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THE OLD, OLD STORY.
Summer moonbeams softly playing,
Light the woods of Castle Keep,

And there I seea maiden straying,
Where the darkest shadows creep.
She is listening—meekly, purely,
Ta the wooer at her side ;
'T is the “old, old story,” surely,
Running on like time and tide.
Maiden fair, oh ! have a care;
Vows are many—truth is rare.

He is courtly, she is simple ;
Lordly doublet speaks his lot ;
She is wearing hood and wimple—
His the castle, hers the cot.
Sweeter far she deems his whisper
Than the night-bird's duleet thnll ;
She is smiling—he beguiling—
'Tis the “ old, old story” still,
Maiden fair, oh ! have a care :
Vows are many—truth is rare.

The autumn sun is quickly going
Behind the woods of Castle Keep ;

The air is chill——the night wind blowing,
And there I see a maiden weep.

Her cheeks are white—her brow is aching--
The “old, old story” sad and brief;

Of heart betrayed, and left, nigh breaking,
In mute despair and lonely grief,

Maidens fair, oh ! have a care;

Vows are many— truth is rare.
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