 will also see 
the construction of more handling fa­
cilities in other communities. Eventu­
ally, all Nunavik communities will have 
one. They will all be able to do refined 
cutting of meats for local consump­
tion. Makivik will establish a new sub­
sidiary company to manage the meat 
processing and marketing aspect of 
Inter-Community Trade. 

Choosing the Resource 
The initial plan is to mandate lo­

cal Hunting Fishing and Trapping As­
sociations to identify their particular 
wildlife resource concentrations and 
ascertain which species they will be 
able to harvest on a sustainable level. 
Examples can include caribou meat 
from Kuujjuaq, arctic char from 
Kangiqsualujjuaq and Tasiujaq, seal 
meat from Kangiqsujuaq, scallops 
from Quaqtaq and Salluit, ptarmigans 
from Umiujaq and so on. All commu­
nities are expected to be able to con­
tribute the wildlife products that their 
particular region can produce. 

This will make it possible for com­
munities to have available a variety of 
northern meat products. Some com­
munities, for example, cannot harvest 
seals year round. Furthermore, not all 
regions have scallops either, as men­
tioned in our last issue of Makivik 
News. Therefore, a system that can 
provide such unavailable foodstuff will 
improve the nutritional dietary bal­
ance of the Inuit. Incidentally, arctic 
char will only be commercialized on a 
limited basis, being already used for 
subsistence and commercial activi­
ties, (mainly fishing camps, and fish-

3 " U ^ L r ' L ' n > ( L ' L 
< J C ' K T i r L r ' D ' 

Forms in place for 
cement base 

eries that are already operating.) 
In keeping with past philosophy 

and wildlife management principles, 
subsistence activities will be the pri­
ority, meaning that commercial ac­
tivities will not dominate the usual 
hunting, trapping and fishing activi­
ties of the Inuit population. Inter-com­
munity trading will only be able to 
harvest wildlife resources after mak­
ing certain that local needs will not be 
compromised. 

As mentioned, Makivik is in the 
initial planning stage to establish a 
five year funding arrangement with 
the governments to establish infra­
structures in all the communities and 
to meet operating costs. Hunters and 
fishermen also have to be assured 
that there will be enough money to 
fund the buying of their catches. It is 
important for them to know that the 
system will be able to provide a pre­
dictable level of income so that they 
may be able to plan their efforts and 
assure them that such revenue will 
not depend on market fluctuations. A 
promise of guaranteed income is nec­
essary to create a sense of security 
and cement long term planning and 
personal commitments. 

The Associations will be the ones 
establishing zones and finalizing quo­
tas for the various seasons. The inter 
community trade organization envis­
aged will be responsible for maintain­
ing the quality of the wild meat and 
shipment to the processing facilities. 

Training will be needed to teach 
people to use the new equipment and 
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F r e e z e r s ! 

familiarize them with the handling fa­
cilities. Such training programs will 
start in the near future, once the infra­
structures are available. 

The catches would then be sold 
to local people in the communities. 
Though such sale to local markets 
should not be expected to be imme­
diately financially viable, the planned 
selling of northern produce to south­
ern markets should even­
tually prove profitable. 

The present Hunter 
Support programs—al­
ready well established in 
the communities—will 
continue their harvesting 
for local people who are 
unable to hunt and fish 
on their own. In fact, with 
commercia l iza t ion, a 
muchclearerclarification 
and definition of roles be­
tween inter community 
trade and the Hunter 
Support program will be­
come possible. 

Then...and Now 
The fur trade played 

a major part in the his­
tory of Canadian native 
peoples, since it drew 
upon a very skilled group 
oftrappers. Butthisflour-
ishing trade, as we all 
know, was destroyed re­
cently by special interest 
groups. Secondly, there 

was the creation of the soapstone 
carving economy in the 1950s and 
60s. Again, it drew upon a skill inher­
ent in many Inuit. However, they were 
dependent on southern markets, 
which dictated the prices of their furs 
and carvings. 

Inter-community trade is slightly 
different in that the initiative is brought 
about by Inuit themselves, in this case, 

Makivik Corporation. They will build 
the necessary handling, processing 
and inspection infrastructures, set up 
a network that will buy the wildlife 
products that the hunters, trappers 
and fishermen harvest, and will de­
velop the northern and southern mar­
kets. And, who knows, perhaps we 
will establish trading posts in Great 
Britain • 

> r t > * T So_o- - ' O J r 1 28-T. Honco Incorporated 

Construct ion in Umiujaq on August 28th. Honco Incorporated 
expected to continue in October. 
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C h r i s t m a s c a r d 
D E S I G N C O N T E S T 

Create a design for the 
Makivik Christmas card. 
Best design wins $100. 
contest deadline: October soth. 
Mail to: 

<bD< 
>d_o % L: 

Makivik Christmas Card Contest 
650 32nd Avenue, 6th Floor 
Lachine, Quebec 
H8T 3K5 
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marked political and economic evolution. That's 
what comes to mind after observing the Sixth General 
Assembly of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC). Held 
in hot and sunny Inuvik from July 20 - 24th, the conference 
covered a lot of familiar territory (the same issues as thirty 
years ago, complained one delegate), but in subtly different 
ways. The settlement of some land claims, the maturity of 
others, and the growth of native development corporations 
in some parts of Canada and Alaska clearly had an effect on 
the nature of discussions on topics such as self-govern­
ment, and economic development. Sadly, in areas such as 
social issues, and language preservation, the news is as 
bad as before, or worse. 

The week-long assembly was marked by many 
things—a lively discussion on whaling, the full participation 
of the Russian delegation, the exchange of pins, the cel­
ebration of a culture, and the transfer of power. Hosted by 
the Inuvialuit Regional Corporation (IRC), delegates to the 
general assembly got a chance to see firsthand how one 
native development corporation deals with the economics, 
and politics after settling a land claim (the Inuvialuit settled 

their land claim with Canada in 1984. IRC is to the 
Inuvialuit what Makivik is to the Inuit of Nunavik). 
The IRC successfully raised more than $1.6 
million to host the conference. 

International flavour in Inuvik 
By definition, a meeting of the Inuit 

Circumpolar Conference is international. In 
Inuvik, representatives from more than the 
four ICC nations were present. Because of 
the recent activities of the ICC (attendance at 
the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, for 
example), some different guests attended 
the conference. One of them was Brazil's 
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Minister of Indian Affairs. He told the delegates that basi­
cally, the problem of the world's indigenous populations are 
all the same. He remarked on the advanced state of political 
organization of the Inuit people. 

As well, the Assistant Under-Secretary for Polar Affairs 
of Sweden, Désirée Edmar spoke of the well earned repu­
tation Mary Simon had earned internationally as the Presi­
dent of ICC. 

Self-Government: Top Issue 
With the Canadian constitutional reform process ap­

proaching a climax, the issue of self-government took on 
considerable importance during the assembly. In her open­

ing remarks to the as­
sembly, Rosemarie 
Kuptana, President of 
the Inuit Tapirisat of 
Canada, stated un­
equivocally the need to 
have the right of self-
government protected. 

v ^ — m">»T.:| " ^ e n a v e * n e n u m a n 

" " right to govern our­
selves. It is important to 
have this fact recog­
nized in the constitu-

I t ' o n ' " Kuptana said, 
l̂AJUHHWRPHw^̂ M with vigor. "The Prime 

r " t i j A " J < 3 ! > , JA«^(T >^r W Minister of this country 

Dancers performing on opening day mUSt keep his Commit ­
ment that he made in 

Vancouver last fall to protect Inuit rights," she emphasized. 
Kuptana made those remarks on Monday. Later, in the 

week when the assembly split up into workshops, one of 
them was on the topic of self-government, which Kuptana 
chaired with Aqqaluk Lynge of Greenland. There, the dis­
cussion reiterated the matters of principle—such as the 
fundamental need to have the inherent right of self-govern­
ment entrenched in the constitution—and ventured into 
more practical areas, such as financing. 

Among the presentations, Alaskan Chuck Greene, the 
Mayor of the Northwest Arctic Borough, which became a 
home rule borough in 1987, described the progress his area 
has made since then, notably the ability to extract annual 
payments from the Red Dog Mine. Similarly, Konrad 
Steenholdt, a Greenland Home Rule politician spoke of the 
history of self-government in place in Greenland since 
1979. Regarding the shift of power from Denmark to the 
home rule government, he says, "The basis of the agree­
ment was that we take over where we were able, and 
gradually build up the expertise to take over the rest." 

Canadian participants took notes eagerly. The resolu­
tions that came out of the workshop illustrate the nature of 
the concerns. One resolution supports the general Inuit 
demand for the inherent right to self-government. Another 
specifically supports the Inuit Tapirisat of Canada in its 
dealings with the current constitutional negotiations. A third 
resolution supports the desire on behalf of some Alaskan 
Inuit to secede from the State of Alaska. The resolutions 
passed on the final day of the assembly. 

Focus on Whaling 
There was no workshop on whaling, per se, but it's a 

theme that pervaded the week-long assembly. From the 
opening press conference on Sunday July 19th, to the 
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closing concert the following Friday evening, the issue of 
whaling marked the event. 

Journalists did not raise the topic on the afternoon of 
Sunday July 19th, their first opportunity to ask questions to 
the seven members of the ICC executive. The topic was first 
mentioned by Canadian member Les Carpenter, and ex­
panded on by Greenland member Ingemar Egede. "Per­
haps the most controversial item for us right now is that the 
International Whaling Commission (IWC) wants to get in­
volved in the regulation of smaller whales, beluga for exam­
ple," Egede told the assembled journalists. Carpenter con­
tinued the commentary, calling the IWC a "whale hugging 
society," he then went on to say that the United States had 
paid the membership fees of many small nations in the IWC 
in order to have more sway in the organization. 

That aspect 
of the opening 
press conference 
set the scene for 
the week to 
come. The sub­
ject of whaling 
came up in many 
discussions and 
presentations to 
the assembly. 
During the open­
ing ceremonies, 
for example, 
Nellie Cornoyea, 
G o v e r n m e n t 
leader of the 
Northwest Terri­
tories, spoke about the need to protect renewable re­
sources, such as whales. "Newfoundland had its fishery 
closed down," she stated. "Was it a problem of the people 
of Newfoundland or a problem of others exploiting the 
resources to the detriment of Newfoundlanders? We have 
to be vigilant. How do we limit the imposing of other 
countries in our waters to exploit our resources? We have 
to protect those resources so they will be there for the 
future." 

Later, ICC President Mary Simon noted in her report to 
the assembly that ICC had sent a representative to the 44th 
conference of the IWC in Glasgow, Scotland, earlier in July. 

In a resolution urging the ICC to approach the United 
Nations, the concerns about whaling were clearly stated: 
"We oppose the establishment of quotas by the Interna­
tional Whaling Commission on such species as the bowhead, 
beluga, narwhal, minke, humpback and grey whales." The 
essence of the resolution was to gain international recogni­
tion of the inherent right to hunt. 

As well, two publications on whaling were distributed 
during the week. One of them was published by ICC in 
English and Spanish. Titled "Inuit Whaling", it was a special 
issue of Inuit Tusaataat, produced by the ICC for the Earth 
Summit in Rio. The 24 page color publication was intended 
to shed some light on the importance of whaling for Inuit. 
The other publication was produced by the Inuvialuit Com­
munications Society. "The Inuvialuit Bowhead Harvest of 
1991 : A Pictorial History and Analysis" goes beyond stating 
the "fact" "of Inuit whaling (the essence of the ICC docu­
ment), and discusses the issues surrounding the harvest of 
a Bowhead whale by the Inuvialuit on September 4th, 1991 
at Shingle Point, in the Yukon. It is here that we learned that 
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the Inupiat of Alaska's North Slope have a landed quota of 
41 Bowhead whales per year, while it appeared a struggle, 
indeed, diplomatically, for the Canadian government to 
issue a fishing permit to harvest one Bowhead whale for the 
Inuvialuit. Meanwhile, the U.S. government warned the 
Inupiat against helping the Inuvialuit harvest their single 
whale. Reading through the document, we learned that 
harvesting a bowhead whale is no easy task. In fact, 
considerable danger is involved with the hunt itself, and the 
landing of the whale (improper use of block and tackle, and 
rope, can cause severe injury). 

So, when Daniel Epoo mentioned at the end of the 
week that several tons of beluga whale had been consumed 
by the delegates, we just shrugged. 

Later, we asked CBC Radio host Joanna Awa of Iqaluit 
what the first thing she would do once she got home, "Go 
catch a whale," she replied. 

Economic Development Trends 
Since the first Inuit Circumpolar conference assembly 

in 1977, discussion about economic development fre­
quently dealt with what should happen. There was still a 
large dose of that in Inuvik, but it was mixed with consider­
able practical knowledge of how to administer millions of 
dollars in an investment portfolio, and gaining a competitive 

edge in the global economy. 
With the settlement of a land claim 

for the Inuvialuit hosts, the establish­
ment of Makivik Corporation for the 
Nunavik Inuit, the smoothing out of the 
rough edges on the Greenland Home 
Rule government, the workshop on 
economic development turned into a 
bit of a primer on international trade. 
Makivik Treasurer Willie Watt attended 
the session. 

Canadian Les Carpenter, an ICC 
executive member, chaired the work­
shop. In his succinct comments he 
discussed the essentials of successful 
modern business operations. "Our gen­
eration is witnessing a continuing revo­
lution in technology—including com­

puter, communications, transportation and manufactur­
ing," Carpenter told the delegates. "The result is a phenom­
enon we describe as 'globalization'—the expanding pro­
duction and movement of high-technology goods and 
movement of ideas and people throughout the world." 

To illustrate his point about globalization, and the 
emerging trade blocks, and freer trade, Carpenter pointed 
to some well known products. "The three most important 
inventions for consumers in the past 20 years have been the 
fax machine, the VCR, and the CD player," he said. "The 
first two were invented in the United States and the third 
was invented in Holland. Yet today every single producer of 
all three products is Japanese owned. This is because the 
Japanese produce these products at the least cost and with 
the highest quality in the world." 

Carpenter also underlined the absolute necessity to 
develop a skilled workforce (noting that 97% of Japanese 
high school students graduate with Calculus, while only 
.07% of North Americans do), and concluded with a remark 
that could indicate a shift in philosophy within the ICC. "To 
date, the ICC has been primarily concerned with promoting 
resource management and harvesting rights. However, 

L P A > ' 3SS<Vr< 



• n u i * C i r c u m p o l a r C o n f e r e n c e 

L o - b b j V Y c L a - s v ^ > r < c - Y i j r , c bd< A T J c - U V I T 
p a . > l 7 n j c A ^ v < n v w < v j t bnLo-n_c_>^cSPC 

><bJ(Tb^<i \ j<:c_><;> c C L v r s L _DQ -V<ir r> \ rbnr c 

O W C a - Y V . L P * A > <
 P t L > i 7 r f v P v L JAc- J « c 

cLbo- bnL qbc>c_>o S b. 
bo-Cr>C b LesCarpenter, «ArV b da- > , > ' ^ r J i c 

briLM> qbC>^\ Dpj -crnrVO'o^ b n L o - T b . P W P < -
> L n - > V c r > s bc_>' ; L c C V <Dn^>r<^bVrv c 3a- b 

b ^ v o p > i - J r < r C T b Pa.>y<r>s^<^Arb < > c v j -
n>p<c-^v . " > b j r AJ>^ c c d v n o r i c b -v^ r b 

S o . L ^ r > V L n . T b - CLbdcrsb W O ^ o - " . 
DM>LJnc-n_jna-\ A % r 5 S^c -n_ jno - " j < L L _ d > _ D ^ o - b 

V L ^ < - > ? V c r T \ " Les Carpenter > s b > W A c > ^ 1 1 

bf"IL^o-b. " C L V j A V ^ 1 A L A C D I ~ B V r _ ^ < r > -
c - L - d c - U c - V S ^ C ^ ' o - ' " - > j V f r < ^ ' So_^>J i -
o-Do-" < > ' c n C > o - ' 1 i > J \ r , ] < r t j < L L J 
< p < i , c > j V r v r J ) t A V P ^ O ^ <]L i d 
Pa.bdDA"o-Ac o-Jc-Lv<r r v v « r . " 

c v Pc_v<r>c-L_Dc- % Lo-SAjn ro - b , o V b c -
C<r s J j < f A < l j . C V l j ) A e r < ^ o - t j < LL_. 
C>Vb cCD c Ar JLPo-M>o- sJ' : > 5 b > r ^ b V o - C V Les 
Carpenter > c i ) f T b c _ > ^ q b V L - V sb>P-L!^-
>V</ J s Jc- 5 Do- b . "AMVo- b A 1 Ln_>o-'<o-b Ka>-
>Tl^bn.< sbr^Lc- , 'LC o ->A S C>l c Ko- b 20o- <l5SJc_>"D0-
CLbdo-sb / j b c Dd 'T ip jno- b , c<_AK b d c c d v n v j n p 
< L L J o - c l 7 P n < ? a - s S r b , " CALAc -c_> 'D S B . "C"d< 
r ^ ° c -< b LV b Sa.^>p<"-'sbCA6-b <r<p-br>^ c < L L J 
AM^H/ C<?cr Hollandr. rV > V I ~ <Da-c Ka>-
>DAb-Q.r ,'"Jc- I ;3C y < 0 - P r > J C C L T o - n . ^ ^ 1 b L <Cr_D C . 
C L V CALAc-U^ b Cbd< I7<irP c CL'do-H, Ko.JVLC 
S o » j r r r c <pp c i ) j 'o .n c r j r c K o > T c A > ^ L L n > j v -
p n ^ w < c - L r . " 

LesCarpenter iVb>r^bc_>T^ b A<?V<DC>-
^ b t c r L P < V o - ' k l c r b A - ; V P < s 3 r l Ao-P 'Orr' ( >WP C 

Cbd< 97% >KTir c D c y<6-P'c >5Do-"Kr Ac-VDC A ^ -
A.rJsJP<sPc A c V < 3 r u < r r L r b , C bd< 0.7% > K T 1 -
: > A v r b >< : )o -vn j r c cLo- <ir<i^bn>o-), < L L A ^ -
n . jn s bV(r Cbdo.o- «ArV 6 do- A^P rLbP^PYV 1 

s \ jnvr<pn>DAVn.<v :>o - b . " > v r j c n p v j , c bd< 
<ArV b d c A / L j j < ° b \ J < r b c C P L L L C CLbd<r°t b A V -
3AJLo -T b AA c St>JV:>a- b <>c_VJn c Ko- b < L L J 
> L ^ ? V c r ' i J c A^VOITSo- 6 . Pr^<o- > j V « V < L C 
CLbd< A-oA c n p d r r r c A c - c v e v ^ r r ALLn.t>o--

j ^ A v n v c A r o - ' b o r " A<ev<nvLr j <-
CLbdo-sb j O P c - P W 1 j O P r P V T -

D o - V AA c K>JVDcr." 
Olo- b n L o - > c _ > O r r^<PP<%Jc-5Lc e r V D V 

o > T ^ 5 b A i A < j A r -oa.c-c-i_c dOrvK^LC 
AV<?>C°»bo-b Roger GrubenP. C V ><b>r^bc_>':rb 

> P L o - < V t V P j a . ro - . Cbd< DSb ,br J SJ LLC 4,000o-b 

> r L L O J V D o - 1 <<;SJCLC C"do- s sL c 50,000o-b 

> j V ' b ^ ( r c . Cbd< <r"P^>ric s b j ) A V t l Ko_L^o- b. 
Cbd< o- qPc-<ro- b o->'PfTbr i c y < o V r > - o c , C V Roger 
Gruben A L A r c > , L t , '><o- rT> V o->A'C>JV-
p n v i p < V o - A ^ ^ i v o ^ r r ^ . A C - C V P < V 
c - > ^ J c CLVL >PL>< o - 'PU ^ r ^ O T O P 
<A> , bbC>/ J ' \JP<' N 'bo- b." 

< i r^<J^Ln . L r b i v b t ^ v D ' b c ^ T ^ , v < n > p 
bnLP<r:VL^P Dmitri Koluzatovr" s v b r t > p . c v 
Dmitri Koluzatov O ^ V P ^ r ^ ^ b<?Lbdc 

nPLV-<o- b P b dc-><A°" io- b . C V >^b>P^b^> ' ; D^ 
< ° f ^ L L n - l T b f V O ^ T ^ C A" br^r^<%P3 LLn.>o-%bo- b 

i v < r L v > n v j , < I L L J p C L> L^c-> c ir j<' ;o- c 

1 b j D A l 6 . > L r L > r V Y V . C V L r^ b dc-<nVY c 

c v v n c > L L n V ' c . Ac_^bvnb 40% > S T I P csn>o- b 

Vo-%Lo- b 

o.<Vo-r 

more and more of our Inuit organizations are recognizing 
the critical importance of the sustainable development of 
our renewable and non-renewable resources." 

Picking up on the theme of sustainable development 
later in the workshop was IRC Chairman Roger Gruben. 
During his presentation he got into some of the details of 
Muskox harvesting. Their aim is to harvest 4,000 muskox 
per year out of a herd of 50,000 . Their products include 
paté, sausage, and jerky. Their market is in Japan, though 
Gruben says, "Breaking into the Japanese market is no 
picnic. We had to recognize that the cuts of the Muskox 
meat are very different." 

Sharply contrasting all of this was the presentation by 
Dmitri Koluzatov from Chukotka. Koluzatov runs a state fox 
fur farm. He spoke of the enormous economic turmoil 
Russia is currently going through, and some of the erratic 
economic situations that exist. His furs are taxed exorbi­
tantly, including a 40% special northern tax (for which the 
ICC drafted a resolution asking Moscow for relief). His 
workers' salaries have so many deductions for social pro­
grams that the moment a worker retires, his or her salary 
actually increases. 

Having read about some of the economic aspects of 
the former Soviet Union, we spoke to Dmitri Koluzatov 
afterwards about some of the other peculiarities of the 
system. We had read that a certain amount of production 
was needed as bribes in order to get the product to market, 
or to acquire spare parts, or raw materials. So, we asked 
about this, and he says, "This is normal. I have some sort of 
a 'fund' for presents. It's no big deal if you calculate how 
much I need. If I have an output of 3,000 skins, this won't 
take more than 15 skins. What we have to use our skins for 
is getting raw materials and equipment. That costs us about 
100 pelts a year." 

During the discussion that followed the presentations, 
Martha Flaherty 
spoke on behalf 
of all Inuit women 
when she asked 
that hidden bar­
riers preventing 
them from par­
ticipating in eco­
nomic develop­
ment be re­
moved. Specifi­
cally, she asked 
for daycare serv­
ices to al low 
women to take a 
more active role 
in the workforce. 

Of the con­
crete suggestions that emerged from this workshop, two 
stand out. The first is to create an Inuit Free Trade Zone 
across the Arctic. The second is the production by ICC of an 
international directory of Inuit businesses. 

Pressing Health and Social Issues 
We mentioned at the outset that while politically and 

economically there have been improvements over time, but 
that, from the sounds of it anyhow, in the area of health and 
social issues, things appear worse. After sitting through a 
workshop on this topic, that's the conclusion we come to. 

The workshop was co-chaired by Canadian Minnie 
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Grey, and Alaskan Ann Walker. Of all the workshops we 
attended, this one was marked by the most free flowing 
exchange of ideas, and dialogue. The fact that it was held 
in a smaller room (a classroom in fact), perhaps helped. 

One by one, the presenters from each country (except 

for Russia, because of lack of translation facilities) de­
scribed a litany of social problems their communities were 
plagued with. Alcohol abuse, sniffing of all kinds of sub­
stances, wife beating, teen pregnancy, AIDS, and suicide. 
These social ills seemed to make more mundane problems 
such as smoking, and poor dental care, pale in comparison. 

Martha Greig, the Canadian panel member who spoke 
about the problems in her vast region was clearly passion­
ate about the topic. When talking about a young women she 
helped who had recently died of AIDS, Greig's voice cracked 
with emotion, and she paused to regain her composure. 
The room fell silent. Everyone could empathize with her. 
Greig tried to put all the social ills into perspective. She 
spoke of the collective loss of self-esteem, and described 
a delicate balancing act Inuit have to perform. "It's like if 
we're out on the ice, jumping from floe to floe. Imagine that 
one ice-floe is our Inuit self, and another floe is our western 
self," she said as she moved her hands in the air to 
demonstrate. "If we put too much emphasis on our Inuit self, 
we'll sink, and if we put too much emphasis on being 
western, we'll also sink. So we have to perform this delicate 
balancing act in order to survive." 

Later, during the question period, John Shaeffer, from 
Alaska—whose statements during the week-long assem­
bly were among the most provocative—came flat out and 
said that the western medical model does not work for 
native people. "Most of us are still tribal. We are not 
individuals," he added, as people turned around to really 
listen to him. "We need programs that will deal with our 
problems in a holistic way, so our entire communities will be 
healed." To illustrate his point Shaeffer spoke about alcohol 
abuse. "Alcoholism is a symptom of the problem that we 
have." 

A symptom of the problem. We mulled that one over for 
a few days and then sat down with John Shaeffer to get him 
to elaborate on what he meant. It's the Great Death—that 
time soon after contact with western populations when 
huge numbers of Inuit died because they had no immunity 
to the diseases explorers and new settlers brought over. 
"The devastation is so great that the people, the survivors, 
internalize the event. They don't talk about it. They change 
their behavior and become withdrawn. The same thing 
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happened with the survivors and the descendants of the 
survivors of the Nazi death camps. They went through the 
same trauma. And the trauma was passed on to the children 
and grandchildren who had to grieve those incidents that 
they had nothing to do with, and knew nothing about." 

As Shaeffer spoke a gust of wind rattled the Venetian 
blinds in the tall windows of the classroom we sat in. He 
paused, then continued, "You can go to Brazil right now and 
you can find the same thing. The deaths I mean from contact 
with diseases. Some of the native groups are so remote that 
vaccines can't get there in time. So they're dying right now 
in this world, for the same reasons. But the point is that we 
have had dysfunctional behavior patterns passed down for 
several generations in the Inuit. And we feel that until we 
stop that cycle of dysfunction, the present efforts to cure 
alcoholism, drug abuse, those kinds of things, will not 
work." 

We referred back to the workshop on health and social 
issues, and to the delicate balancing act Martha Greig 
described. We asked what he thought of that. Again, his 
answer was long, but provocative. "I look at it differently," 
he began. "I think people can make choices, and whichever 
choice that they're comfortable with they should be able to 
live with. My feeling is that until we can get our people to the 
point where they're strong enough to make those choices, 
then we're not 
going to get any­
where. We're go­
ing to have all the 
Roger Grubens, 
successful peo­
ple like that we 
can, but for 
what? I'm back 
working with my 
regional corpora­
tion that I set up. 
It has about thirty 
dif ferent busi ­
nesses whose 
primary purpose 
isto employ Inuit. 
One fifth of their 
employees are 
now Inuit. It's bet­
ter than the ten 
percent that I was able to achieve when I was running the 
organization. But sti l l , we're going to hire four non-natives 
to provide one job for a native. And it's not a very practical 
way of taking care of natives. If that's the balance, then it's 
not a very good balance as far as I'm concerned. 

"The important thing is what's inside," Shaeffer contin­
ued. "If a person chooses remoteness and poverty over an 
8 to 5 job with a good income and a big house, there's 
nothing wrong with that. To me, the important thing is that 
you're in a position to make that choice. And you're allowed 
to make that choice. The same kind of person that can be 
successful in a Western job, accepting Western values, is 
the same kind of person that can be successful living off the 
land. And we have neither right now. 

The more we spoke to Shaeffer, it seemed, the more 
interesting, but depressing things got. Yet we asked an­
other question anyway, since we thought Martha Greig's 
idea of a delicate balancing act was probably true because 
even if you choose to live out on the land, totally, you still 
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have to deal with the Western economy at some point, so 
we asked Shaeffer if he thought the native economy (made 
up of subsistence, and some form of wage labour, or trade 
with the capitalist economy) existed. "Yes it does," he 
began. " But it's more than an economy," and we settled 
into the well worn sofa for what we suspected would be 
another long, but thought provoking answer. 

"See, this is the problem we keep running into. Native 
people, or Inuit people, or all native people, have a holistic 
point of view. They look at larger settings than individual. 

And that's were we run 
into problems because 
it's hard to develop eco-
nomics that deals with 
the co l lect ive ." We 
thought about that for a 
second, but decided 
against commenting, or 
asking another ques­
tion, and continued lis­
tening. "You have to 
start with some com­
mon denominator and 
the individual is gener­
ally where you start, or 
number one or zero, or 
wherever, it's all linear. 
And the Inuit don't look 

at things from a linear standpoint. And so what we're faced 
with is trying to adapt two points of view, from one that's 
basically crushed." 

"You see, what happened when these traumatic expe­
riences—the Great Deaths—occurred, the Inuit lost two 
things that were important for the wholeness of the group or 
tribe. They lost their elders—their wisdom, and their leader­
ship—and they lost their youth—their promise for the fu­
ture. So all they were left with were the incomplete of the 
cycle, and they were traumatically shocked—didn't know 
where to go or what to do. They were malleable. They were 
grabbed up by whoever was there, whether it was a drunken 
miner, or a rabid Christian, it didn't make any difference. 
The surviving Inuit said, 'Yeah, we're going in that direction.' 
So thousands of years of a type of thinking, a philosophy of 
life, got trashed, basically. If you could have gotten rid of it 
all it would have been OK, but you didn't. You kind of 
dragged broken pieces of it along with you, while you tried 
to change your way of thinking to this new linear approach, 
and tried to accept these other values, and in most cases it 
didn't work. Many of our strongest Inuit are the ones that 
said, 'Aw, bullshit,' and walked away." 

We spoke some more, and then bade each other 
farewell. Shaeffer's comments made us think that the half 
dozen resolutions coming out of the health and social 
issues workshop ended up as a shotgun strategy at solving 
the problem. If we were left with anything after talking with 
John Shaeffer, it was the feeling that at least a novel solution 
is required to deal with the awful list of social problems. A 
holistic approach, perhaps, where entire communities come 
together and get over the sort of collective denial Shaeffer 
touched on. 

In the written report on the panel workshop, there were 
echoes of what Shaeffer spoke about. "We must accept the 
fact that our young people cannot truly implement the self-
government rights we have obtained for them if we leave 
them a legacy of denial and pain. Children inherit whatever 
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problems their parents have repressed or denied. We must 
heal our communities before we can truly govern our­
selves." 

Elders, Tuktoyaktuk, and Ono 
Tuktoyaktuk, home of the pingos and spacey architec­

ture, is where the Elders Conference was held. We spent a 
day there, listening to the Elders discuss topics revolving 
around language and culture. 

Hans Pederson, of Greenland, chaired the workshop. 
In his opening re­
marks he recalled 
having to fight 
against living as 
Danes. Since 
1979, with the 
Home Rule Gov­
ernment, how­
ever, he says, 
"The main lan­
guage in all 
schools is 
G r e e n l a n d i c . 
Now the Danish 
government has 
nothing to do with 
Greenland edu­
cation. It has all 
been taken over by the Home Rule Government." He spoke 
positively about young people going to Denmark to attend 
university. 

Lizzie Palliser, from Inukjuak, also spoke during the 
workshop. She expressed the belief that the Inuit are going 
backwards, not progressing. As well, she spoke about the 
difficulty communicating to young people. "Sometimes we 
are at a loss for words to our youngsters. We are going 
through the same things." One of her comments illustrates 
how values among the young people are changing, "Our 
elders used to say that we should go and see our elders 
before we go and play outside. In those days, our elders did 
not used to give us money. They used to give us advice." 

A woman from Alaska said that her main concern was 
that the young people in her region are losing their lan­
guage. A Greenland elder spoke of the importance of 

preserving traditional 
4 clothing. "Our clothing 

from old times, which 
we cannot do without, 
has been neglected for 
years. As a result, the 
names of parts of the 
clothes have been lost," 
she said, and recom­
mended that courses 
on how to make tradi­
tional clothing be taught 
in Greenland schools. 

Ono Fleisher, dressed in traditional Greenlandic polar 
bear pants, and caribou parka, put a lot of this into perspec­
tive when he arrived to talk about his dog-sled trip from 
Qaanaaq, in northern Greenland, to Utqiarvik (Barrow, 
Alaska), which he accomplished earlier in 1992. Using 27 
dogs, his group covered 4,000 kilometers in 100 days. They 
met many Inuit out hunting, as well as passing through 
Resolute Bay, Spence Bay, Gjoa Haven, Cambridge Bay, 
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Coppermine, Paulatuk, Tuktoyaktuk, and Inuvik, among 
others. 

Fleisher expressed his disappointment that Inuit chil­
dren would speak to him in English, and could not speak 
Inuktitut. "This made us very sad," he said. "We have to get 
back our language, and struggle for it. Our heartbeat is our 
language." As well, although he met many Inuit in the 
Eastern Arctic wearing traditional caribou parkas, the same 
was not true in the West. 

Later, in a press conference, we learned that Fleisher is 
educated as a teacher, 
and he specializes in 
teaching the 
Greenlandic language. 
He called his sled trip, 
"The Great Sledge 
Journey II", because he 
considers the first to be 
that of Knud Ras­
mussen. He felt that al­
though the benefits of 
the trip were not imme­
diately evident, they 
would be eventually, as 
many people were 
touched by the journey, 
and the heavy empha­
sis on traditional values. 

Daniel Epoo commented after our return to Inuvik that if Ono 
Fleisher had visited Nunavik he would have found most of 
the children speaking Inuktitut. 

Back at the Elders conference, though, the delegates 
were busy summarizing a workshop on health and social 
issues. They dealt with many of the same issues as the main 
ICC workshop did, but with amazing frankness. When 
discussing AIDS, for example, the elders said, "It's urgent 
to change Inuit attitudes about sex, safe sex, and condoms. 
Well informed people should be able to prevent themselves 
from getting the disease." 

The same sort of frankness marked their comments on 
fetal alcohol syndrome, and the increasing amount of 
cancer caused by the depleting ozone layer. Indeed, there 
was a lot of talk about the number of people whose faces 
were swelling up because of the increasing amount of 
ultraviolet rays reaching the earth. 

The elders, despite their age, also danced and sang 
well past midnight. Their conference, in Tuktoyaktuk, also 
featured evenings filled with entertainment from the 
circumpolar nations. 

Alaskan Samuel Simmonds, elected as new President 
of the Elders Conference, read the report to the general 
assembly on Friday in Inuvik. 

Resolutions 
Daniel Epoo was on the resolutions committee during 

the conference. As a result he had to spend quite a bit of 
time pouring over drafts of resolutions, and finding ways of 
combining some resolutions that appeared repetitive. In the 
end, over 40 resolutions were passed at the assembly, 
considerably more than the 17 resolutions passed at the 
first assembly in 1977. 

Among the current batch was a resolution to condemn 
a project to carve a whale out of an iceberg. A more serious 
resolution was to try to identify all waters contaminated by 
radioactive and heavy metal contamination in the former 
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Soviet Union. As well, a resolution was drafted to give 
support to Makivik Corporation in its lobbying effort for the 
Inuit Exiles relocated to the Canadian High Arctic. 

The youth, who also held meetings during the week in 
Inuvik, contributed a handful of practical resolutions. One 

called for the installation of proper sewage and running 
water facilities, while another called on ICC to recognize 
traditional professions as a measure of success. 

Transfer of Power 
As always, the election of a new President captures 

quite a bit of attention during the plenary sessions. In this 
case, it appears that the members of the respective delega­
tions had decided among themselves beforehand that it 
was Alaska's turn to elect a president, as Canadian Mary 
Simon had held the post for two consecutive terms, and 
Hans Pavia Rosing held it for two terms prior to that. Thus, 
it seemed fair that Alaska should elect a candidate. 

The way the delegates worked it out among them­
selves was that if two thirds of the Alaskans agreed on a 
candidate, the other delegations would not put forward a 
contender. The Alaskans initially had four people who 
wanted to be the ICC President. They narrowed it down to 
one, among their own delegation, and nominated that 
person, Eileen MacLean, to run. 

That was fine, until virtually the last moment, when a 
disgruntled Daly Sambo, who evidently very much wanted 
to campaign publicly for the job, gave a speech. It seemed 
from the introductory remarks by Greenlander Aqqaluk 
Lynge (who clearly wasn't thrilled with the process either), 
that Daly Sambo's chance to address the assembly was the 
result of some arm twisting. 

When Sambo did get up to the podium, she delivered 
a stinging critique of the backroom process, saying her 
rights were more protected in the United States than among 
her own people. Although the speech sounded shrill at 
times, Sambo toned down her rhetoric towards the end 
when she made conciliatory remarks, saying she would 
continue to work for Inuit, even out of power. She thanked 
her quiet supporters, and reminded the assembly that Inuit 
'out there' don't have a choice but to support the Inuit 
Circumpolar Conference. She received a good round of 
applause for making some admittedly courageous remarks. 

Then, after a unanimous vote, Eileen MacLean was 
elected the new President of ICC. In her acceptance speech, 
MacLean spoke of her current activities as a member of the 
Alaskan house of representatives (a position she's held for 

MAKIVIK NEWS 



A_oAc r̂ C_^<R>C-LC bfl Lo- LL ° b | c A_oALR 

A c Ter, Ar'c-c-D<Sr 0 - < A ? " o - L , > r < r _ > ^ l J j < s b 

> ( b r / V ( T A o . ^ r o . c V S V o - A_oAc A L_>r c, 
.oPVAT "•Pbj><?o-. o .d f c_>^ w o-<TTo<^r cDo- b 

s> L r r - r o - b , < L L J A^ bb>Lnvr ,<Vo- briL^o-b CLbd<i 
A_DA C "C<?O-CD c" A H L V P V P P ^ P 1 Pr^<o-
K x r r ^ v ^ f T A _ D A ; r W < r > ' bnLo - L Ln_To- h . 
C L V J T c v < v ; b ^ ^ c t v o o O T T 6 

A L d < c c n . v r i o-V?rYb?Vc_>VT.o c . 
CAL. A j V f f o-?<TDc < T ^ A Q - > D < T C . < A C - ' 

LPd"' o -P< I C>c -c> f l < T ^ b L n _ L J C <ArV bdo-. 
< sp?nr_o c o -v?rvbVo- c v < i A r i > T c _ > ^ 6 

L v > n c j j A o - ^ x r o - ' A C > ^ O - T J c <c_sbr 
PTDTV A T J . L O . T O - (r'CLo-1 <TJo- b AaV<TAP-
c-5CTo-b). C V IVbDVTc_>'0';b LVo-b rVOK^ALn^r 
Ac-Cn.b->jnC?nrrJLb-To-b. Ac_T A r V < a - r n . a - T b 

Ac-Crvb->jn>Vo- <r_"br> c rVOVALn-To" 1 < L L J 
d O T A b T T CLVL>< ALLn_t>nC>o-T H<?r< % Jc -T C 

> T t V b P n > c _ > ^ b ALAcj-n_>J, "'PD'TITo-' b A T j -
DA^T>*dJ c < D < V r > c A c - V < W T o - b Ac-'o-<'d"-
j r c C L V K o . v n r b ' > j v L c < H > n v c A c - L . J < v j c 

A_oA c A ̂ ' d r ' T o - V ' C V 6_ L LK°TDo- c i r_>T^ 5 B 

PL^dPVXJTDo-" < L L o A<eT<nVCAc- ,df^^o- b 

d c Ko_o r c n f j j n>o -sv r c A_OA C A - o ' d n ^ c 
r^o- cSTo- b. 

<Ac>T .oaTbVo- < > ^ . <r_ bbr, ><bc_>^b 

<ArV b d c < T A ' b r _ s D S > r < T O d r j < s d f ^ T j , 
A a - ^ n V r i o r CVLo- b A J J V . < V A T T V c T Z r b 

bo -CTj <6PCDF^. J C O - 1 <VA c Cc_TV b r V < r > c 

J Q - T O - r v c r . 
r<r^ SALT- -D< bbc-c_>^ b < T ^ b L n _ > o - T B 

<ArV'bdo- <r^o- 6 OTCVToPTV" Ar /n>o-SAVa-
AaV cr)o- b AoV<TnPc_>' iC'To- b <TSJo- A T ^ D a - , 
< L L J C V o_dn>>LLa_c_[>Va- < P Y l j ; c bnLP<T-
_VL^_O , : bnL^<r<vL^-oT j . >^o- s <r b s- f AT>cr b 

< d P c 3 r > o - b Ac-Cn.b->jn>r jr b < A c i K > c _ > T ^ B 

r ' y - c - c - jDT bo_cr>JVc_> S D C . r < ^ < A c i > n r o - b 

n j^V<Ln .o .>0 M > . 
_oC >'Do-TA c b n L r - T c <ArV bd.DC > d < \ K c : l~o-

dK < L L J C-<T b < * 0 , bo_Cr>b-b, di>P>< rVL°"S < ' L J 
b-a ?°>, <<L bbr>b- b. < L L J I A * T Ai^n <ILL < r b b j b c-°-v, <dP c3r> L-
Pr J <r>b- b . 

. op rb -x 
A 1 Ln .>tr '<r ' 
bHLo-1 Ln/bc 

< L L J I -db- A<?i<e < L L . <lAc 

j C > C _ > 
<CDC>' Ln_ 

r rLO > T 
r^P^Jb-T) D V P I O ^ b c - T I . 

no_Pc, o T t v v D M ^ J 1 1 

v } r b A J A 1 r W < r > c 

,S bd c (C<eo- 6:32\JIT_>J 
3 j c bd< rV< r> c briLP<r-: v L ^ d i r p c Ac_>^Va_>o-<c-^rijr c. A % p>c -< j c rD c 

br iLA L r3c -L c o-dAc_>^c < n i O L n _ i w n b o - c b d> 
*d LLn.>Vn b rV0 r>o - b <doT<Lb 2 La- crV>Ja->c_>^ b . 

'L > 
-db- A<?_6<e w - N j n j V o -
" A J V P V 1 a .df?L> 
^ A ^ V ^ - I V 

P\Jcr<IJc ^ j r " V K T ' 
> 5b ' D -
T c- c_ > *d l r ^ , b , 
A L A c- c H o- , 
" C L V r Jc-V<-
do- T ' d A ^ n v -
j n > r T 4 . 
Cd V P V A D T 
A T « > c r i 

A -o "b
 sr D r " 

r V < r > c s v . 
C C ' S A ?> J c 

< C C L L c 

> 1 b b A V c - ( _ > d T d v 

Lfl 'L <Co-c CLV J"' 

J O * , ,£ENlANDfC 

the past four years). She noted her two university degrees, 
one of which is a Masters degree in Education from the 
Universities of Alaska and Copenhagen. The importance of 
this was underlined later when she said, "We should en­
courage our children to get a Western education because 
this is a tool to preserve our Inuit culture." She also de­
nounced anti-hunting activism and anti-development activ­
ism as activities that threaten the future of Inuit people. 

MacLean, who is based in Barrow, Alaska, says there 
will probably be ICC offices in Barrow and Anchorage, 
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Mary Simon among Greenland delegates upon receiving the Order of Greenland 

staffed by five people. Offices will be maintained in Canada 
and Greenland. New offices are planned for Chukotka. 

Mary Simon, the outgoing President of ICC had many 
words of praise for the staff that worked with her over the 
past six years, and in return, received quite a few accolades 
from delegates and dignitaries. One of the most significant 
was the medal she received from Greenland. It is the highest 
medal of recognition in Greenland, and was the first time it 
was awarded to a Canadian. Simon received the award 
graciously . 

The new executive council for the ICC is the following: 
Minnie Grey, and Les Carpenter (Canada), Gloria Simmonds 
and John Shaeffer (Alaska), Ingmar Egede and Aqqaluk 
Lynge (Greenland), and Zoya Ivanova and Ludmila Aina 
(Russian Republic). 

Before the transfer of power, we should mention that 
one of the most significant, and truly emotional moments 
occurred in the history of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference. 
It happened late in the afternoon (at 6:32 P.M. mountain 
time, actually) , when it was announced that the Russian 
delegation would become full members. Like a huge 
wave, the entire gymnasium stood and 
gave the Russians 
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a thunderous ovation which lasted for about two minutes. 
Zoya Ivanova went to the microphone, and briefly said, "I 
want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for this 
moment of joy." 

Significantly, Flossie Hopsen spoke shortly afterwards, 
saying, "This is truly symbolic. We no longer see an empty 
seat at the Russian table. We have fulfilled the vision of my 
father," referring to Eben Hopson, who founded the Inuit 
Circumpolar Conference. She called for a moment of si­
lence for her late father. 

Entertainment 
The conference ended as it had begun, with drum 

dancers drumming, guitar players strumming, and singers 
humming. The entertainment at this event was superb 
throughout. The weather helped. It was mostly sunny and 
warm the whole week. The bands played under the mid­
night sun to crowds composed of Inuit from all parts of the 
Arctic, locals, Northerners, and a good number of tourists 
who actually drove to Inuvik up the Dempster Highway. 

•AJ ' I : < lo 'br>" 
ba.Cn>" C* < 

(L-R): Alaskan Jimmy Stotts, Greenlander Hans Pavia Rosing. 
Canadian Don Allard 

"Inuvik—All Services Available", reads the sign on the 
outskirts of town. 

Greenland night was a memorable evening. Hosted by 
Hans Pavia Rosing, it featured the group of 'uaajeertut'— 
those little Greenlandic monsters who make horrible faces 
at the crowd. Lizzie Palliser, who we sat with forthe evening, 
was scared out of her wits whenever one came by. They 
were real crowd pleasers. As were the Mik Choir, brought 
over from Denmark. The choir is a long time tradition in that 
country, and includes some Greenlanders. Hans Pavia 
Rosing says he was a member for eight years. The choir 
sang mostly accapella, dressed in traditional costumes— 
the women with colorful beadwork shawls around their 
shoulders, sealskin pants, coloured leggings, and kamiks, 
the men with black pants and white tops. Their traditional 
songs were spiritually uplifting. 

On many evenings, we looked out into the crowd, 
singing along and clapping. We could see Don Allard 
renewing old friendships with Jimmy Stotts and Hans Pavia 
Rosing. Don Watt took in his first ICC assembly. Joanassie 
Tookalook sat in the stands, watching the bands, as did 
Johnny Epoo. 

Previously, on Canada night, the crowd rocked to the 
music of William Tagoona, Susan Aglukark, and Kashtin. 
The Montagnais rock duo from Quebec sang all their hits, a 
Beatles medley, and a stirring rendition of 'Imagine', by 
John Lennon, a fine note to end this chronicle on • 

http://ba.Cn


C o - < c - A > 
i n t e r v i e w : 

D a n i e l 
E p o o 

-<c- A > dOrS.-

S J c <^c_NR'7>r'Lc-

sr A'-iP^'O' W B -
<^Jo-. C'a. 

4 i r l V < t > l j < V i r 
L P 1 A d c 

> 5 D o- 5 s %r * o- , 
Cd'a.PLc-,3"' CVL 
NR>< «p^Ln-VL-
c - V H o - ' , < L L J 
A J A 1 A o - < V t - n . -
a - V o - " AJ*O-C— 
L sr 'o- b . LP' RA> < 

D K S c K M* c 

c o - < t - R ~ B <>J-N 
A P r r ' d j J . 

Daniel Epoo has been 
the Corporate Secre­
tary for Makivik Cor­
poration for six and a 
half years. Although 
one of the youngest 
members of the Maki­
vik Executive, he has 
witnessed consider­
able change in the or­
ganization, and in the 
world of Inuit politics 
in general. Makivik 
News spoke to Daniel 
in late August. 
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M akivik News: Political evolution is the theme of this 
issue of Makivik News, something we've seen quite a lot of 
this this summer at ICC, the national scene, and in Northern 
Quebec with your re-election, and more recently, changes 
at Avataq. Let's start with your re-election. When you think 
back on that time, what has changed in the way our leaders 
in Nunavik get elected in 1992, asopposedto 15or20years 
ago? 

Daniel Epoo: A decade ago, elections were under 
company policy which Makivik had made. At an Annual 
General Meeting there would be an election for President, 
elected only by the delegates at the meeting. That was 
changed when the question came up regarding self-gov­
ernment. Makivik was the only organization that was able to 
lead political issues. So about five or six years ago we 
changed the election procedures for Makivik, enabling all 
the beneficiaries of the James Bay and Northern Quebec 
Agreement to elect their leaders. That change was mostly 
because of self-government. It's still effective today, and 
more people believe in this procedure than the old one. 

MN: You traveled to Inuvik to attend the Sixth General 
Assembly of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference in July. That 
week was marked by a changing of the President. Eileen 
MacLean of Barrow, Alaska replaced Mary Simon. What do 
you think about the new leader of the Inuit Circumpolar 
Conference? 

DE: With all due respect to Eileen MacLean, I've seen 
considerable changes in recognition of ICC when Mary 
Simon was President. I don't expect that much from Eileen, 
but the things that Mary has done to date, I'm sure she will 
continue to pursue, however I don't see any major achieve­
ments within the next three years. 

MN: There was a public denunciation of the way the 
new leader was elected. Daly Sambo, another Alaskan 
delegate made a speech which criticized the ICC for not 
allowing her to run publicly. Why was the election of the new 
President handled the way it was? 

DE: Greenland and Alaska, and some delegates from 
Canada felt that it was Alaska's turn to have a leader. That 
was only an assumption on their part because there's no 
such thing in the policies or by-laws of ICC that it should be 
that way. The denunciation was caused by the internal 
politics of that conference. I'll give you an example, Daly 
Sambo was not allowed to be nominated by her own people 
—the Alaskans. The Canadians wanted to have at least two 
candidates, which was blocked by technicalities at that 
conference. I think that those people are assuming that the 
presidency should go in order—Greenland, Canada, and 
then Alaska—it's nowhere in the by-laws. I wasn't happy 
about that. I guess it will be discussed at the next General 
Assembly, because it is an issue, and it's a serious one. 

I was quite happy that she made that speech. I was 
one of the supporters of Daly Sambo. I always have been, 
because of her aspirations, and her beliefs about how 
things should be run. I'm happy that she had a chance to 
say what she did because the so-called most democratized 
country in the world—the US, the people from Alaska— 
blocked that democracy, which means the elections would 
have had a choice of at least two people or three people. 
That's democracy. 

EH 
MAKIVIK NEWS 
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MN: On a more positive note, what was the highlight for 
you at the ICC general assembly this summer? 

DE: The Russians coming in for the first time. We've 
had those empty seats for something like two past meet­
ings of ICC. It was good to see them. Now we have a full 
circle of Inuit Circumpolar People, which was very well 
appreciated, a big achievement on Mary Simon's part, and 
the ICC Executive. It's good to have them as part of our 
team, because we all have common problems, and com­

mon goals. 
Another thing that the conference came up with was 

the Circumpolar Business Summit, which should be held 
before the end of November. There has never been a real 
summit just on those issues—business development. That 
was a highlight because we've been running into all kinds of 
problems here in Quebec exporting goods, or whatever 
goods we have, we haven't been able to do very much, and 
now we can at least discuss them with partners in Alaska 
and Greenland. 

MN: During the Elders Conference in Salluit this sum­
mer, there was also some political evolution. Johnny Epoo 
is no longer the president. He's been replaced by Mary 
Palliser. How significant a development is this for the cul­
tural protection of the Inuit in Nunavik? 

DE: We have yet to see. Mary just started. Johnny has 
been there for a long time. I was also working for Johnny at 
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one point back in 1981, and our budgets weren't even 
$100,000 at that time. Now they're over a million dollars. I 
think Johnny has done a very good job to date, and Avataq 
is stronger than it ever was. I respect the decision of the 
delegates who voted for Mary, and that's just part of 
evolution. I'm hoping that I will be working closely with 
Avataq like I always have been under Makivik with Johnny 
Epoo. 

MN:Let's talk about Makivik now Daniel, and your role 
as Corporate Secretary. How has that job evolved over the 
time that you've held the position? 

DE: I went in about six and a half years ago with a few 
changes in mind, especially in administration, the treatment 
of employees, and training. We have a very effective 
training department now, which is no longer under my 
department since last year. We've done quite well in the 
area of training pilots for Air Inuit. As well, we've done a lot 
of technical training for Makivik and other organizations 
who need help, such as Avataq. I think we've achieved a lot 
in administration. We've made better arrangements for 
employees. We're more compatible with the other organi­
zations, in terms of salaries, and benefits, which our em­
ployees and staff hopefully appreciate. 

There are some areas in which I'm still not satisfied. The 
most serious issues have to do with economic and social 
problems in the communities. As well, I've always tried to 
convince the Board of Directors to relocate Makivik's op­
erations from Montreal. That would increase economic 
development and employment among beneficiaries, and 
the visibility of Makivik Corporation generally. The benefici­
aries would appreciate, and use Makivik more if it were in 
the North. On the issue of relocation, I have pushed it to a 
point where I feel that enough has been done to take such 
a decision at the next budget meeting in November. We 
have finalized all our studies in terms of cost of relocation, 
training, all aspects that are connected to relocation. It has 
always been up to the Board of Directors to prioritize this. 
I have done my job in giving them the information that they 

have asked for in order for them to 
makeadecision. It's now their choice. 

MN: Finally, Daniel, looking into 
the future about leadership. There 
was a lot of talk at the ICC assembly 
this summer in Inuvik about the type 
of people that Inuit should elect as 
their leaders. When you think of your 
own children, what sort of skills will 
they have to acquire to become fu­
ture Nunavik leaders? 

DE: I think all the Nunavik lead­
ers at this time have done very well, 
although we all lack education. I think 
we've learned from the past, and 
we're doing quite well to date. From 
what I've experienced personally. I 

can say that they'll need to complete their education, not 
only high school, but college, and perhaps university. If 
people are interested in any of these positions, I would 
suggest that they complete their education, complete busi­
ness administration, political science—not necessarily the 
political science of Ottawa, but the politics science of 
Nunavik, and the ICC world. I would also suggest young 
people to think about becoming lawyers if they are looking 
for a career at Makivik. I would urge young people to 
complete their education, and most of all, enjoy their lives • 
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I 1 etiring after 28 years, a little more than a quarter 
of a century. It's more than a generation. It's something to 
underline, I guess," says Roger Beaudoin. He was speak­
ing, shortly after the going away luncheon held for him in 
June in Quebec City. 

Beaudoin was one of the first Quebec civil servants to 
work in Nunavik. Over the course of his career, he witnessed 
the transformation of Northern Quebec. He observed the 
founding of the Northern Quebec Inuit Association, and 
how those members went on to negotiate and sign the 
James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement (JBNQA), the 
formation of Makivik Corporation, and the subsequent 
purchase of Air Inuit, and other subsidiary corporations. 

A Well Timed Phone Call 
With this in mind, Makivik News phoned Beadoin right 

after his special luncheon, and caught him in a talkative 
mood. We asked him to reminisce, and to think about how 
the people and the region have evolved over a generation. 
We started by asking about his first experience of going up 
to Northern Quebec. He remembered it well. 

"That was on the 5th of August, 1964. I went up from 
Roberval to Fort Chimo. We used to call Kujjuaq Fort Chimo 
back then. It was a C-46 Nordair plane. It took five hours 
from Roberval in Lac St. Jean to Fort Chimo. There were not 
many buildings there at that time in 1964. The majority of the 
Inuit were living in shacks along the river. There were just a 
few new type of the A-Type houses Indian Affairs used to 
build. There were about maybe a dozen of them near the 
Hudson's Bay store. And then a few matchboxes, because 
that was the new model then. They were brand new. And 
that was about it. There were a few houses there for the 
federal civil servants, and there were a few for the provincial 
civil servants that were just arriving. They started arriving in 
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1963. The population at that time was about 500 people. 
There were 800 dogs. It was spectacular to see this, 800 
dogs howling at night at the same time." 

"So that was the start. I was designated as the assist­
ant to the local agent. The first thing that I did there was to 
help build a garage. That's the garage in front of the fire hall. 
I was taking courses in Inuktitut from the local priest, Father 
Schneider, one hour a day, five days a week. 

"There was only one radio-telephone. There was not 
even a radio-telephone elsewhere in other villages then. It 
was just a radio-telephone from Kuujjuaq to the South. And 
if you wanted to communicate with the rest of the Ungava 
Bay, well you had to go through the Father's network. They 
had a few C-19s from the army, radio communications. And 
you would call at night, and not everywhere. You would call 
only in Kangiqsujjuaq, or in Salluit, or in Povungnituk. And 

elsewhere, well there 
was no means of com­
munications period." 

"And then of 
course there was no 
plane going up every 
day. You can imagine. 
If you wanted to have a 
plane, well you had to 

charter a plane every time you wanted to go somewhere. 
And then of course the others would use your plane to put 
mail on it, to put parcels, or whatever. And then you would 
put your own parcels the next day, and things like this." 

"When I first started my office was in a room, in a 
bedroom. And then I remember I had an old typewriter 
there, and then there was a box with some files in it. There 
was only one letter in it. It means that you really start from 
the bottom." 
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Bye Bye Roger 

"Of course from this, I have wit­
nessed the evolution of all this, you 
know, the beginning of Quebec serv­
ices, the beginning of improving fed­
eral services, and then up to now. It's 
quite a period. We have lived a very 
fast evolution in the past 28 years. 
And especially when the implementa­
tion of the James Bay and Northern 
Quebec Agreement was made. That 
was a turning point, I would say, for 
the North." 

Political 
Change 

We shifted 
gears a bit 
a n d 
s t a r t e d 
t a l k i n g 
a b o u t 
some of 
the politi­
cal events 
he'd ob­
s e r v e d , 
such as 

t h e 

signing of the JBNQA. Beaudoin im­
mediately spoke about Charlie Watt. 
"He had a vision," Roger remarked. 
"It was not obvious at all at that time 
that he would sign the Agreement. It 
was not obvious at all that it was a 
good thing for everybody. During that 
time the Inuit were talking about the 
Quebec Government as being the 
small government, compared to the 
federal government which was the 
big government. Even in Inuktitut you 
would say, 'governamentapik', or 
'governamentaluk'. It was not obvi­
ous at all that Quebec was able to 
make a difference. 

"On top of this, Charlie Watt and 
his colleagues made a choice to be­
come integrated into the Quebec 
economy, and the Quebec system as 
well. They had decided to take the 
administrative infrastructure, non-eth­
nic, choosing the municipal system 
and all this. 

"The proof has been made now 
that he was right. Because would you 
imagine that without an Agreement 
that Quebec would have spent like 
we've spent? And I can tell you now 
that we've spent 1.7 billion dollars in 
the last 17 years. Not million, but 

billion dollars! The agreement was 
signed 16 years ago, but we 

didn't start to implement it until 
à late in the 70s. So within a 

period of 12 years 1.7 bil­
lion has been spent. Out 

if. of this, 500 million has 
been invested in all 

kinds of infrastructure, 
k $141 million has been 

spent in housing 
'\f\. units only. 1576 

s housing units have 
been built or re­
built since 1980, 

eluding this 
year. 

"Can you 
magine that 

this would have 
been done 
wi thout the 
signing of the 
Agreement? 
Never in 100 
years. Then 
you had that 
airstrip pro­
gram for 
$105 million. 
Then you 
had the mu­
nicipal infra­
structures. 

Then you had the construction of 
schools and municipal offices, and 
streets, water systems and so on. I 
cannot believe, knowing howthegov-
ernment works, that such a thing 
would be possible without such an 
Agreement," Beaudoin noted, before 
adding an emphatic, "Never!" 

We've Tasted Autonomy 
Towards the end of our conver­

sation, we referred to the fact that 
Roger Beaudoin was not only retir­
ing, but leaving the country. He'll be 
spending his retirement in Bergerac, 
a small town in France. We thought 
that having spent 28 years working 
with the Inuit of Nunavik that eventu­
ally, perhaps ten years from now, in 
the year 2002, he might want to re­
turn to Nunavik to see how things will 
be. So we asked him about that, and 
he ended up saying that, in a small 
way, we have already seen the fu­
ture. 

"About ten years ago," he be­
gan, "when Makivik started to have 
theirannual general assemblies, they 
would produce a report every year. If 
you look at these reports, you will 
see that they were complaining— 
there's a lack of funding, there's this 
and that. That doesn't work, and this 
doesn't work, and so on. They were 
only complaining, period." 

"Go back to the Annual Report 
from last year, and you will see Charlie 
Watt saying, 'Well next year is going 
to be very exciting. You'll see we are 
in constitutional negotiations,' and 
so on, 'It's going to be very exciting 
for us,' you know. And they were 
talking about the purchasing of First 
Air, and what Air Inuit was doing, and 
the good profits they were making, 
and Avataq, and the school board, 
and all kinds of activities they're hav­
ing now, and it is themselves who are 
doing this. Of course they are helped 
by some white people, but more and 
more they are involved in their own 
affairs, and more and more they are 
learning about all this." 

"If you would talk to other native 
people, who have not signed such 
an agreement, you would be able to 
see the difference. You would see 
one that has practiced autonomy, 
who know what they are talking 
about, and the other ones are just 
waiting to see this," Roger said, paus­
ing to emphasize the point. 

We thanked him for the inter­
view, wished him well in Bergerac, 
and said, "Bye Bye, Roger." • 
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How Others See Us. Jim Boothroyd writes for 
McGill News. He traveled to Akulivik to write 
this story for his own publication. It is re­
printed here with permission. Photos by 
Normand Blouin. 
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A 
m m kulivik, Quebec—Spring 1992: Outside the class­
room window, a blizzard is blowing. The temperature has 
dropped to minus 30 degrees Celsius, visibility is zero and 
husky dogs lie curled-up, cradling little drifts of powdery 
snow. Inside, it is warm. Emily Ohaituk sits on the floor 
placing orange and blue blocks on two sheets of white 
paper: one in front of her colleague, Qiallak Qumaaluk. 
Speaking Inuktitut, Ohaituk explains to the ten Inuit primary 
school teachers, all of them women, how the Swiss psy­
chologist Jean Piaget designed the test to assess a child's 
awareness of space. She says Qumaaluk will play the part 
of the child, and she will be the teacher: 

"This is a frozen lake and these are ice fishing huts," 
Ohaituk says, pointing to the paper and blocks. "Do we 
have equal space for fishing?" 

"Yes," replies Qumaaluk. "But my huts are all in one 
corner and yours are far apart." 

Ohaituk nods approval, then explains to the women 
how Piaget used the test to indicate when a child had 
entered the "operational" stage of cognitive development. 
They discuss the test, its relevance to Inuit children, and 
they agree it could be useful in their classrooms back 
home. 

The teachers have come to Akulivik for an intensive 
seven-day course, called "Cultivating Language and 
Thought in Inuit Children." It is one of 15 courses they will 
need to complete an unusual teacher-training certificate 
designed by the Kativik School Board in collaboration with 
McGill University. For McGill, the teacher-training program 
is the flagship of its Native and Northern Education Pro­
grams, which serve most of Quebec's First Nations—the 
Inuit, Crée, Mohawk, Micmac and Algonquin. For educa­
tors as far afield as Peru and Australia, it is a model of co­
operation between native and non-native people. For the 
Inuit—a people who only 40 years ago seemed doomed— 
it is a ray of hope. 

In the 1940s, the federal government opened the first 
schools in the north, with the explicit aim of assimilating the 
Inuit into the mainstream of Qallunaat Canadian society. 
The language of instruction was English, and Inuit children 
who dared to speak Inuktitut were liable to have their 
knuckles rapped. Mercifully, with schools came modern 
health care and a sharp decline in infant mortality. So began 
a revenge of the cradle. Today, there are about 25,000 Inuit 
in northern Canada (7,000 in Northern Quebec) and the 
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average live birthrate tops 64 per thousand—four times the 
national average—which makes the Inuit one of the fastest 
growing ethnic minorities in the world. 

With greater numbers came greater political clout, and 
the Inuit used this prior to signing the James Bay and 
Northern Quebec Agreement in 1975. This opened the way 
for the federal and provincial governments to begin the first 
phase of the massive James Bay hydro-electric project, but 
it also gave the Northern Crée and the Inuit a degree of self-
government. 

Greater autonomy and a growing population are ben­
eficial, however the Inuit still face a precarious future. For 
one thing, they have no viable economy. In Akulivik, as in 
other Inuit settlement, a few people make a living carving 
soapstone, others find employment in the local Co-op 
store, the municipal office or water pumping facility, or as 
nurses or teachers. Warm, modern houses, built by the 
provincial government, have replaced igloos and tents, but 
in come communities, as many as 80 percent of adults find 
themselves dependent on welfare—financially out in the 
cold. Although without a promising economic project, the 
Inuit have focused much of their energy on preserving their 
language and culture. A key to this is a clause in the James 
Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement that gives the Crée 
and Inuit the right to run their own schools, develop their 
own curricula, and train their own teachers. 

Having won this right in 1975, the Inuit looked for a 
Canadian university to help develop their own teacher-
training program, but it was part happenstance that they 
chose McGill. McGill's strong card was education profes­
sor Jack Cram. In the early 1970s, Cram had established 
teacher-training programs in the small settlements on the 
lower north shore of the St. Lawrence and in the Iles de la 
Madeleine in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. But in 1972 he 
suffered a heart attack, and by 1975 he was living on 
borrowed time. 

It was then, on a flight to the North, that he met the 
director general of the Commission Scolaire du Nouveau 
Québec, the precursor of Kativik. The man asked Cram if he 
was interested in setting up a training program for Inuit 
teachers, and Cram immediately took interest. "It was a 
happy meeting of minds," says Kativik's director of teacher 
training, Doris Winkler. "It was easy with McGill. They were 
very open to suggestions and Jack Cram always provided 
people with expertise in working with native people in 
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which they choose French or English 
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outlying areas." 
The Inuit proposal gave Cram a 

new lease on life, and he lived another 
11 years—long enough to see the 
McGill-Kativik program mature. But it 
was a challenge. "In the early stages, 
we often walked a fine line between 
satisfying the scholarly demands of 
the university and meeting the needs 
of the Inuit community," says Profes­
sor John Wolforth, who took over as 
director of McGill's Native and North­
ern Education Program soon after 
Cram died in 1986. "We were not 
missionaries: the Inuit came to us and 
they could sever the relationship at 
any time. Sometimes we had to make 
compromises, but I saw this as a form 
of affirmative action." 

McGill therefore provided the 
expertise, and Kativik called the shots. 
For instance, the school board speci­
fied that instruction was to be given 
by Inuit teachers, in Inuktitut, and the 
courses were to be offered on an in-
service basis in the North, so that 
participants could hold down primary 
school teaching jobs. (Inuit teachers 
were desperately needed in the class­
room since Kativik was making its 
schools fully bilingual—Inuktitut from 
kindergarten to grade three, and a 
choice of French or English after­
wards.) The teacher-training courses 
were therefore offered twice a year, 
during summer and winter sessions. 
Each session was to be held in a 
different Inuit settlement to give ex­
posure to the program and broaden 
the horizons of the participants. 

The resulting 45-credit program 
takes four to five years to complete 
and concentrates on three main areas: 
Inuit child development, the Inuktitut 
language, and teaching methods. 
Most of the trainee teachers have not 
finished high school—either because 
the schools in their communities did 
not go up to 
grade 12 or 
b e c a u s e , 
wi th very 
few jobs 
a v a i l a b l e , 
there was 
little incentive for them to study. 
Nevertheless, candidates for the 
McGill-Kativik program must meet 
other requirements: they must speak, 
read and write fluent Inuktitut, hold a 
teaching job and be recommended 
by their communities. By the time the 
trainees have done the certificate they 
are eligible to enter the second year of 
a McGil l bachelor 's degree in 

CE 

education. Since it began in 1975, 27 
Inuit teachers have completed the 
certificate, and this year 70 are enrolled 
in the program, with a further 16 
graduates pursuing the McGill 
Bachelors of Education degree. 

In Akulivik, the day of the blizzard 
begins with a quiz. Afterwards, 
Qumaaluk reminds the students about 
how they will be graded: 40 percent 
for tests covering each day's work, 30 
percent for a paper on Piaget, and 30 
percent for participation in class and 
attendance. Qumaaluk then runs over 
the schedule 
for the re­
maining four 
days: a day 
on child de­
v e l o p m e n t 
and language 
acquisi t ion, 
two days 
when local 
elders will 
come into the 
class to dis­
cuss Inuit 
ways of 
t e a c h i n g , 
and a day on 
bilingualism 
and special 
education. 

N e x t , 
they plunge 
into cognitive 
development: the 
theories of Piaget 
and the Russian 
psychologist Lev Vygotsky. Ohaituk 
takes the chalk, draws stick figures 
on the board, and explains how Piaget 
believed that children were active 
learners who progressed through de­
velopmental stages as they learned 
to think and speak, stages that were 
biological ly determined. Piaget 

t h o u g h t 
they learned 
by doing 
things: talk­
ing to their 
peers about 
what they 

saw, smelled ortouched. By contrast, 
she says, Vygotsky gave greater im­
portance to the role of adults and 
elders in instructing children. Ohaituk 
asks the teachers which of the theo­
ries best explains the experience of 
Inuit children. 

There is a silence. Annie Alaku 
from Inukjuak confers quietly with 
Hanna Imiq from Kangiqsujjuaq then 

reports that they think Piaget better 
explains the behaviour of Inuit chil­
dren. She says Inuit children learn by 
careful observation to hunt and fish 
and sew kamituainak (sealskin 
mukluks). The teachers agree on this 
but they concede that Vygotsky's 
theories seem relevant too. They all 
laugh when Annie Baron f rom 
Kangiqsujjuaq wistfully suggests that 
Vygotsky cannot be trusted because 
he was a Russian and all Russians are 
Communists. 

The day after the blizzard, Satur-

Course instructor Eyuka Pinguartuq, a holder of the McGill Certif icate in Native and 
Northern Education 
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day, the topic is traditional Inuit ways 
of learning and the atmosphere is 
relaxed and fr iendly . Eyuka 
Pinguartuq, who, like the other in­
structors, is a graduate of the McGill-
Kativik program, stands at the front of 
the classroom, while her daughter 
plays quietly at the back. Everyone is 
dressed casually in jeans and lus­
trous kamituinak, or fluorescent-
striped running shoes. Pinguartuq 
writes on the board using the Inuktitut 
syllabic alphabet and, occasionally, 
Roman letters for certain English 
words like cognitive development and 
the names of McGill researchers Don 
Taylor, Alice Eriks-Brophy, and Martha 
Crago. She explains how Professor 
Crago and her doctoral student 
Shanley Allen studied Inuit children in 
the Ungava communities of Quaqtaq 
and Kangirsukand discovered marked 
di f ferences between the way 
Qallunaat and Inuit parents raise their 
young. 
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For instance, Inuit parents, un­
like their Qallunaat counterparts, sel­
dom converse with small children. 
Rather, they encourage children to 
learn by listening and observing their 
elders, and this approach seems to 
work. The average Inuit child masters 
the grammar of his or her language 
and uses the sophisticated passive 
form of verbs well before a Qallunaat 
child of the same age. This is more 
impressive when one considers the 
complexity of Inuktitut, a language in 
which words may be composed of 
many morphemes, the basic units of 
meaning. For instance, 'illujuaraa-
lummuulaursimanniginamalittauq' 
means, "but also, because I never 
went to the really big house." As well, 
Inuktitut verbs have as many as 900 
different endings. 

Pinguartuq points out that, given 
different experiences at home, it is no 
surprise that Inuit and Qallunaat chil­
dren behave differently in the class­
room. Whereas Qallunaat teachers 
frequently quiz their pupils and en­
courage them to vie with one another 
in answering questions, Inuit kids are 
liable to sit silently in class. They may 
look away when teachers speak to 
them, they will walk over to a friend's 
desk to get the answer to a question, 
and they will leave the room to go to 
the toilet without asking permission. 
This is normal behaviour, but it might 
drive the uninformed Qallunaat 
teacher to distraction. 

In the classroom the teachers 
watch a videotape that shows the 
progress of an Inuit boy as he learns 
his mother tongue. The video was 
made by Qallunaat researchers at 
McGill, but the teachers agree that it 
fairly reflects the experience of their 
people. "We translate the McGill 
course into Inuktitut because it works," 
says the instructor Qumaaluk. "We 
have to teach Qallunaat ways in 
Inuktitut because people like Jean 
Piaget were really smart. He talked 
about child development and his ideas 
were universal. Now we have a new 
culture with Inuit and Qallunaat ways." 

By eight o'clock, when the work­
day ends, it is dark outside. The 
women quickly don their fur-lined 
parkas and boots and set out across 
the squeaky snow towards the homes 
of the families where they are billeted. 
From the north, fluorescent green fin­
gers of light reach out across the 
blue-black sky. Someone roars by on 
a skidoo. McGill seems far away, but 
classes will begin again on Monday • 
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siaja Pirti 

Siaja Pirti's life reflects the ex­
traordinary experience of many of the 
Inuit teachers who take the McGill-
Kativik certificate. The Akulivik pri­
mary school teacher was born in an 
igloo outside the Hudson Bay settle­
ment of Povungnituk on "the coldest 
day " in January 1956. Three of her 
sisters died before the age of one, so 
her family said that if she was able to 
survive the cold, she would survive 

anything. 
She thrived. 

Her father was a 
hunter who 
taught her how 
to seal an igloo 
with soft snow; 
her mother was 
a soapstone 
carver who 
bought her new 
dresses and jew­
ellery with the 
money she made 
from gambling. 
She was five 
when she and 
her family first 
moved into a 
house, and 14 
when she quit 
school to be­
come a cashier 
at the Hudson 
Bay. Later, she 
worked as an in­

terpreter for an English nurse, as a 
bank teller, and as an assistant man­
ager of the Bay. 

In the 1970s, when people began 
returning to Akulivik—which had been 
abandoned for two decades after a 
tuberculosis epidemic—the commu­
nity voted for Pirti to be a teacher, so 
she gave up her well-paid job and 
enrolled in the McGill-Kativik program. 

"At first I was very shy," she re­
calls. "I felt threatened going to other 
villages and seeing all these strange 
people. The good thing about the 
course was how we really began to 
think for Inuit people and how we can 
support ourselves. I never bothered 
to find any other job after that. I just 
loved it." 
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Plane from 
Downunder 

The latest addition to Air Inuit's fleet of 
planes is a Beechcraft Super King Air 200C, 
which was flown all the way from Cairns, Aus­
tralia. The special feature of this plane is the extra 
large cargo door, which will permit the smooth 
entry and exit of a medivac unit. There are only 
about 100 of these planes in existence. 

Air Inuit Pilots Pierre Laplante and Claude 
Roy, and Director of Maintenance Marcel Gallante 
got the hardship assignment to fly the plane 
back to Canada after Bob Davis and the Air Inuit 
Chief Inspector finished negotiations with 
Skywest Aviation. 

After a ten day wait for an engine part, the Air 
Inuit pilots made eight stops in five days before 
arriving in Montreal August the 21st. Their route 
was: Cairns, Australia; Port Moresby, Papua 
New Guinea; Ponapee, Caroline Islands; Wake 
Island (U.S. Air Force Base), Micronesia; Midway 
Island (U.S. Naval Base), Honolulu; Adak Island, 
Aleutian Islands; Fairbanks, Alaska; Edmonton, 
Alberta; Winnipeg, Manitoba; Montreal, Que­
bec. Chief Pilot Pierre Laplante says the longest 
stretch was between Adak and Midway. They 
flew 1,422 nautical miles over seven and a half 
hours. Also, their original plan was to go through 
Anchorage, but an active volcano closed the 
airport. So they went through Fairbanks instead 

The plane will be used or charters and 
medivacs. It has a range of 1,200 nautical miles 
at a cruising speed of 300 mph. Air Inuit paid 
roughly $1-million U.S. for the ten year old plane, 
which was used by Skywest Aviation in Cairns 
for coastal patrol. 
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inukjuak'* 
Pool 

This summer the Munici­
pality of Inukjuak constructed 
a heated swimming pool out­
side the Sikulik Arena. The 
fiberglass pool, which was 
prefabricated in Quebec City, 
is enclosed by a wooden in­
f ras t ruc ture and wil l be 
capped by a tent top. 

The local golfers were a 
bit put off because the pool is 
on the fringe of the 9th hole. 
But, the pool makes a good 
water trap, and the kids say 
they'll fish the balls out of the 
pool if any of them get in. The 
penalty for the shallow end 
will be one stroke. Two strokes 
for the deep end. 

Lf>A>< 3SS"> vr< 
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Music and 
Sport at 
Summer 
Festival 

The populat ion of 
Povungnituk nearly dou­
bled between August 3rd 
and August 14th for the 
17th Annual Eastern Arctic 
Cultural Festival. While it is 
estimated that the event 
will cost the town 
$100,000, the local 
economy got a big boost 
during the festival. 

Musical performers 
included Susan Aglukark 
and the Arctic Rose Band, 
Tracy Trescott and The 
Lonesome Daddy Band, 

Charlie Panigoniak, Uvagut 
from Iqaluit , and 
Povungnituk's own Snow-
flake Dancers. 

Approximately 250 
athletes from 13 Nunavik 
communities, and 4 com­
munities from the North­
west Territories partici­
pated in the games. Salluit 
came out on top with 185 
points, Kuujjuaq was sec­
ond with 125 points, and 
the home team was third 
with 80 points. Salluit 
gained 75 of their points in 
the traditional Inuit games, 
and did especially well in 
the men's and women's 
high kicking events. 
Kangiqsujuaq's male and 
female volleyball players 
still remain unbeaten. 

Next year's festival in 
Kingait will feature sports 
only, while plans are in the 
works for a music festival 
in Sanikiluak in 1994. 
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Makivik 
House 

On Friday, August 
28th, Makivik purchased 
this historic stone house 
on one of Quebec City's 

most fashionable streets: 
La Grande Allée. It is situ­
ated beside the Concorde 
Hotel, and near the Plains 
of Abraham 

Makivik's Quebec City 
office will move there once 
renovations are done. 
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Air Inuit 
Helps Out 

Despite this year's 
cutbacks in the airline in­
dustry, many organiza­
tions and individuals have 
received donations in the 
form of reduced fares, 
materials, or money from 
Air Inuit. 

The Co-op Store in 
Umiujaq, which was de­
stroyed by fire and had to 
be reconst ruc ted , re­
ceived $35,000 to restock 
their new shelves. 

The Native Friendship 
Center, Avataq Cultural 
Institute, and the Nunavik 
Tourism Association have 
all received financial as­
sistance for their general 
operations. 

Air Inuit also approved 
free or reduced travel rates 
to various conferences 
and social events, de­
pending on the circum­
stances of each request 
for aid. 
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counting 
Belugas 

After consulting with 
mayors from the Nunavik 
communities, and Makivik 
representatives in June 
1992, the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans 
(DFO) has given the go-
ahead for a beluga count. 

In August, Makivik 
Corporat ion received 
$253,000 from DFO to co­
ordinate research projects 

with Inuit representatives. 
The money will be used to 
count beluga whales based 
on aerial photographs, and 
on sightings at coastal sta­
tions in Quaqtaq, Kangir-
suk, Mucalic, Nastapoka, 
and Little Whale River. In 
addition, Nastapoka and 
Mucalic will be used for 
beluga habitat observation 
and to assess the impact 
of human activity on their 
behaviour. 

The money is being 
awarded under the Que­
bec Federal Fisheries De­
velopment Program, ad­

ministered by 
DFO. The pro­
gram seeks to im­
prove commer­
cial fishing in Nu­
navik without en­

dangering the survival of 
fish and marine mammals, 
or interfering with subsist­
ence fishing. 
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Mark T: 
Earning 
His Wings 

Makivik's Third Vice-President, Mark T Gordon co-
piloted a Cessna 172 RG from Montreal to Salluit this 
summer. His route started in Montreal, and touched down 
in Quebec City, Sept lies, Shefferville, Kuujjuaq, Tasiujaq, 
Kangirsuk, Quaqtaq, Kangiqsujjuaq, and Salluit. Gordon, 
and chief pilot Paul Lumsden stayed overnight in Shefferville, 
Kangirsuk, and Salluit. Josepi Padlayat joined them in 
Kuujjuaq. 

Mark T Gordon, President of Air Inuit, has his private 
pilot - single engine license, and will be writing his written 
exam in October. Lumsden, who is a private pilot and flies 
as a hobby, says Mark T is "a very precise, and very 
thoughtful pilot." Lumsden's 14 year old son Padli (named 
after Padli lllisituk in Salluit) was on the trip as well. 

The foursome encountered weather delays in Kangirsuk 
for two days, and spent five days in Salluit, grounded by 
high winds and low clouds. Many people in the communi­
ties knew that Mark T would be flying through in a private 
plane. Some people couldn't believe they would fly in such 
a small plane. Mark T says, "Next time we'll use something 
larger because we were limited by weight as well." 

As co-pilot, Mark T helped to fly the plane, and navi­
gate. One thing that helped them navigate was a portable 
GPS Global Positioning System. It was a small hand held 
device which was constantly fed information by four satel­
lites. They knew their precise position at all times, and could 
determine how long it would take to arrive at their next 
destination. Gordon borrowed the unit from a friend, and 
says the gadget, developed by the military for the Gulf War, 
is good for boaters and hunters, and costs about $1,500. 
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N e w Airports 

Ribbon cutting cer­
emonies were held in 
Aupaluk and Povungnituk 
during the first week of 
September to officially 
open the new airport build­
ings. 

The Mivitiik Airport in 
Aupaluk was christened 
during the noon hour on 
Monday August 31 st. Pro­
vincial and federal minis­
ters, leaders of the Kativik 
Regional Government, and 
invited guests watched as 
Sammy Annahatak cut the 
r ibbon held by Annie 
Akpahatak. Speeches 
were made, gif ts ex­
changed, and then lunch: 
a community feast. 

The next day in 
Povungnituk, the Tasiapik 
Mivvik Airport was opened. 
Shortly after 10:00 A.M. on 
a beautiful sunny day, the 
dignitaries and about 150 
citizens gathered at the 
new airport building, with 
its squeaky clean green 
rubber f loors . Tamusi 
Qumaq, in his enthusiasm 
to cut the ribbon with his 
snow knife, also cut his 
finger. Nothing serious. He 
didn't miss the gift ex­
change. 
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P o w e r 
Sharing 
Milestone 

It's the first of its kind 
in Canada: a transfer of 
administrative power from 
the federal government to 
the Kativik Regional Gov­
ernment. Well, not all the 
power, but enough to ad­
minister all employment 
and training services, for­
merly under the Canada 
Employment and Immigra­
tion Commission. 

Since April, KRG ad­
ministers all employment 

Cbd< 

m>rr< c < - ' A j e l : r<?- & A C J ' J " . ?<r 
L i t 1 , b ^ A . D C S " , n .<" A < r > 
(L-R): Mary Weetaluktuk, Claire Mailhot. Caroline 
Nutara. Real Veilleux 

and training programs and 
services, as well as clerical 
work related to unemploy­
ment insurance. The three 
year agreement (with 
$16.1-mi l l ion funding) 
means Inuit will have to 
deal with fewer bureau­
crats. Also, KRG, which 
knows the region quite 
well, has already opened 
new offices in nine com­
munities. The Inukjuak of­
fice is located in an apart­
ment right across from 
Makivik Corporation. The 
five employees formerly 
working for the Canada 
Employment Centers were 
transferred to the KRG. 

Other native groups 
will be watching closely as 
KRG progresses with this 
experiment of crucial im­
portance towards Inuit self-
government in Nunavik. 
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Y O U T H 
Breaking the 
Silence in 
Povungnituk 

By Robbie Watt 

S uicide is basically the hottest 
topic discussed in all Nunavik com­
munities. Every community has in one 
way or another been affected by this 
dilemma. Unfortunately, Povungnituk 
is now considered to have the highest 
suicide rate in the world. For a popu­
lation of a little over one thousand 
Inuit, a third being youth, five young 
people have taken their lives this year. 

tion between individuals, young and 
old. 

A very neat and strong support 
group for people of all ages, espe­
cially for young adults and adoles­
cents has recently evolved under the 
town council and the Inuulitsivik Hos­
pital. They call themselves "peer 
counselors". The "gang" consists of 
fourteen local volunteers and a su­
pervisor; eight youth and six adults. 

The peer counselors meet every 
Tuesday evening to find ways of meet­
ing the communities immediate needs. 
Dr. Malus, who has been the project 

t 
According to Dr. Michael Malus from 
the Inuulitsivik Hospital, compared to 
the world's statistics, Povungnituk is 
about 2000 percent higher than any 
populated region. On the other hand, 
the community is striving desperately 
to immobilize this recent challenge. It 
is very evident that suicides are due to 
violence, drugs and alcohol, and more 
importantly, the lack of communica-

coordinator right from the start says 
peer counseling has proven to be an 
effective way to aid teenagers with 
depression, "A peer counselor can 
provide advise and support for a trou­
bled teenager to help him or her deal 
with the problem, or when more se­
vere to influence the ailing teenager to 
seek professional assistance from an 
appropriate source." 

In February 1991, "Peer Re­
sources" from the University of Brit­
ish Columbia Faculty of Education 
gave a week long course in Inukjuak 
to seventeen Inuit participants. Four­
teen of the participants were from 
Inukjuak and Povungnituk, and three 
were senior staff from the Kativik 
School Board guidance department. 
Dr. Malus says that the participants 
were taught how to train and super­
vise a group of teenage peer 
counselors. "The major focus of the 
course was to learn to train a group of 
teenager peer counselors to develop 

skills to help other stu­
dents to understand 
their feelings and to 
be able to recognize 
a need for urgent re­
ferral to professional 
helpers when the case 
is beyond their 
scope," adds Dr. 
Malus. 

For approx i ­
mately six months, 
Inukjuak and Povboth 
made efforts to recruit 
and train potential 
peer counselors. Un­
fortunately, taking on 
this kind of work as 
volunteers and pursu­
ing it on their own time 
was just not possible. 
By March 1992 both 
communi t ies had 
trouble maintaining 
their groups. There 
was simply not 
enough supportcom­
ing from both of the 
communities. 

Just as things 
were starting to look 
grim, a video on peer 
counseling made in 
Povungnituk came 
out. Mayor Harry 

Tulugak and the town council were so 
impressed on the content of the video 
and the glimmer of hope that it pre­
sented. As stated by Dr. Malus, "Such 
a program does not need some sala­
ried professionals to assume respon­
sibility for it. In any society going 
through a period of change, young 
people bear the brunt of these 
changes." He adds that supporting 
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Summer 
Camps 

he middle of August brought to 
an end another season of adventure 
at Inukjuak's Nurturalik Traditional 
Youth Camp, and the children's sum­
mer camp at Old Kuujjuaq. 

Around twenty teenagers and 
young adults pitched theirtents about 
four miles north of Inukjuak by freighter 
canoe. For a month, they lived in their 
ancestral style, building a kayak and 
eating the fish and the animals that 
they hunted. 

Kuujjuaq's summer camp was 
divided into five eight-day sessions, 
and was attended by approximately 
seventy children from seven to four­
teen years of age. Half of their time 
was spent near the mouth of the 
Koksoak River, where they also expe­
rienced life out on the land. They 
returned to the site of Old Kuujjuaq to 
play sports, tend to the chickens, and 
participate in other activities. With the 
graveyards so close by, it was a very 
convincing setting for ghost stories. 

Much of this year's funds and 
efforts went into upgrading the build­
ings and equipment in Old Kuujjuaq 
for future years, and plans are being 
made so that the children will be able 
to explore the history of the area next 
summer. 

A video of the Nurturalik tradi­
tional youth camp is now being edited 
and will likely be used for educational 
purposes. 

< o - D ^ H A Lc <L?<<--. < w r W o , "bf> H?^. > t < r , LC <&<J" 
Back (L-R): Tunu Napartuk, Adami Sallualuk. Muncy Novaling. Front (L-R): Annie Kanayuk. Annie Tullaugak, 
Martha Amarualik, Alacie Surusita, Harry Surusila, Sarah Beaulne, Martha Aupaluk 

them isafull time job. Adamie Sallualuk 
was selected as the new supervisor of 
the group. 

Through the direction of the mu­
nicipality, the Inuulitsivik Center and 
Adamie Sallualuk, the group has made 
definite future plans. Aside from con­
tinuous training as individuals and as 
a group, a Youth House is already in 
the process of being built. It will be 
ready and opened by this winter—a 
real home setting where young and 
old could relax. Another project which 
is sought out by many of Nunavik's 
communities is establishing a reha­
bilitation program in 
the North. "A majority 
of Inuit which go into 
these southern based 
programs don't sur­
vive once they go back 
up North," says 
Sallualuk. He also 
adds that many of the 
southern rehab 
centers don't meet the 
Inuit way of life. 

Silence has al­
ways been the Inuit 
way of life. Struggling 
to survive in their harsh environment 
was always their main priority. But in 
reality, this does not apply today. 
Being exposed to other cultures has 
widened the gap between family mem­
bers. To name a few, things like out­
side education, television, and drugs 
and alcohol. Family therapy is pres­
ently being introduced to begin the 

communication between parent and 
child to break the silence. Sallualuk 
feels that being silent leads to isola­
tion, abuse, and finally suicide. He 
feels that it is important that individu­
als in a family must start listening, 
more importantly, must start talking 
about the pains. "Parents who talk 
openly will be seen by their children 
as approachable and the children will 
feel free to bring their worries and 
concerns to them," adds Sallualuk. 

Besides family therapy, the peer 
counselors wish to acknowledge that 
silence can be broken through "Heal­

ing Circle" ses­
sions. Sore Moller 
and Eva Lepage, 
both from the Kati­
vik School Board 
Guidance Depart­
ment, were wel­
comed by the com­
munity and the 
group to introduce 
ways of healing 
oneself. 

In conclusion, 
yes, life is hard. 
However, turning 

to any form of abuse, whether sub­
stance, or violence towards others, or 
oneself is not the answer. Persever­
ing to live is a better choice . 
Povungnituk is taking its first steps to 
"break the silence" that has built up 
over many years of denial in the Nu­
navik region. Congratu la t ions 
Povungnituk • 

WW 
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Meeting of Minds 
in Quebec City 

By Lyndia Cooper 

he First World Indigenous Youth 
Conference in Quebec City, from July 
10th, to July 17th, 1992, was attended 
by aboriginal youth and elders from 
around the world. 

This world event was hosted by 
our neighbours the Crée. About 1,000 
delegates came. Young people from 
three communities represented Nu­
navik. Representatives from 62 differ­
ence native nations attended, making 
this event truly international. Many 
delegates wore their colourful tradi­
tional dress under the flags of South 

responsibilities that aboriginal youth 
face in a rapidly changing world, and 
took the challenge of finding solu­
tions to these problems. 

Keynote speakers were Crée 
Grand Chief Matthew Coon-Come, 
Dr. Erica-Irene Daes, who for many 
years has been an advocate for Indig­
enous rights and recently spoke at 
the United Nations conference in Rio; 
Grand Chief OneOnti, Huron-Wednat 
Nation; and Crée nation Ambassador 
Ted Moses. Other speakers included 
Sir Paul Reeves; Mr. Alain Perreault; 
and Ms. Shireen Malamoo. Nelson 
Mandela sent a video. The message 
was to respect and take pride in who 
you are, remember your traditions 
and culture, keep the spirit alive and 

Afr ica , Hol land 
Panama, Uganda, Spain, Australia, 
Peru, Venezuela, Ecuador, Bolivia, 
North Chile, Mexico, and Sweden. In 
addition, virtually every nation from 
United States, and Canada were 
present. Translation was available only 
in English, French and Spanish. 

Discussions centered around the 
theme, "The Beginning of a New Era", 
and "Mother Earth". It was the first 
attempt to bring together Indigenous 
youth and elders from around the 
world to share their experiences, wis­
dom, ideas, spiritual and cultural be­
liefs. They discussed economic and 
environmental problems, the roles and 

fight for what you believe in. 
Each day started with a sunrise 

ceremony at 4:00 A.M. to take the bus 
to Mother Earth Village, on the Plains 
of Abraham. The conference started 
with morning prayers by elders and 
sacred drumming, followed by the 
guest speaker, and a question period. 
Open forums were held in the after­
noon where youth discussed topics 
of interest. It seems that all youth face 
similar problems regardless of where 
they live. Although the conference 
was non-political, it was impossible 
for any topic to be untouched by 
politics. 

On the third day, many youth 
came forward and expressed con­
cerns that the existing agenda was 
not relevant. A different agenda was 
proposed, adopted, and workshops 
were formed. A representative from 
each nation joined one. New topics 
were Education and Culture, Indig­
enous Rights, Touch of Respect for 
Elders, Environment and Develop­
ment, Women and Society, Role Mod­
els (guidance), and International In­
digenous Youth Council. A chairper­
son and secretary was appointed 
within each workshop. Resolutions 
were printed, copied and distributed 
to all. 

On the fourth day, an open forum 
was held. Resolutionsfrom each work­

shop were dis­
cussed, voted 
on, drafted, and 
sent to the Royal 
Commission on 
behalf of youth. 

On the fifth 
and final day, 
workshop dis­
cussions contin­
ued until the 
wrap-up and 
closing cer­
emony. 

Each eve­
ning at Mother 
Earth Village, del­
egates ce l ­
ebrated with tra­
ditional dancing, 
music, and sing­
ing. Will ie 
Thrasher and 
and Jobie Iqaluk 
created a sculp­

ture. It was fascinating to watch him. 
Two women performed throat sing­
ing. There were teepees, and some 
natives exhibited their various crafts 
and sculptures. A canoe was built, 
and there was much traditional cook­
ing of meat, fish, and bread. 

At 9:00 each evening a social 
was held. Many friendships were 
formed and youth exchanged ad­
dresses. Most people brought infor­
mation and crafts from their home 
countries to exchange with others. 
There was talk that perhaps next year 
the Indigenous Youth Conference 
might take place in Australia. 
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Quebec 
Conference 

Frida Pasanea, a 
woman f rom the 
Malukian Islands in In­
donesia, currently liv­
ing in Holland, came to 
Montreal and visited for 
three days. Each day 
she visited Makivik. She 
had many interesting 
stories of her life as an 
indigenous person liv­
ing in Holland. She 
hopes that next year 
she will come back to 
visit us. 

If any youth would 
like to correspond with 
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other young people 
from another country, 
send your letters with 
your return address on 
the back of the enve­
lope to Lyndia Cooper, 
or Sarah Airo at Maki­
vik, and the letter will 
be forwarded • 
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Hello! 

My name is Bertran Michaud. 
I am very happy to join the 
MakivikTraining and Commu­
nity Services team as the 
Youth Coord ina tor and 
Trainer. I will be working with 
Sarah Airo, our Youth Coordi­
nator Trainee. 

During the past 15 years, 
I worked 
with youth 
a c r o s s 
C a n a d a , 
including2 
years in 
N u n a v i k 
and the 
Northwest 
Territories. 

We are looking forward to 
working with you in Nunavik. 
We know young people have 
a lot to offer to their communi­
ties. 

Our plan is to set up a 
strong and active network of 
youth committees in each 
community. We will be in­
volved with programs such as 
summer camps, peersupport, 
and the youth center, while 
touching issues on provincial, 
national, and international lev­
els. 

There is no limit to where 
we can go and what we can 
learn in the process. Looking 
forward to meeting and work­
ing with you. 
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images of Nunavik 

M akivik's Tourism Department has a new project to seek 
out the best photographs of the Nunavik region. These are 

being organized on a computer data­
base and catalogue which can be 
accessed by any potential user. 

The aim of the Makivik Image Bank 
is to act as bridge between the photog­
rapher and user. When a user requests 
a photograph from the Image Bank, the 
photographer's telephone number is 
given. It is then up to the user to obtain 
the original photograph or slide and 
negotiate a fair usage fee with the pho­
tographer. 

The Makivik Image Bank is sched­
uled to go on-line by the beginning of 
October. If you would like more infor­

mation or feel that you have high quality photographs of the 
Nunavik Region, please contact Morrie Portnoff at the 
Makivik office in Lachine, extension 213 (1 -800-361 -7052). 
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MAKIVIK NEWS T-SHIRTS 
100% Cotton pre-shrunk shirts. 

$10 children's sizes (2, 4, & 6 years) 
$12 Adult sizes (M, L, & XL) 
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P o l Y Address: 
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following shirts: 
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Mail to: 
Makivik News 

Inukjuak, Quebec 
JOM 1M0 
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